


English-12 PROSE

A Girl with a Basket
—William C. Douglas
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EXERCISE
Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:
1. Theplatforms were..........ccuceueee.. who spoke English.

Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. The author was travelling from Delhi to Bareilly by train. At every
station he got down and talked to the people.
Explanation: In this passage, the author is describing his encounter at the platform of railway station.
He observes a great variance there. He says that the platform was full of people who belonged to
different religions like Sikh, Muslims, Hindus and different sections of society like soldiers, merchants,
priets, porters, beggers and hawkers. Most of them were barefoot and dressed up in loose white clothes.
To have a conversation, author had to ask at least three people before he could find one who could speak
English.

2. Wewould talk attitudes and reports.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. After getting off the train the author was trying to find out someone who
could speak English and he could talk to that person (or people) about the events in the world.
Explanation: After asking atleast three people, the author found one. Then in their conversation, they
talked about the major events which were occuring in the world. They talked about the important
subjects and about the news of the day today. He was trying to know the people's opinion and their view
on the current scenario of the world and their feeling or reaction about the recent situations of the nation.
Thus he was trying to know the feedback of people and their opinion against the official attitudes and
reports in the nation.

3. Monkeys—some of yellow over drab walls.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In there lives, author is describing one of his sights he saw from the train
compartment.
Explanation: The author saw many monkeys some were mothers with their babies. Babies had clung to
their mothers and mothers were riding underneath, swinging off trees at the station in search of the food.
The train also passed though the villages. The walls in the houses of there villages were made of mud
mixed with water and cow dung. Roofs were thatched made up of grass and bamboo poles which were

U.P. Series English-12




stretched across the rafters. There were creepers of pumping on the thatches too. The ripe pumpkins had
left trails (marks) of yellow colour over dull brown walls.

4. Atonestation my unmistakably their desire.
Reference to the context: There lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. When at one station, author was getting off on the platform he was
surrounded by a group of young children.
Explanation: In this passage as soon as he got down at a station, his routine of talking to the people was
disturbed by some young children. They all gathered around him. They were selling handwoven, seed
baskets with simple designs and patterns. They all were holding baskets high and shouting words to sell
their baskets. The author did not understand their language but he surely understood any felt their
desires.

5. They were poor died where they fell.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In this passage the author is telling about the miseries of refugee children
and their parents. It is about the time when partition of India and Pakistan was announced.
Explanation: After India Pakistan partition thousands of people were homeless. Due to the fear of
extremism, many people left Pakistan and came to India. Here, they had to made an arduous journey.
They were very poor. They were just able to carry some food and a few belongings. The food did not last
long. After few days, they had weakness and they starved. They started falling down due to it and died
there too.

6. The children selling already overcrowded.
Reference to the context: There lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In these lines, the author is describing the plights of refugees. He is
telling about their struggles to survive in the cities.
Explanation: The author says that the children who were selling baskets on the platform were the sons
and daughters of the refugees. There children's parents or relatives had gathered in cities to earn their
living. They had started small stalls. Some of them were manufacturing ordinary things like baskets and
fans. They are struggling hard to earn a living through all there as the market was already full with such
articles as well as people.

7. Themostdiligent..............ccueu.ee. would wring any heart.
Reference to the context: There lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In there lives, the authors is talking about the most hardworking and
aggressive seller who was requesting him to buy the basket earnestly.
Explanation: Among the refugee children, there was a girl who was the most hardworking and
aggressive seller. She was beautiful and just nine years old. She was earnestly requesting the author to
purchase her lovely basket which had a handle in it. She wanted to sell it for thirty cents. Since the author
had already purchased many articles, he was unable to buy more. Therefore the girl had tears in her eyes
and she was pleading in a way that would squeeze anyone's heart.

8. Myarms were money back to me.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In these lines, a child pleads to the author to buy his basket too but he has
already purchased many articles. So he offers her some money but she refuses. It shows here pride and
integrity at such a tender age.
Explanation: In this passage, the author says that he purchased so much articles that his both arms were
unable to hold them. Forget his need but he had no place to hold another basket offered by the small
beautiful girl. Somehow balancing the articles, he took out fifteen cents and put it to the basket that she
had hold high pleading before him. He tried to explain her that he was quite unable to purchase her
basket and therefore offering their money to compensate it. The girl, who was just nine years old, who
was poor and struggling in her life to survive refused this charity. At this the author realised that he had
offended the little girl who wanted money through her hardwork and not though charity. Therefore she
returned his money.

9. Itold this and citizenship.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket'. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In these lines, the author is telling about the people he saw in India to
Prime Minister Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru.
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Explanation: Author here says that he had told this story of little girl to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru. He
told him that the people like the nine years old small girl made him fall in love with India. Such people
represented the beauty of a nation. The people he saw and met, whether they were from the villages or
from high statues had pride, integrity and emotion of citizenship.

10. They also have soul of India.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A Girl with a Basket. It is
written by William C. Douglas. In these lines, writer says that the small girl who herself was struggling
for her survival gave him the best glimpse of India.
Explanation: In this passage, the author says that people in India had great adoration for independence.
All the people he met were dignified and full of selfrespect.
The author was most impressed and inspired by beautiful child, who was just nine years old. She
represented a brave and dignified citizen Though she was born in poverty, she did not beg. She was
illiterate but knew the meaning and importance of hardwork. She was not trained in good and cultured
behaviour but she was well aware that nothing is above than, one's self respect. This girl had shown him
the true and real India of pure soul.

Comprehension
Read the following passages and answer the questions below them:
1. Theplatforms were...........c.ccuu.e. attitudes and reports.

Questions with their answer:
(i) How were the people on the platforms dressed?

Ans. Thepeople on the platforms were dressed in loose white garments.
(ii) How many persons the author found who spoke English?

Ans. At every stop, the author would ask atleast three people on the platform before he could find one
who spoke English.

(iii) Why was the author in search of a person who knew English?

Ans. This is because in this way he was trying to get a feel of the pulse of the nation, checking opinion
against official attitudes and reports.

(iv) What was the subject of conversation between the author and English knowing person?

Ans. World affairs and every major topic the news of the day produced were the subjects of conversation
between them.

(v) Whatwas the intention of the authors talking to the people?

Ans. The intention of the author talking to the people was to get to know the views and opinions about the
situations and issues of the nation. Thus he wanted to get a feel of the pulse of the nation.

(vi) Who were the people crowding the platforms?

Ans. The people like Muslims, Hindus, Sikhs; soldiers, merchants, priests, porters, beggers and hawkers
were crowding the platform.

2. There wererefugee where they fell.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Who were these refugees? When did they come to India?
Ans. These refugees were the people who left station and decided to settle in India. They came in 1947
when the partition of India and Pakistan was ordered.
(ii) How many refugees came to India?
Ans. Ninemillion people as refugees come to India.
(iii) Why did many refugees die on the way?

Ans. The refugees were poor people. They could carry a bit of food and a few belongings when they left
Pakistan. As soon as they were out of food, they became weaker day by day due to hunger and die on
the way.

(iv) Whichrefugee children are being referred to in the first sentence?

Ans. The children who gathered award the author selling baskets are being referred as refugee children in
the first sentence.

(v) Why did so many people come to India from Pakistan?
OR

Why did the refugees leave Pakistan?
Ans. Many people came to India from Pakistan, after the partition between India and Pakistan, by the fear
ofreligious fanaticism.
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(vi) How were they poorer as they began their long trek?

Ans. They could carry only alittle food and a few belongings. Soon they were out of food. Most part of the

items brought by them was spent. so they were poorer as they began their long trek.
(vii) Could all of them reach India well? If not, why?

Ans. Due to the lack of food, many of them became weak. Starvation and weakness made them lifeless.
They died where they fall. so all of them could not reach India well.

(viii) When did people pull up their roots and change their residences?

Ans. When partition between India and Pakistan was decreed, hundreds of thousands of people pulled up
their roots and changed their residences.

(ix) Why did people carry very little when they left for along journey?

Ans. During the time of partition, the condition of country was very sensitive. People left Pakistan by the
fear of religious fanaticism. Due to such circumstances, they were unable to gather all their
belongings and carry them. So whatever they could carry, they took with them.

3. The children selling market they bad seen.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Who were the children selling baskets?

Ans. The children selling baskets were sons and daughters of the refugees who left Pakistan during India-
Pakistan partition.

(ii) Where did the children of the refugees, their parents and relatives make their sheds? What did
they do for their livelihood?

Ans. They made their sheds along the streets in the cities. They manufactured simple articles like baskets
and fans to earn their livelihood.

(ili) How much did the parents among the refugees earn every year according to the author?

Ans. According to the author, the parents among the refugees earn about one hundred dollars a year.

(iv) What was the normal meal of these people?

Ans. There people had only one meal a day. Their normal meal was an onion, a piece of bread, a bowl of

pulse with milk, perhaps a bit of goat cheese.
(v) Why did thelittle children descend on the authors like locusts.
Ans. The little children descended on the author like locusts because he seemed to them the most

promising market.
(vi) Complete the following statementby choosing the correct alternative. To make aliving means:
(a) making a house to live in (b) earning one's bread.

Ans. (b)Earning one's bread.

(vii) Why did the refugee children consider the author, an American, a promising customer?

Ans. America was considered among the richest nation and the children might be aware of it. Therefore,
they considered the author, an American, a promising customers.

4. This child of nine soul of India.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Which story did the authors narrate to Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru?

Ans. The author narrated the story of the little refugee girl to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru that how the girl
who was just nine years old returned gratuity to the author. This firmly shown that she believes in
hardwork and not in begging or charity.

(ii) What was the reason that made the author the author full in love with India?

Ans. The reason that made the author fall in love with India was a lively sense of decency and citizenship
ofpeople.

(iii) What do you understand by passion for independence?

Ans. Passion for independence means to be independent individually and depend only on one's work and
diligence.

(iv) What virtues did the author discover in the Indian people?
OR
What type of people did the author happen to seen in India?
Ans. The Author discovered the virtues of pride and lively sense of decency in the Indian people.
(v) How doyou know that the people in the country hold self-respectin high esteem?

Ans. A refugee, nine years old girl who was poor and on the edge of starvation refused charity. This

clearly depicts that the people in the country held selfrespect in high esteem.
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(vi) How has the child been described in the passage?
Ans. The child was diligent and an aggressive vendor. She was dressed in rags and lived in squalor. She
was poor, illiterate and knew no manners. Also, she was full of self respect and pride.
(vii) Whatis theimpression of the authors about India?
Ans. The author was very much impressed by the pride, a lively sense of decency in the people and by the
warm soul of India. He had high esteem for India.
(viii) Who is the author of this passage?
Ans. William C. Douglas is the author of this passage.
(ix) Why did he feel that Indian people had both pride and lively sense of decency and citizenship?
Ans. PeopleinIndiawere struggling to survive at the time of Partition. They were starving and dying but still
some people did not leave their self respect and dignity. They were still hopeful for their lives. Instead
ofall the sufferings, they were still full of pride and still had decency and a proud citizen of India.
(x) Write a couple of sentences about the 'beautiful child' mentioned in the passage.
Ans. (a) The girl was full of selfrespect and pride.
(b) Shewas honest and her dignity was very important to his.
(¢) Thoughshe was poorand on the edge of starvation, she still believed in hardwork and not in charity.
5. My aims were that night.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Why was the author not interested in buying the basket from the girlin the beginning?
Ans. The author had already bought many baskets and his arms were full with them. So he was not
interested in buying the basket from the girl in the beginning.
(i) Why did the girl return the author's money that he had given her as gratuity?
Ans. The girl wanted to earn had money through selling the basket, She believed in hard work and
diligence. She did not want charity.
(iii) Why was the author impressed with the girl?
Ans. Atthis tender age, she was honest, hardworking and full of self respect so These qualities impressed
the author.
(iv) How did the author help the girl without hurting her feelings?
Ans. The authors helped the girl without hurting her feelings by purchasing the basket from her.
(v) Didthegirlbecome happy when the author boughther basket? Describe according to passage.
Ans. Yes the girl become happy when the author bought her basket. As soon as he bought the basket, she
wiped her teary eyes, smiled and went towards her hut.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following in not more than 30 words each:
1. Where was the authors going? From where did he start? How did he travel?

Ans. The author was going to Ranikhet. He started from Delhi. He traveled Delhi to Bareilly by train and then
by car to Ranikhet.

2. Giveabriefdescription of the train author was travelling by.

Ans. The train was slow and stopped at every station. At every stop, the author alighted on the platform. He
also enjoyed the sights on the way though the train. He saw richest agricultural areas, a number of
forests, etc.

3. Whatdid the author do to get a feel of the pulse of the nation?

Ans. To know more about people and their opinions about the current conditions of that time, the author
walked the platform and talked to the people about world affairs and the events of those days. Thus he
got a feel of the pulse of the nation.

4. Describe the things and scenes the author saw on his way from New Delhi to Ranikhet?

Ans. Onhisway, the author saw the agricultural areas, the jungles, and flat land running to the horizon. He also

saw monkeys. Some of them were mothers. He saw villages which had huts made of thatch and mud.
5. Whatdisturbed the continuity of the author's conversation at one of the stations?

Ans. At one of the stations, the author alighted, a group of young children gathered around him. They were
refugee children and they wanted to sell their articles to the author.

6. What things did the author, William C. Douglas, buy from the refugee children so much so that his
arms were full?

Ans. The author bought one tiny basket, a fruit basket, a beautiful wastepaper basket, a lovely sewing basket
and few fans. These things made his arms full.
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Ans.

10.

Ans.

11.
Ans.

. What forced the author to buy the little girl's basket?
Ans.

The author wanted to help the girl but could not buy more articles so he offered gratuity as substitute
which she did not like. Thus the only option he left with to buy her basket.

. What made the author realize that he had given offence by extending the gratuity to the girl as

asubstitute for not buying the basket?

As the author put the money in her basket, the girl raised her chin, took out the money from the basket
and returned it to him with pride and graciousness. At this movement the author felt the he had offended
her.

. What does the author William C. Douglas say in praise of the people of India?
Ans.

He found that the Indians are honest, diligent and decent. They have passion for their independence and
citizenship.

What picture did William C. Douglas carry back in the mind of our country and the people as a
whole?

William C. Douglas carried a very high opinion about the Indians and their virtues with him. He was
impressed by the warm soul of India and like them in high esteem.

Why did millions of people leave Pakistan for India?

Due to the partition between Pakistan and India and by the fear of religious fanaticism, millions of
people left Pakistan.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in hot more then 150 words each:

1.

Ans.

Describe the scenes and sights that William C. Douglas saw during his journey from Delhi to
Ranikhet?

William C. douglas started his journey from Delhi to reach Ranikhet. He went from Delhi to Bareilly by
train and then by car to Ranikhet. The train was moving slowly and stopped at every station.

On every platform, the author got down. He found the platforms crowded with all kind of people from
different sections of society and religions. All were barefoot and dressed in loose white garments. There
were also monkeys, some of them were mothers with babies. They were jumping off trees looking for
food.

The route of the train laid through one of the richest agricultural areas. This was the upper Ganga river
plain. There were great expanses of grass higher than a man's head. At some places, there were rows of
banyan and the packers trees. He saw rice fields flooded with water.

He passed by the villages which had muddy house with thatched roof. The pumpkin vines were growing
over them and trailing down the drab walls.

All these scenes and sights were seen by the author and he was very delighted to see the nature's beauty.

. Describe how the girl with the basket impressed the author William C. Douglas.
Ans.

At one station, as soon as the author alighted from the train, some children gathered around him. They
were selling baskets of different types like hard-woven, seed baskets with simple designs and patterns.
They hold the basket high, shouting words that the author did not understand but it conveyed their desire.
They were refugee children and helping their family in survival.

The author bought the articles from them like few baskets and fans. His both arms were full. There was a
beautiful, diligent but an aggressive vendor girl who also requested the author to buy her basket. The
author arm was already full, so he refused. She pleaded and begged him that wring his heart. He offered
her gratuity but she refused with pride and graciousness. So he bought her basket. The authors was
impressed by her virtues and diligence.

. How had the girl with a basket given the author a glimpse of the warm soul of India?
Ans.

The girl was among the refugee children who helped their families to survive during the partition. When
the author alighted on the platform, the refugee children surrounded him to sell their articles. To help
them the author bought few baskets and fans which had made his both arms full. Among the kids, there
was a beautiful nine years old girl. She was a diligent and aggressive vendor. She also wanted to sell her
but he was unable to buy it when she pleaded and begged to him, it melted his heart. So he extended the
gratuity as a substitute which she returned him. This impressed the author. He was amazed that how a
little girl who herself was struggling in her life to get one day meal, had not left her virtues. She
represented the people who did not give up in hard times and remained dignified. Thus she gave him the
glimpse of the warm soul of India.
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Multiple Choice Questions
Choose the most suitable option :
1. The author of 'A Girl with a Basket' is: William C. Douglas.

(a) Mathew Arnold (b) James Joyce (¢) William C. Douglas (d) William P. Douglas
2. William C. Douglas had left New Delhi for the Himalayas.
(a) New Delhi (b) Mumbai (c) Bareilly (d) London
3. Nine million people left Pakistan and came to India driven by the fear of Religious fanaticism.
(a) Social (b) Economic (c) Religious (d) Political
4. The children selling baskets were sons and daughters of these refugees.
(a) selling (b) buying (c) seeing (d) colouring
5. Thatno doubtin the reason theselittle children descended on me like Locusts.
(a) clouds (b) birds (¢) locusts (d) flies
6. Themostdiligent aggressive vendor was a beautiful girl of nine right in front of me.
(a) lazy (b) diligent (c) intelligent (d) carefree
7. Thepeople of India have a passion for independence.
(a) hope (b) passion (¢) hatred (d) gratitude
8. Iboughtone tiny basket for a few annas.
(a) small (b) great (c) tiny (d) big
9. My arms were filled and I had not spent fifty cents.
(a) tied (b) filled (c) empty (d) vacant
10. Theaverage unskilled labourer makes thirsty cents a day or less than two dollars a week.
(a) trained (b) unskilled (c) aggressive (d) eligent
Language Skills

1. Searchthe words as itis used in the chapter, with one of the meanings below:
(i) mountain range (ii) overwhelming (iii) ordered (iv) extremism (v) habituated (vi) dirt

(i) mountainrange —  ridge

(i) overwhelming —  inundating
(ii1) ordered —  decreed
(iv) extremism —  fanaticism
(v) habituated — accustomed
(vi) dirt —  squalor

2. Give the synonyms of the following words:
(i) rafter (ii) clump (iii) vines (iv) trek (v) decency (vi) squalor (vii) offence (viii) passion (ix) warm

soul

(i) rafter beam (i) clump — cluster
(iii) vines —  creepers (iv) trek — journey
(v) decency —  propriety (vi) squalor — dirt

(vii) offence —  breach (viii) passion — devotedness
(ix) warmsoul good hearted

3. Hereare given some words. Find their antonym from the chapter:
(i) arid (ii) enclosure (iii) bright (iv) moderation (v) lazy (vi) friendly (vii) indifference (viii)
cleanliness (ix) empty

(1) arid —  inundate
(i1) enclosure —  expanse
(iii) bright — drab

(iv) moderation —  Passion
(v) lazy —  diligent
(vi) friendly —  aggressive
(vil) indifference —  wormsoul
(viii) cleanliness —  squalor
(ix) empty - full

4. Here are some pairs of words which are pronounced similarly but have different spellings and
meanings. Use each of them in your own sentences to bring out their meaning clearly:
(i) feet, feat (ii) wine, vine (iii) fell, fail (iv) plain, plane (v) root, Rout (vi) week, weak
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(i) feet,feat
feet — Georgewassoon on hisfeetagain.
feat — Winningthe marathon was a feat for the one legged athlete.
(ii) wine, vine
wine — Sanadoesnotlike wine and beer.
vine — Rahulhasbroken the vine in the garden.
(iii) fell, fail
fell — They fell down from the cliff.
fail - RamandPriyawill not fail in this test.
(iv) plain, plane
plain — I'mjustaplainold office worker.
plane — Shehas flown to Canada on a plane with him.
(v) root,rout
root — Moneyistherootofall evil.
rout — Withtheroutoftherebels, the village was left in peace.
(vi) week, weak
week — Foraweek, her motherisnot going there.
weak — Grandfather has become very weak.
5. Usethefollowing idiomatic phrases in your own sentences:
(i) topulldown - (todeyrade)Thereisnoneedtopulldowneveryone.

(ii) tomakeout — (tofrom inthe mind)Iwasunableto make out the traffic signs through the rain.
(iii) torundown — (fatigued, exhausted)After working for many days, Neha feels so run down.
(iv) tomakefor — (to have or produce) She is very concerned about small details that make for

comfort.

(v) torun off —  (to getrid of) Children need to run off their energy.

(vi) tocall off — (tocancel) Rehan has called off the Goa trip.

2 A Fellow Traveller
—A.G. Gardiner
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EXERCISE

Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:
1. Idonot know I'was alone.

Reference to the context : These lines have been extracted from the prose 'A Fellow Traveller'. It was
written by A. G. Gardiner. These are the opening lives of this prose.
Explanation: In this passage, the authors is travelling by the last train from London. He explained that
he did not know who entered into the carriage first, whether it's him or his fellow traveller, mosquito for a
time, he was not even aware of its presence. He was in a stopping train. It was very comfortable train. It
was completely full when the train started but gradually and by the time, the author was the only one who
was still in the train. He was or rather, he thought he was alone.

2. Thereis apleasant anything you like.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A fellow Travellers'. It was
written by A. G. Gardiner. In these lines, the author is describing her joy about being alone in a jolting
and jerking carriage during the night.
Explanation: The author in this passage says that it is really, joyful and pleasant to travel in a carriage
through the night, all alone. He felt free and uncontrolled who had no restrictions. According to the
authors, its fun to be alone in a carriage because anyone could do anything they like.

3. Iflicked him off my nose look at my neck.
Reference to the context: These lined have been extracted from the chapter 'A Fellow Traveller'. It is
written by A. G. Gardiner. Here, the author is describing the actions of his fellow traveller.
Explanation: The fellow traveller of the author was a mosquito. His fellow came and sat on the author's
nose. He jerked the mosquito from his nose. Then the mosquito, his fellow traveller, flew about in the
compartment and examined it thoroughly. He went to all the windows one after other fluttered around
the light but it did not attract him. According to the author that when nothing attracted his fellow traveller
as him as a large animal in the corner, he came back to him and was looking at his neck.

4. Iflicked him off again has its limits.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A fellow Traveller". It is
written by A. G. Gardiner. The mosquito came back to the author again. The author flicked him off again
and again but he was keep coming back to him.
Explanation: In this passage, the author flicked the mosquito again. He flew away and took another
short trip of the compartment. He come back and shamelessly sat on the back of the author's hand. It was
irritating him now. He had enough of this fellow. The author tolerated it to an extent but his generosity
had limit too.

5. Itis enough meat coupon.
Reference to context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A fellow Traveller'. It is written
by A. G. Gardiner. Every time the author flicked off the mosquito but it come back to him. Mosquito had
irritated him. This time the mosquito came again and sat on the back of his hand.
Explanation: The writes got furious over the thing that the mosquito was taking advantage of his
generosity. He said that he would not tolerate it anymore. There is a limit to his generosity. The mosquito
had given warning two times by the author. According to the author he was a respected person and felt
insulted by the uneasy sensation caused by a stranger like the mosquito. Assuming himself a judge he
decided to sentence the mosquito to death for his rudeness and disrespecting the author. Justice
demanded that the mosquito should be put to death. So the court gave orders that the fellow traveller of
the author should be killed. There were many charges against this fellow like he was a wandering
creature who was without a ticket and did not have a licence to bite a person.

6. Iassure the humiliated me.
Reference to the context: These lines are taken from the chapter 'A Fellow Traveller'. It is written by A.
G. Gardiner. When the author met his fellow traveller. He was not much pleased to meet him. His fellow
traveller was irritating him so he himself presumed to be a judge and decided to punish him.
Explanation: The fellow traveller of the author, the mosquito was impertinent towards him. The
author was not ready to bear this insult so he considered himself a judge. Being a judge he decided to
punish the mosquito. He sentenced the mosquito to death. He said that justice demanded it and court
fulfilled it. The author also counted on the charges the mosquito had to justify his punishment. There
were many charges against the mosquito. First one, he was is a drifter. Second, he was an annoyance for
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public. Third, he was travelling in a train without a ticket. The final one that he did not have any
authority to bite people and suck their blood for these and much more such crimes he was given the
punishment of death. With this the author lodged a fatal blow but the mosquito dodged (avoid) it easily.
This humiliated the author.

7. My personal vanity ........ccoceeveeruecueennee terrible swiftness.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A fellow Traveller.' It is
written by A .G. Gardiner. When the author was humiliated by his fellow traveller's actions, his pride was
hurtand triggered. So he decided to make another attempt to punish the mosquito.
Explanation: When the author got fail to bill the mosquito he felt extremely humiliated. His pride and
ages was triggered and woken up. He tried once more. He lunged at him with the paper in his hand,
jumped on the seat and was pursuing him round the lamp but all in vain he also strategised his actions
like a cunning cat who waits for prey and approach it at the right time to grabit. The authors waited till the
mosquito and approached it secretly and swiftly. It was again, all in vain.

8. Heplayed with me spirit of the fellow.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'A fellow Traveller'. It is
written by A. G. Gardiner. Since all the efforts made by the author to kill the mosquito were failed so the
mosquito had again started to irritate him.
Explanation: He had failed in his attempt to kill the mosquito. It seemed that the mosquito had enjoyed
the fight. He looked furious like bull. The mosquito was enjoying himself he took pleasure in disturbing
the author's comfort. According to the author, the mosquito wanted to play this game of being chased by
a big creature like him who also tasted good (as the mosquito could suck blood also) and seemed
completely helpless and stupid. Gradually, the author felt that he liked this sport too and was getting a
sense of fellowship for the mosquito.

9. Ibegan to enter .......ccccceevreunees my prestige.
Reference to the context: There lines are taken from the chapter 'A Fellow Traveller'. It is written by A.
G. Gardiner. After all the annoyance and disturbance created by the mosquito, the author started feeling a
sense of companionship for him.
Explanation: After spending enough time with the mosquito, the author felt a sense of fellowship
towards him. He did not consider him a mere small insect anymore.
According to the author the mosquito had developed with a personality of an intelligent creature who
had fought with him over the possession of the compartment on equal terms. He felt good about him in
his heart and his arrogance towards him was gave, He questioned himself that how he could be greater
than the mosquito who clearly failed him in the only competition they had. Why could not be behave
generously and mercifully again? Generosity and kindness were the noblest qualities of man. Like this,
he could regain his lost dignity back.

