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1.  Discuss the prospects & challenges in adopting an integrated multimodal
transportation system in India with reference to government initiatives in
this regard. (150 words) 10
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2. Contract farming can help in the expansion of organized food processing
industry in India by strengthening backward linkages. Comment. What
changes are required in the existing regulatory structure to address issues
related to contract farming in India? (150 words) 10
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3. Inview of the direct link between tenure security and food security, there
is need for a conducive legal framework for land rights in India. Discuss.

(150 words) 10
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4. The ultimate goal of farm loan waivers is to lessen the debt burden of
distressed and vulnerable farmers and help them qualify for fresh loans.
However, this practise suffers from several drawbacks. Discuss.

(150 words) 10
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Minimum Support Price (MSP) of crops is a short term solution for
agricultural distress which creates long term problems. Examine. Suggest
measures to overcome the the limitations of the MSP regime.

(150 words) 10
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6. With women playing an increasingly significant role in the Indian
agriculture sector, gender specific interventions can be the key to
improving agricultural productivity. Discuss. (150 words) 10
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7. Enumerating the factors that determine a nation's energy-mix, comment
on the need for having a diversified fuel basket for meeting India's future
energy demands. (150 words) 10
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8. Despite being a water-stressed economy, micro irrigation penetration in
India remains sub-optimal. Discuss the reasons behind it. Also list measures
taken by the government to provide an impetus to micro irrigation.

(150 words) 10
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9. What are the issues in effective implementation of Targeted Public
Distribution System (TPDS) in India? Do you think direct benefit transfer as
an alternative to TPDS is a viable solution to attain food security?

(150 words) 10
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10. Assigning infrastructure status to the logistics industry is a good first move,
but there are several other problems related to this sector that need to be
addressed. Discuss. (150 words) 10
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11. Enhancing private infrastructure spending and revival of stalled projects is
critical to the success of Bharatmala Pariyojana. Discuss. Also enumerate
measures taken by the government to revive stalled projects on National
Highways. (250 words) 15
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12. Going forward, the allied sectors will play a critical role in increasing the
resilience and improving economic returns in agriculture, Discuss.

(250 words) 15
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13. Enumerating the features of Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana,
discuss its potential for the growth of food processing sector in the
country. (250 words) 15
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14. Enumerate the factors that determine cropping pattern in an agricultural
region. Discuss the need for diversification in context of problems being
faced by monoculture regions in India. (250 words) 15
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15. Discussing the opportunities presented by decentralised energy systems,
enumerate their environmental, economic and social benefits along with
institutional, technical and financial challenges that they present.

(250 words) 15
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16. In context of the critical public service role played by the railways, it is
difficult to argue that its problems will be solved by privatisation, rather
there is a need to work on other options. Discuss. (250 words) 15
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17. The irony of high consumer prices when farmers do not receive adequate
margin for their produce calls for an overhaul of agriculture marketing.
Discuss the various steps taken by government in this regard. Also suggest
ways to further reduce the gap between consumer prices and farmer
realisation. (250 words) 15
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18. lIdentifying the key elements under the Mission for Integrated
Development of Horticulture (MIDH), briefly explain how it can lead to
holistic development of the horticulture sector in India. Also elaborate the
factors which act as roadblocks for the efficient supply chain of Fruits and
Vegetables sector in India. (250 words) 15
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19. It is argued that fertilizer subsidies have a negative impact on promoting
Organic farming in India. Comment. Also, critically analyse the advantages
of replacing direct benefit transfer in fertilizers with direct income support
for farmers. (250 words) 15
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20. What do you understand by Seed Replacement Rate? Explaining the
concept of breeder, foundation and certified seeds, highlight the major
policy initiatives taken in order to address the challenge of quality seed
availability to farmers. (250 words) 15
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