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You are a Secretary in a government department. Your Mlnrl]ster 2?5
proposed an unemployment grant, which is ex‘D?Cted tojicost therpUly
exchequer heavily. Having already taken the decision, he asks you to Comfa
up with research to support the scheme. Despite your best effarts, yor fa;l
to find socio-economic benefit in it. You approach the Minister with
relevant facts and studies and ask him to reconsider his decision. Instead, he.
asks you to suppress the negative impacts and actively promote the scheme
through mass media as the percieved social impacts are more important
than economic impacts.
Elections are due in a short time and the political party currently in power is
expected to win. You are also due for promotion at the same time. You are
expected to fully cooperate in the situation and make the scheme a success,
however flawed its foundations may be,

(a) List the different stakeholders in the above situation and mention their
prospective interests.

(b) Discuss the ethical dilemma which you face in this situation.

(c) Some of the alternatives for you to handle the situation could be:

e Do as asked by the Minister..
¢ Insist on publication of results and let the public decide whether it

wants the scheme.
e (Call a press conference and brief the media about the results and the

callous attitude of the Minister.
Suggest any other possible option(s). Evaluate all of them and suggest the
best course of action, giving reasons for it. 20
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