10. Itookup summer night.
Reference to the context: These lines are taken from the chapter'A Fellow Traveller'. It is written by the
authors A. G. Gardiner. In these lines the mosquito sat on the paper and the author had a chance to kill his
fellow traveller but he did not, as he had given his words to him.
Explanation: After accepting the mosquito as a fellow traveller the mosquito sat on a paper. The author
called him foolish as the mosquito had put himself in trouble. The author could smack him anytime
which would kill him. He would be sandwiched between the articles written on the paper. Though the
author did not do it because he had relieved him temporarily as he had given his words to him and he
meant them. Also the author did not desire to kill him. The author was hesitant to say that he had
developed affection for the mosquito. According to him the destiny had made them fellow travellers on
that summer night.
11. Thave night again.

Reference to the context: These lines are the part of the passage from the chapter 'A Fellow Traveller'.
It is written by A. G. Gardiner. Here the author is talking about his interaction and experience with his
fellow traveller, the mosquito.
Explanation: The author said that the mosquito found him interesting and he was also entertained by
him. Both the travellers are mortals. According to the author, life has its miracles and mysterious for all
which is common to both and nobody knows about their journey in the life. All the creatures on this earth
are fellow travellers. None is superior or inferior to others. They are like ghosts that appear for a short
time only, it means that their life is also short. It's like coming from the darkness, flutter around the light
and again merge into the darkness. He means that creature born in this world run around the mere things
which are of no use and waste their precious time and at last they die going back to the same world.
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Comprehension
Read the following passages and answer the questions given below them:
1. Iflicked him off again are about to die.
Questions and their answers:
(i) When was the author annoyed with the mosquito?
Ans. When the mosquito sat on the back of the author's hand then it annoyed him.
(ii) Whatdoes the sentence 'I assume the black cap' mean?
Ans. I[tmeans thatthe author assumed himselfa judge to decide the case of the mosquito.
(iii) What did the mosquito do after it had been flicked off?
Ans. When the mosquito had been flicked off then he skipped away and took another jaunt round the
compartment, returned and seated himself impudently on the back of the author's hand.
(iv) What was the warning of the author?
Ans. Theauthor flicked off the mosquito twice. It wearing of the author.
2. Istruck aswift terrible swiftness.
Questions and their answers:
(i) Whatdo you understand by the words 'feline cunning'?
Ans. Themeaning ofthe word 'feline cunning' is quirky sporty and active.
(ii) How did the authors feel insulted?
Ans. The mosquito saved itself from the all kinds of tricks and attacks used by author to kill his fellow
traveller. Thus the author felt insulted.
(iii) What did the fellow traveller do to escape the attacks?
Ans. The fellow traveller dodged the attacks of author very carefully.
(iv) Who do you think is smarter?
Ans. The fellow traveller of the mosquito is smarter.
3. Hewas developing Idoit.
Questions and their answers:
(i) Why does the authors consider the fellow traveller to his master?

Ans. The mosquito had proved himself more intelligent and clever than the author by protecting him from

all the tricks of author to kill him. Therefore the author considers the fellow traveller to be his master.
(ii) How does man differ from animals?
Ans. Generosity and Kindness make the man different from animals.
(iii) Why did the author pardon the fellow traveller?
Ans. Inorder to recover his lost prestige and dignity, the author decided to pardon his fellow traveller.
(iv) What qualities did the author decide to practise?
Ans. Theauthor decided to practise the qualities of magnanimity and mercy.
4. Magnanimity and Idoit.
Questions and their answers:
(i) Name two noblest attributes of man.
Ans. Twonoblestattributes of man are Magnanimity and mercy.
(ii) How could the author recover his prestige?
Ans. Theauthor could recover his prestige by showing his kindness and generosity to the fellow traveller.
(iii) Who does 'aridiculous figure' refer to?
Ans. 'Arediculous figure' refers to the author.
(iv) Why could the author not kill his fellow traveller?

Ans. The author could not kill his fellow traveller because his fellow travellers was very cunning and
saved himself carefully from the every attack of the author. He withdraw the sentence of death from
his fellow traveller.

5. Thavereprieved much about mine.
Questions and their answers:
(i) Why does the author spare the fellow traveller?
Ans. Theauthor spares the fellow traveller because he had developed affection for his fellow traveller.
(ii) Whatis special about St. Francis?
Ans. St. Francis was popular for his charity and civility for every living creature on the earth.
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(iii) Whatis the mutual obligation referred to in the extract?
Ans. The mutual obligation referred to in the extract is that both had done something for each other. The
author had interested the mosquito and the mosquito had also entertained him.
(iv) Whatis the journey referred to in the passage?
Ans. Thejourney referred to in the passage is the journey of life.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 30 words each:
1. Give abriefdescription of the train Mr. A. G. Gardiner was travelling by.

Ans. Mr. A. G. Gardiner was travelling from the last train from London to Midland town. It was a stopping
train and a luxurious one. It was giving the feel of eternity to the author.

2. What is according to Mr. A. G. Gardiner the pleasant sense of freedom about being alone in a
compartment?

Ans. According to the author, if a person travels alone, he has freedom of doing anything without feeling
restraint or controlled. He can talk to himself loudly and nobody would hear him. He can do crazy things
like singing, dancing, play marbles etc without any hindrance.

3. What pleasant sense of freedom does the author feel when travelling alone in a railway
compartment?

Ans. According to the author, the pleasant sense of freedom about being alone in a railway compartment is
that a person is fully free to do what he likes.

4. Whatdid the author do while travelling alone in the compartment?

Ans. The author put down her paper, stretched his arms and legs, stood up and looked out of the window. Then
he lit cigarette, sat down ad stated lead his paper again. The author did these things while travelling alone
inthe compartment.

5. Who was the authors fellow traveller? When did the author became aware of his fellow traveller?

Ans. The authors fellow traveller was a mosquito. When the mosquito sat on his nose while he was reading his
newspaper in the compartment alone then the author became aware of his fellow traveller.

6. Describe the experience of A. G. Gardiner with his fellow traveller.

Ans. The experience of A. G. Gardiner with his fellow traveller was of hatred initially and later it converted
into affection. At first he was annoyed with the mosquito and tried to kill it. Having failed multiple times
and observing the intelligence of it, the author had developed a sense of affection and called it his fellow
traveller.

7. What did the author say when the mosquito seated himselfimpudently on the back of his hand?

Ans. The author said that he had enough and generosity and kindness which have their limits. He had warned
him twice that he was not an ordinary person and he won't accept the inpertinence of any stranger.

8. Why did justice demand the award of death sentence?

Ans. The author put charges against the mosquito. He counted the mosquitoes criminal like he was a drifter, who
disturbed public, he was travelling without any ticket and he had no licence to bite people and suck their
blood. Forthere and such other crimes, the justice demanded the punishment as an award of death sentence.

9. Why did author decide to be magnanimous and merciful to the fellow traveller?

Ans. This is because these two qualities were the noblest virtues of mankind, according to the authors. He
could regain his lost prestige by showing generosity and kindness.

10. Whatrelationships did the author develop with his fellow traveller?

Ans. The author developed a kind of affection with the mosquito. There was a mutual obligation between
them and a moral bonding had created. He recognised this as a distant relationship where fortune had
made them fellow travellers.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:
1. Describe author's pleasant sense of freedom about being alone in a compartment.

Ans. The author was travelling by the last train from London to his town Midland. The travellers got down in
ones and twos at the stations, when the train left the outer ring of London, the author felt that he was alone
in the compartment. The author felt a pleasant sense of freedom about being alone in a compartment of
the passenger train. It was liberty and unrestraint in a very agreeable form. He was free to do anything he
liked. He could talk to himself very loudly. He could argue out with an imaginary person and roll him in
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the dust without fear of a counterstroke. He could stand on his head and none would see him. He could
sing, dance, practice a golf stroke, or play marbles freely. He could open the window or shut it, Indeed he
could go on opening them and shutting them as a sort of festival of freedom.

He could sit in any corner he liked. He could lie full length on the cushions and enjoy the luxury of
violating the ordinance D. 0. R. A.

. Describe Gardiner's experience with his fellow traveller?
Ans.

When the last of his fellow passengers had gone, the author stood up and looked out of the window. He
returned to his seat and lit a cigarette. He sat down and began to read again.

The author thought that he was alone. He became aware of his fellow traveller when a mosquito
appeared and sat on his nose. Now he began to think that he was not alone. His fellow passenger was not
an ordinary fellow. He made a tour of the compartment, fluttered round the light and decided to entertain
himself with the large animal in the corner. He came and had a ook at the author's neck.

The author experienced that his fellow traveller was impudent and took delight in the tickling
impertinence. The writer struck a swift lethal blow with his right hand. But the mosquito dodged
playfully. The writer experienced humiliation. His personal vanity aroused. He decided to kill the
mosquito. He adopted tactics of feline cunning to kill him but all in vain.

The author felt the mosquito like a skillful matador and himself like an infuriated bull. The mosquito was
enjoying himself disturbing the repose of the writer. The author felt himself helpless and fool. He
considered mosquito as having personality that challenged the possession of the compartment with the
writer on equal terms.

. Describe the behaviour of the fellow traveller as depicted by A.G. Gardiver.
Ans.

When the author was alone in the carriage then suddenly a mosquito appeared and sat on his nose. He
flicked him off but he sat on his neck. After flicking him off again, he again came back and sat on the back
ofhis hand. This made the author furious. He decided to kill him so he struck a blow but he dodged.

Now the author had to made more efforts to kill him. He lunged at him with his hand and with the paper
but failed. He jumped on this seat and pursued him round the Lamp but he dlodyed every time. The
author was even unable to touch him. He tried to attack him like a felive but failed agains.

The author tried every tactic but every thing useless. The author was attacking him like an angry bull.
The mosquito was cleverly jumping about like a skilful metadas. At last the author give up the fight.

Multiply Choice Questions
Choose the most suitable option:

1.

2.

3.

10.

11.

A. G. Gardiner one evening boarded a passenger trains.

(a) climbed (b) alighted (c) boarded (d) missed
There is a pleasant sense of freedom about being alone in a carriage.

(a) of (b) over (c) for (d) about
I flicked him off my nose.

(a) of (b) on (c) from (d) off

I condemn you to death. Justice demands it, and the court awards it.

(a) lawyer (b) author (c) court (d) policeman
I felt my heart warning towards him and the sense of superiority fading.

(a) increasing (b) coming (c) fading (d) shining
Justice demands it and the court awards it

(a) declares (b) decides (c) awards (d) directs
You can open the window or shut it without provoking a protest.

(a) provoking (b) calling (c) picking (d) getting
I cannot go so for as thatin christian charity and civility.

(a) as (b) too (c) to (d) so
I'went outinto the cool summer night.

(a) in (b) for (c) into (d) to
I'struck a swift, lethal blow with my right hand.

(a) gentle (b) big (c) lethal (d) normal

How could I feel superior to a creature who was so manifestly my master in the only competition
we had ever enjoyed.
(a) inferior (b) greater (c) better (d) superior

U.P. Series English-12



12. Heplayed with me openly.

(a) for (b) with (c) in (d)by
Language skills
1. Match the words under column 'A' with their synonyms under column 'B'.

VAV 'BV

tolerably — relaxed

stealthiness - remained

carriage - satisfactorily

leisurely - coach

lingered - secret

prestige - dead body

agooddeal - dignity

corpse - alarge amount

Ans. tolerably - satisfactorily

stealthiness - secret

carriage - coach

leisurely - relaxed

lingered - remained

prestige - dignity

agooddeal — alarge amount

corpse — dead body

2. Write the anonyms of the following:
(i) brisk (ii) limbo (iii) advantage (iv) allay (v) flee (vi) stress( vii) sensible (viii) discourtesy (ix)

hindrance

(1) brisk — inactive (i) limbo — certainly
(iii) advantage —  disadvantage (iv) allay —  harm

(v) flee —  stay (vi) stress — unstressed
(vii) sensible — insensible (viii)  discourtesy— courtesy
(ix) hindrance — liberation

3. Fill in the blanks spaces in the passage given below with appropriate verb forms. Verbs in their
find forms are given within brackets:
I flicked (flick) him off again. He skipped (skip) away, took (take) another jaunt round the
compartment, returned (return) and sat (seat) himself impudently on the back of my hand. I struck
(strike) a swift, lethal blow with my right hand. He dodged (dodge) with an insolent ease that
humiliated (humiliate) me. My personal vanity was aroused, I lunged (lunge) at him with my hand,
with my paper; I jumped (jump) on the seat and pursued (pursue) him round the lamp; I adopted
(adopt) tactics of feline cunning.

4. Here are some pairs of words. Use each of them in your own sentences and clasify their meanings:
(i) calm, qualm (ii) roll, role (iii) night, knight (iv) fellow, fallow (v) deal, dele (vi) peace, piece

(@

(i)

(iii)

@iv)

™)

calm, qualm

calm — Hesimply continued to speak ina calm voice.

qualm — Hehad qualms of conscience.

roll, role

roll - Hegrunted and dodged, giving her time to roll out from under him.
role — Everyone hasaroleto support our society.

night, knight

night — Shehates to party at night.

knight —  Asokawas a great knight.

fellow, fallow

fellow —  The fellow worker promised to come back.

fallow —  Thehill fields are left fallow for ten years after two years cultivation.
deal, dele

deal —  Onehastoknow how to deal with problems.
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dele — Theproofreader was instructed to dele stray characters and other typos.
(vi) peace,piece

peace — Peaceand order were finally restarted in the town.

piece — Pleasedivide the cake into six pieces.

The Secret of Health, Success and Power

—James Allen
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EXERCISE
Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:
1. Where there is on which they can feed.

Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
success and Power". It is written by James Allen. In these lines, the author is describing the foundation of
health, success and power.
Explanation: In this passage, the author gives a brief description about the secret of health, success and
power. According to the author, health, success and power stay there where is a strong and true
confidence. A person who is faithful, kind an true will have no place for diseases and failures in his life. A
man with such virtues cannot be harmed by sudden mishaps and fall down. There would be nothing on
which these evil things can grow and flourish.

2. The sooner we realise life—giving currents referes.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
Success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. In these lines the author is saying that illness and
sickness go to those who attracts them. It means, who gives them chance to feed on are generally
attacked by them.
Explanation: The author says that as soon as we shall realise and accept that illness is the consequence
of our own mistake and error, the sooner we shall enter upon the highway of health. Disease does not
attack healthy and strong people. Weak and sick people lure it. It runs from those who are strong, truthful
and positive and such virtues and positive thinking produces curing and life giving waves.

3. Ifyouare given .......cceceeecereruenne an infected house.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. The author says in these lines that one cannot expect a
healthy body if one possesses anger, jealousy, greedy or any other negative thing. These negative things
are the courses of stress and diseases. These are the reason of a disturbed mind.
Explanation: The author says it is necessary to be fire from all kinds of negative possessions like anger,
jealousy, greedy etc to have a perfect physical health. It is because such negative things disturbs ones
mind. Therefore a man, who is intelligent, takes care of being fallen a prey of these negative things.
These things are more dangerous than a dirty or drained house filled with germs.

4. Many people complain invite a break down.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
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success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. In these lines, the author says that the break down in
people is the result of the energy they wasted stupidly.
Explanation: In this passage, the author describes that the energy wasted unwisely is the actual cause of
break down. He says that if you want to maintain your health physically and mentally then you should
learn to work without taking stress or affecting your body. Unnecessary anxiousness or excitement over
called things are issues in the major cause of a breakdown.

5. Work, whether of brain forfeits.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
Success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. Here the author says that a person should always work
whether its physical or mental. Itis always beneficial as it helps to stay healthy.
Explanation: In this passage, the author emphasis one doing work. According to him, work of and type,
whether its physical or mental, is always advantage our (beneficial) and health improving. The man who
works with calmness, and is determined about it feels no anxiety, tiredness and apprehensions. His mind
is just focussed on the work provided to him. Such man will achieve much more than the one who always
get tired and in hurry. A determined man is also capable of maintaining good health which is a boon for
him but penance for the complaining people.

6. To follow, under space all believing of faith.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
Success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. In these lines, the author says that in all kinds of
situations, better or worse, we should listen to our innerself. Believing in yourself will never lead you to
failure and you will get your confidence back exactly in the way you want.
Explanation: In this passage, the author describes the importance of relying and believing in yourself.
We should always be truthful and honest to ourselves. Always believe in the inner voice and let the inner
light of your heart enlighten your path which will help you to follow and focus on your aim. Author says
that pursue your aim with a brave and calm heart believing that the future will never let you down and
your inner strength will come back to you because the laws of universe can never fail. Have belief in
your own trust and belief.

7. By the power superior to suffering.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extacted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
Success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. In these lines, the author describes the power of faith in
yourself.
Explanation: According to the author, the power of having faith in yourself and in your work can erase
uncertainty and disturbance from life. It is capable of fighting with bad times and defeat it. One should
always try to acquire things like honest, truth, bravery and the most important to save faith in yourself.
This fearless faith is the magic and charm of getting success, happiness, peace, power and everything
that makes life illustrious and less suffered.

8. Ifyou will become right results.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
Success and Power'. Itis written by James Allen. In these lines, the author tells about the great strength of
faith. According to him, if some one has faith on himself/herself than that person should not worry about
the success or failure of future.
Explanation: In this passage the author says that if a person firmly believes in his work and on himself
then he won't require to be worried about the success and failure he will get in future. If he works happily
and peacefully, success will surely come to him. Correct thoughts and efforts will never lead you to
wrong path so there is no need to be worried about results. It always brings right results.

9. Your success, upon your pillow.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
Success and Power.' It is written by James Allen. In these lines, the author describes that anything we do
in our life are the factors which decide our fortune.
Explanation: The author says that our success, failure and whatever we carry in our life are the
characteristics that decides our fate. We should always bring our best attitude. Unblemished, clean and
lively thinking will keep a person ahead. If we shall bring hatred, bad and dejected thoughts then there
will be rain of bad moments and events, we will live in fear and agitation.
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10. You are the unconditional...............cc....... insignificant.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
Success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. The author says that firm faith is a good quality of a
man. If we have full confidence in our work then it will bring us good result. Our thoughts are the
determining factors of our destiny.
Explanation: The author says that we are the builder of our own fate hand this depends upon our
thoughts. There are two types of thoughts, good and bad. If we are kind-hearted, loving and unselfish,
our influence and success will be great. But if our thoughts are narrow and self-centred, our influence
and success will be useless. We may make little money or may become a millionaire, it makes no
difference. When we limit ourselves to our self interests, then all the things we're done in our life become
ofno importance.

11. Cultivate, then, .......cceceervererueeene power.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
Success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. In these lives the author says that if we have a big heart
and are loving, selfless then all there develop into a great and endeving success.
Explanation: The author advises us to develop chaste of feeling and unselfish soul and combine it with
faith. Our purpose should be single and that should be to achieve perfect health, perfect success and
perfect power. These all things are necessary for good success in life. In the absence of these qualities
success in any sphere of life is not possible.

12. Whatever your task.............c.ccuu.ue. of true power.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
Success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. According to the author our thoughts should be strong,
because the trends of thoughts are the strong factors in deciding the destiny of man. Therefore, everyman
ofthe society should try to develop in him chaste and selfless heart combined with faith.
Explanation: The author advices the youth of new generation that they should not keep in mind
whatsoever their task are. In our life no work is bad if the intention of the work is good. Therefore, they
should fully concentrate their mind upon it. For the successful completion of work, they should spend
their full energy and resources with honestly. They must remember that a small bit of success inspires
them to carry the effort ahead with strong faith. He will find that in the time to come, he will rise slowly
day by day and never face failure. This is the main formula to achieve the success and power.

13. Thehysterical, engult mankind.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. The author says here that one who are apprehensive,
diplomatic and unwise should be supported or they will fall without it.
Explanation: In this passage, the author says that the people who have succeeded in commanding and
controlling themselves are fit to command and control others. Those who are fearful, hysterical and
unwise need to be supported because they will fall without support but the one who is calm, fearless and
thoughtful and serious can liberate mankind from serious problems of life. No trouble and issue can
stand before them.

14. Passion ......coeeeeevecennens through it all.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health
Success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. According to the author, there is a difference between
passion and power. Passion is maltreatment of power.
Explanation: The author says that there is a great difference between passion and power. Passion is the
wrong use of power. Diffusion or scattering of power weakens a man. Passion is compared to a furious
storm. It beats fiercely and wildly upon the rock which is strongly protected. Power is compared to that
very rock. Itis not at all affected by the angry storm. The rock is silent and fixed in spite the fierce attack
ofthe storm.

15. Self purified Eternal Good.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The secret of Health
Success and Power". It is written by James Allen. The author says that if your soul is clean and pure then
you will be healthy yourself.
Explanation: In this passage, the author says that it your inner self and soul is clean then you will be
healthy. If you have faith in yourself then you will get the success. If you will lead yourself then the
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power will be yours. Thus following all these virtues will flourish and keep you in harmony with the life
and its prospertity.

16. This, then, is the of power.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Secret of Health,
Success and Power'. It is written by James Allen. In these lines teh author is telling the secret of health,
success and power. These are the concluding lines of the prose.
Explanation: In these concluding lines the author says that the secret of health is a pure heart and a well
planned mind. The Secret of success is firm and strong faith and a wisely directed aim of life. The secret
of power is to keep under control will power the dark horse of desire.

Comprehension
Read the following passage and answer the questions given below them:
1. Where there an infected house.

Questions with their answers:
(i) Whereis the success, health and power?
Ans. The success, health and power where genuine belief firm and clean mind reside.
(ii) Whatis meant by the expression 'positive thought sphere'?
Ans. The expression "positive thought sphere' means the surrounding and atmosphere of pure, clean and
good thinking.
(iii) What are known to be the seeds of disease, according to the author?
Ans. Anger, worry, jealousy, greed or any other inharmonious state of mind are known to be the seeds of
disease.
(iv) Whatis the secret of health according to the wise man?
Ans. Sterling faith and uncompromising purity is the secret of health according to the wise man.
(v) Whatis meantby the expression 'abad drain or 'an infected house'?
Ans. The expression means a dirty area or a house that is predominate by infectious microbes. Here it
means the bad thoughts that surround human mind.
(vi) In the third paragraph of the passage the author has mentioned anger worsy, jealousy and
greed as examples of inharmonious state of mind. Give one more example of this kind.
Ans. Onemore example of this kind is hatred and psychological tension.
2. Ifyouwould low with sickness.
Questions with their answer:
(i) How will you be free from all physical aches and pains?
Ans. Giving up anger, jealousy, greed and all the inharmonious things will make us free from all physical
aches and pains.
(ii) Whatis the elixir of goodwill?
Ans. Happy, joyful and loving thoughts are the elixis of goodwill.
(iii) How will you put away your physical ailments?
Ans. We can put away our physical ailments by keeping away our evil thoughts and intentions.
(iv) When will you not complain against your sickness?
Ans. We should not complain against our sickness if we continue to stick to such thoughts which corrupt
and weaken us.
3. Many people complain quickly forfits.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatdo many people complain?
Ans. Many people complain that they have broken down or feeling low through overwork.
(ii) Whatis the cause of breakdown in some people according to the author?
Ans. According to the author, breakdown is the result of the wasted energy.
(iii) What are the two kinds of work mentioned in the passage?
Ans. Physical work and mental work are the kinds of work mentioned in the passage.
(iv) Whatis that'boon' to which the author has referred in the last part of the passage?
Ans. The'boon'to which the author has referred is the boon of retaining health.
(v) Why does the author advise us not to go into the details of the work we have in hand?
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Ans. It is because it makes us anxious, excited or worried and this way we waste our energy and invite
breakdown.
4. True health and true believing of faith.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatdo go together?
Ans. Truesuccess and true health go together.
(ii) What can we achieve through faith?
Ans. We can achieve accomplishment in every work through faith.
(iii) Whatis the highest prompting? Why is it called so?
Ans. The highest prompting within us is to be always true to the divine self and have beleif in yourself. It
is called so because it helps to rise, assist and inspire in ones life.
(iv) How should we follow the purpose of life?
Ans. We should follow the purpose of life with a fearless and restful heart..
(v) What go together with true success and why?
Ans. The true health go together with true success because they are inseparably tied together in the
domain of thought.
(vi) Howis every enduring work accomplished?
Ans. Everyenduring work is accomplished by the power of faith.
5. Letyour heart grow. insignificant.
Question with their answers:
(i) How should you nourish you heart?
Ans. We should nourish our heart by growing it large, loving and unselfish.
(ii) How can you influence people and succeed in life?
Ans. Ifwearelarge hearted, loving and coving then thin way we can influence people and succeed in life.
(iii) What do you understand by the narrow limits of selfinterests?
Ans. Narrow limite of self interests means very little self interests.
(iv) When do you influence and success become insignificant?
Ans. When we are confined to narrow thoughts and self interests, our influence and success become
utterly insignificant.
6. Whatever your physical excesses.
Questions with their answer:
(i) What does the author suggest one to do in respect of the task in one's hand?
Ans. Theauthor suggests to concentrate whole mind upon it and put all the energy of capability in it.
(ii) Whatshould one do to go on succeeding in life?
Ans. To go onsucceeding in life, one should do his task or work with the full concentration and capability.
(iii) Whatis the way to larger talk?
Ans. The fealtless completion of small tasks in the way to larger task.
(iv) How do unwise people waste their time and energy?
Ans. Theunwise people waste their time and energy in foolish talks and in physical excesses.
7. Ifyou and unmoved.
Questions with their answer:
(i) How can you acquire overcoming power?
Ans. We can acquire overcoming power by cultivating poise and passivity.
(ii) Where does all power lie?
Ans. Allpower lies with immovability.
(iii) Who cannotlive without support?
Ans. These who are weak, movable and uttterly useless, cannot live without support.
(iv) Whois the man of power.
Ans. The one who remaining calm, composed and unmoved when all his fellows are swayed away is the
man of power.
8. Self-purified of power.
Questions with their answers:
(i) When will you prosper?
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Ans. When we will self enslaved to do our tasks in life then we will prosper.

