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: 

: 

(i) 34 

(ii)  

(iii) 1 21 (MCQ)

(iv) 22 27 (SA)
60  80  

(v) 28 30 (LA)
300  350  

(vi) 31 33 

(vii) 34 

(viii) 

(ix) 

 IÊS> H  
 (~hþ{dH$ënr` àH$ma Ho$ àíZ)  21 1=21 

1. {ZåZ{b{IV H$mo gw_o{bV H$s{OE : 

 
I

 
II

A. {dZ` {nQ>H$ I. Ûrn H$m B{Vhmg 
B. A{^Yå_ {nQ>H$ II. _R>m| Ho$ {Z`_  
C. gwÎm {nQ>H$ III. ~m¡Õ Xe©Z Am¡a Q>rH$mE±  
D. Xrnd§e IV. ~m¡Õ {ejmE± 

{dH$ën : 

 A B C D 
(a) I II III IV  
(b) II III IV I 
(c) III IV II I  
(d) IV I III II 
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General Instructions :  
Read the following instructions very carefully and strictly follow them : 
(i) This question paper contains 34 questions. All questions are compulsory.  
(ii) This question paper is divided into five Sections  A, B, C, D and E.  
(iii) In Section A  Questions no. 1 to 21 are Multiple Choice (MCQ) type 

questions, carrying 1 mark each.  
(iv) In Section B  Questions no. 22 to 27 are Short Answer (SA) type questions, 

carrying 3 marks each. Answers to these questions should not exceed 60 to 80 
words.    

(v) In Section C  Questions no. 28 to 30 are Long Answer (LA) type questions 
carrying 8 marks each. Answers to these questions should not exceed 300 to  
350 words. 

(vi) In Section D  Questions no. 31 to 33 are Source-based questions with three 
sub-questions of 4 marks each.  

(vii) In Section E  Question no. 34 is Map-based question carrying 5 marks that 
includes the identification and location of significant test items. Attach the 
map with the answer book.    

(viii) There is no overall choice in the question paper. However, an internal choice 
has been provided in few questions. Only one of the choices in such questions 
has to be attempted.  

(ix) In addition to this, separate instructions are given with each section and 
question, wherever necessary.  

 SECTION A  

 (Multiple Choice Type Questions) 21 1=21 

1. Match the following : 

 
List I 
(Buddhist Text)  

List II  
(Primary Theme) 

A. Vinaya Pitaka I. Chronicle of island 
B. Abhidhamma Pitaka II. Rules of monastic order 

C. Sutta Pitaka III. 
Buddhist philosophy 
and commentaries  

D. Dipavamsa IV. Buddhist teachings 

Options : 
 A B C D 
(a) I II III IV  
(b) II III IV I 
(c) III IV II I  
(d) IV I III II 
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2. {ZåZ{b{IV _| go H$m¡Z ^maVr` nwamVmpÎdH$ gd©ojU Ho$ nhbo _hm{ZXoeH$ Wo Am¡a {OÝh§o 
^maVr` nwamVÎd H$m OZH$ ^r H$hm OmVm h¡ ?  

(a) Ama.B©.E_. ìhrba 

(b) S>a H$qZK_ 

(c) Om°Z _me©b 
(d) Or.E\$. S>oëg 

3. {ZåZ{b{IV _| go gmVdmhZ d§e Ho$ {H$g g~go à{gÕ emgH$ H$mo AZyR>m ~«m÷U _mZm OmVm 
Wm ? 
(a) amOm d{g{W-nwV {g[a nwbw_m{` 
(b) amOm h[a{V-nwV {dZhþH$X 

(c) amOm _Ym[a-nwV ñdm_r gH$goZ 

(d) amOm Jm¡V_r-nwV {gar gmVH${Z 

4. {ZåZ{b{IV _| go {H
H$m Xmdm {H$`m ? 
(a) Jwá d§e (b) Hw$fmU d§e 

(c) _m¡ ©̀ d§e (d) Moa d§e 

5. {ZåZ{b{IV H$WZm| _| go H$m¡Z-gm AemoH$ Ho$ A{^boI H$s ^mfmAm| Ho$ ~mao _| ghr h¡ ?  

(a) A{YH$m§e A{^boI àmH¥$V ^mfm _| Wo & 

(b) lrb§H$mB© A{^boIm| _| Aam_oBH$ Am¡a ỳZmZr ^mfm H$m Cn`moJ {H$`m J`m Wm & 
(c) àmH¥$V Ho$ A{YH$m§e A{^boI XodZmJar {b{n _| {bIo JE Wo & 

(d) A\$Jm{ZñVmZ _| {_bo A{^boIm| _| ~«m÷r {b{n H$m à`moJ {H$`m J`m Wm & 

6. r {dH$ën H$m M`Z H$s{OE :  
(i) à`mJ àepñV Jwá emgH$m| H$mo OmZZo H$m EH$ òmoV h¡ & 
(ii) `h g_wÐJwá H$s àe§gm _| a{MV h¡ & 
(iii) BgH$s aMZm g§ñH¥$V _| hþB© Wr & 
(iv) BgH$s aMZm ^mU^Å> Ûmam H$s JB© & 

{dH$ën : 
(a) (i), (ii) Am¡a (iv) (b) (i), (iii) Am¡a (iv) 

(c) (ii), (iii) Am¡a (iv) (d) (i), (ii) Am¡a (iii) 



/C/2 5 P.T.O. 

2. Who among the following was the first Director General of the 
Archaeological Survey of India and often called as the Father of Indian 
Archaeology ? 

(a) R.E.M. Wheeler 

(b) Alexander Cunningham 

(c) John Marshall 

(d) G.F. Dales 

3. Who among the following was the best ruler of the Satavahana dynasty 
who claimed to be a unique Brahmana ? 

(a) Raja Vasithi-puta Siri Pulumayi 

(b) Raja Hariti-puta Vinhukada 

(c) Raja Madhari-puta Svami Sakasena 

(d) Raja Gotami-puta Siri Satakani 

4. Which dynasty among the following was the first to use gold coins to 
claim their higher status ? 

(a) Gupta dynasty (b) Kushana dynasty 

(c) Maurya dynasty (d) Chera dynasty 

5. Which of the following statements is correct about the languages of 
Asokan inscription ? 

(a) Most inscriptions were in Prakrit language. 

(b) Aramaic and Greek languages were used in Sri Lankan inscriptions. 

(c) Most Prakrit inscriptions were written in Devanagri script. 

(d) Brahmi Script was used in inscriptions in Afghanistan. 

6. Read the following statements and select the correct option : 

(i) The Prayaga Prashasti is a source to know about Gupta rulers.  

(ii) It was composed in praise of Samudragupta. 

(iii) It was composed in Sanskrit.  

(iv) It was composed by Banabhatta.  

Options : 

(a) (i), (ii) and (iv) (b) (i), (iii) and (iv) 

(c) (ii), (iii) and (iv) (d) (i), (ii) and (iii) 
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7. {ZåZ{b{IV _| go H$m¡Z-gm ghr gw_o{bV h¡ ? 

(a) hµOma am_ _§{Xa  V{_bZmSw> _| 

(b) {MXå~a_ _§{Xa  ~obya _| 

(c) ~¥hXoída _§{Xa  V§Omdya _| 

(d) MÞHo$ed _§{Xa  {dO`ZJa _|  

8. 1333 _| BãZ ~VyVm Ho$ ^maV nhþ±MZo na {ZåZ{b{IV _| go H$m¡Z {Xëbr H$m gwëVmZ Wm ? 

(a) B~«m{h_ bmoXr (b) _mohå_X {~Z VwJbH$ 

(c) AbmCÔrZ {IbOr (d) a{µO`m gwëVmZ 

9. {ZåZ{b{IV _| go Abdmam| H$m à_wI g§H$bZ `m aMZm H$m¡Z-gr h¡ ? 

