





Find out about the crops — cereals, vegetables, pulses — that are
grown in your area. Ofthose, is there anything that is famous across
the country?

Can you recognise
these grains?

Over the years, many changes took place in the village. Some places could
get water from the canal. They said the canal brought water from far away —
where a dam had been built on a big river. Then electricity came. Switch on
the button and there was light! People found that only one or two crops, like
wheat and cotton, got better prices in the market. So most farmers began to
grow only these. Soon we — old friends bajra and jowar, and also
vegetables — were forgotten and dismissed, even from Damijibhai’s fields!
Farmers even began to buy seeds from the market. People said they were
new kinds of seeds. So farmers did not need to store seeds from the old
crop.

Now people in the village cooked and ate together only on very
special days. As they ate, they would remember how tasty the food used to
be in the past — fresh from the fields. When the seeds have changed, how
could food ever taste the same!

Damjibhai was getting old. His son Hasmukh looked after the fields
and the family. Hasmukh was making a lot of money from farming. He
rebuilt the old house. He brought new machines for farming. He used an
electric motor to pump water. He bought a motorcycle to go to the city easily
and also a tractor to plough the field. The tractor could do in a day, what the
bullocks would take many days to do.



