(ii) Whatis the secret of success according to author?

Ans. Apureheartand a well ordered mind is the secret of success according to author.

(iii) What should you do to achieve power?

Ans. A determined faith, a wisely directed purpose and an unwaring will should be achieved first to

achieve power.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 30 words each:

1.
Ans.

2.
Ans.

3.

Ans.

4.
Ans.

8.
Ans.

9.
Ans.

10.
Ans.

11.
Ans.

12.
Ans.

13.
Ans.

14.
Ans.

Whatis the secret of health, success and power in life?

The secret of health and success in a pure heart, a well planned mind, an unflinching faith and a wisely
directed aim of life. The secret of power is to keep under control with will power the evil of desire.

What should we realize and acknowledge sooner and why?

We should realize and acknowledge sooner that sickness is the result of our own error or sin because it
will make us strong, pure and positive.

What does the author say about health, success and faith?

The author said that if there is strong and genuine confidence and uncompromising purity then there is
health and success. True and genuine faith can lead anyone to the path of healthy and successful life.
What does the author want us to follow, to be true and to rely upon? Why?

The author wants us to follow the highest promptings within us, to be always true to the divine selfand to
rely upon the inward light and voice. This is because every endwing work can be accomplished with
these virtues.

. What shall we achieve if we are centered in such a faith?
Ans.

If we are centered in such a faith then we shall achieve success and power in life. Every work is
accomplished with the power of faith.

. What does the author advise the reader and why?
Ans.

The author advises the reader to acquire true health, true success and power of faith. This is because it is
the talisman of happiness, success, peace and power and of all those that makes life great and superior
to suffering.

. How does the author prove that all power is associated with immovability?
Ans.

The author says that all power is associated with immovability. The mountain, the massive rock and the
storm tried oak indicate solitery grandous, higher success, rank, pride and defiant fixity. Those who are
immovable have power because they are not swayed by some emotion or passion, they remain calm and
unmoved.

What things speak of weakness?

The shifting sand the yielding twig and the waving seed speak of weakness because they are movable
and non resistant.

What does the author say about passion?

The author says about passion that it is the abuse and dispersion of power. Passion is like a furious storm
which beats fiercely and wildly upon the strong rock.

How will the purpose of life he revealed to us?

Single aim in life, being focus and power of wisdom and a legitimate and useful purpose help to reveal
the purpose of life.

Who fall sick? From whom sickness flees?

Those who attract and whose minds and bodies are receptive to disease fall sick. It flees from those
whose strong, pure and positive thought sphere generates healing and life giving currents.

Who should not expect perfect physical healthy?

Those who persist in clinging to debilitating and demaralizing habits like jealousies, suspicions,
worries, hatred and self indulgences should not expect perfect health.

What do many people complain about? What does the author say to this?

Many people complain that they have broken down through overwork. The author says that the down
through overwork. The author says that the breakdown is the result of foolishly wasted energy.

When is work beneficial and health-giving?

Work is beneficial and health giving when work is done with the steady and call persistency. It should be
done with anxiety and worry free state of mind then it accomplishes and retains health too.
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15.
Ans.

16.
Ans.

17.
Ans.

18.
Ans.

19.
Ans.
20.
Ans.
21.
Ans.

22.
Ans.

23.
Ans.
24.
Ans.

How does the author explain faith?

According to the author faith is the rock which we must build if we want to achieve something in our life
and want to stand not to fall.

Why should we build upon rock of faith?

We should build upon rock of faith to acquire happiness, success, peace, power and everything that
makes life great.

What advice does the author give us when we are sorrow or in joy?

The author advises us to retain our faith and keep firmly our feet upon its immortal and immovable base
whether we are sad or in joy.

How do the trends of your thought determine the quality of your life?

Our action, thinking and faith are the things which help us to make our life better. Our success, failure,
influreces and whole life we carry are because of the deminant trends of thought that are determining
factors in our destiny.

What should we do to acquire overcoming power?

We must cultivate poise and passivity to acquire overcoming power.

Who s fit to command and control?

One who has succeeded in commanding and controlling himself'is fit to command and control.

Who needs to be supported and why?

Those who are hysterecal, fearful, thought and frivolous need to be supported because they will fall for
lack of support.

Who needs to seek the solitude of the forest, the desert and the mountain-top?

Those who are calm, fearless, thoughtful and grave need to seck the solitude of the forest, the desert and
the mountain top.

How can we acquire power?

If we do not have power, we can acquire power by practice.

What shall we have in life?

We shall have aim a legitimate and useful purpose and thorough understanding of our work.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:

1.
Ans.

Whatis the secret of true success in life?

The secret of true success in life in an unflinehing faith and a wisely directed aim of life. Strong faith in
one's abilities and strength is very necessary for success in life. Where there is strong and genuine
confidence, adherence to goodness and virtue under all circumstances, there exists true success. A man
who works steadily and firmly without losing the calm of mind accompishes his work satisfactorily and
moves toward success. True health and true success go together as they are inseperably interwinved in
the thought realm. We should always follow the highest prompting within us and should be always true
to ourselves and to god. Selfbeliefis very important for the success in life.

. Whatis the secret of true health in life?
Ans.

A pure heart and a well-ordered mind is the secret of true health in life. For a good healthy life, a man
should keep his mind oblivious to focus on his work. Work, whether of brain or body, is beneficial and
health giving. Working calmly and persistently helps to retain health which is a boon. Factors which
affect health negatively are hatred, impure and unhappy thoughts, arrogance and the narrow limits of
self interests. If these virtue exist within a person then he or she should not expect true health in life. To
own a true health, we should cultivate the pure and unsefish spirit combining it with purity and faith.

. What does James Allen say about physical health? Analyse his views on the subject.
Ans.

James Allen says that it we are given to anger, worry, jealousy, greed or any other inharmonious state of
mind and expect perfect physical health then you are expecting the impossible. It is because the way we
are sowing the seeds of disease in our mind. Such conditions of mind are carefully shunned by the wise
man, for he knows them to be far more dangerous than a bad drainage system or an infected house.
Joyful, loving and good thoughts are must to enjoy perfect physical health.

If we will let the elixir of goodwill course enter thought our veins then we'll need no other medicine. Put
away jealouries, suspicious, wories, hatred, self indulgencies and it will put away apepsia, gastric
distress, nervousness and aching joints.
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Multiple Choice Questions
Choose the most suitable option:

1. If you will persist in clinging to these debilitating and demoralizing habits of mind, then do not

complain when your body is laid low with sickness.

(a) on (b) upon (c) in (d) with
2. Many people complain that they have broken through overwork.
(a) suggest (b) complain (c) write (d) refuse
3. Tobecome anxious or excited, or to worry over needless details is to invite a breakdown.
(a)disease (b) disaster (c) sickness (d) breakdown
4. Truehealth and true success go together for they are inseparably intertwined in the thought realm.
(a) intermixed (b) intertwined (c) impressed (d) engrossed
5. The faultless completion of small tasks leads invitably to larger tasks.
(a)leaps (b) looks (c)leads (d)lights
6. Above all be of single aim, have a legitimate and useful purpose, and devote yourself unreservedly
toit.
(a) casual (b) single (c) multiple (d) double
7. There are some matters in which the memory works with less than its usual perfection.
(a) for (b)in (c)inregard to (d) about
8. Such conditions of mind are carefully shunned by the wise man.
(a) shunned (b) screened (¢) hurled (d) swayed
9. Heonlyis fitted to command who has succeeded in controlling himself.
(a) command (b) demand (¢) reprimand (d) remand
10. Youareadvised to abjure bad habits.
(a)to getrid of (b) to continue (c)to abjure (d)tostick to
11. Passionislike a furious storm.
(a) furious (b) anxious (c) dauntless (d) dark
12. You will not need to become anxious about the result.
(a) cautious (b) conscious (c) anxious (d) contentious
13. Many people complain that they are broken down through over work.
(a) complain (b) claim (c) frame (d)name
Language skills

1. Read the following words and make your own sentences with the help of there words:

sterling faith; lodgement; Inharmonious; Elixir; Indulgences; Biliousners; Crumbles away;

Transcend; Possessed of; frivolity; frivolous; engulf mankind.

(1) sterling faith - Raman's sterling faith will lead him towards success.
(il) lodgement - If you are confident and hand working then failure should not find
lodgement in your mind.
(iii) Inharmonious  — One should not expect a good health with an inharmonious state of mind.
(iv) Elixir - Elixir of goodwill will keep you away from demoralizing habits of mind.
(v) Indulgences - Selfish indulgences mostly lead a person to self destruction.
(vi) Biliousners - Ritu's grandfather is fed up with the problem of biliousners.
(vii) Crumblesaway — Bad time crumbles away when you face it downtlessly.
(viii) Transcend - The best films are those which transcend national or cultural barriers.
(ix) Possessed of - He is aman who is possessed of great talent.
(x) frivolity - The foolish waste all their energy in frivolity.
(xi) frivolous - I'think he sees her as a frivolous young women.
(xi) engulfmankind - The earth will engulf mankind if human will not stop ruining it.

2. Fillin the blanks with the appropriate words:
breakdown, intertwine, sterling faith, passion, eternal
(i) Tamyourclose friend. You should do sterling faith in me.
(i1) Without regular maintenance my car might breakdown.
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(iii) Our lives became increasingly intertwine as we drew closer to each other.
(iv) Some people believe in eternal life after death.
(v) Hehasapassion for dancing, singing and even fishing.
3. Write the synonyms of the following words:
lodgement, elixir, accomplish, oblivious, crumble, shatter, reckoning, frivolity, engulf

(M)
(i)
(iii)
(iv)
V)
(vi)
(vii)
(viii)

(ix)

Ans.

lodgement —  fixture
elixir —  potion
accomplish —  achieve
oblivious —  unaware
crumble —  disintegrate
shatter —  split
reckoning —  calculating
frivolity - levity
engulf —  inundate

4. Match the following words with their antonyms:
Words Antonyms
sterling —  aggravate
feed —  reject
healing —  purify
endure —  undermine
infect —  fade
forfeit —  poor
acknowledge —  retain
Words Antonyms
sterling — undermine
feed —  poor
healing —  aggravate
endure —  fade
infect —  purify
forfeit —  retain
acknowledge —  reject

5. These are some homophones. Make your own sentences so as to bring out their meaning clearly:
Fraction, friction; vein, vain; flee, flea; heal, heel; break, brake; accomplish, accomplice.

o)

(1)
(i)
(i1)
(iii)
(iii)
(iv)
(iv)

)
V)

(vi)
(vi)

fraction, friction
fraction -
friction —
vein, vain

vein —
vain —
flee, flea

flee —
flea —
heal, heel

heal -
heel —
break, brake
break -
brake —

Only a fraction of the work was completed on time.
Friction between two metal plate can be reduced by using oil.

Teacher told about veins through which blood flows towards ourheart.
Aneighbour tried in vain to starch the bleeding with a towel.

He was forced to flee the country.
The diseare spread from rats to humans by flea bites.

They tried to heal the rift between them but were unsuccessful.
She beats him with the heel of her boot.

They break a plate in the kitchen daily.
I'had to brake suddenly when a cat ran in front of the car.

accomplish, accomplice

accomplish -
accomplice -

U.P. Series

Any hardworking and confident person can accomplish his goals.
Police have not arrested him as an accomplice of main suspect.
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The Horse
—Rabindranath Tagore
=AYU] UIs ol feeel warea=or

gfte & a1 (YR o A9 H 39 FHI T 71 foaR ST 516 HHR o YT 1 1A TR THI 81 et o1l

TG Teh FETIF hl el 3R e, ‘W w5 oK it <nsh, § ag) i U 2 5 I’

TEF A e Thehl IR e, “oAfdr, S Go % S § S gl ¥, IR SR SRR ST, S
afes sff 3| gered i A o o ¥ T G s S ontl 9R)) iR IR wHH § 9§ wgd dret- a w2
T Bkl A 3Te ot queR A gaie 71

BT ek &707 o for | “sreet, S ot greR I @ 93 el a1l

T IR T A TR LR | ¥ orgl-Ht Tl o 1 £ W@ 39 T Y 0, S 39 S, 38 |7 w1 fq
U 3T Y U <l FoT S = Tehd 9 TR 1S Tel Fehdt A1 S vIfer ST 3Y < o SH I8 & H 3w s
% foru vt o, T S99 39 I8 F fau 1 w9 72 <1 9% 1y sire sear

B A STk o B TH verd w1 At 9 e fea o {5 a1 $iR e 9 |1 g6 gion I g
I U] I AR Tl Hl A H 9 SN 98 91g % FY < a1 3R SH TIF qoF IS SISk Tgdl @l
SATRTST Yot <RI AT o1 3Tt +g H R <rge Rt 3T e o) 37 ay foRelt SRva @ Sed 9, TR wen fae
ot T U1 o 3ER-SER < T, T 8 3794 3719 | X S W 1 QY 21| o8 el el o, e fIrehr o™
Ul TR 1, T ool Sred Tl TEE LAl 9| SfgHI N Shed & foh UE ad Brdl § Sel 3779 H a1 SR AR
T e =g 311k 2l

T ST TH HE W Tgd T g T Y i T o A ST 97 T, F R ST T AT A W
e T I Ry S T ST T shidl o, 36 38 Tsh el HeH fea)

IH e % STel 75 Tl 1| 98 S &g o 91 W Foh T o1 S7eh1 S gehg she foran o1 Sfel & e i
2@, 9% S 11 6 afg Rt TR 98 ST Ushe Wk Al 9% 319 SW % oig i SUh! U W oo § 99d 8
Heh|

Tk T IE ST e Tehehd TS ol Tehe for@T| ST SHe! 18 T Teh S 1@ & 3R 48 | T o iR
3 Tk HRAR H =g o e steiiq 31o et # st feran)

=T 7o STl % B H TET SR IR ST T ), T S A ST B (el Her) @ faan| T % fag
TE EN g ot % I el 8 T

el SHh T Sta ST 21 a1 38 2797 HRATR i IRl TR Fgd SR § A1 11| 399 =S & GRI i
3TURT R Tl FH =1 T | Tg TR A o 918, T o o (TR ol | TH8 A Sl Sh1e ST 11| ST
e, T8 FHasTdl hed g1 1 38 Eard €, B4 3! SEHIE T o fo1g et T €, T g WHeR 3R SR i
T&l s@an”

HIg %I UIde] 9 o T §¢ haH 3T U 311 H A T4 o 919 g Gl o *ie ¥ ik 38k ufd
ISR SR HIE T07 T 2

TS iR i ST I Tt | & T 9 7 STk i T <l 9 S e Tk I o <X A ARl ot 39 s
TSN S F 3T IHeh I =1 o1 I8 1 SHh! fgAfemn

T oA T | gadl ferfeee T 9 ST S @ S S SR A g e % Te Hem W 3w we a8t
&I @l

SH e I A SR e, 78 R FM 7, T 1 SIS 1 T feran g1

T e, SR o, STT9 W Yo TR HE HIA &, g F1 Hh T oh X W i 1|

BT 7 iR = S 1R S 1 U Hohdt SR @ okt st H e @ feAfem <

IYH BT HEON H R 71 3R G A H el “afe qa =g 1 Lo el fopan <t 8§ soht <ha & @amH
Tl S e e
U.P. Series English—12



T 3 e, “GRATT, YT T8 W0 Te=ra o A el €1 <, HY shent gu-gfaen & for fomam st
ST T8l

T T SR SR T Toh BT i T fohall ST =1feul

TS A e, “H TR S5 1 UIe e W q foverd § o 21 Uk T # e1o foer age & SR
TEHd Bl foh TR el 3ok foTg wafem €M 81/ Hed 3 qe S i TA1 w1 2T ol T W ek @i sy fean
R IH T Y 11 38 ThR e & TR Sl Shaled Hgeh i AT 38R-3IER Heeh Fehell 1)

Tl § Tre] Si1g 1 < Wehl, T T B | o Il @ e B -l 39 W kT W0 S 7 A 3T
T T H Tk fhar T SRt e [l & | U 9t 7 ot 2|

T H e, el SHeRT o feRal ST 2 S T ¥ e e e € el 39 oA o foru St st weh?”

By A ST e, “H Tl o0 el €1 59 I07 i ST STedee § of sl

TS A e, TR, T, R e g% e e’

& < I e, BT, W] Siigl o1 SSlehR ik qH 319 ged i fererer o1 aier <l

EXERCISE
Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:
1. The work have."

Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Horse'. It is written by
Rabindranath Tagore. In these lines, the creator (The God) decides to create our more animal species
with the stuff remained after making the whole universe.
Explanation: After the creator created the whole universe he got a new idea and called his assistant to
brought some materials as he wanted to make a news species of animal. Assistant told him that in his
creative enthusiasm he had made many species like elephants, lions, wholes etc. but never thought about
the quantity of substance they cost. Only little of the heavier and harder material left but enough of
lighter material. God considered it and told him to bring whatever he had.

2. This time the horse.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Horse'. It is written by
Rabindranath Tagore. In these lines the creator is creating horse with unique features.
Explanation: While making the new species this time the creator took care about the amount of
materials he used. He gave no horns and claws to the new animal. He gave teeth to it with which it chew
but not bite. He gave it the energy enough to exist on the battle field but not enough to fight its own
battles. The animal created by the creator was the horse.

3. The creator inyou.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Horse'. It is written by
Rabindranath Tagore. In these lines, the characteristics of the new species were discussed.
Explanation: The creator made the horse with the materials as the air and the sky. He made with much
lighter stuffs. The outcome was that it was different than other species, It had the keen desire of freedom
and liberty. It was very fast in running. It had desire to run up to the horizon. Unlike other animals, it ran
aimlessly. It was just eager and enthusiastic about itself and freedom.

4. When kindness."
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the lesson 'The Horse' written by famous
author Rabindranath Tagore. In the opinion of author when man made horse as his pet animal for his
personal work, he saddled and tied it with a long narrow strap in his mouth. He also confined within the
stable. In this way the horse lost its liberty and turned a slave of man.
Explanation: The author says that due to the stable, the life for horse became unbearable. The life of
horse became just like a prisoner, It began to kick the wall of the stable, This was a struggle of horse
against slavery. As a result the plaster of the wall began to fall off. On such type of behaviour of horse
made man too much angry. He rebuked the horse for it unpleasing behaviour. He himself repented that
even showing so much kindness, the horse was ungrateful to him. He thought how he had appointed for it
a trained and special servant to look after and betterment for it but this creature proved to be very
worthless.

5. Firm Man."
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter "The Horse'. It is writtenby
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the author Rabindranath Tagore. In these lines, the man had tamed the horse and the creator heard the
misery of the horse.
Explanation: Many firm steps were taken to domesticate the horse and they were successful. The Horse
did nothave claws and horns to attack. He even could not bite with its teeth. The only thing it could do was
kicking but it had to give it up too for fear of whip. It could just helplessly neigh. One day its helpless
neigh was heard by the creator. He woke up and watched out for the horse but could not find it. He called
the god of death and asked him about the horse, but he told him to look at the man's house. The creator
looked down and saw his creation, the horse, standing and neighing distressedly. He felt bad for the horse.
6. From fallen.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Horse'. It is written by
the author Rabindranath Tagore. In these lines the Creator admitted that he is ashamed of creating the
horse.
Explanation: Man had tied the front legs of the horse before setting if free. The God could see the horse
from paradise but not the string. The horse was free but it could only hop like a frog. This made the
creator face red with the shame. He was ashamed for making such kind of species. He accepted to
himselfthat it was one of the biggest and worst mistake ever.

Comprehension
Read the passages and answer the questions given below them:
1. This time the creator as the horse.
Questions and their answers:
(i) What case did the creator take to make the new animal?
Ans. The creator took care to employ only a little of the harder materials to make the new animal.
(ii) Whatdid the creator do to make the new animals harmless?
Ans. The creator did not give horns or claws to the new animal to make it harmless and he gave it the teeth
that could chew but not bite.
(iii) How was the new animal useful on the battlefield?
Ans. Theenergy he gave it was enough to make it useful on the battle field.
(iv) What name was given to the new animal?
Ans. Thenew animal was given the name 'the horse'.
(v) Describe the features of the new animal?
Ans. The new animal had no claws and horns. He had teeth which could chew but not bite. He had given
the energy which was enough to make it useful on the battle field but unable to fight for itself.
2. When life became see my kindness."
Questions and their answers:
(i) How do you know that the horse was very angry?
Ans. The horse kicked wildly at the walls of stable because it was like prison to it. The horse's life was
unbearable in stable. Thus we came to know that the horse was very angry.
(ii) What happened, when the horse kicked wildly at its prison walls?
Ans. When the horse kicked wildly at its prison walls then bits of plaster began to fall off.
(iii) Whatarrangements had the man made for the horse?
Ans. Man provided food to the horse and appointed servants to look after it. There are the arrangements
the man made for the horse.
(iv) How did the Man react to the horse's behaviour?
Ans. The Man was furious over the horse's behaviour. He said that the horse was showing ingratitude
towards him. He fed it and kept servants to take care of it but it did not care for all these comforts.
3. Man then corded greatness of heart.
Questions and their answers:
(i) Whatdid the man do with the horse?
Ans. Theman corded the front legs ofthe horse together so that it could not walk properly.
(ii) How could the creator persuade the man to keep the horse with himself?
Ans. The creator told the man that if he would accept it, he would show his greatness of heart. Thus the
creator persuade the man to keep the horse with himself.
(iii) How do you know that the man was unwilling to keep the horse with himself?
Ans. According to the man, he fed horse and hired servants to take care of it but still the horse kicked
wildly at its 'prison’ walls due to which bits of plaster began to full off. It made hire angry. This the
man was unwilling to keep the horse in his stable.
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(iv) Why did the creator feel guilty to see the creature?
Ans. Since man had tied horse with a cord, God could not see it from above. He could only see its defects.
He agreed to man's false reasoning. The result was that He felt guilty to see the creature.
(v) How would the creator have felt had he seen the creature hopping?
Ans. If God had seen the horse tied with a cord, He would have felt pride of His creation. He would have
certainly admitted man guilty. He would not have felt ashamed.

Short Answer type Questions
Answer the following questions is not more than 30 words each:
1. What was 'anew idea' which struck the creators mind?

Ans. 'Anew idea' was to make a new species of animals that struck the creator's mind.

2. Why did the creator summon one of the His assistants? What did the two talk about?

Ans. The Creator summoned one of his assistants to brought Him some more materials to make a new species
of animals. The assistant said that in his enthusiasm of creating creatures the creator did not of the
quantity of substance they cost.

3. What qualities did the horse have?
Ans. The horse had enough energy to make it useful on the battlefield. Its mind was full of the desire for
freedom. It would run a race with the wind. It was eager to fly away from its own self. It loved to sun.
4. Why did the horse lost its home as described by Rabindranath Tagore?
Ans. Thehorse lostits home because it was tamed by the man and kept in the stable.
5. Why did man think of capturing the horse?
Ans. Man of capturing the horse to put his burden on it. He wanted to shift his burden.
6. Could man finally tame the horse? If yes, then how?

Ans. Yes, Man finally tamed then horse, He cost his nets and captured the horse. He put a saddle on its back

and a curb in its mouth and kept it in a confined prison. This way he tamed the horse.
7. Why did the creator grow red with shame when He saw the horse from heaven?

Ans. He saw the horse hopping around in the field This made His face red with shame when He saw the horse
from heaven.

8. Why did the creator think that the creation of the horse was a blunder?

Ans. This is because the creator thought that He made it for the open fields, it was meant to run but it hopped
like a frog.

9. What are the different gifts given to different creatures by the creator?

Ans. Some animals were given claws, horns to attack, some were given type of teeth which can chew us well
as bite. Some was given forests to live and some were given den, fields etc. There are the gifts given to
different creatures by the creators.

10. Why was the creator distressed?
Ans. The creator was distressed to see his creation, the horse, happing like a frog.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:
1. 'Man's greatness of heart lies in his accepting the burden of life." How is it illustrated in the story
'"The Horse'?

Ans. A man should always accept his responsibilities and fulfil them. A man is called a 'man' for a reason. He
has been created wise and intelligent among all the creatures so he has the responsibility to manage
nature and animals and not to ruin and hurt them. In the story , 'The Horse', man uses the horse to lessen
his burden. He does not think of its freedom and desire. He does not accept his work or 'burden' and put it
over the horse. He wanted to get rid of his burden. so he is a man but of unkindness and cruelty. He has
notaccepted his burden. Thus Man's greatness of heart lies in his accepting the burden of life.

2. When did the creator realize his mistake in His creation of the horse?

Ans. When the creator ordered the Man of free the horse then the Man set it free but tied its front legs with a cord
because He did not want the creator's kindness over the horse. The horse was free but it was unable to walk
or run. It could hop only. The Creator saw the horse from heaven. He could see the horse but not the cord.
He was very ashamed of himself. He thought that he had made a useless creature, he created it for running
in the open fields but it was hopping like a frog. He grew red with shame. At this moment, the creator
realized that it was one of the major and worst blunders he had created ever, He had realized is mistake.

3. Why did God Compel Man to keep the horse with him forever?
Ans. God created this universe. But He was not satisfied with this creation. So He had a keen desire to create a
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new type of animal. In this way the horse came into existence.

God gave it full energy to run endlessly and aimlessly. He made it harmless and useful also. He gave it
such type of teeth that could chew but not bite. He made a very useful for battle but did not give it a taste
for fighting. He made its mind full of desire for freedom or liberty.

These qualities proved to be curse for the horse. Man saw it running freely and fastly in the open field. He
found it too much strong to shift his burden on to its strong back. So he cast his nets and captured it. He
put a saddle on its back, a curb in its mouth and kept it confined in prison of stable. Then he took firm
measures to tame it.

In this way God made the horse and gave it full energy, too much fastness, love for freedom or liberty and
usefulness. But these qualities proved to be curse for the horse. Man saw the usefulness of these qualities
and tamed it. In this way the horse lost its freedom and became man's faithful and useful servant.

. How did man take away the freedom of the horse?
Ans.

When man noticed this new animal created by God he caught him. He took away his freedom. He
saddled the horse, curbed his mouth and imprisoned him in stable, He debarred him from the open field
as his home. Now he was fully unable to escape from bondage, When life became unbearable in stable he
began to kick wildly the walls of stable. This effort made him injured. Being afraid of whip, he left such
act. Now he could only neigh.