(a) gy ©̀ {gÕm§V (b) Zb{`am{Xì`à~§Y_² 

(c) Vda_ (d) _hm^mî` 

10. {ZåZ{b{IV _| go {H$g JdZ©a OZab Zo EZµ\$sëS> amBµ\$bm|  H$m BñVo_mb ewê$ {H$`m Omo 

1857 Ho$ {dÐmoh H$m EH$ H$maU ^r ~Zm ?  

(a) doboµObr (b) hm{S>ªJ 

(c) S>bhm¡Or (d) ~|qQ>H$  

11. g§Wmb {dÐmoh Ho$ ~mao _| {ZåZ{b{IV _| go H$m¡Z-gm H$WZ ghr h¡ ? 

(a) A§J«oµOm| Ûmam g§Wmbm| H$mo Xm{_Z-B©-H$moh  µO_rZ Xr JB© & 

(b) g§Wmbm| Zo µO_tXmam| Am¡a A§J«oµOm| Ho$ {déÕ {dÐmoh {H$`m & 

(c) {gÕÿ _m§Pr Zo g§Wmbm| H$m ZoV¥Ëd {H$`m & 

(d) Am¡a A§J«oµOm| H$mo {dÐmoh _| ham {X`m &  

12. {ZåZ{b{IV _| go ghr {dH$ën H$m M`Z H$s{OE : 

 __________ ^r H$hm OmVm Wm & 

(a) Hw${XaB© MoÅ>r (b) d{UH$ 

(c) goÆ>r (d) gËWdmh 
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7. Which of the following is correctly matched ?

(a) Hazara Rama Temple  at Tamil Nadu 

(b) Chidambaram Temple  at Belur 

(c) Brihadishvara Temple  at Thanjavur 

(d) Chennakeshava Temple  at Vijayanagar 

8. Who among the following was the Sultan of Delhi, when Ibn Battuta 
reached India in 1333 ? 

(a) Ibrahim Lodi (b) Mohammad Bin Tughlaq 

(c) Allauddin Khilji (d) Razia Sultan 

9. Which one of the following is the major anthology or composition of 
Alvars ? 

(a) Surya Siddhanta  (b) Nalayira Divyaprabandham 

(c) Tevaram (d) Mahabhashya 

10. Who a
 ? 

(a) Wellesley (b) Hardinge 

(c) Dalhousie (d) Bentinck 

11. Which of the following statements is not correct about Santhal Rebellion ? 

(a) n-i-  

(b) Santhals rebelled against Zamindars and Britishers. 

(c) Sidhu Manjhi was the leader of the Santhals. 

(d) Santhals defeated Paharias and British in the Revolt. 

12. Choose the correct option from the following : 

 Local communities of horse merchants of Vijayanagar were also known as 
__________. 

(a) Kudirai Chettis (b) Vanik 

(c) Setthis (d) Satthavahas 
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13. {ZåZ{b{IV {dH$ënm| _| go {XE JE {MÌ H$s nhMmZ H$s{OE : 

 

(a) {ZµOm_wÔrZ Am¡{b`m H$s XaJmh, {Xëbr _|  
(b) eoI gbr_ {MíVr H$s XaJmh, \$Vohnwa {gH$ar _|  
(c) hmOr Abr XaJmh, ~m°å~o (_w§~B©) _|  
(d) hµOaV~b XaJmh, lrZJa _|  

: 13 :

 {ZåZ{b{IV _| go {H$g Jwé Zo ~m~m Jwé ZmZH$ Xod H$s ~mZr H$mo Am{X J«§W gm{h~  _| 
g§H${bV {H$`m ?  
(a) Jwé AO©Z Xod (b) Jwé VoJ ~hmXþa 
(c) Jwé Jmoq~X qgh (d) Jwé A§JX Xod  

14. ZrMo Xmo H$WZ {XE JE h¢, A{^H$WZ (A) Am¡a H$maU (R) & {ZåZ{b{IV H$mo Ü`mZnyd©H$ 
 

(A) : g§{dYmZ g^m _| hþB© MMm©E± OZ_V Ûmam ì`º$ H$s JB© am` go ^r à^m{dV  
Wt & 

(R) : gm_y{hH$ gh^m{JVm ~ZmZo Ho$ {bE OZVm go gwPmd ^r Am_§{ÌV {H$E 
OmVo Wo & 

(a) A{^H$WZ (A) Am¡a H$maU (R) XmoZm| ghr h¢ Am¡a H$maU (R), A{^H$WZ (A) H$s 
ghr ì¶m»¶m H$aVm h¡ & 

(b) A{^H$WZ (A) Am¡a H$maU (R) XmoZm| ghr h¢, naÝVw H$maU (R), A{^H$WZ (A) H$s 
ghr ì¶m»¶m  H$aVm h¡ & 

(c) A{^H$WZ (A) ghr h¡, naÝVw H$maU (R) µJbV h¡ & 
(d) A{^H$WZ (A) µJbV h¡, naÝVw H$maU (R) ghr h¡ &  
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13. Identify the following image from the following options : 

  
(a) Dargah of Nizamuddin Aulia in Delhi 
(b) Dargah of Shaikh Salim Chishti in Fatehpur Sikri 
(c) Dargah Haji Ali in Bombay (Mumbai) 
(d) Dargah Hazratbal in Srinagar 

Note : The following question is for the Visually Impaired Candidates, only in 
lieu of Q. No. 13 :  

 ? 
(a) Guru Arjan Dev (b) Guru Teg Bahadur 
(c) Guru Gobind Singh (d) Guru Angad Dev 

14. Two statements as Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are given below. Read 
the following carefully and choose the correct option :  

 Assertion (A) : The discussions within the Constituent Assembly were 
also influenced by the opinion expressed by the public. 

Reason (R) : Public was also asked to send in their views on what 
needed to be done. 

(a) Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and Reason (R) is the 
correct explanation of the Assertion (A).  

(b) Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but Reason (R) is not 
the correct explanation of the Assertion (A).  

(c) Assertion (A) is true, but Reason (R) is false.  

(d) Assertion (A) is false, but Reason (R) is true. 
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15. {ZåZ{b{IV _| go H$m¡Z-gm ghr gw_o{bV h¡ ? 

 I II 

   

(a) Ho$.E_. _w§er _Ü` àm§V 
(b) Ho$.Oo. ImÊS>oaH$a JwOamV 
(c) ~r. nmoH$a ~hmXþa _Ðmg 
(d) Ama.dr. YwboH$a n§Om~ 

16. {ZåZ{b{IV H$mo gw_o{bV H$s{OE : 

 
I

 
II

A. gamµ\$ I. amOñd dgybr H$aZo dmbo 

B. A_rb-JwµOma II. _wÐm H$s \o$a ~Xb H$aZo dmbo 

C. IwX-H$míV III. Jm±d H$m _w{I`m 

D. _wH$Ô_ IV. Jm±d _| ahZo dmbo {H$gmZ 

{dH$ën : 

 A B C D 
(a) IV II III I  
(b) I III II IV 
(c) III IV I II  
(d) II I IV III 

17. 1859 

 {ZåZ{b{IV {dH$ënm| 
_| go Cg H$mZyZ H$mo nhMm{ZE & 
(a) EH$_wíV ~§Xmo~ñV (b) ^maVr` àog A{Y{Z`_  
(c) gy`m©ñV H$mZyZ (d) n[agr_Z H$mZyZ  

18. emh _b  H$mo ñWmZr` ñVa na amOm  ? ZrMo {XE JE {dH$ënm| _| go 
ghr H$maU H$s nhMmZ H$s{OE &  
(a) CÝh| EH$ ào[aV n¡Jå~a _mZm OmVm Wm & 
(b) CgZo {MZhmQ> Ho$ g§Kf© _| hoZar bm°a|g H$mo ham`m & 
(c) \¡$gbm H$aVm Wm & 
(d)  
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15. Which of the following is correctly matched ? 

