
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(sco)

Ilistory
Thc shanBhai Cooperatim Organietbo i!aEurasian polrtical, economic and military orya.istioo which was

. founded -in 2ool inshanghaiby ttc leade.s of chioa, Ka.al(h5E., (Y.tyst n, R66.r.tritt{ and

Uubckist.n. €xcept fo. U.bekistaq the otlEr @untries had been mem6ere oI the Sh.ndEi fi!€, loqlded a.

1996; after the in.lusi@ ofUzhektbn h 2OOr- the member renamed the o(ganisatim-

Obseruers -l.dia, Afehanistao kaft Mqtsolia and Pakistan.

Dialoeue p3dne.s - Belarus, Iurtey and 9i taoka,

'Areisoi.ooper.tion

. s.curity {ter.orism, setaratisnL ektr€min}. Eilitary actavi ties {intelligence rha.io& @unt€.{€.digt, Faflt
- exer(ires ), Econonic @operation {eECy, tra.le, FIA by 20 20) a^d cultural .ooperaiion-

- So-. rnrlyns h;ve viewed the sco.as & asti:Us aod anta-NATO alli:nce- US w.5 not ontd .hble with th€

- or8r niza tioq ia iis initial yea6. Hoses, thG lnti -US ootio n is fart changinS- lir 2O1t US atsislant Sereta,Y oI

State rtated thar "ln Cenkal&ia the Stadghai Coope.ation Organisation seekr to bolsle. teddtY" ecodomi.

- and cokural c@peGtion between Cftina. Rosia and Cent.ai aria. We r@ the potenti.l fq t eter u.5. China

.li.losue on areas oI oltual interertodr 6.ouote. narcotics a.d colnter {e(o.ism nr qlFport oa the sCO's

- effort". ar rsAF is withdrawing from AfghanGta., SCO is be.onrnrg ever frore impo.tant fo. U5. ltowever, US h

' as no sno*n any inclin.non insee&ing anysrarus iI sCO.

India and SCO
lr.iti.lly lidia did oDr5trow any interest in 

'co 
bec.use .f u5 leseturtionr. sco in inirirlph.s6 wls seen as

d€void of .on.,ete contenr hre. on, 5co's importance started inc.easinc. ad the li6t time. lidian PM

atteoded ihe sCO summit in 2009 at Yetate.inburg, Russii. lmpoftance of lhis plaafm hat irc.eaeed in
,onle I o,e).r ollSAalGre5lro'rAlghdni:lJn.

lndia rn 2oo5 a.qDned the ob*tos datvs in the sco lnC'a{, sed,Jn; full remberthp of sco. Ru$ia an,l

Ceotrrl Asian saatei haLalways b.en vcry slpportivc of rnJia's entry into the sCO as a fullme b€r fo. a iong

tim-.

' Members of Sco a.c apprehe n sive o{ exp: n sioo of the platfo.ny'di lndi! aid Pakiltan a.e induded, m€mbe.r
, onl.nd lhrt :CO wil'bp. of,r plroo"n to. b'lJre' dr d,:our- Ucrw.cn lndi, dnd p3lilon,rt
why should lhdi. m.fte e{torts to 6e@m€ tull m€mber of SCO?

Given the in.reasing role and ngni{iGre of the SCO i^ the EaGtan reeioe and bqond, l6di! is iikely to
beoefrt more in the lqrg te.m by ioining rhe o.ganisation r.ther ihrn by stayi.goL( o{ n.

for lona l.dia has been seea ar d "mute ipectatcr" and "fence sittei'in !ern, ofils io.eign poliq towards
weste.o and centralAsia. tu Iadia eeks to expand ats role in .egional aod global a{ai6. n cinnot remiin
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iosulated from the devddlr6E h its extended neighbou.hood. Ioday,lrdB,s s@{ins enomy and us
).ilnlirr aid redlodoeid.dqffil a.e p4, eivcd d, leine benenci.l to rhe.ecio.

I ru[ membctt! d dr SCO'tifl p.ovide tnd,d Brear"r !tribitiry in rlF ati.i6 ot tfie Lura(ian ,, g,on
whi.tr 6 srat&ialy t!Co.t2.It fo. tndia. tr wilt provade tndaa with .n a&itionat ch&net to improve its
relaaion wit|l €@i.tr rccl&tc

2 x kil ea$rnda,6 & ior.a6t part ot the ru,.5ian \p"ur'(y groupine, to Nur,rh)e con!,rtuedt
,ore\.dift lrm etCiu) ertrcmism and reioi,sm,. the re8,m.

ln rdd'L,oa, l1 fitl hdp Lxk. an mdnagine mu, h more e e(rNel/rhp.eerl,?r impr t ot a rdtrbJn,..,i
Afeh.nistnr! esp<n& in rh€ po5r 2oi4 scenario o. rarh.. h .iedjoC rhe tilib.hirarion oa

ItElprovilelndia*ithat@mwherenra^consrrucri,i"ty"ng"g"holnOinr.nar,t,std,,dnddt,o
orher regioel iq--ir.Egiotrat .onrext aod prcjecr tndiat,@rity interes& in the tu.butent
.esio.al swath€- nEtu(uq W€st Asia.

3.

5. Cooperatih in th@oi6di.e.s- energy, buildisg r.ade and t.anspdtrtioo ta.(s, and dealinA w]th
traditioGl &d @t ditirhal security rh reats _ cao be facilitared thlough the SCO mechan ism.

6 The mai. feur of SCO ir to,rtnhat three lvits in the reeion te(orir,\ sepa,atin and ertrenirnn.
Regionll Anti Tetuisr Srn<r{ie (RAIS) 3 pe.m.nent .ctinc agencl of ScO c@rditutes the ngen.ies
at sao memheE on deafng witE.these three evils. lndia is quate appreiati€ of the Arerte.
.oope.rtin witth RATS Ts an.,ihpo.tant regionat aoswe. to thjscialtenge,

- 7. lodia i5 look:ng fn edgy @pe.arion in thp resron .nd the rApi.iTurtod,rran AiRh rn r 5 rr, L p , kErrn
rnd kin) pojet ..n €ile lndia a st.ateBic tink in its extended neishbfl.tood and South Asir . alJo,- l.diaisinseainglylootingroCeoiratAsirforirsene.gysecu,(yneed5 

Ihe e.ergy rich Centrit AJii
.ount ierwill help tndia red{e irs dependence oo t.an for ir, ea.rsyn€eds.

on the other haftl, India *iI have ro face rhe ch3ltenge of ptdving sec.nd tddle to Chin, .nd R!jsii, whi.h
h ave be€n the leade6 ine ttre Scqr in eption- Mo.eove., given chinat doninarioo of the SCO, rnd ir,! J b ity
to assert itselt v/ill be hininat. tndja witt also h.ve ro .onrend vith China,s u* otthe SCO for eohan.ing (5
owo .ole not ooly in lhe Euraria.egt n but atso in Sourhern Aria. ln ret!.n fo.gra.tidg trdia fuI nremtre.rhir)
in rhe SCo, Chinn may eetfult ffiber5hip in SAARC. What a.e rhe implicatio.sof China.s entry into sAAR!1
Mo.eover, tndia {ill have to deat with the China-p2kirtatr nerus i0 rhe SCO, e5pecialty give. rhe
.omplementarjtiesin Oiner aod pakistani ioterests in the cetrrratAji,n Repubti.s

/l'
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