When the Creator of horse came to know all this, he was deeply shocked. He forced man to set him free
from stable. Then man corded together the front legs of the horse and set him free from the stable. Thus
he could only hop like a frog. The Creator could not see the trick of man. He Himself was too much
ashamed at His work. He admitted that He had done the worst in creating such type of animal. He again
commanded man to keep the horse with him.

Multiple choice Questions
Choose the most suitable option:

1. Thework of creating the universe was nearly over when a new idea struck the Creator's mind.
(a) mankind (b) earth (c) cattle (d) universe
2. This time the Creator took care to employ only a little of the harder materials.
(a) little (b) alittle (c) thelittle (d) solittle
3. TheCreator was distressed with His own work.
(a) distressed (b) angry (c) happy (d) delighted
4. Oneday the Man cast his nets and tamed the horse.
(a) attacked (b) freed (c) tamed (d) captured
5. Man then corded together the front legs and set it free.
(a) goaded (b) loaded (c) corded (d)nodded
6. "ButFather whataburden it will be to me."
(a) an (b) a (c) the (d) our
7. Thehorse was keptin a narrow walled place.
(a)down (b)in (c) off (d) out
8. The work of creating the universe was nearly over when a new idea struck the Creator's mind.
(a) work (b) deed (c) task (d) action
9. Thework of creating the universe was nearly over.
(a) completely (b) totally (c) utterly (d) nearly
10. The Creator summoned Death.
(a) kicked (b) summoned (c) answered (d) looked
11. Hegrew red with shame.
(a)red (b) blue (c) black (d) bright
12. The Creatorlooked down again and saw the horse standing in a narrow, walled space neighing weakly.
(a) grunting (b) barking (c) roaring (d) neighing
13. Thehorse was confined in a prison.
(a) confined (b) limited (c) bound (d) detained
Language Skills
1. Write the meaning of the following words:

(i) zeal (ii) reflected (iii) saddle (iv) bondage (v) set free (vi) cord

(i) Zeal - enthusiasm
(i1) reflected - considered
(ii1) saddle - aleather seat
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(iv) bondage - slavery

(v) setfree - to grant freedom
(vi) cord - string
2. Match words under column 'A' with their correct meanings under column 'B':
'Al 'B'
stuff - string
zeal - grant freedom to
reflected - lowly
apparent - enthusiasm
accumulated - collected
bondage - slavery
wretched - lowly
setfree - slavery
cord - material
Ans. 'A' 'B'

stuff - material
zeal - enthusiasm
reflected - considered
apparent - clear
accumulated — collected
bondage - slavery
wretched - lowly
set free — grant freedom to
cord - string

3. Look at the following sentences. There is a blank in each of them. Five alternative words are given
with each sentence. Fill in the blanks by choosing one that may make the sentence grammatically
correct and meaningful:

(i) The Creator called out Death. (on, off, out, in, over)

(i) Youmust give up your bad habits. (in, up, out, away, way)

(iii) Only a mother can look after her child well. (on, onto, after, upon, out)

(iv) Alarge number of prisoners were set free on the Independence Day. (free, off, about, aside, down)
(v) Thehorse was putdown in a narrow, walled place. (on, down, off, out, up)

4. Write the antonyms of the following words:
apathy, unclear, liberty, cheerful, absorb

Ans. apathy —  sensibility
unclear —  clear
liberty —  slavery
cheerful — sad
absorb —  assimilate

5 I Am John's Heart
—J.D. Ratcliff
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EXERCISE
Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:
1. From time to time, .......ccceeverueenennne him knowing.

Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'l am John's Heart'. It is
written by J. D. Ratcliff. In this passage heart's ignition system is described that how it gets disturbed.
Explanation: The ignition system of the heart gets disturbed for a moment but often. This mechanism is
just like the ignition mechanism of a car engine. The heart is its own power house, It produces its own
electricity and sends signals to activate contraction. But sometimes the system gets disturbed as the heart
beats and their regularity are disturbed. At such condition, one heat beat is piled upon another and it is
felt that the heart has mixed a beat. Such a thing keeps on happening but we never realise it.
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2. After anightmare..........cccceeerueeeneee slow me down.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'T am John's Heart'. It is
written by J. D. Ratcliff. In this passage it is explained that why after a bad or scary dream our heart
beats faster.
Explanation: In these lines it is pointed out that when we wake up after a nightmare than our heart beats
really faster than its normal pace. It happens because when a person feels horses in a dream, he gets
worried and his heart feels it too. Therefore his heart beats faster. Similarly when a person is at peace, the
heart beats at normals pace. If a person is unable to be calm then there is a way to slow it down. Gentle
massage on the vagus nerves, behind the ears, act as a break and slow its beat.

3. From time to time he will be loading on to me.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'T am John's Heart'. It in
written by J. D. Ratcliff. In these lines the heart speaks out its case itself in the language of author. John's
heart says that john places the responsibility of everything on him.
Explanation: John will be found sitting at his table working. After sometime of his work in this way
John feels— acute pain in his chest. He becomes afraid that he is going to have a heart attack. But John
should not worry. The pain is only due to body's digestive system. This is the result of having eaten a
heavy diet some hours before. Pain is just like a signal sent by heart. Pain points out clearly that there is
same trouble in body. These troubles may be due to over activities. When we eat too much, we have to
suffer for this. Sometimes our pain is only due to over burden of work. The pain is the medium by which
we come to know that our heart now needs nourishment. So we must took that our heart gets some useful
nourishment otherwise.

4. John comes from to minimize risk.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the chapter 'T am John's Heart'. It is written
by J. D. Ratcliff. In these lines it is described that heart disease may be hereditary too and there are
measures through which we can reduce their risk of occurrence.
Explanation: In this passage it is mentioned that the heart diseases can occur due to hereditary causes
too. When most of the family members have suffered from it then their posterities also suffer from it one
can't do anything about it but can do a lot of things to avoid heart diseases.

5. This s pretty easier for me.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter T Am John's Heart'. It is
written by J. D. Ratcliff. Extravagant weight of body is the main cause of man's all diseases. Human
heart must get right and proper nourishment for working well. If our heart is weak, we cannot live
healthy and will be unable to live for long.
Explanation: John's suggestion is to give up smoking because smoking very harmful to heart. So he
should get rid of this evil as early as possible otherwise he will suffer in the long run. John smokes 40
cigarettes a day. Nicotine is a harmful element is cigarette. It constricts arteries. It raises the pressure
against which john works. It also stimulates him. He cannot give up smoking altogether as it is too into
for him. Ifhe can get rid of use of nicotine, his heart will work better.

6. I'm not demanding for along time.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'T Am John's Heart'. It is
written by J. D. Ratcliff. In these lines it is said that a man should control his diet. It is not essential that he
should become a food fanatic. Reducing of body weight is essential. Fats play an important part in
preparing blockages. Fatis much injurious to man's health.
Explanation: The John's heart suggests that if a man wants to be free from heart troubles he should pay
more attention towards some important tips. These tips are very easy and essential. First of all he should
slim b bit. Secondly, he should take exercise regularly. Rest is another requirement. He should try to
avoid eating too much fatty things. Smoking should be given up. If a man does follow these tips, his
heart will go on working for a long period. Then there will be no worry for heart disease and his days will

pass happily.
Comprehension
Read the following passage and answer the questions given below them:
1. Noone litre tank.

Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatis the author talking about in the passage?
Ans. Theauthor is talking about the heart.
(ii) Whatis the normal weight, length and width of the heart?
Ans. Thenormal weightoftheheartis 340 grams, thenormal lengthis 15 cmand the normal widthis 10cm.
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(iii) How many chambers are there in the heart?
Ans. These are four chambers in the heart.
(iv) How is the heartdifferent from what it is generally thought about?
Ans. Theheartis generally thoughtand considered as very romantic butitis nota very romantic character.
(v) Whatis the function of the heart?
Ans. The function of the heart is pumping blood through blood vessels in our body.
2. John hardly ever him knowing.
Questions with their answers:
(i) What is meant by the expression 'heart neurotic'? What is good for John according to the
author?

Ans. 'Heartneurotic' means 'persons who worry too much about their hearts'. According to the author it is

good for John not to worry about his heart.
(i) Whatis meantby 'skipping a beat'? Why was John quite worried done night?

Ans. 'Skipping a beat' means 'missed a beat of the heart'. John was quite worried one night because his
heard had 'skipped' a beat.

(iii) How can it be said that the ignition system of John's heart is almost similar to the ignition
system of John's car?

Ans. Ignition system is the system which helps the process of starting something the starter does in a
motor car engine. Heart generates its own electricity and sends out signals to begin shrinking. Hence
the ignition system of John's heart is almost similar to the ignition system on John's car.

(iv) Pointoutthose wrong things John is often worried about concerning his heart?
Ans. Johnisoften worried about his heart that it had missed a beat. When the heart piles one beat on top of
another, it sounds as if it had missed a beat but it hadn't.
3. Nooneknows the plugged artery.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatsortofsubstances block an artery?
Ans. Fatty deposits begin to build up in the coronary arteries. Such substances block an artery.
(ii) Atwhatstage oflifein an artery likely to get blocked?
Ans. Evenatthetime of birth an artery in likely to get blocked.
(iii) How does the plugged artery affect the heart?
Ans. Where an artery becomes blocked, the portion of the heart muscle it feeds, dies.
4. Thatbrings me would fellow.
Question with their answer:
(i) Whatis the upper limit of normal blood pressure of the middle aged people?

Ans. Theupper limit of normal blood pressure of the middle aged people in 140/90.

(ii) Whatis the normal pressure when the heart contracts?

Ans. Thenormal pressure when the heart contracts is 140.
(iii) Whatis the normal pressure when the heart rests between the beats?
Ans. Thenormal pressure when the heart rests between the beats is 90.
(iv) Whatis the danger when the heart does not get the adequate rest?
Ans. When the heart does not get the adequate rest then it may cause death.
5. Smoking for me.
Questions with their answer:
(i) What type of substances does John absorb every 24 hours?
Ans. John absorbs alarge amount of nicotine through the cigarettes, every 24 hours.
(ii) From where are the arteries constricted?
Ans. Thearteries are constricted in the hands and feet through nicotine.
(iii) How does a cigarette affect heartbeat?
Ans. Toomuch smoking stimulates heart beats from normal 72 into the 80's.
(iv) How can thing improve for an addict?
Ans. Ifaddictcould getrid of constant nicotine stimulation then things can be improved for him.
6. What John should clogged arteries.
Question with their answers:
(i) Whatlight exercises have been suggested for the heart?
Ans. Lightexercises like regular and wild as a walk of a kilometer using stairs are suggested for the heart.
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(ii) How does regular exercise help the proper working of the heart?

Ans. Regular exercise causes new blood pathways to develop If one artery closes down, there are others

to nourish the heart. In this way regular exercise help the proper working of the heart.

(iii) What type of diet is bad for the heart?
Ans Thediet which includes fat and cholestrol is bad for the heart.
(iv) What percentage of calories does John get from fats?
Ans. John gets 45 percent of his calories from fats.

(v) How much walking a day would help?

Ans. Awalkofakilometre or two a day would help.

(vi) How do arteries nourish the heart?

Ans. Arteries nourish the heart by supplying blood to it.

7.

Iam not demanding for along time.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Theword 'l' has been used five times in this passage? Who is this 'I'?

Ans. This'T'isused for John's heart.

(ii) Whatis meant by the phrases 'demanding type'?

Ans. Itmeansrequiring too much.
(iii) Whatis meantby second sentence in the passage?
Ans. It means that a man should control his diet. It is not required to become a food fanatic but reducing

weight is very necessary and important.

(iv) Whatshould John do and what should he avoid?

Ans. Johnshould control his diet and reduce weight. He should exercise regularly and give up smoking.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 30 words each:

1.
Ans.

2.
Ans

3.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.
10.
Ans.

What should a man do to reduce high blood pressure?

To reduce high blood pressure a man should avoid eating junk food, give up smoking, should take proper
rest and take exercise daily.

Whatis the function of the heart? How does the heart performit?

The main function of the heart is to pump blood in our body. The heart pumps the blood first into the
lungs and then it pushes the blood into the body. In this way the blood circulates into the whole body.
How does the heart tell John that he is going to have heart attack?

Heart sends out a message through pain signal when it is in trouble due to over exertion. Thus the heart
tell John that he is going to have a heart attack.

. How does the heart gets its nourishment?

The heart gets its nourishment from the blood through two coronary arteries.

. How do arteries get blocked?

When fatty deposits begin to build up in the coronary arteries then gradually they can close an artery or a
clot may form to close it suddenly. This way arteries get blocked.

. What we the two false notions about the heart?

The two false notions about the heart are that it is very romantic and has fragile and delicate nature.

. Whatis the weak spot in the heart which is greatest single cause of death?

Coronary arteries have the weak spot in the heart which is greatest single cause of death.

. How does J. D. Ratcliff explain that smoking is very harmful?

J. D. Ratcliff explains that smoking increases blood pressure due to the presence of nicotine in the
cigarettes. It constricts arteries and stimulates heart, so the heart beats much faster. Thus smoking is
injurious to health.

. What particular foods should the heart patient avoid?

The heart patient should avoid fatty— food and junk food which contain high calories.

Who is more likely to have a higher blood pressure, a fat or alean person? Why?

A fat person is more likely to have a higher blood pressure than a lean person. The reason is that every
kilo of excess fat contains about 700 kilometre of blood vessels and the heart has to push blood through
them all. It causes burden to the heart.
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Long Answer Type Questions

Answer the following questions in not more than 150 words each:

1.
Ans.

How can fatty things, smoking and other intoxicants affects the heart?

Fatty things, smoking and other intoxicants make the blood impure. Due to this impurity of blood, the
heart has to work more. In this way the heart is affected. Fatty things cause fatty deposits which become
the cause of blocking the arteries. From smoking et cetera when an artery becomes blocked, the portion
ofthe heart muscle is damaged. And this way heart is affected.

The seriousness of the heart trouble depends on the size and position of the plugged artery. Fatty things
clog the wall of heart to make a great damage of its functioning. The heart has to work more and more to
sweep away the dead tissues and repave the area. Fatty things make the body heavy by providing extra
weight. This extra weight is harmful to the proper functioning of heart. Smoking stimulates the body and
the heart has to beat more rapidly ultimately it becomes the cause to damage the smooth working of heart.

. Describe the main functions of heart.
Ans.

The main functions of the heart are that it has four chamber pump to move blood to the lungs and to push
it out into the body. Every day the heart pump blood through about 96,000 km of blood vessels. It also
generates its own electricity and sends out impulses to trigger contraction when the heart has any
problem itusually send out a pain signal ouly after undue exertion or emotion.

. What could John do to get his blood pressure down to safer level?
Ans.

John could do the following things to get his blood pressure down to safer level.

1. John should get rid of excess weight. He would be surprised at the drop in blood pressure that would

follow.

2. John smokes 40 cigarettes a day. Thus he may be absorbing quite an amount of nicotine every 24
hours. A cigarette increases heart beat from a normal 72 into the 80's John could get rid of chain
smoking.
John could give up his constant fretting. It increases blood pressure.
John could relax. He might try some light reading instead of boring stuff he brings home from the office.
John should be doing regular light exercise as a walk of a kilometre or two a day.
Fatblocks arteries so John should avoid fatty diet.

o b

. What happens when someone has a heart attack?
Ans.

A heart attack can strike suddenly. It can occur when the blood supply cannot reach the heart due to
narrowed heart arteries. There is also silent heart—attack with mild or no symptoms of heart attack at all.
Heart attack patients feel the pain like a clamp squeezing their chest and may last from several minutes to
many hours. It happens due to the loss of blood supply when fatty deposits builds up in coronary arteries
and blocks the blood flow to the heart. It is the weakspot of the heart and greatest single cause of death.

Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the most suitable option:

1.

From time to time my ignition system gets momentarily out of tune just like the ignition system of
John's car.

(a) tune (b) dune (¢) pume (d) tone
How do I get my nourishment? From the blood of course.
(a) blood (b) heart (c) tissues (d) arteries

Also, while John sleeps, a large percentage of his capillaries are inactive so as I don't push blood
through them, my beat slows from normal 72 a minute down to 55.

(a) active (b) inactive (c) blocked (d) unblocked
John hardly ever thinks of me.

(a) never (b) ever (c) always (d) often

From time to time my ignition system gets momentarily out of tune.

(a) pillarto post (b) beginning to end (c) top to bottom (d) time to time
Climbing a couple of flights of stairs to his office wouldn't hurt either.

(a) spares (b) stares (c) stairs (d) scarce

I am not getting enough nourishment to cope with the work he is loading on to me.

(a) energy (b) nourishment (c) compliment (d) supplement
When John thinks of me at all, he thinks of me as fragile and delicate.

(a) soft (b) soggy (c) fragile (d) fragrant
Then, if our artery closes down there are others to nourish me.

(a) here (b) where (c) there (d) their
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10. Smokingis a pretty violent stuff.

(a) gritty (b) nitty (c) pretty (d) petty
11. Thang my ligamentin the centre of his chest.
(a) middle (b) core (c) centre (d) deep
12. You mustgive up your bad habits.
(a) after (b) away (c) up (d) out
Language Skills

1. Write the meaning of the following words:
(i) dedicated slave (ii) fragile (iii) exaggeration (iv) nightmare (v) aggravate (vi) twinge

Ans. (i) dedicatedslave —  faithful servant
(i) fragile —  breakable, brittle
(iii) exaggeration —  overstatement
(iv) nightmare —  anunpleasantdream
(v) aggravate —  moreserious
(vi) twinge — asudden, sharp localized pain

2. Give the synonyms of the following words:
cartilages, overstatement, shrinking, unpleasant dream, weariness, blot, obstruct

Ans. cartilages —  gristle
overstatement —  exaggeration
shrinking —  contraction
unpleasantdream —  nightmare
weariness —  fatigue
blot —  spot
obstruct —  destroy

3. Here are given some words. Find their antonyms from the chapter:

(i) freeman (ii) robust (iii) understate (iv) liquefy (v) expand (vi) comfort (vii) cruel (viii) sensible (ix) short

Ans. (i) freeman - slave
(i) robust - unhealthy
(ii1) understate - exaggerate
(iv) liquefy - harden
(v) expand - shrink
(vi) comfort - trouble
(vii) cruel - kind
(viii) sensible - insensible
(ix) short - long

4. Use the following pairs of words in your own sentences:
(1) heard, herd (ii) need, knead (iii) great, greet (iv) trace, trash (v) get, gate (vi) pain, pen
Ans. (i) heard, herd

(1) heard - I heard that her father isill.
herd - We saw a herd of elephants in the forest.
(ii) need, knead
(i1)) need - They need a good cook for their family.
knead - Sheis leaving to knead bread.
(iii) great, greet
(iii) great - Heisa great musician and singer.
greet - They greet mother with respect.
(iv) trace,trash
(iv) trace - He left withouta trace of having been there.
trash - Raghav throws the trash in the dustbin.
(v) get,gate
(v) get - They get money from their grandparents.
gate - Sheela did not open the main gate.
(vi) pain, pen
(vi) pain - Priyahas pain in her joints.
pen - Reemanever returned my pen.
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Women's Education
—Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
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EXERCISE
Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:
1. You arelivingin joy of your work.

Reference to the context: These lines are extracted from the chapter "Women's Education'. It is written
by the first vice president of India S. Radhakrishnan. In this passage the author is talking about the
opportunities for women in various fields.
Explanation: In these lines the author says that these many and better opportunities for women
presently in various fields like social work, public life and administration. Society needs women who are
disciplined and work in restrained way. Whatever work they do, it should be done with honesty and
disciplined mind. It will lead to success and get pleasure of work.

2. Actually in our blundering and bitter.
Reference to the context: These lines are taken from the chapter "Women's Education'. It is written by
S. Radhakrishanan. In these lines, the author says that girls education in India is not concerned and
valued much.
Explanation: The author says that in India people are not concerned and aware about the girls
education. Therefore energy school or institution that contributes to the education of women deserves to
be recognised and promoted with encouragement. The author is also worried about the kind of education
imparted. According to him these also should be some deepness with broadness in the education. There
is lack of depth. There should be always a purpose or aim in one's life or life seems dark, confusing,
dissatisfied and bad.

3. Thereforeitis define for yourselves.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'Women's Education.' It is
written by S. Radhakrishan. In these lines, the author says that an aim in life is must with learning and
skill.
Explanation: The author says the education which we get in the institutions like schools and colleges
should not give just mere learning and skill but provide us an aim, a particular purpose. The aim as to be
chosen by students Education gives a purpose to those who educate themselves and others.

4. Apurpose which the present generation.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the chapter "Women's Education'. It is
written by S. Radhakrishnan. In these lines the author said that the world is constantly changing so our
purpose should be relevant to the current scenario.
Explanation: The author says that everything changes with time. What was required and considered
important centuries ago may not have the same importance in today's life. It is because everything
charges rapidly. Therefore whatever purpose or aim we choose must be according to the needs and
current environment. Charging circumstances always should be considered.

5. Compassion, daya, is not more than that.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'Women's Education'. It is
written by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan. Here, the author talks about compassion, mercy and kindness which in
acommon characteristic of women.
Explanation: Here the author says that women are more kind and generous than men. Kindness and
compassion is a virtue of women. He says that he recently read a book which spoke about declination of
feminism and explained that it is because of the declination of mercy and kindness among women. In
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other words, kindness and mercy are considered as the natural characteristic of women. The author says
that every human being should be compassionate otherwise they are not human without it. Thus it is
important to have the qualities like sympathy, kindness and mercy for each and every person. Without
such qualities we are just mere animals is the form of human.

6 Thereisa a human being.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'Women's Education'. It is
written by S. Radhakrishanan. In these lines the author gives the reference of an Upanishad. He tells us
about the element of good life.
Explanation: The author says that dama, dana and daya are the main elements of a good life. According
to author 'dama’ means self-control. Everyone should command his wishes and lusts. Besides it, one
should donate one's things for the betterment of others. This is called 'dana'. 'Daya' means mercy, that is
the another element that makes life good. This is a supreme quality of a great man. We should develop
these noble qualities in us. The result will be that our life will become happy and good.

7. There are ever agreat nation.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'Women's Education'. It is
written by Dr. S. Radhakrishnan. Here the author says that there are many great stories in our classics
which will be implanted into us for moral courage, power and certainty.
Explanation: The author says that our classics are great and have many excited and amazing stories.
These are the kind of stories which fills a person with internal and moral strength. It gives us courage and
certainty. It will form a path for us to follow and conduct ourselves. The author says good women lead to
a great civilization and good mothers lead to a great nation.

8. When you talk earn alivelihood.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'Women's Education'. It is
written by Dr. S. Radhakrishanan. Here the author talks about the purposes which education gives
people in different fields.
Explanation: The opinion of author is that when we begin talking about education, we think of many
aims. The people being taught should be given the detail knowledge of the world in which they live.
They should be taught science, history and geography. This will enable them to get the full knowledge
which will help is understanding their world. The people should be trained to get some technical skill
which will make them able to earn a living.

9. Butwhatis there animates the former.
Reference to the context: These lines are taken from the chapter "Women's Education'. It is written by S.
Radhakrishnan. In these lines the author is questioning the kind of education give in our country. He also
states that earning livelihood is not the sole aim of imparting education.
Explanation: Dr. Radhakrishnan discusses the specific aspect of women's education in our country
which are skill and information but such education requires some speciality in modern age of scientific
advancement. Bread and butter is not sufficient for human life. No doubt, it is one of the requisite
necessities of our life, but life is meant for something else. Our education should aim at preparing
women to think about the world that surpasses space and time. The latter enlivens the former. We should
go beyond this road and across it i.e. the spiritual world.

10. Inancient times, subjection of women.
Reference to the context: These lines are taken from the chapter 'Women's Education'. It is written by S.
Radhakrishnan. It this passage the author explains that the older times were much prosperous for women
than the current one.
Explanation: It is pointed out that the ancient times were very good for women. They had a respected
position in the society. They were fully authorised to take part inreligious functions of society. They were
also familiar with Vedas and read other religious books. They were the partners of their male counterparts
in chanting the Gayatri Mantra. There was no restriction on their education. Their rights were equal to
man. The position of women in ancient society was not low comparison to the men. But when the ancient
civilization began to decline, it had an adverse effect on the position of women. The main cause of the
decay of such a high civilization was that women were forfeited from their dignified status.
11. After Independence, into their own.

Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'Women's Education'. In
these lines the author tells the influence of Mahatma Gandhi over women empowerment.
Explanation: In this passage the author is speaking about Mahatma Gandhi. He tells about the efforts of
Mahatma Gandhi. Due to the continuous efforts of Mahatma Gandhi, a revolution occurred in our
country. Because of his struggle women realized their importance and value on their own in
constructing the India.

U.P. Series English-12




Comprehension
Read the following passages and answer the question given below them:
1. Youare your work.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Inwhattype of age are women living today?
Ans. Today women are living in an age of great opportunities for them in various fields like social work,
public like and administrations.
(ii) Whattype of women does the society require?
Ans. Society requires women of disciplined minds and restrained manners.
(iii Whatshould you do while doing a job to make a living for yourself?
Ans. We should work with an honest and disciplined mind while doing a job to make a living for
ourselves.
(iv) When can you get the joy of you work?
Ans. By working with an honest and disciplined mind we can get the joy of our work.
2. Thereforeitis the present generation.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatis essential when you acquire the education in an institute?
Ans. When we acquire the education in an institute then with leaving and skill it should give us a definite
purpose of life.
(ii) Whatdoes 'Viveka' give you?
Ans. Itgivesusunderstanding of differentiating between right and wrong wisely.
(iii) Where does one get 'Viveka' from?
Ans. One get'Viveka from "Vimarsarupini Vidya'
(iv) What elements should guide us in determining the purpose of our life?
Ans. 'Vidya' gives us "Viveka' and vimarsarupini vidya gives us a sense of what is right or wrong. These
elements guide us in determining the purpose of our life.
(v) Whatdoes the expression 'adopted to the relevant needs' stands for?
Ans. Itstands for the statement that one should choose his/her purpose in life according to the current time
and scenario. One's aim should be according to the relevant requirements of the present generation.
3. Inthisimperfect go, my dear!
Questions with their answers:
(i) Why does the author recommended the study of great classics?
Ans. Theauthor recommended the study of great classics because it moulds and shapes the personality of
men and women in our society.
(ii) Whatis meant by the expression 'inimitable fruits'? What are they?
Ans. Itmeans the study of our great classics and communion with great minds. There are the things which
mould men's minds and hearts.
(iii) Whatis meant by the words dama, dana and daya? What s their significance in human life?
Ans. The words dama, dana and daya means self control, charity and compassion respectively. Their
significance in human life is that they constitute the essence of good life.
(iv) Whatdid Lakshaman's mother tell him when he was almost ready to leave for the forest?
Ans. When Lakshamana was almost ready to leave for the forest, his mother told him to look upon Rama
as his father Dasaratha, to look upon Sita as his mother and to look upon the forest as Ayodhya.
4. Thereis afamous essentials of good life.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatare the two fruits of 'Samsara'?
Ans. According to the author the two fruits of "Samsara' are the study of great ancient literature and to
participate with great mighty minds.
(ii) Why should the classics be studied?
Ans. The classics should be studied because they have power to shape our minds and hearts.
(iii) Whatis'da,da,da'?
Ans 'da,da, da' were the essence of good life. They stand for dana, dana, daya.
(iv) Whatdid the teacher explain?
Ans. Theteacherexplained that'dana', 'dana’, 'daya’ were the essence of good life.
(v) What constitutes the essence of good life?
Ans. 'dama’,'dana'and 'daya’ constitutes the essence of good life.
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(vi) Whois'I'in this passage?
Ans. Inthispassage,'l'is the author Dr. S. Radhakrishnan.
5. Inancient times into their own.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatplace did our women occupy in ancient India? Give examples.