 
Column I 
(Members of the  
Constituent Assembly) 

Column II 
(Their Region) 
 

(a) K.M. Munshi Central Province 

(b) K.J. Khanderkar Gujarat 

(c) B. Pocker Bahadur Madras 

(d) R.V. Dhulekar Punjab 

16. Match the following : 

 
Column I 
(People in Mughal Society) 

 
Column II  
(Role) 

A. Shroff I. Revenue Collector 

B. Amil-Guzar II. Money Changers 

C. Khud-Kashta III. Village Headman 

D. Muqaddam IV. Resident Cultivators 

Options : 
 A B C D 
(a) IV II III I  
(b) I III II IV 
(c) III IV I II  
(d) II I IV III 

17. In 1859, the British passed a law that stated that the loan bonds signed 
between moneylenders and ryots would have a validity for three years.  
Identify the law from the following options. 
(a) Summary Settlement (b) Indian Press Act 
(c) Sunset Law (d) Limitation Law 

18. Why was Shah Mal   ? Identify the correct 
reason from the options given below. 
(a) He was considered as an inspired prophet. 
(b) He defeated Henry Lawrence in Battle of Chinhat. 
(c) He settled disputes and dispensed judgements. 
(d) He was invincible as he had magical powers. 
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19. Xr JB© OmZH$mar H$s ghm`Vm go   Ho$ nmÌ H$s nhMmZ H$s{OE Am¡a ghr {dH$ën H$m 
M`Z H$s{OE &  

 dh Hw§$Vr H$m ~oQ>m Wm & 
 CgH$m {ddmh {h{S>å~m go hþAm & 
 dh KQ>moËH$M H$m {nVm Wm & 

{dH$ën : 

(a) ẁ{Y{îR>a (b) ^r_ 

(c) AOw©Z (d) ZHw$b 

20. {ZåZ{b{IV _| go H$m¡Z-gm {df` ^maVr` g§KdmX Ho$ {ÌgyÌr` gy{M`m| H$m ^mJ h¡ ? 

(a) Ho$ÝÐr` {df` (b) Ad{eîQ> {df` 

(c) amÁ` {df` (d) g_dVu {df` 

21. ^maVr` Cn_hmÛrn _| `mÌm H$aZo AmE `m{Ì`m| Ho$ {df` _| {ZåZ{b{IV _| go H$m¡Z-gm H$WZ 
ghr  h¡ ?  

(a) 1440 Ho$ XeH$ _| aµÁµOmH$ g_aH§$Xr Zo X{jU ^maV H$m Xm¡am {H$`m & 

(b) BãZ OwµOmB© Zo BãZ ~VyVm H$m lw{VboI {bIm & 

(c) \«$m±ñdm ~{Z©̀ a Zo ŷ{_ na amOH$s` ñdm{_Ëd H$m dU©Z {H$`m & 

(d) Ab-{~ê$Zr Zo Zm[a`b Am¡a nmZ H$m dU©Z {H$`m &  
 

 IÊS> I  
 (bKw-CÎmar` àH$ma Ho$ àíZ) 6 3=18 

22. 

_mZm OmVm Wm ? ñnîQ> H$s{OE &  3 

23. (H$) {dO`ZJa gm_«mÁ` Ho$ {H$bo~§Xr H$s {d{eï>Vm H$s naI H$s{OE &  3 
 AWdm 

(I) {dO`ZJa gm_«mÁ` Ho$ B{Vhmg _| H$m°{bZ _¡H|$µOr Ho$ `moJXmZ H$m {díbofU  
H$s{OE &  3 

24. ghm`H$ g§{Y {H$gZo V¡`ma H$s ? Bg g§{Y Ho$ àmdYmZm| H$m dU©Z H$s{OE &  1+2=3 
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19. Identify the character of Mahabharata with the help of the given 
information and select the correct option. 

  Was the son of Kunti. 

  Was married to Hidimba. 

  Was father of Ghatotkacha. 

Options : 

(a) Yudhisthira (b) Bhima 

(c) Arjuna (d) Nakul 

20. Which one of the following subjects is not a part of three list formula of 
Indian Federalism ? 

(a) Union subjects  (b) Residuary subjects  

(c) State subjects  (d) Concurrent subjects  

21. Which one of the following statements about travellers, travelling in the 
Indian subcontinent is not correct ? 

(a) Razzaq Samarqandi visited South India in 1440s. 

(b) Ibn Juzayy wrote the stories of Ibn Battuta. 

(c) Francois Bernier described crown ownership of land. 

(d) Al-Biruni has described the Coconut and Paan. 

SECTION B 
                                          (Short-Answer Type Questions) 6 3=18 

22. Why was the sixth century BCE often regarded as a major turning point 
in early Indian History ? Explain. 3 

23. (a) Examine the uniqueness of the fortification of the Vijayanagar 
empire. 3 

 OR 
(b) Analyse the contribution of Colin Mackenzie towards the history of 

Vijayanagar. 3 

24. Who introduced Subsidiary Alliance ? Describe the provisions of this 
Alliance. 1+2=3 



/C/2 14  

25. (H$) ?  
ñnï> H$s{OE &  3 

 AWdm 

(I) Odmha bmb Zohê$ H$m CÔoí` àñVmd  ? ñnï> 
H$s{OE & 3 

26. ^{º$ na§nam H$s g~go _hÎdnyU© {deofVmAm| _| go EH$ _{hbmAm| H$s CnpñW{V Wr &  
Abdma Am¡a Z`Zma na§nam Ho$ CXmhaUm| go Bg H$WZ H$mo ñnï> H$s{OE &   3 

27. àmMrZ ^maV _| dU© ì`dñWm go ~mha _mZo OmZo dmbo bmoJm| na MrZr `m{Ì`m| Ho$ {dMmam| H$s 
naI H$s{OE &  3 

        IÊS> J  

 (XrK©-CÎmar` àH$ma Ho$ àíZ) 3 8=24 

28. (H$) ? gm±Mr Ho$ ñVyn H$s _y{V©H$bm H$s Hw$N> {deofVmAm| 
H$m dU©Z H$s{OE &  2+6=8 

 AWdm 

 (I) gm±Mr Ho$ ñVyn H$s _w»` ñWmnË`-H$bm H$s {deofVmAm| H$s ì`m»`m H$s{OE & ^monmb 
H$s ~oJ_m| Zo Bg ñVyn ? ñnîQ> H$s{OE & 4+4=8 

29. (H$) _wJb J«m_rU g_mO _| _{hbmAm| Ho$ OrdZ H$s ì`m»`m H$s{OE & 8 

 AWdm 

 (I) ŷ-amOñd _wJb gm_«mÁ` H$s Am{W©H$ ~w{Z`mX Wr &  Bg H$WZ H$s ì`m»`m 
H$s{OE & 8 

30. (H$) _hmË_m Jm±Yr Ho$ amOZr{VH$ OrdZ Ho$ nwZ{Z©_m©U Ho$ {bE {ZåZ{b{IV òmoVm| H$s 
e{º$`m| Am¡a gr_mAm| H$m {díbofU H$s{OE : 4 2=8 

(i) boIZ Am¡a ^mfU 
(ii) AmË_H$WmE± 
(iii) gaH$mar [aH$m°S>© 
(iv)  

 AWdm 

(I) _hmË_m Jm±Yr Zo amḯ>r` Am§XmobZ H$mo OZ Am§XmobZ _| n[ad{V©V H$a {X`m &   

 Ho$ g§X ©̂ _| Bg H$WZ H$m _yë`m§H$Z H$s{OE &  8 
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25. (a) Why were some members of the Constituent Assembly in favour of 
a strong Central Government ? Explain. 3 

 OR 
(b) s 

a momentous resolution ? Explain. 3 

26. One of the most striking features of Bhakti tradition was the presence of 
women.  Explain this statement with examples from Alvar and Nayanar 
traditions. 3 

27. Examine the views of Chinese travellers on the people considered outside 
the Varna system in ancient India. 3 

SECTION C 

                                          (Long-Answer Type Questions) 3 8=24 

28. (a) Why were stupas built ? Describe some of the sculptural features of 
the Stupa at Sanchi. 2+6=8 

