Shanghai Coop'eration Organisation
(S CO) :

History

The Shanghai Cooperation Organisation & a Furasian political, economic and military org:lms.atm which was
founded .in 2001 inShanghaiby the leaders of China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyrstan, Russu,“l’q'i;lstan “and
Uzbekistan. Except for Uzbekistan, the other countries had been members of the Shanghai Five, founded in
1994; after the inclusion of Uzhekistan in 2001, the members renamed the organisation.

Observers -~ India, Afghanistan, Iran, Mongolia and Pakistan.
Dialogue partners — Belarus, Turkey-and Sai tanka.

Areas of céoperation

Security (terrarism, separatism, extremism), military activities {intelligence sharing, counter-terrarism, joint
exercises), Economic ceoperation {eaergy, trade, FTA fyy 2020) and cultural cooperation.

Some analysts have viewed the 5C0.35 an artizUS and anti-NATO alfiance. US was not comforiable with the
organizativa ia iis initial years. However, this anti-US notion is fast changing. In 2011, US assistant Secretary of
State stated that “In Centraf Asia the Shanghai Cooperation Qrganisation seeks 1o holster security, economic
and cultural cooperation between China, Russia and Central Asia. We see the potential for greater U.5.-China
dialogue an areas of mutual interest such as counter-narcotics and counter -terrosism in support of the 5CO’s
effort”. AsHSAF is withdrawing from Afghanistan, SCO'is becoming ever more important fer US. However, US h
as no shown any indination in seeking any status in SCQ.

India and SCO

Initially India did- not-show any interest in SCO because of US veservations. 5C0 in initial phases was seen as
devoid of congrete content later on, SCO's importance started increasing. for the first time, Ihdian PM

attended the 5CO summit in 2009 at Yekaterinburg, Russia. importance of this platform has mcreased in
context of exit of 1SAF forces from Afghanistan. - )

_india in 2005 acquited the observer status in the SCO. India-is seéking full membership of $C0. Russia and

Central Asian states hav‘c atways been very supportive of India’s entry into the SCO as a full member for a long
time.

Members of 5CO are apprehensive of expansion of the platformyf india and Pakistan are induded, members

contend that SCO will bacome platform for bifateral dispute between tndia and Pakistan. -
o f

Why should India make efforts to become Fuli member of SCO?

Given the increasing role and significance of the SCO in the Eurasian region and beyend, India is likely to
benefit more in the long-tecm by joining the erganisation rather than by staying out of it

for iong {ndia has baen seen at 3 “mute spectater” and “fence sitter” in terms of its foreign policy towards

Woaestern and Central Asia. As India seeks to expand its role in regional and global affairs, & cannot remain
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insulated from the developments in its extended neighbourhood. Today, india’s growing economy and its
sclentific and techaclogical advancement are perceived as being beneficial for the region.

1. Fuli membergiip of the $CO Wilf provide India greater visibility in the affairs of the Eurasian region

which is stratiigically important for tndia. It will provide India with an additional channel to improve its
refation with Furasizn republics.

2. It will ena Indra, 3s aa integral part of the Eurasian security grouping, to neutralise centrifugal
forces asisi from relgious extrermsm and terrosism in the region.

3. In addition, it will help india in managing much more effectively the negative impact of a Talibanised

Afghanistan, especially in the post-2014 scenario or rather in checking the Talibanisation of
Afghanistan.

4.t wilt provide India with 3 forum where it can constructi\:fely engage both China and Pakistan and also

other regional p!a_yus:ma‘mglonal context and project india’s security interests in the turbulent
regional swathe— inchuding West Asia.

5. Cooperation in three aificaf areas— energy, building trade and transpostation tinks, and dealing with
traditional and non-traditionat security threats— can be facilitated through the 500 meckhanism,

& The main focus of SCO is to _combat three evils in the region tecrorism, separatism and extremism.
Regiongl Anti Terrorist Structure (RATS} a permanent acting agency of 5CO coordinates the agencies
af SC0 members on deafing with, these three evils. India is quite appreciative of the greater
csoperaum within RATS a5 an u‘nportant regionat answer to this challenge

7. lndia is looking for energy cooperatfon in the region and the TAPﬂTu.rkmemsta"l -Afghanistan-Pakistan
and Iran} project can give India a strategic link in its extended neighbourhaod and South Asia. Also,
India is increasingly loaking to Central Asia for its enerpy security needs. The energy rich Centrat Asian
countries wilt help India reduce its dependence on Iran for its eaergy needs

O the other hand, india will have 10 face the challenge of playing second fiddle to China and Russia, which
have been the leaders since the SCO's inceptiofL Moreover, given China’s domination of the SCO, india’s ability
to assert |tse!f wifl be minimal. Indfa will also have to contend with China's use of the $CO for enhancing its
own role not only in the Eurasian fegion but alse in Southern Asia. in return for granting India full membership
in the 5C0O, China may seak fulf trembership in SAARC. What ace the implications of China's entry inta SAARC?
Moreover, India will have to deal with the China-Pakistan nexus in the 5CG, especially given the
complementarities in Ghinese and Pakistani interests in the Central Asian Republics.
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