Ans. In ancient times, our women head the ceremony of upanayana performed for them. They were
entitled to a study of vedas. They were also entitled to the chanting of the gayatri japa. All these
things were open to our women.

(i) Whataccounts for the decay of our civilization, according to Dr. S. Radhakrishnan?

Ans. Subjection or dependence of women is accounted for the decay of our civilization according to Dr.
S.Radhakrishnan.

(iii) What did Mahatma Gandhi do to bring about a revolution in our society after Independence?

Ans. The continuous efforts of Mahatma Gandhi and his struggle brought about a revolution in our
society after independence.

(iv) Whatis meantby the statement 'women are coming into their own'?

Ans. The statement 'women are coming into their own' means that if women are given opportunities and
they will understand their importance then their contribution will be more in the construction of
future India.

(v) How canitbesaid that women of ancient India were well educated?

Ans. Women of ancient India had a respected position in the society. They were entitled to take part in
religious functions and were well aware of Vedas. They were entitled to the chanting of the Gayatri
Mantra. All these things were open to women.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions is not more than 30 words each:
1. What are the opportunities available to women in our age?
Ans. In our age women have various opportunities in various fields like in social work, public life and
administration.
2. Whatkind of women does the society need today?
Ans. Society needs the kind of women who are disciplined and restrained.
3 What is the importance of the study of classics in shaping the personality of the persons of our
society?
Ans. The study of our great classics and communion with great minds are two fruits of inmitable quality.
These things mould men's minds and hearts.
4. What were the things women were entitled to in ancient India?
Ans. Inancienttimes women were entitled to the study of vedas and chanting of the Gayatri Mantra.
5. What constitutes the essence of the good life?
Ans. The essence of the good life constitutes 'dama’, 'dana’ and 'daya'. It means self control, charity and
compassion.
6. Whataccording to Dr. S. Radhakrishnan are the three important qualities of valuable life?
Ans. Self control (dama), charity (dana) and daya (compassion) are the three important qualities of a
valuable life.
7. WhatKkind of education does Dr. S. Radhakrishnan recommended and why?
Ans. Other than learning and skill, the students should be equipped with a definite purpose in their life. It is
because purpose in our life gives direction to it and helps to make life better.
8 Inthe Ramayana, when Lakshmana sets out for the forest, what did his mother tell him?
Ans. When Lakshaman sets out for the forest then his mother tells him to look upon Rama as his father
Dasaratha, Sita as his mother and the forest as Ayodhya.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following question in not more than 150 words each:
1. Write the Dr. S. Radhakrishnan's views on women's education.

Ans. Dr. Radhakrishnan was a great thinker and philosopher. He very well knew the importance of women's
education in our country. He advocated a change in the education system. Girls educations in our
country is not widespread. There are very few institutions for girls' education. Such institutions are
worthy of recognition and encouragement.

He says that the kind of education that is given at present must not only be broad but should also be deep.
Our education lacks depth. It fails to give us insight into the mysteries of life. It should give us a definite
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purpose in life. Every girl has to define that purpose for herself. That purpose must be adapted to the

relevant needs of the present generation.

He says that the natural quality of women is compassion. They should cultivate this quality. They should

also develop the quality of consideration and kindness.

He lays emphasis on the study of great classics. Women should read the classics. The study of classics

moulds our hearts and minds. They instil into us great moral strength. They lay down for us the lines on
which we have to conduct ourselves.

The chief purpose of education is not merely the acquiring of skill of information but the initiation into a

higher life. Education should produce women who have an honest and disciplined mind.
2. Why is women's education important for the progress of our country?

Ans. Although Dr. S. Radhakrishnan is talking about women's education, some of his remarks are good for
education to all. In addition to general opinion about education he also gives some points especially to
women education because they are supposed to play an important role in building a nation.

In the beginning Dr. Radhakrishnan speaks about the kind of women which are required by the society.

He says that women's education should be more widespread. It should be deep and must give a purpose
in life. We should recognize and encourage the institutions that contribute to the education to girls.

The author advises women to cultivate compassion which is main characteristic of women. He special

praise to women through these lines—

Giveus good women, we will have a great civilization.

Gives us good mother, we will have a great nation.

Thus, Dr. Radhakrishnan exhorts women to play their crucial role in creating a great civilization and

shaping a great nation.

He regrets that women were neglected during the foreign rule over India. But he is full of hope when he

says that women are now acquiring their real position of ancient glory in the society.
3. What, according to Dr. S. Radhakrishnan is the main purpose of education?

Ans. When people talk about education, they have generally the following aims in their views:

(a) Knowledge of the world: The people who are taught should be given knowledge and information
of'the world in which they live. They subjects as Science, History and Geography enable them to get
such type of knowledge and information.

(b) Technical skill: People should be trained to acquire technical skill by which they can earn a
livelihood.

(¢) Chief purpose of education: Dr. Radhakrishnan says that the chief purpose of education is not
merely acquiring of technical skill or knowledge and information about this world. He adds that the
chief purpose of education is to introduce us into a higher life. It means the introduction into a world
which rises above this world of ours. Our world is confined by Space and Time. The chief purpose of
education is to enable us to think deeply and rise above the worldly worries.

4. What is the meant of a famous verse, Samsara visha vrikshasya? Explain if according to Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan.

Ans. There is a famous verse samsara visha vrikshasya. It means that in this imperfect world, samsara, there
are two fruits of immitable quality. These are the study of our great classics and communion with great
minds. These two are the things which mould men's minds and hearts. The author Dr. S Radhakrishnan
said that he was concerned that our great classics should be studies, the classics of all countries of which
we are the inheritors. The essence of good life dama, dana, daya is the mark of a human being.

5. Whatadvice does Dr. S. Radhakrishnan give to Indian women to acquire perfect knowledge?

Ans. Dr. Radhakrishnan is not satisfied with the education of Indian women are getting. Women education is
not sufficiently widespread. So the institutions of women's education should be encouraged. Their
education should not be broad only out should also be deep. Their education is lacking in depth at
present. So it must be purposeful.

Science, history and geography give them the knowledge of the world only Technical knowledge helps
them to earn a livelihood. But this is not true knowledge, They must be acquainted with a higher life that
transcends the world of space and Time. For this they must study our great classics.

Our classics are full of thrilling stories. They will enable them to shape their lives to higher ideas and lead
their lives nobly. By studying them they will acquire the qualities of self-control, charity and
compassion. These are the essential qualities of good life.

Our old books point out the important of women's education. So Dr. Radhakrishnan has said,"Give us
good women, we will have a great civilization. Give us good mothers, we will have a great nation.

Such is the importance of women's education.
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Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the most suitable option:

1. Tam anxious that our great classics should be studied.
(a) neglected (b) studied (c) avoided (d) sold
2. When you talk about education, you have several aims in view.
(a) openly (b) internally (c) inview (d) outoftune
3. Forsome centuries we neglected our womenfolk.
(a) years (b) decades (c) weeks (d) centuries
4. Youarelivingin an age when there are great opportunities for women in social work.
(a) profits (b) problems (c) opportunities (d) dangers
5. Society requires women of disciplined minds and restrained manners.
(a) controlled (b) restrained (c) good (d) disciplined
6. Actually in our country, education so far as girl's education is concerned, is not widespread
enough.
(a) sofaras (b) asfaras (c) solongas (d) aslongas
7. The natural quality of women is compassion.
(a) indifference (b) charm (c) selfishness (d) compassion
8. Ifyoudonothave compassion you are not human.
(a) power (b) compassion (c) glory (d) money
9. Butlam anxious thatthe kind of education that isimparted must not only be broad but should also
be deep.
(a) good (b) deep (c) practical (d) cheap
10. Compassion is the quality which is more characteristic of women than of men
(a) Emotion (b) Compassion (c) Passion (d) Impassioned
11. But our civilization became arrested and one of the main signs of that decay of our civilization is
the subjection of women.
(a) fall (b) ruin (c) setback (d) decay
12. After Independence, through the exertions of Mahatma Gandhi a revolution has been effected in
our country, and women are coming into their own.
(a) Mahatma Gandhi (b) VinobaBhave (¢) Mother Teresa (d) Jawaharlal Nehru
13. I am anxious that our great classics should be studied, the classics of all countries of which we are
theinheritors.
(a) master (b) possessor (c¢) upholders (d) inheritors
14. There are ever so many thrilling stories in our classics which will instill into us great moral
strength, which will lay down for us the lines on which we have to conduct ourselves.
(a) thrilling (b) joyful (c) inspiring (d) moral
Language Skills

1. Search the synonyms of these words in the chapter:

controlled, introduce, identification, convey, rhyme, unique, concerned, successor, dependence

Ans. (i) controlled — restrained

(i) introduce - undertake

(ii1) identification — recognition

(iv) convey - impart

(v) rhyme — verse

(vi) unique - inimitable

(vii) concerned — anxious

(viii) successor - inheritor

(ix) dependence  — subjection

2. Find out the meanings of the following pairs of words and make also your own sentences by using

these words:
(i) continual, continuous (ii) instil, install (iii) adapt, adopt (iv)spacious, specious

(i) continual, continuous
(i) continual  frequentlyrecurring— The continual interruptions by the student were annoying
the teacher.
continuous uninterrupted —  The batteries provide enough power for up to five hours of
continuous use.
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(ii) instil, install

(i1) instil infuse — All parents must instil in their children the need to be
vigilant.
install fix —  Shewants to install smoke detector in every apartment.
(iii) adapt, adopt
(ii1) adapt adjust —  They will adapt the rooms according to theirneed.
adopt acquire —  Theydecided to adopt a child.
(iv) spacious, specious
(iv) Spacious ample — Ramanhas a spacious room.
Specious misleading —  Tjustfind thatto be a specious argument.
3. Match the words in column 'A' with their antonyms in the column 'B':
VAV VB'
anxious completion
impart indifference
initiation neglect
compassion remove
undertake carefree
Ans. 'A' 'B'
anxious carefree
impart remove
initiation completion
compassion indifference
undertake neglect
4. Add the prefix 'com' to each one of the following in the blanks space:
(i) comment (i) complain (iii) common
(iv) compact (v) complete (vi) compassion
The Heritage of India
—A.L. Basham
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EXERCISE
Explanation
Explain with reference to the context the following:
1. Ram Mohan Roy had Gandhi's successors.

Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Heritage of India'. It
is written by A.L. Basham. Here the contribution of great personalities like Ram Mohan Roy, Swami
Vivekanand and Mahatma Gandbhi is described.
Explanation: According to the author Raja Ram Mohan Roy heralded a new era with his strong
pleading of social reform Swami Vivekananda continued the same idea with nationalism. He declared
that the utmost form of service of our motherland was social service. Another greatest personality
Mahatma Gandhi developed the belief that serving motherland, nation and society was a religious duty.
He believed in working for society non-violence and peace. His thoughts and developments were
carried forward by Gandhiji's successors.
2 Mahatma Gandhi to anything Indian.

Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Heritage of India'. It
is written by A.L. Basham. In this passage the author says that Mahatma Gandhi was influenced by west
to an extent. In this way he was quits different than other reformers.
Explanation: According to the author that Mahatma Gandhi was looked as the emblem of Hindu
tradition by both Indian and European people. But the author does not agree with this evaluation and
finds it improper. He believes that to a great extent Mahatma Gandhi was highly influenced by the
western ideas and philosophy. Gandhiji believed in the principles of his ancient culture too. His love for
under privileged and his annoyance with cast system were not exceptional at that time but it was
unconventional and it was according to the author, due to the influence of European's 19th century
liberal opinions and beliefs.

3. His championing class and caste.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Heritage of India'. It is
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written by A. L. Basham. In this passage, the author is talking and elaborating about the western
influences of Mahatma Gandhi. According to him, Mahatma Gandhi was not a conservative but he was
move progressive.
Explanation: Here the author says that Gandhiji advocating women's right was the effect of his Western
influence too. He was the man of new ideas and had liberal thoughts. According to the authors that some
of Mahatma Gandhi's colleagues considered his work and programme of limited social reform too
gradual and deliberate. He tried his best to bring equality in place of hierarchy of class, status and caste.
4. Today there are with any certainty.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Heritage of India'. It is
written by A. L. Basham. In this passage the author is talking about the people who do not see their
ancient culture with pride and these are some who are not willing to sacrifice their selfishness for the
nations progress.
Explanation: The author says that these are some Indians who do not feel proud on their ancient culture
and tradition. They feel embarassed about it. These are also some Indians who are never ready to
sacrifice their selfish ends, not even for the progress of their country. They like their selfishness. The
author further states that India faces many problems whether it is politically or economically with
money hardships. Therefore no one can tell and predict its future with surety.
5. Politically and feat of synthesis.
Reference to the context: These lines have extracted from the chapter 'The Heritage of India'. It is
written by A. L. Basham. In this passage the author says that the upcoming generations of India would be
rooted in their traditions and feel proud on their culture.
Explanation: Here the author says that politically and economically India struggles and faces many
problems so no one can actually tell its future. According to the author he is sure that whatever future it
may have, the Indians of new generations would not be selfish and just self aware people like Europeans.
They will be rooted to their culture and traditions and would carry it with them. Here the author shows
hope and says that it's been just seven years and things like national self-condemnatin and cultural
chauvinism are vanishing. He believe that Hindu civilization is in the state of beginning its new victory.
6. Hindu civilization of the West.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The Heritage of India'. It is
written by A.L. Basham. In these lines the author says that epic books will keep inspiring people of India
instead of fanatical cultural chauvinism.
Explanation: The author says that Hindu culture and civilization will continue. It will never destroy.
Men will get inspiration from Indian holy book the Gita. The Upanishads will inspire men's thought in
every sphere. In spite of the influence of western culture Indian people will love the inspiring stories of
the Mahabharata and the Ramayana. The plays of Kalidas will continue to appeal them. They will enjoy
the love stories of Dushyanta and Shakuntala and of Pururava and Urvashi. The author says that peace
and gentle happiness that spread though Indian people's life will definitely not disappear and won't be
affected much by oppression, disease and poverty before the more hectic ways of the western countries.
7. Castisvanishing; never be lost.
Reference to the context: These lines have been extracted from the chapter 'The heritage of India'. It is
written by A.L. Basham. The author says in these lines, that in India people are accepting new trends and
new traditions in changing circumstances. At present this process is in continuation. People are not
accepting such type of factors in their culture which are useless in it.
Explanation: The author says that Hindu culture is changing rapidly at present. The present Hindu
Culture's base is not caste system or high or low castes. Although this process began quite sometime
back, but at present its speed is too much high. It is hoped that after the present generation the evil of the
caste system will disappear from the society. The old family system of the society is being changed
according to the modern changes. So many great changes are taking place speedily in India. After
changes of all these the traditions the Hindu culture is going on comfortably and it will continue for ever.

Comprehension
Read the following passage and answer the questions given below them:
1. Ram Mohan Roy had under Gandhi's successors.

Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatdid Ram Mohan Roy advocate?
Ans. Ram Mohan Roy advocated social reform as he was a prominent social reformer and the first
reformer in our country of modern times. He heralded a new era of social reform.
(ii) Whatdid Vivekananda repeat after Ram Mohan Roy?
Ans. Vivekananda repeated strong pleading of social reform with a more nationalities tone. He affirmed
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that the highest form and the greatest way to serve your motherland is to work for the welfare of
people and society.
(iii) Which is the highest form of service of the great Mother?
Ans. Social service is the highest form of service of the Great Mother.
(iv) Whatimportance did Mahatma Gandhi give to the doctrine of social service?
Ans. Mahatma Gandhi developed the theme of social service as a religious duty.
(v) Whatsortof development continued under Gandhi's successor?
Ans. Mahatma Gandhi developed the theme of social service as a religious duty and this sort of
development continued under Gandhi's successor.
2. Mahatma Gandhi was looked of western influence.
Questions with their answer:
(i) What false notion about Mahatma Gandhi is held by many Indians ans Europeans according
to the author?

Ans. According to the author, the notion that Mahatma Gandhi was much influenced by western ideas is

false which is held by many Indians and Europeans.
(ii) Whatwas Gandhi's attitude towards Indian culture?

Ans. Gandhibelievedinthe fundamentals ofhis ancient culture.

(iii) What did Mahatma Gandhi owe to the 19th century liberalism of Europe?

Ans. Mahatma Gandhi owed more to the 19th century liberalism than to anything Indian for the empathy
to the poor and his animosity to words caste system.

(iv) Why does the author say the Gandhi's faith in non-violence was by means typical of
Hinduism?
Ans. The author say the Gandhi's faith in non-violence was by no means typical of Hinduism because
according to him the Sermon on the Mount and Tolstoy were the reason for his pacifism.
3. Today there are few Indians of their agriculture.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatare the two types of Indians?

Ans. The first type of Indians are those who do not look on their ancient culture with pride and prestige
and the second type of those who are not willing to lose their self indulgence and feeble elements
which may help in the progress and development of India.

(ii) Whatis needed for India's development and progress?
Ans. Abondoning self indulgence and one's selfishness as the things which needed for India's
development and progress.
(iii) Why can one not forecast about India's future with certainty?
Ans. Itisbecause India faces many problems of great difficulty, politically and economically.
(iv) What can be said of the Indians of coming generations?

Ans. The Indians of coming generations will not be unconvincing and self conscious like Europeans.
They will have deep faith in their culture and traditions.

4. Hindu civilization will the more hectic ways of the west.
Questions with their answer:
(i) Whatis the author's opinion about the future of Hindu civilization?
Ans. The author's opinion about the future of Hindu civilization in that it will continue in future and keep
inspiring people.
(ii) Who does the 'Bhagwad Gita' and 'Upanishads' motivate?
Ans. The Bhagwad Gita motivates men ofaction and Upanishad's motivate men of thought.
(iii) What has sustained the people of India in troubled times?
Ans. Thepeace and gentle happiness have sustained the people of India in troubled times.
(iv) How does the Indian way oflife differ from that of the West?
Ans. ThelIndianway oflifeis full of quiet and gentle happiness while the ways of the west are more hectic.
S. Inbuses never belost.
Questions with their answers:
(i) Whatdoes prove that cast is disappearing fastin India?
Ans. Inbuses and trains, Brahmans sub shoulders with the lowest castes without consciousness of their
great loss of purity. Temples are open to all by law. This proves that cast is disappearing fast in India.
(ii) How is the old family system adapting itself to the present—day needs?
Ans. Theold family system adapting itselfto the present day needs according to the new and altering India.
(iii) How can you say that whole face of India is altering? Give a few examples.
Ans. Innew India, the caste system in disappearing people are accepting equality. Temples are open to all
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caste and creed. There are few examples which imply that the whole face of India is altering.
(iv) What does prove that India still maintains the continuity of its cultural heritage and will
continue to doso?

Ans. Caste system is vanishing gradually. The old family system is adopting itself to present day

conditions. The whole face of India is changing with out losing the essence of the cultural tradition.
This proves that India still maintains the continuity of'its cultural heritage and will continue to do so.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer the following questions in not more than 30 words each:

1.
Ans.

2.
Ans.

3.
Ans.

4.
Ans.

Ans.

8.
Ans.

What did Ram Mohan Roy advocate?

Rammohan Roy advocated social reform. He was a prominent social reformer from Bengal. Raja
Rammohan Roy was the first reformer in India in the modern times. He opened the gate for social reform.
What according to Vivekananda was the highest form of service of the Great Mother?

According to Vivekananda the highest form of service of the Great Mother was social service. The
meaning of 'Great Mother' is India and India can be served through social service.

What does the heritage of the India consist of?

The Heritage of India consists of Hindu culture and its cultural traditions, books like the Gita, the
Upanishads, the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, love stories of ancient legends and peaceful life.

What does Basham mean when he says that '"Hindu civilization will retain its continuity'?

A. L. Basham was a great admirer of Hindu civilization. It was his form conviction that it would never
destroy. So he said that Hindu civilization would retain its continuity. By this he meant that Hindu
civilization would never perish.

. How will Hindu civilization retain its continuity?
Ans.

Hindu civilization will keep in possession its continuity if people study the Gita, the Upanishads, the
Ramayana and the Mahabharata and enjoy the love stories of Dushyanta and Shakuntala as well as of
Pururava and Urvashi.

. Did Gandhiji believe in the fundamentals of the ancient Indian culture? What is Gandhiji

contribution to India's culture?

Gandhiji was staunch supporter of fundamentals of the ancient Indian culture. He did not like the caste
system. He opposed it. He believed in the equality of man. He had passionate love for the poor. In this
way he gave Indian culture new direction and new life.

. What grounds does the author give to prove that'Gandhiji was much influenced by Westernideas'?
Ans.

Gandhiji believed in the fundamentals of his ancient culture but his passionate love of the underdog and
his annoyance to caste system were unorthodox in the extreme which was unprecedented in ancient
India. On this ground the author said that Gandhiji was much influenced by western ideas.

What contribution did Ram Mohan Roy and Swami Vivekanand make to the Indian society?
Rammohan Roy had supported the theme of social reform with his passionate timbre. Swami
Vivekananda repeated the theme of social reform with a more nationalist timbre.

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer the following question in not more than 150 words each:

1.
Ans.

2.

Ans.

What are the main features of Hindu civilization that makes it everlasting?

Hindu civilization is in the act of performing its most spectacular feat of synthesis. Hindu civilization
had adopted and digested elements of many different cultures Indo-European, Mesopotamian, Tranian,
Greek, Roman, Scythion, Turkish, Persian and Arab. Texts and epics like the Bhagavad Gita, the
Upanishads, the Mahabharata and the Ramayana still inspire people and love there too. There are people
who respect, follow and take pride over their civilization. Cultural and traditional aspect of any
civilization make it stay for long and ever. The new generation will not be unconvincing and self
conscious like Europeans but will be men rooted in their traditions and aware of continuity and culture.
Thus Hindu civilization will retain its continuity.

What influence from the East and the West went into making of Gandhiji's personality according
toA. L. Basham?

Gandhiji personality was moulded by both eastern and western influences. Gandhiji was an open
mind. He was always rather an innovator than a conservative. Gandhiji was born in India. He worked in
India. He fought for the rights of Indian people. Condition of India and her people had a great influence
on Gandhiji. He believed in the fundamentals of his ancient cultures. Gandhi very well understood the
hierarchy of class and caste in Indian society. He succeed in shifting the whole emphasis of Hindu
thought towards a popular and equalitarian social order. He gave a new direction and new life to Hindu
culture after centuries of stagnation.
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Ans.

A.L. Basham says that Gandhiji was much influenced by Western ideas. His strong love for the trodden
and his dislike to caste is the result of western influence. European 19th century liberalism had a great
influence on Gandhi's personality. His faith in non-violence and his pacifism are the result of the Sermon
on the Mount and Tolstoy's War and Peace.

His championing of women's rights is also the result of Western influence.

. What important changes, according to A.L.Basham, have taken place in India after

Independence?
India achieved freedom in 1947. Since then many significant changes have taken place in India
according to the writer. They are as follows:

1. The public sacrifices of the Vedic Age have perished. Widows are not burnt on their husbands pyres.
Girls are not married in their childhood. Brahmans meet and mix with the lowest castes without
consciousness of grave pollution in buses and trains all over India.

2. Casteis vanishing.

3. Temples are opentoall by law.

4. Theold family system is adapting itselfto present day conditions.

In fact the whole face of India is changing, but the cultural tradition is going on as such.

Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the most suitable option:

1.
2.

Hindu civilization will retain its continuity.

(a) regain (b) refrain (c) retain (d) remain

In buses and trains all over India Brahmans rub shoulders with the lowest castes without
consciousnes of grave pollution.

(a) pollution (b) desecration (c) filthiness (d) impurity

. Mahatma Gandhi's passionate love of the underdog and his antipathy to caste, were unorthodox
in the extreme.
(a) sympathy (b) empathy (c) antipathy (d) antimony

. Mahatma Gandhi and his followers have given a new orientation and new life to Hindu culture,

after centuries of stagnation.
(a) presentation (b) orientation (c) intimation (d) representation

. Much that was useless in ancient Indian cultures has already perished.