 OR 

(b) Enumerate the salient architectural features of the Stupa at 
Sanchi. What role was played by the Begums of Bhopal in the 
preservation of this Stupa ? Explain. 4+4=8 

29. (a) Explain the life of women in the Mughal rural society. 8 

 OR 
(b)   

Explain this statement. 8 

30. (a) Analyse the strengths and limitations of the following sources to 
reconstruct the political career of Mahatma Gandhi :  4 2=8 
(i) Writing and Speeches 
(ii) Autobiographies 
(iii) Government Records 
(iv) Newspapers 

 OR 

(b) Mahatma Gandhi converted the National Movement into a Mass 
Movement. is statement in the context of Quit India 
Movement . 8 
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 IÊS> K 
 (òmoV-AmYm[aV àíZ) 3 4=12 

31. JE àíZm| Ho$ CÎma Xr{OE :  1+1+2=4 

µJar~ {H$gmZ  

`hm± ~{Z©̀ a Ûmam J«m_rU A§Mb _| H¥$fH$m| Ho$ {df` _| {XE JE {ddaU go EH$ CÕaU {X`m 
Om ahm h¡ : 

qhXþñVmZ Ho$ gm_«mÁ` Ho$ {demb J«m_rU A§Mbm| _| go H$B© Ho$db aoVrbr 
ŷ{_`m± `m ~§Oa nd©V hr h¢ & `hm± H$s IoVr AÀN>r Zht h¡ Am¡a BZ BbmH$m| H$s 

l{_H$m| Ho$ A^md _| H¥${f{dhrZ ah OmVm h¡; BZ_| go H$B© l{_H$ JdZ©am| Ûmam 
{H$E JE ~wao ì`dhma Ho$ \$bñdê$n _a OmVo h¢ & µJar~ bmoJ O~ AnZo bmo^r 
ñdm{_`m| H$s _m±Jm| H$mo nyam H$aZo _| Ag_W© hmo OmVo h¢, Vmo CÝh| Z Ho$db 
OrdZ-{Zd©hZ Ho$ gmYZm| go d§{MV H$a {X`m OmVm h¡, ~pëH

OmVo h¢ &  
Bg CÕaU _| ~{Z©̀ a amÁ` Am¡a g_mO H$s àH¥${V go g§~§{YV ỳamon _| àM{bV 
g_H$mbrZ {ddmXm| _| ^mJ bo ahm Wm, Am¡a CgH$m à`mg Wm {H$ _wJbH$mbrZ 
^maV go g§~§{YV CgH$m {ddaU ỳamon _| CZ bmoJm| Ho$ {bE EH$ MoVmdZr H$m 
H$m ©̀ H$aoJm Omo {ZOr ñdm{_Ëd H$s AÀN>mB`m|  H$mo ñdrH$ma Zht H$aVo Wo &  

(31.1) \«$m±ñdm ~{Z©̀ a Ûmam {b{IV nwñVH$ H$m Zm_ {b{IE & 1  

(31.2) ?  1 

(31.3)   2  

32. JE àíZm| Ho$ CÎma Xr{OE : 1+1+2=4 

-nÌ  

O~ {H$gmZ na G G UXmVm H$m G U MwH$mZo _| 
Ag_W© hmo J`m & A~ G UXmVm Ho$ nmg AnZm gd©ñd  
Ho$ Abmdm H$moB© Mmam Zht Wm & bo{H$Z newAm| Ho$ {~Zm dh AmJo IoVr H¡$go H$a gH$Vm  
Wm & Bg{bE CgZo O_rZ Am¡

-nÌ 
\$ Vm¡a na H$hm OmVm Wm {H$ ò new Am¡a 

a, ò XñVmdoµO Ý`m`mb`m| _| _mÝ`  
hmoVo Wo &  
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SECTION D 
                                              (Source-Based Questions) 3 4=12 

31. Read the given source and answer the questions that follow : 1+1+2=4 
The Poor Peasant 

ption of the peasantry in the countryside : 
Of the vast tracts of country constituting the empire of 
Hindustan, many are little more than sad, or barren mountains, 
badly cultivated, and thinly populated. Even a considerable 
portion of the good land remains untilled for want of labourers; 
many of whom perish in consequence of the bad treatment they 
experience from Governors. The poor people, when they become 
incapable of discharging the demands of their rapacious lords, 
are not only often deprived of the means of subsistence, but are 
also made to lose their children, who are carried away as slaves. 
Thus, it happens that the peasantry, driven to despair by so 
excessive a tyranny, abandon the country. 

In this instance, Bernier was participating in contemporary debates in 
Europe concerning the nature of state and society, and intended that his 
description of Mughal India would serve as a warning to those who did 

 

(31.1) Name the book authored by Francois Bernier. 1 

(31.2) What was the fundamental difference between Mughal India and 
Europe according to Bernier ? 1 

(31.3) Mention the problems faced by the peasants of the subcontinent. 2 

32. Read the given source and answer the questions that follow : 1+1+2=4 

Deeds of Hire 

When debts mounted the peasant was unable to pay back the loan to the 
moneylender. He had no option but to give over all his possessions  land, 
carts, and animals  to the moneylender. But without animals he could 
not continue to cultivate. So he took land on rent and animals on hire. He 
now had to pay for the animals which had originally belonged to him. He 
had to sign a deed of hire stating very clearly that these animals and 
carts did not belong to him. In cases of conflict, these deeds could be 
enforced through the court. 



/C/2 18  

ZrMo EH$ Eogo hr XñVmdoµO H$m Z_yZm {X`m J`m h¡ Omo Zd§~a 1873 _| EH$ {H$gmZ Zo 
: 

_¢Zo AmnH$mo Xo` G U Ho$ ImVo _|, AmnH$mo AnZr bmoho Ho$ Ywam| dmbr Xmo 
 gmO-gm_mZ Am¡a Mma ~¡bm| Ho$ gmW ~oMr h¢... _¢Zo Bg XñVmdoµO 

Am¡a Amngo AmnH$s AnZr {bImdQ> _| agrX àmßV H$ê±$Jm & agrX Z 
{_bZo na _¢ `h Xbrb Zht Xÿ±Jm {H$ {H$am`m Zht MwH$m`m J`m h¡ &  

(32.1) A§J«oOm| Ûmam ~å~B©- -amOñd àUmbr H$m Zm_ {b{IE &  1  

(32.2) {H$gmZm| na G ? 1  

(32.3) -nÌ {H$gmZm| Am¡a G UXmVmAm| ? 
ì`m»`m H$s{OE &  2 

33. JE àíZm| Ho$ CÎma Xr{OE : 1+1+2=4 

A~ VH$ ImoOr JB© àmMrZV_ àUmbr 

Zm{b`m| Ho$ {df` _| _¡Ho$ {bIVo h¢ : {ZpíMV ê$n go `h A~ VH$ ImoOr JB© gd©Wm g§nyU© 
àmMrZ àUmbr h¡ &  
O_mB© JB© BªQ>m| go ~Zo Wo Am¡a BÝh| Eogr BªQ>m| go T>±H$m J`m Wm {OÝh| gµ\$mB© Ho$ {bE hQ>m`m 
Om gHo$ & Hw$N> ñWmZm| na T>±H$Zo Ho$ {bE MyZm nËWa H$s n{Å>H$m H$m à`moJ {H$`m J`m Wm & 
Kam| H$s Zm{b`m± nhbo EH$ hm¡Xr `m _bHw§$S> _| Imbr hmoVr Wt {Og_| R>mog nXmW© O_m hmo 
OmVm Wm Am¡a J§Xm nmZr Jbr H$s Zm{b`m| _| ~h OmVm Wm & ~hþV b§~o Zmbm| _| Hw$N> 
A§Vambm| na gµ\$mB© Ho$ {bE hm¡{X`m± ~ZmB© JB© Wt & `h nwamVÎd H$m EH$ AOy~m hr h¡ {H$ 

- -
h¢ Omo Xem©Vo h¢... {H$ Zmbm| H$s gµ\$mB© Ho$ ~mX H$Mao H$mo h_oem hQ>m`m Zht OmVm Wm &  
AZ}ñQ> _¡Ho$ 1948  