(a) violent (b) religious (c) unique (d) useless
6. Mahatma Gandhi was looked on by many, both European and Indian as the epitome of Hindu
tradition.
(a) Muslim (b) Christian (¢) Hindu (d) Persian
7. Hindu civilization will not vanish before the more hectic ways of the West.
(a) tactic (b) hectic (c) static (d) erratic
8. The 'Upanishads' will not cease to inspire the men of thought.
(a) cease (b) crease (c) breeze (d) grease
9. There are few Indians, Whatever their creed, who do not look back with pride on their culture.
(a) afew (b) few (c) some (d) thefew
10. Hindu civilization will, we believe retain its continuity.
(a) lose (b) maintain (c) retain (d) destroy
11. Infactthe wholeface of Indiais altering, but the cultural tradition continues and it willnever belost.
(a) Really (b) Inreality (c) Infact (d) Consequently
12. Subhash Chandra Bose was one of the greatest of our nationalist leaders.
(a) social (b) political (c) religious (d) nationalist
13. Gandhijibelieved in the fundamentals of ancient culture.
(a) sorrow (b) materialism (c) utilitarianism (d) fundamentals
14. The old family system is adapting itself to present day condition.
(a) adopting (b) connecting (c) adapting (d) isolating
15. The cultural tradition of India will never be lost.
(a) every (b) never (c) once (d) always
Language Skills
1. Match the words under column 'A’' with their correct meanings under column 'B':

'A' 'B '
antipathy - strong pleading
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epitome - emblem

grave pollution - annoyance
creed - not force
assimilating - irritated
self-denigration - direction
orientation - religious belief
impatient - absorbing
non-violence - self-condemnation
passionate advocacy — great loss of purity
Ans. A’ 'B'
antipathy - annoyance
epitome - emblem
grave pollution - great loss of purity
creed - religious belief
assimilating - absorbing
self-denigration - self-condemnation
orientation - direction
impatient - irritated
non-violence - not force
passionate advocacy — strong pleading

2. Write the antonyms of the following words:
doubt, confident, appear, affinity, orthodox, narrow-minded, violence, pleased, warmonger, radical.

Ans. (i) doubt - belief
(i) confident - diffident
(iii) appear - disappear
(iv) affinity - dissimilarity
(v) orthodox - unorthodox
(vi) narrow-minded — broad-minded
(vii) violence - non-violence
(viii) pleased - sad, unpleased
(ix) warmonger - pacifist
(x) radical - moderate
3. Write the different meaning of the following pairs of words and also use them in your sentences:
(i) fair, fare (ii) timbre, timber (iii) vanish, banish
(iv) complement,compliment (v) affect,effect (vi) jealous,zealous
Ans. (i) fair, fare
(1) fair(right or reasonable) — Teacher was fair to all the students while taking exams.
fare (the money paid by the passenger) — Ramuhas increased the taxi fare by Rs 5 from next month.
(ii) timbre, timber
(i) timbre (quality) — Sirwas impressed by the timbre of the painter's work.

(iii)
(iii)
(iv)
(iv)

v)
V)

(vi)
(vi)

tember (word used as a building material)- Tanu had a tember left after his house construction.
vanish, banish

vanish (disappear) — Magicians vanish the objects into the air.

banish (expel) — We banished all our doubts and fears.
complement, compliment

Complement (something complete that) — Itisasauce thatis a fine complement to fish.

Compliment (praise) — They compliment her for her work.

affect, effect

affect (impact) — The music affects them deeply.

effect (consequence) — The government's action had little effect on the trade
imbalance.

jealous, zealous

jealous (envious) — Meghais jealous of her rich brother.

zealous (devoted) — No one was surprised when the zealous protestors tore
down the fence.
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The Merchant of Venice
—William Shakespeare

Actwise Summary of '"The Merchant of Venice'
(T wef o1tw afa’ & Sieha |9 )

Act-I ( 37h-Teh )

SCENE-I ( 3991-Uah )- 59/ i o 99W 99 § &H T, HelfiAl Te Heara & firerd €1 T=ita gl 7
W 8 3T ISR % HROT % AR H T 6N HAA e @ o TR sToH sl % eR # fafd @ W
TRITE H1 Sl B R A shedl ® foh TRIE! % g w1 R SHel e ¥ 38 e € wehl 71 TR
TR 58 e i 9ft STEaRR S Sl 21 37e g9 B AR, S T SRl 1 wew g 21 AR e §
for TRITE sgd HereAviel st 21 =i 3§ Hfeel & faue & S =rean 2 foredl a8 fous fiemn @ 2|
fopeg I8 S wieen 1 W T Iq=N FT THA AR, SHA S € o S e ¥ 3w g e
TR SR @ e § 6 98 ST 1 GerEdr e X Hehdll 98 3191 TR € STl o SATIR § ol b1
B gy SR ol S % e Smart & TR ot 19 3 ool W& U & 1 I Al =fe)

SCENE-II ( §99-81 )- 5259 37k =1 T gv tifsfan &I AR & = aratend & s g 81 wifdfan s
2 for o 9 wifoss 9OR & g9 =& 81 AR Fed 8 o 9% U oed ulee € % SR 36 O ¥ g 7
Tiffen war € foF o SEfery gt © Srifen SR STO Ul g R T e B 96 W AR wEdl ¢ o 3wes fa
oo T AR 8 SR, T S T Fes B & wa ) g, W 3 o g 0 et e g S
Tifden % faar 37 <l % R S =Ed 2 S SEY foa % gegw § o fY o8 ved e g9 1 AR
rerdt 7 fop SR Difefan & fore daiferss sogsr ok g

SCENE-III ( T9I-1 )- Y9 37 & g9 793 H &0 eciish 3R 431 i 108 ¥ o1 3 gU S8 ¢
FAf et W A TR e diH U1e & fAw TR S T ST =edl 1 el TR | gon
T B 3TA: € 376 T § Sifeh SH el Ueh Hich1 el oTell § el e T4 s e Tl § e Tl gelish
TR | aferT sTon Sl 8 il o Tk OTE § SR T for et <aret 3 il <Rl o SuR 2 2dr 81 TRt
SR o1 <ITe © fo wgeiten erest e e €1 Wgelish T ¥ 39 W1 wei o folu gl € difeh aehicd o
G ST T sitve R i feran 21 fo o i oma w € oF der 3, W@ 7 1 7H W 38 1w fodt & o
% feT0 | U 1Ive A <A S TR edl © o fFeifia safe € o7 Rt o e e <)

Act-II ( 3T-2T)

SCENE-I ( T99-Teh )- 58 g99 & YR & §H HIeh! o TSTHAR a1 Q¥ ol S@d 81 Hiareh! i TSIHHAR
SN o QTN A foreme & s ARl B W W €, TR A wef e © o A S Sue wrel 11 % ol ferare
T W T H Foheg et et € fo o oToe wfa g H T T R

SCENE-II ( 399-31 )- {5t sis & fadta gva § g9 = arselie Ml & 2idl 8| 9 WEelis & el
i) o o A Hiear €1 W 3= § 98 IEeieh o T8l 9 el Bre o1 (0 ol 81 eeie 379 U w1 3T
fof 3 foree & ST €1 9% ST © o6 98 IS o U8l § ARG SIS =edl 8 S QT % g8l A S
el 81 SR ATl i T8 Hdl 21 6 e AVEET 69 W SUd a1 € a1 Sufa § Seive S %
T sel= etan €1 febeg ST AT b <rererft <o @ foh o8 Sermive ¥ S19g I 1 94 7 H

SCENE-III ( S99-t7 )- 781 SHRI U= el=eelie qel Sifen ¥ Bidl 81 Skt wgeiieh i T 81 Sideh
T ¢ e AHCle AEei & T8l 9 Tl DT Tal &1 skt Araeie ¥ TRl I Teh T3 3 o 7T el 2|
o TSI o WY 9 ST 1 7072 sheet 81 9121 &) o8 wAi=sil o T fefaire shieh SEmE o o1 oft forofa sneelt 21

SCENE-IV ( 399-%IR )- gt sis % =qd gwa ¥ 79 di=l, IRmm, dafiq ok dafe 4 fien 21
Ufyrar fafead © sifer S TehTel o1 Seiel el fonall €1 Sereiie 9 0 Weh U o §1e SUfed Bidl €1 376 el
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AT 61 SATHeRT 6 T G S DS ok e § adqd 81 9% hedl © 1o Siteeht 319 fudr wgetish % g
TR o R G 2

SCENE-V ( 99-Ufer )- 58 g9 & & Wgaiieh 3R eleelie 9 uiifed € &1 Ingeiish ardaie § Hedl ¢ &
IZ S TET Y Aokl DISHT Tgd Teld HE @1 ¢ A1 I8 TH( F g1 o @ I STH I T B TR S R
SR AEeATeh 1 Ao ¥ firerd W@ B

SCENE-VI ( 3999-9% )- 39 g8 & TR ¥ M 3R AR o & e @ € foh efit=si 3 il foerms
X 2 71 A9 AR 1 qEATeE R A B € 1 9% S Y 3T o O TS e Al 81 S 39 ST =R
i STerh | <@ 21 98 JEY UM # 99 eitel 9 v Hegd i ¢1 TR A | fiverd € ok s9
T 2 foF o8 3 o TG | WS T

SCENE-VII ( $99-9Tq )- f5di9 i % Hwie gvd # ed difefan oK Akl % TogpaR | uifed € €|
Ui ARl % TSHAR W HEdl @ 5 oR e e %1 9et g Xl € 9% SHeh! Teil S| Gl
TSIHAR FH 1 fessl 91 81 W G % fess §f S8 Ueh el shuret fiera & fr W foran gran @ fo o st
TR = TS o | T 21 € o gh € 6 i frehr 29 7

SCENE-VIII ( 3991-3113 )- 36 99 1 T HeIlAl 3R Hel=il & we spatend ¥ gl 81 deitan i
AT B foh SRt 3 =Sl o T TR ST shl ok Gt 3R ke T T o S & SR Mgt ol TSl
R g4 TE W Faeera gan fean

SCENE-IX ( T99-71 )- fzdia oi & sifqw goa & 70 o1 & T9gaR & 9Rifed € §) 9 off aifdfan 9
foame 1 SHHiCaR 81 ae =ict w1 fesa JHal €1 ST o1 TSHHR 36 Wierd 21 fessl § 38 U fagues (qd)
Tl frerdt @ e R o 2ian @ fo it 97 @ vgel diF 9 7 A 9 € gd 6 @iagl B O % A e g,
1t ST ARl = STt 21 &, 7 B B

Act-TIT ( 3TeR-<T )

SCENE-I ( 399-Tah )- qa1 3ieh o1 99 gvd i1l o Feifil o o= ey § 9ed g1 8| Seif g3
e e € o ST S e = () § <@ T § el TR 6 A 2 379 g9 H YEeieh s e e ¢
MEeHish HARA! & el ¢ o TR o7al feaferan &1 get €1 9% 7 oft e 2 foh o1 TR i o7 R %
T T Teh TIUE 1 ST

SCENE-II ( T99-81 )- 79 gva & Wfefan Safan & sef et 2 fof o fessl o = & o0 g ot dien
TR | TS | FilfR AT o Terd fessl 1 YA il © Al 98 S8 eHwl & forg @ 2| difvten sardt ® f =
SRR 1 ST e @ et 21 3 B AR T % feed o1 = e €1 e SAfE s e | wgd T
Bt &1 X7 o Fessl ¥ 8 qfetan 1 forst fireran €1 a sr@ifea difdfan <1 eroeft ool iR s @1 3w st
1 ST © T o AR A fereTe A1 wedl 81 o7 e W el Seht 3R FeifiAr femr ved § #iR dafEr
ST 6 TH T <l 21 AR S ifdfen 6 e s vt i gfaen o fawe B s @) St afktn @
a1 € o ST s TR 6l THg 9 e | el UM o HRT ST gl Qa1 ST st S 6 favard
feardt @ o 9 o1t <retd 9 W= it FerEar

SCENE-ITI ( 9917 )- 39 99 | & Wgelieh, T=Ia, Yot U6 Ser & uikfed 81 €1 =i wgetish
Y 11 el B Fof 8 TH A o < T Eeleh ST hedl ¢ foh o1l S8 g1 3199 1 €

SCENE-1V ( $99-%IR )- ga4 3ieh & =qe g3 g qifstan, S, e, i 3R areeisr § fierd 8
it 51 7@ © oF: dE T SR R 5w THA o o Sl shi "o % frg el €1 et SR Sifeen
Tifefen sht STgafeafa & STk T ol T@aTel F % foTT TAR 7| Wi sTeretsR | e % He W faer % fag
e 1 SHEH ST % e Wi 3R AR 7o ) qew uRe @ e S otdl © aen vt SR o @
ST o ferea & srefrelt 21

SCENE-V ( §99-UTel )- 39 3ieh % 3ifaH gva § 80 araeiie 3R S 9 fierd €1 efmeeiie Se8 hedl €
o =& e BT @79 fira 3 SR il i oTe | efved €l W S SU S € R ot 1 eTesrg 39 s
ot o7el 98 ST o Rt ¢ qelt iRt T W e 71 e SR S % 9 ol SEeRR it got
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HEEH HIAT 2| ST F HIA S T TSI Bl TATHEH T G H b1 T hchl B S 38 iffan 3 e
¥ ST 7 7R 9% hae 7 o e U e wfean |
Act-IV ( 3{H-T)

SCENE-I ( $99-Teh )- =iqd 3i o1 Woq 398 =I&e &1 39 8| J81 e §g, T=IHal, IMealis 3R
Tl & firerd &1 2 992 a1 &0 Wi, sSAfE, 3R ik Ifem @ firerd €1 <3 e § =i ) <
fem % foT el € it o8 o1 fafer 81 el €1 W Wgeiieh T T <dl 8| 37al H1E W W Teh 5l & H1Y
37T 21 39 T30 sh1 TRl 9 B Wl <ol € foh Slo Sl SiAR € w4 98 319 T W R gEr oehiet i 49 ®
1t Tifefen 5= IR STt 21 9 23 01 it FIRT R Teh GreX I HH Rl P o el o hedl 81 I8 IEeiish d T
fafercdss 1 getm & foru o sredt @ o afe TR % T frerel @1 38 St ol aT=e ST T | W AEelish &
T 1 21 79 Qv e € foh wgeieh i TR 3 IR W Sheel ek 4Ivg TMvd Ferle & g1 e1gafd € Sian
IHA A N o SH TR A1e T €I e Afe WAt o IR 9 ok o1 W 9 o iRt © a geiieh ol |t
T4 % SAUHR FRT A & S| Sk T8 1 Som L 8 fof wmeets 1 et Truf T 3 AR § g 3R
el R 2 @ S W TR wEd § o Su e § o w1 A iR e S &
e WA T &1 ST € 3R I B AT 7

SCENE-II ( $99-31 )- 38 399 & S8 grr dsft wit oivqdt 61 3feram eva ifdfan o0t <1 21 = 7@ oft
Farar € for ifdfen S@fE % gel uftds ® et @1 fheg Wit mer st @) wifsfer A @ A B
TEeiTeh oh1 HehT e o e et €1 AR e @ foh o off A | it o waw s

Act-V ( 3Tk-UT=r )

SCENE-I ( 3991-Teh )- 70 794 ¥ g0 ot 3 fer 21 eitel 3R Sifaert 1o & o o 18 71 o1 Wil
Wehe Al & A1 3% STl € b Wifdfan o1 areft 21 aeft oiaeie Hu W SRR % ST i @er % Wy fow B
aFel AR SR TS ke € &1 ki 1 SAaTSl o W Al shi SHeh T o1 Tl Werd] ¢1 58 TS shi s
2 o SO o1 e @1 AR, TR SR SR e W fead #1 $5e 9HE 91e g A 1 AfvEE @ sfdt
F TR ST T ST & T ST il ST ST Feeh YRR € i 399 SUeR ¥ <t g¥ of el fanet
3= HfEe 1 2 &1 TRIFE Frel ¥ I € Sl | o e TR B S St € qon S SR B 9F 5
hedl B1 S ST Bl JEeht STTeEEind Bl € ifeh 9t STt 6 dehiet Wi SUeR H < ot diftfan T
Tl B o h1e B ST o aehict it YiHeh! 91 ot SR AR A Tehiel % Foteh i gftreet g o) wifden =g of
T & foh TRITTE 3 STl ST S deh YU T T & | iffen TRt @ el R foR o S8t e o o
wfees & ST Srem 7 Wiw| e % 37 § IR Ff e o o 2w i Shyeh 7 @)

ACT-1, PAGE : 77-78

Multiple Choice Questions
Choose the most appropriate word or phrase for answer:
1. Whatreason does Antonio give for being sad in the opening scene of the play?
(a) Hestandsto lose a fortune in his present business ventures.
(b) He owes a fantastic sum of money to Shylock.
(¢) Hegivesnoreason.
(d) The woman he loves does not return his feelings.
2. From what character flaw does Bassanio believe Gratiano suffers?

(a) Mean-spiritendness (b) Alackofdepth
(c) Stinginess (d) vanity

3. The caskets that Portia's suitors must pick from are made of what materials?
(a) Gold,silver, lead (b) Teak, mahogany, pine
(c) Bone, porcelain, clay (d) Marble, stone, brick.

4. Which of the following is not a reason Shylock gives for hating Antonio?
(a) Antonio isinlove with Shylock's daughter, Jessica.
(b) Antonio has insulted Shylock in the past.
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(c) Antonio lends money without interest, which damages Shylock's business.
(d) Antonio hates Jews.
5. How does Shylock initially describe his demand for a pound of flesh to Bassanio and Antonio?
(a) Asanopportunity for revenge. (b) Ashisway ofbeing charitable.
(¢) Asaharmless prank. (d) Asaway of procuring food.

ACT-II, PAGE : 95

Multiple Choice Question
Choose the most appropriate word or phrase for answer:
1. Why does the prince of Morocco fear that Portia will dislike him?

(a) Heisabraggart. (b) Hehas a dark complexion
(¢) Herecently proved a coward in battle. (d) Hisclothes are flamboyant
2. Whom does Bassanio agree to bring with him to Belmont?
(a) Old Gobbo (b) Gratiano (c) Antonio (d) Jessica

3. What actdoes Jessica believe will solve the misery of life with Shylock?
(a) Becomingamore devoutJew.
(b) Ensuring that Shylock loses his bond to Antonio.
(c) Lockingherselfin her room.
(d) Marrying Lorenzo.
4. According to Lorenzo's plan how will Jessica escape from her father's house?
(a) Shewill disguise herselfas Lorenzo's torchbearer and slip out undetected.
(b) Shewill leave during the night, while Shylock is asleep.
(c) Shewill take her father to a large public auction and get lost in the crowd.
(d) She will fake her own death.
5. How does Shylock react to losing Launcelot as a servant?
(a) Heweeps in private.
(b) He tells Launcelot that Bassanio will be a harder master.
(c) Hebeats Launcelot with a stick.
(d) Herefuses to pay Launcelot the wages he owes him.
6. How does Portia react to the prince of Morocco's failure as a suitor?
(a) Sheprays that no one with such dark skin every wins her hand.
(b) Sheisrelieved because the quick-tempered prince would not have a stable husband.
(c) Sheissadto lose such a wealthy suitor.
(d) Shelaughs athis foolishness and sends him away.
7. Who loses the opportunity to marry Portia by choosing the silver casket.
(a) TheJew of Malta (b) ThePrince of Arragon
(c) TheDukeofEarl (d) The Visecount of Normandy.

ACT-III, PAGE : 111

Multiple Choice Questions
Choose the most appropriate word or phrase for answer:
1. According to Tubal's report, for what did Jessica trade Shylock's most precious ring?

(a) Agondola (b) Ahorse for Bassanio
(c) Achristening gown for her first child. (d) Amonkey

2. What course of action does Portia suggest when she learns that Shylock wishes to collect Antonio's
pound of flesh?

(a) ThatBassanioandhis men disguise themselves and usher Antonio asafe distance away from Venice.
(b) Thatthe matter be dealt with in a court of law.
(c) ThatlJessicaplead with her father for mercy.
(d) Thatthebondbe paid many times over.
3. Where does Portia instruct her servant Balthazar to hurry?
(a) Toanapothecary (b) To Padus to visit Doctor Beallano
(¢) ToMorocco (d) To Shylock's house.
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4. What complaint does Launcelot make regarding the conversion of the Jews?
(a) Hesays there would be no one left to loan money.
(b) He says the garment industry would suffer.
(¢) Hesays thatthe prince of bacon would soar.
(d) Hesays the Catholic Church would be unable to handle so many conversions.

ACT-I1V, PAGE : 124

Multiple Choice Questions
Choose the most appropriate word or phrase for answer:
1. Incourt,how does Antonio react Shylock's insistence on collecting his pound of flesh?
(a) Heweeps openly.
(b) He vows that he will meet Shylock's hatred with patience.
(c) Hecurses Shylock's vengetulness.
(d) Hemakes animpassioned plea to the court to intervene on his behalf,
2. Who enters the court disguised as a young doctor of Law named Balthasar?
(a) Portia (b) Nerissa (c) Jessica (d) Lorenzo
3. Whatloopholein Shylock's bond allows Portia to stop him from taking a pound of Antonio's flesh?
(a) Jewish law prohibits Shylock from practising his trade on the Sabbath.
(b) Shylockis entitled only to flesh but not blood.
(c) Shylock forgot to sign the bond.
(d) Thereisno hard evidence that Antomo's ships have sunk, and that he cannot pay the bond.
4. How is Shylock punished for seeking to take Antonto's life?
(a) Heisbanished.
(b) Heisordered to surrender all his property to the Church of Rome.
(¢) Hemustconvertto Christianity and will his possessions to Jessica and Lorenzo upon his death.
(d) Hemustwork as Antonio's servant for the remainder of his life.
5. What words does Shylock utter after accepting the court's sentence?
(a) Apoxupon Venice (b) These one most unlawful laws
(c) Forgive memy sins (d) Tam notwell.
6. What does Bassamo offer the young law clerk who saves Antonio?
(a) Hisgloves
(b) Hiswife
(c) Theringthat Porna gave him
(d) Thethree thousand ducats originally due to Shylock.

ACT-V, PAGE : 132

Multiple Choice Questions
Choose the most appropriate word or phrase for answer:
1. Whatdoes Lorenzo order when he learns that Portia is on her way to Belmont?
(a) Abanquettowelcome the lady of the house.
(b) Music
(c) Aringto match the one she once gave to Bassanio.
(d) Flowers.
2. Whatdoes Portia vow to do when the learns that Bassanio no longer has the ring she gave him?

(a) Neveragain speak to her husband (b) Leave her husband's house
(c) Leaveher husband (d) Make her husband cuckold
EXERCISE

Long Answer Type Questions
[To be answered in about 150 words]
1. Discuss Shylock's dramatic function in 'The merchant of Venice'. What do critics mean when they
suggest that Shylock s ""too large" for the play?
Ans. Inorder to ensure that we understand Shylock as a threat to the happiness of Venice's citizens and lovers,
Shakespeare uses a number of dramatic devices to amplify Shylock's villainy. In doing so, however he
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creates a character so compelling that many feel Shylock comes to dominate the play, thereby making
him "too large." Certainly, shylock is a masterful creation. At his cruelest, he is terrifying, even more so
because all of his schemes exist within the framework of the law. Seen in this light Shylock becomes a
kind of bogeyman, turning Venetian society's own institutions on themselves. On the other hand,
Shylock is also pitiable even sympathetic, at times. He has been harshly handled by Venetian society and
has seen his daughter elope with one of the same men who despise him. His passionate monologue in
Act-III, scene (I) reveals that he feels the same emotions as his opponents, and we cannot help but see
him as a man. In fact, Shylock's character is so well-rounded and intricate that many see him as the only
interesting figure in a play that is not, in theory supposed to center about him. Shylock's scenes are
gripping and fascinating, and many critics believe the play deflates every time he makes an exit.

2. Discuss the relationship between Jessica and Shylock. Are we meant to Sympathize with the
money lender's daughter? Does Shakespeare seem ambivalent in his portrayal of Jessica?

Ans. Relationship between Shylock and Jessica:

In looking at the relationship between Jessica and Shylock. We are again forced to walk a fine line
between sympathizing with and despising Shylock. For all intents and purposes, the play should label
Shylock's mistreatment by his own daughter as richly deserved. After all, he is spiteful, petty, and mean,
and in his more cartoonish or evil moments, it is hard to imagine why Jessica should stay. At other times,
however, Jessica's escape seems like another cruel circumstance inflicted on shylock, and her behavior
offstage borders on heartless. Shylock is never more sympathetic than when he bemoans the fact that
Jessica has taken a ring given to him in his bachelor days by his wife and has traded it for a monkey, the
most banal of object, Nor is Jessica ever able to produce satisfactory evidence that life in her father's
house is miserable. Her seeming indifference to Antonio's fate- she and Lorenzo are more interested in
the price of bacon-makes us wonder whether Jessica is actually more selfish and self-absorbed than the
father she condemns while Shylock is no saint, his resolve to collect his debt only seems to strengthen
beyond reason after he discovers that Jessica has fled.

3. Discuss the relationship between Antonio and Bassanio. What does their friendship reveal about
their characters?

Ans. In the Merchant of Venice, it is quite clear from the outset that Antonio and Bassanio are dear friends.
Bassanio has promised to always tell Antonio the truth and so he admits that he has lost everything,
including monies that Antonio has previously given him. It does seem that he is taking advantage of
Antonio's apparent patience for his unacceptable behaviour but the audience will see how he changes his
mind about borrowing the money from Shylock when he hears what the forfeit is and that Antonio is
expected to offer "An equal pound of your fair flesh" (1.iii.74). Antonio convinces Bassanio that it will
never come to this so he is still prepared to sign the bond. Bassanio indicates that "I like not fair terms and
avillain's mind" and distrusts Shylock. He is persuaded by Antonio's confidence that his ships will arrive
amonth before the due date.

One would think that Bassanio would have a strained relationship with Antonio. However, Antonio (in
Act4) does not seem to blame Bassanio for his life being in danger even though the dramatic court scene
is partially a result of Bassanio's poor spending habits, In fact, while Antonio is frightened by Shylock's
insistence on cutting out a pound of Antonio's flesh, he doesn't seem to be upset with Bassanio at all.
Bassanio made so many offers to Shylock to leave his friend's life but Shylock did not accept his single
offer and only demands Antonio's pound of flesh and that is also from nearest to his heart.
When Shylock was not accepting any offer Portia turned the case towards Shylock that he can take the
pound of flesh but without dropping any drop of blood because taking blood is not mentioned in the
bond. Therefore with this Shylock left his bond and Antonio's life was saved.
Their friendship reveals their honesty and love towards each other. No hard times stood before their
friendship.