Ob-{ZH$mg àUm{b`m± Ho$db ~ , ~pëH$ ò H$B© N>moQ>r 
~pñV`m| _| ^r {_br Wt & CXmhaU Ho$ {bE, bmoWb _| Amdmgm| Ho$ {Z_m©U Ho$ {bE Ohm± 

 

(33.1) AZ}ñQ> _¡Ho$ H$m¡Z Wm ? 1  

(33.2) Zm{b`m| Ho$ nmg {_bo aoV Ho$ N>moQ>o-N>moQ>o T>oa àX{e©V H$aVo h¢ ?   1  

(33.3) {ZMbo eha H$s {J«S>  n¡Q>Z© H$s ì`m»`m H$s{OE &   2 
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The following is the text of a deed that a peasant signed in November 
1873, from the records of the Deccan Riots Commission :  

I have sold to you, on account of the debt due to you, my two 
carriages having iron axles, with their appurtenances and four 
bullocks ... I have taken from you on hire under (this) deed the 
very same two carriages and four bullocks. I shall pay every 
month the hire thereof at Rupees four a month, and obtain a 
receipt in your own handwriting. In the absence of a receipt I 
shall not contend that the hire has been paid. 

(32.1) Name the Land Revenue Settlement imposed in Bombay Deccan 
by the British.  1 

(32.2) Why did the debts mount on peasants ? 1 

(32.3) What does this hire deed explain about the relationship between 
the peasants and the moneylenders ? Explain. 2 

33. Read the given source and answer the questions that follow : 1+1+2=4 
The Most Ancient System Yet Discovered 

The main channels were made of bricks set in mortar and were covered 
with loose bricks that could be removed for cleaning. In some cases, 
limestone was used for the covers. House drains first emptied into a sump 
or cesspit into which solid matter settled while waste water flowed out into 
the street drains. Very long drainage channels were provided at intervals 

material, mostly sand, have frequently been found lying alongside 
drainage channels, which shows ... that the debris was not always carted 
away when the drain  

FROM ERNEST MACKAY, Early Indus Civilisation, 1948  

Drainage systems were not unique to the larger cities, but were found in 
smaller settlements as well. At Lothal for example, while houses were 
built of mud bricks, drains were made of burnt bricks. 

(33.1) Who was Ernest Mackay ? 1 

(33.2) What do the little heaps of material found alongside drainage 
channels show ? 1 

(33.3) Explain the term grid  pattern of the lower town. 2 
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 IÊS> L> 

 (_mZ{MÌ-AmYm[aV àíZ) 5 

34. (34.1) ^maV Ho$ {XE JE amOZr{VH$ aoIm- 23 

A§{H$V : 3 1=3 

 (i) Ym¡bmdram -       

 (ii) _JY - _hmOZnX    

 (iii) (H$) {Xëbr - _wJbm| H$m amOYmZr eha   

  AWdm 

   (I) {dO`ZJa    14dt eVmãXr H$m gm_«mÁ`      

 (34.2) Bgr amOZr{VH$ aoIm-   ^maVr` amï´>r` Am§XmobZ Ho$ Xmo Ho$ÝÐ A Am¡a B  
A§{H$V {H$E JE h¢ & CÝh| nhMm{ZE Am¡a CZHo$ {ZH$Q> ItMr JB© aoImAm| na 

 & 2 

 

: 34 :

(34.1) ^maV _| {H$Ýht Xmo ~m¡Õ ñWbm| Ho$ Zm_ {b{IE & 2 

(34.2) ^maVr` amḯ>r` Am§XmobZ Ho$ {H$Ýht Xmo Ho$ÝÐm| Ho$ Zm_ {b{IE &  2 

(34.3) (H$) _wJbm| Ho$ {Z §̀ÌU _| {H$gr EH$ joÌ H$m Zm_ {b{IE &  1 

 AWdm 

 (I) _wJb gm_«mÁ` Ho$ {H$gr EH$ amOYmZr eha H$m Zm_ {b{IE &  1 
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SECTION E  
        (Map-Based Questions) 5 

34. (34.1) On the given political outline map of India (on page 23), locate 
and label the following with appropriate symbols :  3 1=3 

(i) Dholavira  A Harappan site 

(ii) Magadh  Mahajanapada   

(iii)  (a) Delhi  Capital city of Mughals 

     OR 

 (b) Vijayanagara  Empire of 14th century   

(34.2) On the same outline map, two places have been marked A and B, 
which are centres of the Indian National Movement. Identify 
them and write their correct names on the lines drawn near 
them. 2 

Note : The following questions are for the Visually Impaired Candidates only, in 
lieu of Q. No. 34 :  

(34.1) Name any two Buddhist sites in India. 2 

(34.2) Name any two centres of the Indian National Movement. 2 

(34.3) (a) Name any one territory under the control of the Mughals. 1 

OR 

 (b) Name any one capital city of the Mughal Empire. 1 
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 àíZ g§. 34 Ho$ {bE For question no. 34 

 

^maV H$m aoIm-_mZ{MÌ (amOZr{VH$) 
Outline Map of India (Political) 

 

A 

B 
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1. b-A-II,  B-III,  C-IV,   D-I 86 1 

2. b-Alexander Cunningham  19 1 

3.  d-Raja Gotami –Puta Siri Satakani 63 1 

4.  b-Kushana  Dynasty 44 1 

5. a-Most inscriptions were in Prakrit Language 29 1 

6. d-(i), (ii)and (iii) 37 1 

7. c-Brihadishvara temple-Thanjavur 172 1 

8.  b-Mohammad-Bin-Tughlaq 118 1 

9.  b-NalayiraDivyaprabhandham 144 1 

10.  b-Hardinge 294 1 

11. d-Santhals defeated the Paharias and British in the Revolt 272 1 

12. a- Kudirai Chettis 172 1 

13. b- Dargah of Shaikh Salim Chishti in Fatehpur Sikri 

For Visually Impaired Candidates 

a-Guru Arjan Dev 

160 

 

163 

1 

14. a-Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and Reason (R) is the correct 

explanation of the Assertion (A). 

408 1 

15.  c- B Pocker Bahadur-Madras 416 1 

16.  d-A-II,  B-I,  C-IV,   D-III 198-213 1 

17.  d- Limitation Law 283 1 

18. c- He settled disputes and dispensed judgements. 293 1 

19. b-Bhima 65 1 

20. b-Residuary subjects 423 1 

21. d- Al-Biruni has described the coconut and Paan. 126 1 



 

 

Section B 

Short Answer Type Questions 

 6x3=18 

22. Why was the sixth century BCE often regarded as a major turning point 

in early Indian History? Explain. 

i. This era was associated with early states, cities, 

ii. This era was associated with the growing use of iron 

iii. The development of coinage was there  

iv. It also witnessed the growth of diverse systems of thought, 

including Buddhism and Jainism.  

v.  From c. sixth BCE Inscriptions engraved on hard surfaces such as 

stone, metal or pottery  

vi. The sixth century BCE is known for the rise of the sixteen  

Mahajanpadas Like Vajji ,Taxila ,etc. 

vii. Any other relevant point 

Any three points to be explained  
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23. (a) Examine the uniqueness of the fortification of the Vijayanagar 

empire 

 

i. Forts of Vijayanagar encircled not only the city but also its 

agricultural hinterland and forests. 

ii. The outermost wall linked the hills surrounding the city. The 

masonry construction was slightly tapered. 

iii. No mortar or cementing agent was employed anywhere in the 

construction 

iv. The stone blocks were wedge shaped, which held them in place. 

v. The inner portion of the walls was of earth packed with rubble. 