4. Compare and contrast Venice and Belmont. What is the significance of these distinct settings in
the play?

Ans. In 'The Merchant of Venice' Venice and Belmont are cities of contrast. Using examples of language,
style of expression and characters we can compare and contrast Venice as the centre of trade and wealth
to the fictional Belmont, a fairytale place where love and happiness are the main concerns. We can also
consider the society that is depicted in each location and look at how this links to views of the audience
both in Shakespeare's time and in present day. The audience is introduced to the world of Venice in the
first scene. Venice is concerned almost solely with wealth and trade, which mirrors the view the
Shakespearean audience would have had of it at the time. The language used by Antonio, Salarino and
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Solanio is dominated with the subject of trade. "Your mind is tossing on the ocean there where your
argosies with portly sail...." The style of language Shakespeare uses varies between Venice and Belmont.
The characters in Venice talk in verse using elaborate conceits to show their intelligence as was
fashionable at the time.

Venice is quickly established as the seat of the wealthy trading world. Belmont is seen much more as a
fictional location more concerned with love and happiness than ships and trade. The varying styles in
which Shakespeare writes emphasises these differences The context in which the play is performed has
greatly changed since the 16th century Thus its significance is easily visible in the play.

5. Analyze the way that time passes in 'The Merchant of Venice', paying special attention to conflicts
between time in Venice and Belmont. Are there any inconsistencies, and if so, how does the play
handle them?

Ans. Venice is an exciting, cosmopolitan setting for the play because it's hotspot for trade. While jews had
been legally banned from England since 1290, Venice had laws in place to protect non-Venetian traders
who supported the city's economic well-being. When the Jewish moneylender Shylock seeks his bond,
for example, Antonio admits:

"The Duke cannot deny the course of law.

For the commodity that strangers have

With us in Venice, if it be denied,

Will much impeach the justice of his state;

Since that the trade and profit of the city

Consisteth of all nations"

In other words, the Duke can't make an exception for Antonio by denying Shylock his rights; it would
have anegative effect on the city's livelihood.

'Although people from all kinds of nationalities and religious backgrounds did business in Venice,
Shakespeare's setting is chock-full of religious strife, especially between Christians and Jews. This
culminates in a big legal showdown over whether or not Shylock should be able to collect his pound of
flesh from Antonio. We should also point out that, although 16th century Venice was more tolerant of
foreigners than Elizabethan England, Jews in Venice were confined to ghettos at the time Shakespeare
wrote The Merchant of Venice (Shakespeare, however, doesn't ever acknowledge this in the play).
Belmont is presented as a contrast to the city. It's also a place of easy wealth, beauty, and peace, which
makes it a great refuge from the cosmopolitan world of Venice. We might even say that life in Belmont is
akind of fairy-tale version of real life. Real life is gritty, more like Venice.

6. Discuss portia's character. How does she compare to the men around her? Is Bassanio a worthy
husband for her?

Ans. Portia as a character is an odd mixture of various traits. She is first presented as the ruler of Belmont,

clearly in charge of both herself and those around her. However, we soon discover that she is not in
charge, indeed it is "the will of a living daughter curbed by the will of a dead father". Portia's reliance on
the wishes of her dead father therefore contradicts the image of her as Belmont's ruler. Indeed like many
of the women in Shakespeare's plays, she will be unable to alter the plot around her as long as she is a
woman. It is only later in the play, by dressing as Balthasar, a man that she will finally be able to really
command events and manipulate the play.
Bassanio is a worthy husband for Portia because he is a risk taker and because they share a similar
upbringing. Of all the suitors, Bassanio is the only one with a Venetian background. Like Portia, he is
also a Christian. Thus, although they do not share a long term long that progresses to a decision to marry,
they share a similar heritage and worldview.

7. Discuss how the trial scene reveals a conflict between justice and mercy. Is the conflict resolved? If
so, how?

Ans. Justice and Mercy are two frequently reappearing words in the trial scene of The Merchant of Venice.
The Jewish moneylender, Shylock has been verbally abused by the Christian population of Venice for
many years solely because of his faith. One of his most frequent abusers is Antonio, who, in his desire to
assist his friend Bassanio, agrees to Shylock's terms in exchange for the money. Bassanio needs to win
the hand of Portia. Those terms involve a pound of Antonio's flesh should he fail to repay his debt and it is
the barbaric terms of this arrangement that leads to the court case in which the question of justice versus
mercy plays out.

The law on its own gives no wiggle room, even in the most seemingly incredulous situations Antonio is
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bound by the letter of the law give up his pound of flesh to the persistent jew, even though everyone in the
room knows this is not just or rational. It seems that justice cannot be defined as mere obedience to a
code-or else it is not truly just: our intuition says so. The law is Shylock's weapon and he uses it skillfully
to satisfy his hatred.

Shylock will not have his revenge Portia's intrigues have hopelessly corrupted the proceedings and the
concept of justice has been destroyed. The trial was all about mercy for Antonio, it was never about
justice for Shylock. He was destined to leave the courtroom a broken man with even his beloved
daughter lost to him. There was no justice for Shylock and no mercy for him either.

8. Intheend, how comic is "The Merchant of Venice'? Does the final act succeed in restoring comedy to the play?

Ans. The Merchant of Venice contains all of the elements required of a Shakespearean comedy, but is often so
overshadowed by the character of Shylock and his quest for a pound of flesh that it is hard not to find in
the play a generous share of the tragic as well. Lovers pine and are reunited, a foolish servant makes
endless series of puns, and genteel women masquerade as men- all of which are defining marks of
Shakespearean comedy. In sharp contrast to these elements, however, Shakespeare also presents
Shylock, a degraded old man who has lost his daughter and is consumed with a bloody greed. The light
language of'the play's comedic moments disappears for whole scenes at a time and Antonio's fate is more
suspenseful than funny. The final act redeems the play's claims to be a comedy, piling on the necessary
humor and serendipity, but the rest of the play is overcast by the fact that Antonio may soon pay
Bassanio's debt with his life.

9. Towhatextentis Shylock defined by his Jewishness? To what extentis he defined by his profession?

Ans. Shylock is defined by both his Jewishness and his profession. He is as much of a Jew as he is money
lender. Neither would he compromise on his business principles and nor on his Jewish values. He would
not dine with a Christian and is unwilling to change his methods of business. It is logical for him to
extract profit from his money. When Bassanio asks him to dine with him and Antonio, he curtly replies,
"Yes—to smell pork, to eat of the habitation which your prophet the Nazarite conjured the devil into. I will
buy with you, sell with you, talk with you, walk with you, and so following, but I will not eat with you,
drink with you, nor pray with you. What news on the Rialto? Who is he comes here?" (Act 1, scene 3).

He is just as shrewd and cunning a business man as he is a devout Jew. Both his religion and his business
matter to him and whether it is on the religious matters or in terms of business, he would not rely on a
Christian. He hates Antonio for he is a Christian but more than that he hates him for he lends money
without charging any interest. However, Shylock is not as ordinary Jew and neither an ordinary business
man. What could be more cunning and greedy than a money lender Jew. Shakespeare has prepared a
cruel but perfect mixture of traits for Shylock's character. He weighs his options fully before doing
business with anyone. Before agreeing to lend Bassanio the money, he reminds Antonio of his treatment
of the Jew in past. He cites scriptures and plays as elaborate drama just to set the stage for his inhuman
contract. He is just as heartless as a Jew as he is greedy as a money lender. In this way, he sets the trap for
Antonio by challenging his selfrespect and persuading him to sign the bloody contract. He is brilliant at
negotiations and his hatred of the Christians can clearly be left throughout the drama until he is forced to
convert by law.

10. Draw the character-sketch of Antonio?

Ans. Introduction: Antonio is the central figure of the play. From the beginning to the end of the play, we find
Antonio everywhere. He is a rich merchant and the play is rightly named after him. Antonio is Christian.
Man of passive nature: Antonio is a man of passive or non aggressive nature. Many a time, in the play
we see his passiveness. In the beginning of the play, we can see Antonio's melancholy, when he says:

"In sooth, I know not why I am so sad."
His hatred for shylock: Antonio hates Shylock because he is a Jew and lends money at high interest.
Antonio callshima dog.
A noble man: Antonio is a noble man. He is a simple hearted and generous by nature. He is a true friend
of Bassanio. Antonio is always ready to help his friend. He lends money to all people without interest.
His weaknesses: Antonio hates all religions except Christianity. He is so simple that he fails to
understand the tricks of Shylock. He is also passive by nature.
In the end, we can say that Antonio's sincerity and frankness of expression is really admirable. He is the
man of high character.

11. Draw a character-sketch of Shylock.

Ans. Introduction: Shylock is an important character in the play. The Merchant of Venice;. He is an
intellectual person. Shylock is a money lender and arich. Jew of Venice.
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His physical appearance: Shylock is a man of strong build. His eyes are very sharp and his hair are long
and rough. Shylock is very suspicious by nature. In his personality, we find hypocrisy.
Greedy man: Shylock is a greedy fellow. He loves money very much. When his daughter, Jessica runs
away with his gold, he laments more for his gold than for his daughter.
His hatred for Antonio: Shylock hates Antonio because Antonio is a Christian. And Antonio lends
money without interest Shylock is a jew and thinks that the Jew have great patience. He says,
"Endurance of wrongs is the characteristic of whole Jewish race."
Cunning and revengeful: Shylock is very cunning and revengeful. He lends money to Antonio with the
spirit of revenge. Very cunningly he makes Antonio to sign the bond.
Finally we can say that Shakespeare's Shylock is a wicked person but he has some good qualities also. He
is bold, straightforward and firm determinded man. He is very intelligent too.

12. Draw a character-sketch of Bassanio.

Ans. Introduction: Bassanio is a central figure int he play. He is the friend of Antonio. Bassanio comes of a

noble family.
His personality: Bassanio is a master of charming personality.
Extravagant: Bassanio is a very spend-thrift. His friends and servants like him because of his
extravagance nature. He gives freely his best clothes to his servants, He also gives food and drinks to his
friends and servants freely. He loves very much this life style.
True friend: Bassanio is a true and sincere friend of Antonio. He has great love and respect for him.
When Portia asks about Antonio, Bassanio speaks in a very lovingly manner.
"The dearest friend to me, the kindliest man.'
Atone place in the play, Bassanio says to Antonio.
"Antonio, [ would sacrifice, myself, my wife, dear to me as life, and all the world to save you from this
devil.
Intelligent: Bassanio is an intelligent person. We can see his intelligence in selecting the right casket by
which he wins the hand of Portia.
We can say that Bassanio is a noble man with cheerful personality.

13. Draw a character-sketch of Portia.

Ans. Introduction: Portia is the most important character in the play. She is very beautiful lady. In her
personality we find a blend of beauty and intellect. She plays an important role in the play "The
Merchant of Venice'.

Her personality: Portia has both masculine and feminine qualities, sharp wit, intelligence, boldness and
sense of honour are her masculine qualities. And sweetness, modesty and loyalty are her feminine
virtues. All these qualities are found in Portia's personality.
Her beauty: Portia is the most beautiful heroine of the play. The prince of Morocco was very much
impressed by Portia's beauty. And Bassanio too falls in love with her.
Her wit: Portia plays an important role in the trial scene, IN the court she delivers a beautiful speech on
mercy. Portia changes the play into a comedy. She says on the quality of Mercy.
"The quality of mercy is not strain'd
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven.
Portia's actions and words is the trial-scene clearly shows the perfect reconciliation of justice along with
mercy. She also disguises herselfas a lawyer and saves the life of Antonio.
Self-condident: Portia has self-condident. Through her self-confidence, she defeats Shylock in the open
court.
Dutiful: Portia has a strong sense of duty and honour. she knows very well the secrets of the caskets but
she does not tell anything to Bassanio about it.
Portia is the sweetest heroine of the play. And she is a combination of beauty and intellect.

14. Draw a character-sketch of Gratiano.

Ans. Introduction: In Shakespearean plays, tools act like critics and give important and philosophical
comments about life. In the play "The Merchant Venice', Gratiano is one such significant character. He
also saya:

"Let me play the fool.

With mirth and laughter let of wrinkles come."

Wise Man: Gratiano is a wise and intelligent man. He has deep knowledge and a keen insight into
human character. His views about human life are very profound.
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Humorous: Gratiano is a very witty and humorous person. Gratiano says to Lorenzo when he complains
to Antonio that Gratiano never allows him to speak:
"Well, keep me company but two years more, thou shalt not know the sound of thine own tongue."
Gratrano can be regarded as Bassanio's shadow. Both can be seen everywhere with each other, in the
play. There are a lot of similarities in their personalities.

15. Draw a character-sketch of Jessica.

Ans. Introduction: Jessica is the daughter of Shylock in Shakespeare's well known play 'The Merchant of
Venice'. But Jessica s totally different from her father.

Her personality: Jessica is very attractive and charming girl. She is opposite to her father Shylock.
Jessicais very sweet girl.
Jessicais aJewish girl. She is very beautiful Lorenzo falls in love with her and finally they elope.
Jessica is a lovable girl. She is loved by all the characters in the play. She too loves all the persons. She
feels upset when Launcelot leaves the service from shylock. Launcelot starts crying while parting from
Jessica.
Romantic: Jessica is romantic by nature. She has a poetic soul. She says to Lorenzo:
"l am never merry when I hear sweet song."
Jessica is fond of music. She is also an admirer of beauty. She loves moonlight. The character of Jessica
in the play is the delightful character.

16. Draw a character sketch of Nerissa.

Ans. Introduction: Nerissa is the maid servant of Portia in the play "The Merchant of Venice'. She also plays
the role of her companion.

Intimate to Portia: Nerissa knows everything about Portia. Both Nerissa and Portia are very intimate to
each other. Portia tells her about all those suitors who wish to marry her.
Her wit: Nerissa is very wise and intelligent girl. she is witty and cheerful. Nerissa is a perfect watch for
Gratiano and that's why both of them fall in love with each other. She has a sense of humour and she is
endowed with a ready mind.
Nerissa is a good specimen of a common type of character. She is a clever confidential waiting woman,
who has taught a little of her lady's elegance and romance.
Nerissa's role is too much in the whole play. When Portia visits Venice as a lawyer, her maid Nerissa goes
to Venice as her clerk. Further, she marries Gratiano.
To conclude, Nerissa is an admirable character.

17. Why did Shylock hate Antonio? Give reasons.

Ans. Introduction: The hatred of Shylock is the main and base theme of the play, But he has reasons for his
deep-rooted grudge against Antonio.

His hatred as a Jew: Antonio was a Christian and Shylock was a Jew. Their religions were responsible
for their mutual hatred. Shylock admits that he hates Antonio because he is a Christian. Even Antonio
hates Jews and Shylock was very well aware of Antonio's feeling, Shylock says:
"He hates our sacred nation."
Trading competition: Antonio was a kind-hearted trader. He was indulged in reducing the rates of
interest by lending out money without interest. He was only helping needy but it pinched Shylock, the
money lender. He used to charge high interest rates for income, But Antonio caused him great loss. So
that Shylock hates Antonio.
Antonio's criticism: Antonio has criticised Shylock for his charging high rates of interest, and thus,
making huge profit. He scolds Shylock in public. This was all insulting for Shylock.
Thus Shylock has powerful reasons for hating Antonio. His hatred is the main reason for his feeling of
revenge.

18. Describe how Portia saved Antonio's life.

Ans. The trial scene in the play "The Merchant of Venice' has a great significance. It presents the conflict
between justice and wickedness. Here Portia's character has been highlighted. In this scene, the Bond
story of Antonio reaches its tragic height. The revenge of Shylock wins but the disguise of Portia as an
advocate again creates humour.

Through this scene the conflict between shylock and Portia comes to an end. Portia asks Shylock to cut
off the flesh of Antonio and warns him that in the process of cutting off flesh, no drop of blood should
come outas it is not according to terms.

Portia's brilliant arguments escape Antonio Shylock was ready to accept the three thousand ducats. But
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Portia exclaims Shylock's will to kill Antonio. According to law. Shylock's half property will go to
Antonio and half will be forfeited.
Hence, the trial scene ends with the victory of judgement.

19. Give the substance of Portia's speech on 'Mercy'.

Ans. Introduction: 'The Merchant of Venice' is one of the best play of Shakespeare. Portia is the heroine and
powerful character in disguise of a lawyer who defends Antonio. She tries to get justice cleverly. She
tries to calm down Shylock with the argument that he should be merciful to Antonio.

A noble virtue: Portia says to shylock that mercy is a noble virtue of human heart. It is God's gift. Itis a
continuous process which blesses both the giver and the receiver. She says that no one can be forced for
this, It falls from the heart of a man as gentle rainfalls from heaven. Itis a quality of God.
God virtue: Portia explains that the person, who shows the quality of mercy gains God's power.
Powerful persons should have the power of mercy. This is stronger that the crown of a king. The person,
who has mercy, is more honourable than the person without mercy.
Further, Portia says that God is merciful even to the sinners. She describes Shylock that a merciful man is
like God. So he should be merciful towards Antonio.

20. What about the development of character in Bassanio?

Ans. Bassanio is an example of a type of young manhood to be found almost everyday handsome, clever,
pleasure-loving, and pleasure-seeking, but still with many noble traits, it is not until some sudden crisis
occurs in his life that he discovers his own littleness, or that his friends realize how much there is in him
that is truly manly and noble. His first act in the play is to borrow money not for the first time from
Antonio in order to purchase a suitable outfit in which to woo a lady of great wealth whom he believes to
be already prepossessed in his favour. He confesses to a feeling of great admiration for the lady, which is,
in one of his temperament, probably his leading motive in seeking her, though he declares to Antonio, to
spare the feelings of the cousin who had done so much for him, that his chief object is to gain money with
which to pay his debts.

But shortly after his arrival at Belmont, his feelings undergo a sudden and unexpected revulsion. The
utter truth and candor of the beautiful Portia, her implicit trust in his equally good faith, and her
unreserved surrender of herself and all her fortune into his keeping, strip him of all his customary polite
pleasantries and leave him bereft of all words", but by the loss of the ornamental and self-admired
flourishes. the manhood within him, already clearly discerned by the keener eyes of Antonio and Portia,
is revealed to himself and to others more plainly than every before. He recognizes at once how utterly
despicable had been all mercenary motives, and rallies all his innate nobility to enable him to cope with
the matchless creature who would with a generous simplicity that was almost sublime, entrust him with
her all-in-all.

With all his nobler energies thus suddenly aroused, the knowledge that Antonio's life is endangered
through his fault, and the action incumbent upon him in consequence are just the forces needed to
continue and confirm the beneficial change already produced in his character. His conduct throughout
the trial scene testifies to the development going on within him, and gains the entire approval of the ever-
watchful eyes of the youthful judge; so that in the fifth act, when complete harmony is at last restored we
feel that Bassanio, purified and elevated by her influence though he may not be her equal, is yet worthy
ofhis Portia.

21. How would you describe shylock in the early scenes of the play?

Ans. In the first scenes in which shylock appears, he is as hard, as cold, and as keen as glittering steel.
Throughout the play the effects of his intensely active intellect are to be seen: for every word he utters
hits the mark with a suddenness and an unerring precision that is at once startling and terrifying. But in
these early scenes before his passions are roused to activity, he is shown as the shrewd business man
ready and willing to sacrifice anything for the sake of his idol, money. In each one of the sudden moves
he makes in L. iii, in his rapid, but sure calculation of the relative value of mercantile ventures, quick
perception of his advantage over the Christian who would borrow of him, in his shrewd defence of his
use of the interest system, in the wily and plausible way in which he drives the proud merchant into the
snare he has set for him, the acuteness of intellect and promptness of action which came so near making
him the victor over Antonio are apparent. So in the act, the mean littlenesses into which avarice will
betray a man are clearly shown.

22. Discuss Jessica's character and conduct, particularly with reference to Shylock's influence and
training: in contrast with Portia's home-influence?

Ans. Jessica had in her all the rudiments of a very lovely womanhood; but a deal of cultivation was needed to
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develop them to anything like perfection. It is highly improbable that Shylock had ever consciously
given her any training whatever, save such as might be conveyed to her through in junctions to "fast
blind" in order that she might "fast find." Though his evil influence had failed to injure to a really
dangerous extent her innate truth and purity, yet it had such an effect upon her character as to make it
perfectly easy and natural to her to deceive and desert her unloving father, who made her home a hell,
and to cling in preference to her Christian lover. True to the precepts which had been dinged in her ears
through her whole life, she did not make her escape without a fair supply of the needful gold but though
this general principle has been imparted to her by Shylock, she has failed to learn the lesson of the value
of money; and she spends his hard-earned ducats with a freedom and recklessness that is positive torture
to her grasping father.

To me, one of the most pitiful evidences of Jessica's lack of proper home training is the way in which she
speaks of her father after her arrival at belmont. That she should have lost all respect and love for him,
and that she should have voluntarily deserted him without apparently feeling the slightest compunction,
is perhaps no more than natural; but when she listens to, and even joins in, the accusations of wickedness
and cruelty made against him, we cannot but deplore the blemish which ignorance of the good and the
beautiful has left upon her character. Had she had the refining influences thrown around her which Portia
enjoyed in her home life, though she might never have been the force which the latter was she might have
been as she doubtless afterwards became, as true, beautiful, and loyal as her instincts would direct.

23. Isthe fifth act necessary dramatically or not, and what is its relation to the rest of the play?

Ans. Dramatic interest reaches its highest pitch in the trial-scene, but the fifth act is nevertheless a dramatic
necessity. As has been often observed, to preserve the nature of a comedy, the tragic element had been
carried to its utmost extreme in the preceding act; and after the pomp and stir and excitement of the trial
scene, the calm moonlight scene in Portia's garden, the lyric sweetness of the lovers dialogue, and the
final restoration of harmony among the home-comers, are needed to reduce the mind to the state of
gentle interest and pleasure which it is the object of the comedy to excite. Then, too, without it the plot is
left with numerous unfinished ends. Those of us who have not such a strong predilection for artistic
effect as to wish that Shakespeare had stopped short when he completed the masterly picture contained
in I'V. i, think it only natural and proper that we should witness the reunion of Bassanio and Portia, the
meeting between Antonio and Bassanio's wife, and the effect produced upon all parties by the
announcement that it was Portia who had acted so successfully the part of judge.

It is not without pleasure, too, that we have a parting glimpse of Lorenzo and Jessica, safety harbored in
the peaceful domain of Belmont, and of Gratiano and Nerissa, with their half-comical, wholly serious
imitation of their lord and lady Few things could be more exquisite than is this fifth act, in its way; and
without it one of the great charms of The Merchant of Venice would, to me, be lost.

24. Does the fifth act show the working out of the principles of good and evil? Why does Antonio
appear in it and Shylock not?

Ans. It is to the fifth act that we naturally look for the harvest, both of good and of evil, to result from the
sowing done in the preceding scenes. With regard to Jessica, I suppose it may be said that Justice is finally
done her, though through rather a doubtful medium, by placing her in a position where the beneficial
influences of which she stands so sadly in need will at last be thrown around her. Lorenzo, too, meets with
his reward after a fashion, in the fact that the virtue of his deed in removing Jessica from a baneful to a
healthful atmosphere atleast serves to cancel its unlawfulness. Portia has restored to her husband, who
has, as she herself can testify, passed victoriously through the trials brought upon him by his youthful
imprudence, and who, largely through her own endeavors, returns to her, purified and ennobled.
Antonio, who, through his harshness in one direction and his unhesitating generosity in all others, has
unsuspectingly jeopardized his life, has that life restored to him, and receives the news that his property
is safe, by the hand Portia, who as he had before thought, had deprived him of his place in the affections
of his dearest friend, Bassanio. Antonio, as the person most sinned against in consequence of the least
sin, deserves a prominent place in the closing act, and a fair share of the blessings held in the right hand of
Justice. But shylock, whose sin was woven into the very fibre of his being, had received his fitting
reward, and had voluntarily taken his departure. Justice had already done her work there, and there was
no need for the further introduction of the dusturbing element.

25. How does Shakespeare set about delineating his chief characters as compared with other authors?
Whatis the importance of his secondary characters?

Ans. The distinguishing feature of Shakespeare's delineation of character is the utter absence of all formal and

deliberate effort to assist us in gaining an insight into the minds of his creatures. Little by little the whole
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tissue of their minds is revealed to a carefully observant eye; but it is all done in the natural course of
conversation and events, and without the slightest consciousness on the part of the reader of an
intentional discussion of character by Shakespeare. With most other authors the case is different. Take
George Eliot for an example. Her character portrayals are marvelously powerful, but her method is the
exact opposite of Shakespeare's. After every trifling incident she dissects and analyzes each sensation
and emotion of her characters with a carefulness and minuteness of detail due to her very excess of
mental grasp; and so far as the characters themselves are concerned, she requires little mental action on
the part of her readers save the following out of her own train of thought.

It is easy to see, in pursuing his method, of what great value Shakespeare's secondary characters would
be to him by means of casual remarks of involuntary displays of emotion on the part of chance-
acquaintances or of more intimate friends, many of the finer touches are added, almost without our being
conscious of it, to the images which shape themselves in our minds as we read, but which would have
instantly jarred upon us had they come to us from the lips of the chief characters themselves.

Short Answer Type Questions
[To be answered in about 30 words]

1.
Ans.
2.
Ans.
3.
Ans.
4.
Ans.

5.
Ans.

6.
Ans.
7.
Ans.
8.
Ans.

9.
Ans.

17.
Ans.

What causes do Salerio and Salanio suggest for Antonio's melancholy?

They suggest that he is sad because he is in love and that his ships might be in danger.

What humorous advice does Gratiano offer Antonio?

He told Antonio to talk because he would forget his own voice.

Why does Bassanio want Antonio to loan him more money?

Basaanio wants Antonio to loan him money because he wants to go on a journey to Belmont to marry Portia.

Why is Portia angry with her deceased father?

Portia is angry with her father because he left a system so the man who chooses the right casket gets to
marry her. Portia disagrees with this because she can't chose who she wishes to marry.

Why does Nerissa tell Portia she need not fear her unwelcome suitors?

Nerissa tells Portia this because if she ignores or doesn't acknowledge the unwelcome suitors they will
leave her alone.

What do Portia and Nerissa think of Bassanio?

Portiaand Nerissa think thathe is the most suitable person for Portia to marry out of all the others that tried.
According to Shylock, why does he hate Antonio?

Shylock hates Antonio because he spat on him in a previously and ridicules him and the jews.

Why is Shylock indignant over Antonio's request?

Shylock was indignant because he felt as if he shouldn't give them what they want because they treated
him poorly.

Whatis Antonio's response to Shylock's accusation?

Antonio's response to Shylock's accusation was shocking because he should do it as his job not from
personal grudges.

. In exchange for what does Shylock agree to lend Antonio and Bassanio the money?