Square or rectangular bastions projected outer wards. 

vi. It incorporated the agricultural tracts 

vii. Between the first, second and the third walls there were 

177-178 
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cultivated fields, gardens and houses” 

viii. Usually, rulers adopted proper arrangements for large granaries 

within fortified areas. 

ix. Abdur Razzaq mentioned sever lines of forts. 

x. The rulers of Vijayanagar adopted a more expensive and 

elaborate method of protecting the agricultural belt itself by 

incorporating agricultural tracts in the fort. 

xi. A second line of fortification went around the inner core of the 

urban complex. 

xii. A third line surrounded the Royal Centre, within which each set of 

major buildings was surrounded by its own high walls. 

xiii. The fort was entered through well-guarded gates leading to the 

major roads. 

xiv. Gateways were with defined architectural features.  

xv. Any other relevant point 

             Any three points to be Explained 

                                         OR 

 

(b) Analyze the contribution of Colin Mackenzie towards the history 

of Vijayanagar. 

i. The ruins at Hampi were brought to light in 1800 by an engineer 

and antiquarian named Colonel Colin Mackenzie. 

ii. He was appointed as the first Surveyor General of India  

iii. In order to understand India’s past to make governance of the 

colony easier he surveyed many historic sites. 

iv. He observed regional customs and traditions that would benefit 

the English East India Company in its administration. 

v. He prepared the first survey map of the site. 

vi. Any other relevant point 

Any three points to be explained 
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24. Who introduced Subsidiary Alliance? Describe the provisions of this 

Alliance. 

A. Subsidiary Alliance was a system introduced by Lord Wellesley in 

1798 

B.  PROVISIONS 

i. All the Indian rulers who became the ally of the East India 

company and had signed on this alliance had to follow terms 

ii. According to the alliance the ally would be protected by the 

British. 

iii. A British armed contingent would be stationed in a territory of the 

king, who had signed on this alliance. 

iv. The ally would have to provide the resources for maintaining this 

contingent. 

v. The ally could enter into agreements with other rulers or engage 

in warfare only with the permission of the British. 

vi. The ally had to keep the resident who was the representative of 

the Governor General. 

vii. Any other relevant point 

Any three points to be explained  

 

296 1+2=3 

25. (a) Why were some members of the Constituent Assembly in favour 

of a strong Central Government? Explain. 

i. The need for strong government had been reinforced by the 

events of partition.  

ii. Many leaders like Jawaharlal Nehru, B R Ambedkar, Gopalaswami 

Ayyangar, Balakrishna Sharma etc. advocated for strong Centre. 

iii. Ambedkar had declared that he wanted “a strong and united 

Centre much stronger than the Center we had created under the 

Government of India Act of 1935.” 

iv. Gopalaswami Ayyangar reminded the members of the riots and 
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violence that was ripping the nation apart, declared that the 

Centre should be made as strong as possible. 

v. Balakrishna Sharma from United Province reasoned at length that 

only a strong Centre could plan for wellbeing of the country. 

vi. Mobilization of the available resources only through strong Centre  

vii.  Centre can do proper administration and defend the country 

against aggression. 

viii. Any other relevant point 

              Any three points to be explained 

                                                                 

                                                                   OR 

 

(b) Why is ‘Objectives Resolution’ of Jawaharlal Nehru considered 

as a momentous resolution? Explain. 

Jawaharlal Nehru introduced the Objectives Resolution and it was a 

momentous resolution as 

i. It outlined the defining ideals of the Constitution of independent 

India 

ii. It provided the framework within which the work of Constitution 

making was to proceed. 

iii. It proclaimed India to be an Independent Sovereign Republic. 

iv. It guaranteed its citizens justice, equality and freedom. 

v. It assured adequate safeguard for minorities, backward and tribal, 

areas and depressed and other backward classes. 

vi. In outlining these objectives Nehru placed the Indian experiment 

in a broad historical perspective. 

vii. Any other relevant point 

  Any three points to be explained 
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26. “One of the striking features of the Bhakti tradition was the presence of 

women” Explain this statement with examples from Alvar and Nayanar 

traditions. 

 

A. ANDAL- ALVAR WOMAN DEVOTEE 

i. Andal, a woman Alvar, whose compositions were widely sung (and 

continue to be sung to date).  

ii. Andal saw herself as the beloved of Vishnu; her verses express her 

love for the deity.  

iii.  Her compositions posed a challenge to patriarchal norms. 

iv. Any other relevant point 

 

B. KARIKKAL AMMAIYAR- NAYANAR WOMAN DEVOTEE 

i. Karaikkal Ammaiyar, a devotee of Shiva, adopted the path of 

extreme asceticism in order to attain her goal. 

ii. Her compositions were preserved within the Nayanar tradition. 

iii. She renounced their social obligations, but did not join an 

alternative order or become nuns. 

iv. Her very existence and compositions posed a challenge to 

patriarchal norms. 

v. Any other relevant point 

              Any two points from each woman devotee 

144-145 1.5+ 1.5=3 

27. Examine the views of Chinese travelers on the people considered 

outside the Varna system in ancient India. 

i. Chinese Buddhist monk Fa Xian wrote that “untouchables” had to 

sound a clapper in the streets so that people could avoid seeing 

them. 

ii. Another Chinese pilgrim, Xuan Zang observed that executioners 

and scavengers were forced to live outside the city. 

iii. They had to live outside the village. 
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iv. According to them a few scriptures mentioned the rules for life as: 

a) They had to use discarded utensils. 

b) They had to wear clothes of the dead 

c) They had to wear only ornaments made of iron. 

d) They could not walk about in villages and cities at night. 

e) They had to dispose of the dead bodies of those who had no 

relatives. 

f) They had to serve as executioners. 

v. Any other relevant point 

 Any three points to be explained 

 

SECTION C (Long – Answer Type Questions)  3x8=24 

28. (a)Why were stupas built? Describe some of the sculptural features of 

the stupa at Sanchi. 

A Why were the stupas built? 

i. The stupas were the sacred place or mounds where relics of the 

Buddha such as his bodily remains or objects used by him were 

buried  

ii. Asoka distributed portions of the Buddha’s relics to every 

important town and ordered the construction of stupas over 

them. 

B.Sculptural features of the stupa at Sanchi. 

i. The sculptures at Sanchi are stories which depict scenes from 

Jatakas. 

ii.  There were stories of ‘Vessantara Jataka’ where the prince gives 

up everything to the Brahmana and goes to live in forest with his 

wife and children. 

iii.   An empty seat represents meditation of the Buddha 

iv.  Stupa represented the Maha Parinibbana. 

v.  Wheel stood for the first sermon delivered by Buddha at Sarnath. 

96,99-
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vi.  Tree symbolizes an event in the life of the Buddha, where he got 

enlightenment. 

vii.  Some other sculptures found at Sanchi were not directly inspired 

by Buddhist ideas.  

viii. These include beautiful women known as Shalabhanjika swinging 

from the edge of the gateway, holding onto a tree.  

ix.  Many animals were also carved to create lively scenes to attract 

viewers. For example, elephant was carved which signified 

strength and wisdom. 

x. Another figure found at Sanchi stupa is that of Maya the mother 

of Buddha or popular goddess Gajalakshmi. 

xi. The motif of a serpent was found at Sanchi. 

xii. James Fergusson, a modern art historian considered Sanchi as the 

center of tree and serpent worship. 

xiii. Any other relevant point 

              Any six points to be explained 

                                               

                                                      OR 

 

(b)Enumerate the salient architectural features of the stupa at Sanchi. 

What role was played by the begums of Bhopal in the preservation of 

this stupa? Explain. 

A. Architectural features of the stupa at Sanchi. 

i. The stupa (a Sanskrit word meaning a heap) originated as a simple 

semi-circular mound of earth, later called anda. 

ii. Gradually, it evolved into a more complex structure, balancing 

round and square shapes.  

iii. Above the anda was the harmika, a balconylike structure that 

represented the abode of the gods. 

iv. Arising from the harmika was a mast called the yashti, often 
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surmounted by a chhatri or umbrella. 

v.  Around the mound was a railing, separating the sacred space 

from the secular world. 

vi. Any other relevant point 

Any four points to be explained 

B- Role of Begums of Bhopal in the preservation of this stupa 

i. Sanchi stupa was discovered in the nineteenth century. At that 

time mound and three gates were in good condition only fourth 

was lying on the spot. 

ii. Shahjahan Begum of Bhopal took a wise decision to make plaster 

cast copies to please Europeans (England and Paris). This resulted 

in the original remain at the state. 

iii. She and her successor Sultan Jahan Begum, provided money for 

the preservation of the ancient site. 

iv. The rules also built Museum, guesthouse and funded the 

publication of the volumes of John Marshall 

v. Any other relevant point 

              Any four points to be explained 

 

29. Explain the life of women in the Mughal rural society. 

i. Women had to work shoulder to shoulder with men in the fields.  

ii. Men tilled and ploughed, while women sowed, weeded, threshed 

and winnowed the harvest. 

iii. A gendered segregation between the home (for women) and the 

world (for men) was not possible 

iv. Menstruating women, for instance, were not allowed to touch the 

plough or the potter’s wheel in western India, or enter the groves.  

v. Artisanal tasks such as spinning yarn, sifting and kneading clay for 

pottery, and embroidery were among the many aspects of 

production dependent on female labour.  
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vi. The more commercialized the product, the greater the demand 

on women’s labour to produce it. 

vii. Few went to the houses of their employers or to the markets if 

necessary. Women were considered an important resource in 

agrarian society also because they were child bearers in a society 

dependent on labour. 

viii. At the same time, high mortality rates among women – owing to 

malnutrition, frequent pregnancies, death during childbirth – 

often meant a shortage of wives.  

ix. Marriages in many rural communities required the payment of 

bride-price rather than dowry to the bride’s family.  

x. Remarriage was considered legitimate both among divorced and 

widowed women. 

xi. The importance attached to women as a reproductive force also 

meant that the fear of losing control over them was great. 

xii. Women were kept under strict control by the male members of 

the family and the community.  

xiii. They could inflict draconian punishments if they suspected 

infidelity on the part of women. 

xiv. Documents from Western India – Rajasthan, Gujarat and 

Maharashtra – record petitions sent by women to the village 

panchayat, seeking redress and justice.  

xv. Wives protested against the infidelity of their husbands or the 

neglect of the wife and children by the male head of the 

household,  

xvi. Women petitioned to the panchayat, their names were excluded 

from the record: the petitioner was referred to as the mother, 

sister or wife of the male head of the household.  

xvii. Amongst the landed gentry, women had the right to inherit 

property. Instances from the Punjab show that women, including 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



widows, actively participated in the rural land market as sellers of 

property inherited by them.  

xviii. Hindu and Muslim women inherited zamindaris which they were 

free to sell or mortgage. 

xix. Women zamindars were known in eighteenth-century Bengal.  

xx.  Any other relevant point 

               Any eight points to be explained 

                            

                                                         OR 

 

“Land revenue was the economic mainstay of the Mughal Empire. ” 

Explain the statement. 

i. Revenue was very important for the state to create an 

administrative system to ensure control over agricultural 

production, and to fix and collect revenue from across the empire. 

ii.  This system included the office of the diwan who was responsible 

for supervising the fiscal system of the empire. 

iii. Revenue officials and record keepers penetrated the agricultural 

domain and became a decisive agent in shaping agrarian relations. 

iv.  The land revenue arrangements consisted of two stages: -  First, 

assessment (Jama),  Second the actual collection (hasil) 

v.  Akbar decreed ordered amil-guzar or revenue collector that he 

should strive to make cultivators pay in cash or Kind.  

vi. There were many methods were used in Kind as Kankut, Batai or 

Khet-bata  , Lang batai 

vii.  Amin was an official responsible for ensuring that imperial 

regulations were carried out in the provinces. 

viii.  Both cultivated and cultivable lands were measured in each 

province during Mughal empire though it was difficult to measure 

the land as there were many forested areas. 
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ix. The Mughal administrative system had at its apex a military cum-

bureaucratic apparatus (mansabdari) which was responsible for 

looking after the civil and military affairs of the state. Some 

mansabdars were paid in cash (naqdi), while the majority of them 

were paid through assignments of revenue (jagirs) 

x.  In Mughal empire the land was categorized in these types: - Polaj. 

Parauti, Chachar.  Banjar 

xi. Any other relevant point 

Any eight points to be explained 

30. (a) Analyze the strengths and limitations of the following sources to 

reconstruct the political career of mahatma Gandhi: 

(i) Writing and speeches 

a. Writings and speeches of Mahatma Gandhi and his 

contemporaries, including both his associates and his political 

adversaries. 

b. Within these writings we need to distinguish between those 

that were meant for the public and those that were not. 

c. Speeches allow us to hear the public voice of an individual, 

while private letters give us a glimpse of his or her private 

thoughts. 

d. Mahatma Gandhi regularly published in his journal, Harijan, 

letters that others wrote to him. Nehru edited a collection of 

letters written to him during the national movement and 

published A Bunch of Old Letters. 

e. Any other relevant point 

(ii) Autobiographies 

a. Gandhi's autobiography, which he had titled 'My experiments 

with Truth' 

b. Autobiographies give us an account of the past that is often 

rich in human detail, they are retrospective accounts written 

367-373 
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very often from memory.  

c. They tell us what the author could recollect, what he or she 

saw as important, or was keen on recounting or how a person 

wanted his or her life to be viewed by others. 

d. Any other relevant point 

 

(iii) Government records 

a. Government records, for the colonial rulers kept close tabs on 

those they regarded as critical of the government. 

b. The Fortnightly Reports for the period of the Salt March you will 

notice that the Home Department was unwilling to accept that 

Mahatma Gandhi’s actions had evoked any enthusiastic response 

from the masses.  

c. The march was seen as a drama, an antic, a desperate effort to 

mobilize people who were unwilling to rise against the British and 

were busy with their daily schedules, happy under the Raj. 

d. Letters and reports written by policemen and other officials were 

secret at the time; but now can be accessed in archives. 

e. Any other relevant point 

 

(iv) Newspapers 

a. Contemporary newspapers, published in English as well as in 

the different Indian languages, which tracked Mahatma 

Gandhi's movements and reported on his activities, also 

represented what ordinary Indians thought of him. 

b. Newspapers, published in English as well as in the different 

Indian languages, which tracked Mahatma Gandhi’s 

movements and reported on his activities, and also 

represented what ordinary Indians thought of him. 

c. Newspaper was published by people who had their own 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



political opinions and world views.  

d. These ideas shaped what was published and the way events 

were reported. 

e. The accounts that were published in a London newspaper 

would be different from the report in an Indian nationalist 

paper 

f. Any other relevant point 

                       Any two points to be explained from each source. 

                                          OR 

(b) “Mahatma Gandhi converted the National Movement into a 

Mass Movement.” Evaluate this statement in the context of 

‘Quit India Movement’. 

 

i. After the failure of the Cripps Mission, Mahatma Gandhi decided 

to launch his third major movement against British rule. 

ii. This was the “Quit India” campaign, which began in August 1942. 

iii. Although Gandhiji was jailed at once, younger activists organized 

strikes and acts of sabotage all over the country.  

iv. Particularly active in the underground resistance were socialist 

members of the Congress.  

v. In several districts, such as Satara in the west and Medinipur in 

the east, “independent” governments were proclaimed.  

vi. The British responded with much force, yet it took more than a 

year to suppress the rebellion.  

vii. “Quit India” was genuinely a mass movement, bringing into its 

ambit hundreds of thousands of ordinary Indians. 

viii. It especially energized the young who, in very large numbers, left 

their colleges to go to jail.  

ix. Parallel governments were formed. 

x. Gandhiji and other important leaders were arrested and jailed. 
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xi. It spread under others and socialist leaders  

xii. They organized strikes and acts of sabotage all over the country. 

xiii. It was a mass movement in which thousands of students and 

ordinary Indians joined together for freedom. 

XIV. Any other relevant point 

            Any eight points to be explained 

 

SECTION D (SOURCE –Based Questions)  3x4=12 

31.                                              THE POOR PEASANT  

 

An excerpt from Bernier’s description of the peasantry in the countryside: 

Of the vast tracts of country constituting the empire of Hindustan, many 

are little more than sand, or barren mountains, badly cultivated, and 

thinly populated. Even a considerable portion of the good land remains 

untilled for want of laborer; many of whom perish inconsequence of the 

bad treatment they experience from Governors. The poor people, when 

they become incapable of discharging the demands of their rapacious 

lords, are not only often deprived of the means of subsistence, but are 

also made to lose their children, who are carried away as slaves. Thus, it 

happens that the peasantry, driven to despair by so excessive a tyranny, 

abandon the country. 

In this instance, Bernier was participating in contemporary debates in 

Europe concerning the nature of state and society, and intended that his 

description of Mughal India would serve as a warning to those who did 

not recognize the “merits” of private property. 

 

(31.1) Name the book authored by Francois Bernier.                        (1) 

 He authored “Travels in the Mughal empire”  
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(31.2) What was the fundamental difference between Mughal India and 

Europe according to Bernier?                                                                 (1) 

i. According to Bernier, one of the fundamental differences 

between Mughal India and Europe was the lack of private 

property in the Indian society as he had a firm belief in the virtues 

of private property. 

ii. He thought that the Mughal Emperor owned all land unlike 

Europe system  

iii. Mughal land ownership was averse to any long-term investment 

in the sustenance and expansion of production unlike Europe. 

iv. The absence of private property prevented the emergence of the 

class of ‘improving’ landlords as it was in Western Europe to 

maintain and improve the land. 

v.  It had ruined the agriculture and oppressed the peasants 

vi. Any other relevant point 

              Any one point to be explained 

(31.3) Mention the problems faced by the peasants of the subcontinent. 

(2) 

i. The poor people, when they become incapable of discharging the 

demands of their rapacious lords. They were deprived of the 

means of subsistence, 

ii. They were also made to lose their children, who are carried away 

as slaves. 

iii. The peasantry driven to despair by so excessive a tyranny, 

abandoned the country 

iv. Any other relevant point 

            Any two points to be explained 

 

 

 

 

 

32. Deeds of hire 
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When debts mounted the peasant was unable to pay back the loan to the 

moneylender. He had no option but to give over all his possessions – land, 

carts, and animals – to the moneylender. But without animals he could 

not continue to cultivate. So, he took land on rent and animals on hire. He 

now had to pay for the animals which had originally belonged to him. He 

had to sign a deed of hire stating very clearly that these animals and carts 

did not belong to him. In cases of conflict, these 

deeds could be enforced through the court. The following is the text of a 

deed that a peasant signed 

in November 1873, from the records of the Deccan Riots Commission: I 

have sold to you, on account of the debt due to you, my two carriages 

having iron axles, with their appurtenances and four bullocks … I have 

taken from you on hire under (this) deed the very same two carriages and 

four bullocks. I shall pay every month the hire thereof at Rupees four a 

month, and obtain a receipt in your own handwriting. In the absence of a 

receipt, I shall not contend that the hire had been paid. 

 

(32.1) Name the Land Revenue settlement imposed in the Bombay 

Deccan by the British.                                                                                   (1) 

 Land Revenue settlement imposed in the Bombay Deccan was the 

Ryotwari Settlement. 

 

  (32.2) Why did the debt mount on Peasants?                                         (1)                     

i. Revenue demand was very high and when harvest was poor, it 

was impossible to pay. 

ii. In 1830’s, prices fell sharply, famine struck and due to these cattle 

in deccan were killed and half of human population died. 

iii. So, the problem became very severe, but the unpaid revenue 

mounted. 

vi. Any other relevant point 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



               Any one point to be explained 

 

 

 

(32.3) What does this hire deed explain about the relationship between 

the peasants and the moneylenders? Explain.                           (2)                            

i. Peasants got deeper and deeper into debt and now they were 

utterly dependent on moneylender for survival  

ii. There was customary rule that interest charged cannot be more 

than principal amount of loan. 

iii.  But in colonial rule this law was broken and now ryots started to 

see money lenders as devious and deceitful. 

iv.  They complained of moneylenders manipulating laws and forging 

accounts. 

v.  To tackle this problem, British in 1859 passed Limitation Law but 

moneylenders now forced ryot to sign a new bound every 3 years 

in which total unpaid balance of last loan was entered as principal 

amount and interest was charged on it. 

vi. Any other relevant point 

             Any two points to be explained. 

33. The most ancient system yet discovered 

 

About the drains, MacKay noted: “It is certainly the most complete 

ancient system as yetdiscovered.” Every house was connected to the 

street drains. The main channels were made of bricks set in mortar and 

were covered with loose bricks that could be removed for cleaning. In 

some cases, limestone was used for the covers. House drains first emptied 

into a sump or cesspit into which solid matter settled while waste water 

flowed out into the street drains. Very long drainage channels were 

provided at intervals with sumps for cleaning. It is a wonder of 

7 1+1+2=4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



archaeology that “little heaps of material, mostly sand, have frequently 

been found lying alongside drainage channels, which shows … that the 

debris was not always carted away when the drain was cleared”. 

FROM ERNEST MACKAY, Early Indus Civilization, 1948. 

 

Drainage systems were not unique to the larger cities, but were found in 

smaller settlements as well. At Lothal for example, while houses were 

built of mud bricks, drains were made of burnt bricks. 

 

(33.1) Who was Earnest Mackay?                                                             (1) 

i. Earnest MacKay was an archaeologist 

ii. He wrote Early Indus civilization 

iii. He elaborated on drainage system of Indus valley civilization  

iv. Any other relevant point 

    Any one point to be explained 

 

(33.2) What do the little heaps of material found alongside drainage 

channels show?                                                                                       (1) 

i. The little heaps of material found alongside of drainage Channels 

show that 

ii. There was a proper system of cleaning 

iii. A very long drainage channels were provided at intervals with 

sumps for cleaning 

iv. It also showed that debris was not always carted away when the 

drain was cleared 

v. Any other relevant point 

    Any one point to be explained 

(33.3) Explain the term ‘grid’ pattern of the lower town.                   (2) 

The ‘grid’ meant 

i. Roads and streets were lain out along an approximate grid pattern  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ii. They were intersecting at right angles 

iii. It seems that streets with drains were laid out first and then 

houses built along them 

iv. Domestic waste water was connected with the street drains to 

flow 

v. Any other relevant point 

    Any two points to be explained 

 

 

SECTION E 

(Map based Questions) 

 5 

34. 34.1) On the given political outline map of India (on page 23), locate and 

label the following with appropriate symbols. 

(i) Dholavira –A Harappan site 

(ii) Magadha- Mahajanapada 

(iii) (a) Delhi-Capital city of Mughals 

OR 

(b)Vijayanagara-Empire of 14th century 

 

SEE ATTACHED MAP 

(34.2) On the same outline map, two places have been marked A and 

B,which are centers of the Indian National Movement. Identify them and 

write their correct names on the lines drawn near them. 

SEE ATTACHED MAP  

Note: The following questions are for the Visually Impaired Candidates 

only, in lieu of Q. No.34: 

 

(34.1) Name any two Buddhist sites in India  

NagarjunaKonda, Sanchi, Amaravati, Lumbini, Nasik, Bharhut, 

Bodhgaya, Ajanta. 

 3x1=3 
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( Any two) 

  

 

(34.2) Name any two centers of the Indian National Movement 

Champaran, Kheda, Ahmedabad, Banaras, Amritsar, ChauriChaura, 

Lahore, Bardoli, Dandi, Bombay (Quit India Resolution), Karachi. (Any 

two) 

 

(34.3) (a) Name any one territory under the control of the Mughals. 

Delhi, Agra, Panipat, Amber, Ajmer, Lahore, Goa. (Any one) 

                                                             OR 

          (b)Name any one capital city of the Mughal Empire. 

Delhi, Agra, Fatehpur Sikri Lahore (Anyone) 
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