. Shylockagrees to lend him money, buthe must give Shylock a pound of flesh inreturn ifthe due isn't paid.
. Why does Morroco fear Portia will reject him at the outset?

. Morocco thinks he will be rejected by Portia of his skin colour, as he was not fair but dark.

. Whatis Bassanios reservation about Gratiano accompanying him to Belmont?

. Bassanios reservation was that Gratiano had to act more mature in this voyage where he was

accompanying him to Belmont.

. Whatis Jessica's dilemma concerning her father shylock?

. Jessica's dilemma is that she can't love a Christian and she was ashamed him.

. How does Lorenzo plan to disguise Jessica in order for her to escape from her father?
Ans.
. Before going to dine with Antonio and Bassanio, what advice does shylock give his daughter?
. Theadvice thathe gives heris to lock all the doors and not to leave the house.

. Why does Jessica not want Lorenzo to see her when he arrives at Shylock's house?

Ans.

Lorenzo plans to disguise Jessica as a boy to escape from her father's house.

Jessica did not want Lorenzo to see her when he arrives at Shylock's house because she was disguised as
aboy and she was embarrassed.

Whatis Morocco's rationale for choosing the gold casket?

Morocco choose the gold casket because he thought that she is worth nothing less and every suitor wants her.
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18.
Ans.

19.
Ans.

20.
Ans.
21.

Ans.

22.
Ans.
23.
Ans.

24.
Ans.
25.
Ans.
26.
Ans.
27.
Ans.
28.
Ans.

29.
Ans.

30.
Ans.

31.
Ans.

32.
Ans.

33.

Ans.

34.
Ans.

35s.

Ans.
36.

Ans.

37.
Ans.

What news has Salerio heard, making him anxious?

Salerio heard that some ships have sank on a voyage and he fears that they may be Antonio's. This news
made him anxious.

How does Solanio interpret Antonio's sadness at Bassanio's departure?

Solanio says that Antonio is upset because Bassanio is leaving and that his losing his best friend. This
way Solanio interpret Antonio's sadness at Bassanio's departure.

Which casket does Aragon choose and why?

Aragon choose the silver casket. Itis because he thinks he deserves her more than any other suitor.

Why, since it won't result in any financial gain, does Shylock insist on the terms of his bond with
Antonil?

Antonio and Shylock made a deal and if Antonio does not give his bond he must give a pound of flesh and
adeal isadeal.

What news does Tubal bring Shylock?

Tubal told Shylock that Antonio's ships sank and he wouldn't be able to pay back the bond.

Why does Portia want Bassanio to wait before facing the challenge of the three caskets?

Because Portia wants Bassanio to wait and be with her for a little while so that if he gets it wrong they still
spent time together.

Why does Bassanio select the lead casket?

Bassanio selects the lead casket because he distrusts attractive surfaces, for fear they contain corrupt things.
What does thelead casket contain?

The lead casket contains Portia picture and a scroll.

What does Portia claim will occur if Bassanio give u p the ring she gave him?

Portia claims that it will show that Bassanio doesn't love her as much as she thought.

What does Gratiano reveal after Bassanio solves the riddle of the three caskets?

Gratiano reveals that Portia will now be Bassanio's.

Why does Portia allow Bassanio to leave before they get married?

Portia allows him to leave because she knows that Antonio is in trouble and that they (Bassanio and
Antonio) are best friends.

According to Antonio, why won't the Duke be able to intercede on his behalf?

According to Antonio, the Duke won't be able to intercede on his behalf because a bond is a bond and it
was a written agreement and it was signed so Antonio must hold up his end of the bargain.

What does Portia decide to do at the end of Act ITI?

Portia decides to dress up like a man and go to the court for Antonio to help him so that Shylock doesn't
get the pound of flesh.

What does the Duke request of Shylock?

The Duke requests that Shylock is to forgive him and come up with a different agreement.

What reason does Shylock give for his wanting the pound of Antonio's flesh?

Shylock gives the reason for his wanting the pound of Antonio's flesh that the Jews and Christians
should have the same rights, and Shylock is a Christian too. Shylock also mentioned that Antonio
always spat on him.

Why does Antonio advise his friends to give up attempting to dissuade Shylock?

Antonio advises his friends to give up attempting to dissuade Shylock because Antonio knows that
Shylock won't back down and for him a deal is a deal.

Why does Shylock believe the Duke must enforce the terms of the bond?

Shylock believes the Duke must enforce the terms of the bond because the bond was made and it should
be followed up.

Why does Portia, disguised as the lawyer, initially concludes that Shylock's bond must be
adhered to?

Portiadisguises herselfso she can help Antonio, and he doesn'thave to give one pound of flesh to Shylock.
Although she acknowledges Shylock's right to a pound of Antonio's flesh, how does Portia prevent
the usurer from acting on it?

Portia prevent the usurer from acting on it by putting the condition that if any drop of Christian blood is
dripped Shylock has the right to die.

Why is Shylock stripped of his possessions?

Shylock is stripped of his possessions because he tried to murder or harm a Christian.
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38.
Ans.
39.
Ans.
40.
Ans.

41.
Ans.
42.
Ans.
43.
Ans.
44.
Ans.
45.
Ans.
46.
Ans.
47.
Ans.
48.
Ans.
49.
Ans.
50.
Ans.

Apart from the financial conditions, what does Antonio's new arrangement demand of Shylock?
He doubles his money and Antonio does not lose one pound of flesh, and halfofthe money goes to Jessica.
What does the disguised Portia demand from Bassanio for her services?

Thedisguised Portia demands the ring from Bassanio for her services that she herselfhas given him earlier.
Why is Bassanio reluctant to give up the ring?

Bassanio is reluctant to give up the ring because it was the ring his wife gave him showing her love, and
she made him promise that he wouldn't give it away or lose it ever.

What message does Stephano deliver to Lorenzo and Jessica?

The message Stephano deliver to Lorenzo and Jessica was that Portia and Nerissa have arrived.

What opinion does Lorenzo hold of men who don'tlike music?

Lorenzo thinks that those who don't like music feel no emotion of love.

What does Portia order her household notto do?

Portia orders her husband to take no being of the absence.

To whom does Nerissa claim to believe Gratiano gave his ring?

Nerissa believes that Gratiano gave it to another woman.

What does Portia threaten when Bassanio admits he gave the ring away?

She threatens him that she will not see or talk to himuntil the ring is returned.

What does Portia claim she will do if she encounters the doctor to whom Bassanio gave the ring?
She says if she sees the doctor with her ring the doctor must lay with her.

How does Antonio attempt to placate Portia?

By telling her he witnessed give the ring to the clerk.

What does Portia offer Bassanio to seal the new promise?

Anotherring.

Whatsecret does Portia reveal to the company?

That she was in fact the doctor and Nerissa was the clerk.

What good news does Portia tell Antonio?

The good news Portia tells Antonio that some of Antonio's ships have miraculously arrived in port.

Questions Based on Quotations
Who said the following remarks and why?

1.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

'"Your mind is tossing on the ocean;

There, where your argosies with portly sail,

Like signiors and rich burghers on the flood

Or, as it were, the pageants of the sea,

Do over peer the petty traffickers,

'That curtsy to them, do them reverence,

As they fly by them with their woven wings.

These lines are spoken by Salerio who is a friend of Antonio and one of the main characters of the play.
Here Salerio is replying to Antonio, who has just opened the play by admitting he feels depressed,
although he has no idea why.

. Believe me, no: I thank my fortune for it,

My ventures are not in one bottom trusted

Nor to one place; nor is my whole estate

Upon the fortune of this present year;

Therefore my merchandise makes me not sad.

These lines are spoken by Antonio. Here Antonio is replying to Salarino, who says that Antonio is sad
because he's so worried about his cargo but Antonio refuses it by saying that his financial situation is
healthy and it's not the reason for his sadness.

. Well, tell me now what lady is the same

To whom you swore a secret pilgrimage,

That you today promised to tell me of?

These lines are spoken by Antonio. Here Antonio is asking Bassanio about the girl, with whom he said he
was going to take a special trip and promised to tell Antonio about her.

. Ay, that's a colt indeed, for he doth nothing but talk of his horse, and he makes it a great

appropriation to his own good parts that he can shoe him himself. I am much afeard my lady him
mother played false with a smith.

These lines are spoken by Portia. Here Portia is replying Nerissa who tells her that the first suitor is the
prince from Naples and then Portia describes him for Nerissa.
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Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

Ans.

10.

Ans.

11.

Ans.

12.

Ans.

13.

. Very vilely in the morning, when he is sober, and most vilely in the afternoon, when he is drunk.

When he is best, he is a little worse than a man, and when he is worst, he is little better than a beast,
And the worst fall that every fell,  hope I shall make shift to go without him.

These lines are spoken by Portia. Here Portia is replying Nerissa who asks about her liking for the young
German, the duke of Saxony's nephew. Portia describes him as pretty awful.

. IfI could bid the fifth welcome with so good a heart as I can bid the other four farewell, I should be

glad of his approach: If he have the condition of a saint and the complexion of a devil, I had rather
he should shrive me than wive me.

These lines are spoken by Portia. Here Portia is replying to his servant when he tells her that the four
suitors are looking for her to say goodbye.

. I'had forgot-three months— You told me so.

Well then, your bond; and let me see-but hear you,

'Methought you said you neither lend nor borrow

Upon advantage.

These lines are spoken by shylock. Here Shylock is replying to Antonio when he came to him for
borrowing money with Bassanio.

. Ofather Abram, what these Christians are,

Whose own hard dealings teaches them suspect
The thoughts of other! pray you, tell me this;

Ifhe should break his day, what should I gain

'By the exaction of the forfeiture?

Apound of man's flesh taken from a man

Is not so estimable, profitable neither,

As flesh of muttons, beefs or goats.

I'say, to buy his favour, I extend this friendship.

If he will take it, so—if not, adieu;

And, for my love, I pray you wrong me not.

These lines are spoken by shylock. Here shylock is replying to Antonio telling him his condition for
lending him money when he asked him about his bond.

. He hath a greatinfection, sir, as one would say, to serve—
Ans.

These lines are spoken by Gobbo. Here Gobbo is telling about his son Launcelot to Bassanio when his
son interrupts him.

Adieu! Tears exhibit my tongue.

Most beautiful pagan, most sweet Jew!

Ifa Christian did not play the knave and get thee,

I am much deceived. But, Adieu! these foolish drops do somewhat drown my manly spirit. adieu!
These lines are spoken by Launcelot. Here Launcelot is replying to Jessica who gives him a letter to
deliver it to Lorenzo; and he gets emotional and wants to cry but couldn't because according to him it's
notmanly to cry.

Why, yet it lives there unchecked that Antonio hath a ship of rich lading wracked on the narrow
seas; The Goodwins, I think they call the place; a very dangerous flat and fatal, where the carcasses
of many a tall ship lie buried, as they say, if my gossip report be an honest woman of her word.

These lines are spoken by Salarino. Here Salarino is replying to Solanio, when he asked him about the
news on the Rialto, telling him about the wrecked ship of Antonio.

There is more difference between thy flesh and hers than between jet and ivory, more between
your bloods than there is between red wine and Rhenish. But tell us, do you hear whether Antonio
have had any loss atsea orno?

These lines are spoken by Salarino. Here Salarino is replying to Shylock when he says that his daughter
is his flesh and blood. Salarino replies him by saying that there is difference between him and his
daughter Jessica.

Fie, what a questions that,

Ifthou wert near alewd interpreter!

But come, I'll tell thee all my whole device

When I am in my coach, which stays for us

At the park gate; and therefore haste away,
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Ans.

14.

Ans.

15.

Ans.

16.

Ans.

17.

Ans.

18.

For we must measure twenty miles today.

These lines are spoken by Portia. Here Portia is replying to Nerissa when she asked her that why are they
turning to men to what she replies that she will tell her plan in the carriage on their way.

The quality of mercy is not strained.

It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven

Upon the place beneath. Itis twice blessed:

These lines are spoken by Portia. Here Portia is replying to Shylock when he asked her that why he
should show mercy to Antonio, and she replies that mercy is a double blessing and it blesses the one who
gives and receives it. It's strongest in the strongest people.

Why, this bond is forfeit!

And lawfully by this the Jew may claim

A pound of flesh, to be by him cut off

Nearest the merchant's heart. Be merciful:

Take thrice thy money; bid me tear the bond.

These lines are spoken by Portia. Here Portia is telling Shylock to show mercy and take thrice of his
money when he gives her the documents regarding the bond signed between him and Antonio.

Heis not, nor we have not heard from him.

Butgo wein, I pray thee, Jessica,

And ceremoniously let us prepare

Some welcome for the mistress of the house.

These lines are spoken by Lorenzo. Here Lorenzo is talking about the preparations for the welcome of
Portia, the mistress of the house, when Stephano informs him about her arrival.

Sweet Portia,

If you did know to whom I gave the ring,

If you did know for whom

I gave thering,

And would conceive for what I gave the ring.

And how unwillingly I left the ring

When naught would be accepted but the ring,

You would abate the strength of your displeasure.

These lines are spoken by Bassanio. Here he is replying to Portia when she asked him about his ring and
getsangry to which Bassanio replies if Portia would know the reason for it. she won't be so angry with him.
Ay, but the clerk that never means to do it,

Unless he live until he be a man.

Ans.

These lines are spoken by Nerissa. Here she is replying to Gratiano when he asked her, jestingly, if she
was the clerk with whom his wife's going to cheat on him to which she replies that yes, but the clerk will
never do it, unless he grows up to be aman.
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SHORT STORIES
The Gold Watch
—Panjikkara Raphy
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EXERCISE

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:

1.
Ans.

What were Sanku's problems and how did he try t solve them?

Problems at home: Sanku was an unskilled labourer. He was illiterate. This was the cause of all the
problems that troubled him. He got very little wages. It was get only one rupee per day. He was married
and had two children. The third child was also in the womb of his wife. The children were hungry and
unhealthy. The under child had sores all over the body. The younger cried in hunger at night.

Problems outside: Sanku was in debt. He had borrowed from many persons. The money was not much
but it was too heavy for Sanku. He was afraid that he would be scolded and insulted. They might even
beat him. He could do nothing.

His plan to solve his problems: He had seen the engineer's gold watch. It was easy to steal it. It was his
only choice. He decided to steal it. He would sell it and pay all his debts with the money. Thus he planned
to solve his problems by stealing the gold watch of the factory engineer.

. How did Sanku's solve his vexing problems? How did he feel after that?
Ans.

Sanku was low paid factory worker. He was poor and illiterate. His wages were not enough to meet his
expenses. He was always in debt due to borrowing money for his needs. He had many vexing problems.
He had to repay his debt to many people. He was afraid that he would be insulted and scolded by his
creditors for not repaying them their money. He wanted to solve his problems. The only solution he had
in his mind was stealing the gold watch. The gold watch belonged to the factory engineer in the factory
where Sanku worked too. Thus he decided to steal the watch. But Sanku was not courageous enough to
steal the watch. He had great fear and hesitation. His heart throbbed faster as he move to steal the watch.
He tried but was unable to steal the gold watch.

. How did Sanku manage to steal the watch and what did he think?
Ans.

Sanku's poor condition: Sanku was a poor labourer. He had debts to pay. But he had no means to get rid
of his debts. He could see only one way. The engineer of the factory, where Sanku worked, had a gold
watch. If Sanku stole it, he would be able to pay his debts. He had tried to steal it several times but it was
an failure.

At last he firmly decided to steal the watch. At one o'clock everyone went away for lunch. Sanku did not
go. The engineer went away. He would return only by four o'clock. Sanku looked a round. He hesitated.
Atlast he picked up the watch and put it in the pocket of his trousers. He walked away in haste.

He was very much afraid. He thought everyone knew that he has committed the theft. He imagined
what would happen to him. He thought that he would be caught, rebuked and dismissed from service. He
was very much frightened. He felt the gold watch burning his pocket. He had the feelings of great fear,
anxiety and perturbation. So he could not bear it. He went back and after putting the watch on the table
walked away.

. Give a character sketch of Sanku.
Ans.

Alow paid worker: Sanku is a low paid factory worker. He is illiterate. He gets very poor wages. It was
one rupee per day in those days. This amount is not enough to meet his expenses. He has to borrow
money even for his daily needs. So he is always in debt.
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His family life: Sanku has a wife and two children. The third is expected. The children are hungry and
unhealthy. The elder child has sores all over his body. The younger cries in hunger at night. Thus his
family life is very miserable.

His problems: Sanku has a number of problems. He has got into many debts. He has borrowed from the
fund and several other persons. He has to pay money for purchases from the store and the tea shop. He
owes money to Ali and other people. He is afraid that he will be insulted and scolded by his creditors. He
has some other problems too. He is very much worried. He wants to solve his problems. He has no choice
butto steal. So he decides to steal the gold watch of the factory engineer.

His fear and hesitation: Sanku has great fear and hesitation. He is timid. He lacks in courage. His heart
throbs faster as he advances to steal the watch. He is very nervous. After stealing the watch he is so much
frightened that he puts back the watch on the table and walks away breathlessly. This shows his real
character.

. Describe the story 'The Gold watch in your words'.
Ans.

The story 'The Gold Watch' is written by Ponjikkara Raphy. Sanku is the hero of this story. He was
simply a labourer in a factory. Due to unskilled labourer he drew a low salary of rupees one per day. He
was very poor. Besides him, he had a wife and two children also. He was fully sunk into severe poverty.
He was in a great need of money. At present his wife was pregnant. The children's demand were also
before him.

So with a view to get rid of his grim problems, he decided to steal the gold watch of his factory engineer.
He was an English man. The engineer was in a habit of leaving his gold watch on the table during lunch
period. Sanku planned to steal that gold watch during the lunch period. Because it was the time when no
one was in the office. So, at lunch period, he stole the gold watch. But by human nature Sanku was not a
habitual thief. It was the needs of the family that forced him to do so. Before stealing the gold watch, he
hesitated for a while and felt his fault. At this very instance he noticed a man coming towards him. Sanku
thought that this person has seen him stealing the match and he is coming to get him. So he at once, put
the gold watch on the table and moved away from there.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer each of the following questions in about 30 words:

1.
Ans.
2.
Ans.

3.
Ans.

4.
Ans.

5.
Ans.

6.
Ans.

Who was Sanku and what did he word?

Sanku was an unskilled labourer. He worked in a factory. He was extremely poor. He had a large family.
What were his problems and how did he plan to solve them?

Sanku was very poor. His earning was only one rupee per day. He was in need of more money. He was in
heavy debt. He planned to solve his money problems by stealing the gold watch ofhis factory engineer.
What time of the day did Sanku think was the most suitable for stealing the gold watch and why?
Sanku thought that the lunch time was the most suitable time for stealing the gold watch as during lunch
time everybody would be out for lunch.

What did Sanku's wife ask him to bring from the market?

Sanku's wife asked him to bring ointment for the sores of baby and two ripe bananas to feed the baby in
the night.

What stopped Sanku from stealing the watch in the beginning?

Sanku had tried several times to steal the gold watch. But his fear and hesitation stopped him from
stealing the gold watch in the beginning. He was afraid of being seen by someone.

Why did Sanku steal the watch?

Sanku was in heavy debt. His salary was one rupee per day only. Hid debt amount was twenty— two
rupees and thirteen paise. He was in need of some more money for his family. So he decided to steal the
gold watch, as he had no other choice.

. Sanku cursed himself by stealing the gold watch, Why?
Ans.

Sanku cursed himself by stealing the gold watch because he had debt to clear and his family burden. All
these could be solved if he would steal the golden watch but he was afraid to do it.

. Was Sanku an honest person? Discuss on it.
Ans.

Yes, Sanku was an honest person. Due to his problems in life he wanted to steal the gold watch and set
himself free from debts and other problems but he was afraid to do this. It is because somewhere in his
conscience he knew that it was wrong. His circumstances made him to think about stealing otherwise he
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isa good man.
9. Why did Sanku feel suffocated after stealing the gold watch?
Ans. After committing the theft Sanku was too much afraid of being caught. He thought that all the employees
of'the factory would look at him in wrong way, his engineer would abuse him and he would lose his job.

Appreciating the Story
Choose the most suitable option:
1. Sankustole a gold watch.
(a) silver (b) brass (c) gold (d) steel
2. Sanku put the watch back in its place, because:
(a) hethought he was being unkind to the Englishman whom the watch belonged.
(b) his conscience pricked him.
(¢) hethought the gold watch could not solve all his problems.
(d) hewas frightened of being caught and punished.
3. Who was owner of the gold watch?

(a) thefactory engineer (b) Sanku
(c) other factory worker (d) noneoftheabove
0 An Astrologer's Day
—R.K. Narayan
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EXERCISE
Long Answer Type Questions

Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:
1. The astrologer was a very clever person. Give reasons in support of your answer.
Ans. Undoubtedly the astrologer was a clever person. Although he did not know the primary knowledge of
astrology. But circumstances forced him to accept this profession. In his opinion, this is the best art to
earn money easily. To spend in smoothly and peacefully this profession is good. Progressively, he
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acquired pre-eminence of it. He had a deep knowledge of human nature. His view was that he had to
foretell only the pleasing factors to his customers. In this way, he would successful to earn money
quickly. He concluded that man's most of the problems, doubts belong to money, marriage, property and
relations. He could guess what his client wanted to ask.

Although the astrologer was totally unknown about the subject, but he gathered deep experience by
continuous practice. His predictions were readymade. He told his clients that for long he had not been
getting the desired result. He used to say, "Most of your troubles are due to your nature." Such type of
statement endeared his customers very much. This way we can say that astrologer was too much clever,
wise and good orator. Nine out of ten his foretelling were true.

2. Sketch the character of astrologer.

Ans. Mostly astrologers are found to be sitting and transacting their business in the Town Hall parks. His
forehead was resplendent with sacred ash and vermilion. His eyes had a sparkling gleam. His dark
whiskers streamed down his cheeks. He had a saffron-coloured turban around his head.

He has dozen cowrie shells. He had a square of cloth with unclear mystic chats on it. He had a notebook
and a bundle of palmyra writing. He came to the Town Hall park at midday. He transacted his business
until the groundnut vendor put out his flare to go home.
When he began life, he had not in the least intended to be an astrologer. He did not know what was going
to happen to himself next minute. He was as much as stranger to the stars as were his innocent customers.
Yet he said things which pleased and astonished everyone. It was a matter of study, practice and shrewd
guesswork. He had a working analysis of mankind's troubles : marriage, money, and the tangles of
human ties.
He was an ordinary farmer. When he was youngster, he drank and gambled with Guru Nayak One day
they quarrelled badly. He thrust a knife into Guru Nayak's body. He threw him into a well in nearby
fields. He left his village for fear of being caught by the police. He settled in a town. He married a woman
and had a daughter.
He is very shrewd. He tackles Guru Nayak very cunningly. He makes a deal of haggling to cheat him and
satisfy him. He relates the real incident and evinces him tactfully.
The astrologer is a lucky man. Police is not able to arrest him yet. He leads a happy life with his wife and
daughter.

3. Describe the deal which the astrologer had struck with his last client.

Ans. The nut vendor blew out his flare. It was a signal for the astrologer. The astrologer began to put his
equipment into a bag. He saw a stranger standing before him. He invited him. He told him that he
charged three pies for a question. The stranger was not interested in his future. But the astrologer
insisted. The stranger agreed to give him eight annas provided his answers were true.

The stranger lighted a match to light a cheriot. The astrologer caught a glimpse of his face by the match
light. The astrologer felt very uncomfortable. He wanted to get rid of him. But the stranger held his wrist.
The astrologer was helpless. He asked the stranger to put his questions. The stranger asked,"Shall 1
succeed in my present search!" This relieved the astrologer. Heat once understood that he was not
recognized by the stranger whose name was Guru Nayak.
He told Guru Nayak that his search was useless. His enemy was crushed under a lorry for months back in
a distant town. Guru Nayak felt satisfied. The astrologer called him by name. He told him, "A knife has
passed through you once and then you were pushed into a well. You were left for dead." Guru Nayak
admitted all the facts. The stranger was taken aback when the astrologer called them by name. He
advised Guru Nayak to take the next train and go to his village. He said,"] see once again great danger to
your life if you go from home." He took out a pinch of sacred ash and held it to him and asked him to rub it
on his forehead and go home.
The stranger gave the astrologer a handful of coins which were later on counted by his wife and the
money was twelve and a half annas. Thus he managed to earn a handsome amount from the last client.

4. What does the astrologer's job?

Ans. Everyday the astrologer used to open his bag and spread out his professional equipment like a dozen of
cowrie shells, aquare of cloth with obscure mystic chants on it, a notebook and a bundle of palmyra
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writing. His sparkled eyes with a sharp abnormal gleam which was really an outcome of a continual
searching look for customers were many mistaken by his simple clients as prophetic light and felt
comforted. He sat under the tree. A surging crowd always moved up and down through the near road,
moving till night which was beneficiary for his profession. People are attracted to him as bees are
attracted to cosmos or dahlia stalks. He had a working analysis of man kind's troubles. Long practice had
sharpened his perception. He charged three pies per question, never opened his mouth till the other had
spoken for at least ten minutes, which provided him with enough stuff for a down answers and advices.

5. Narrate the story of 'An Astrologer's Day' in your own words.

Ans. Once there was a young farmer. He had a friend. His name was Guru Nayak. They drank and gambled.
One day they quarrelled badly perhaps over a woman. He passed a knife through the body of Guru
Nayak. Then he pushed him into a well nearby in the field. He was left for dead. The youngster left the
village without telling anyone. He left his village behind two hundred miles. He settled in a town. He
married a woman and had a daughter.

The astrologer went at midday everyday to the Town Hall Park. He sat under a tamarind tree on a busy
road. He spread a square of cloth before him. It had some unclear mystic chats on it. He put a dozen
cawrie shells, a note book and some palmyra writings besides it. He dressed himself like an astrologer.
He applied sacred ash and vermilion on his forehead. He had dark whiskers. He wound a turban of
saffron colour around his head.

The astrologer knew nothing about astrology. He told only general things to people. These things
pleased and astonished them.

One day the sun had set. The astrologer began to put his equipment into a bag. Just then, he saw a stranger
standing before him. He invited him. He told him that he charged three pies for a question. The stranger
was not interested in his future. But the astrologer insisted. The stranger agreed to give him eight annas
provided his answers were true.

The stranger lighted a match to light his cigar while the astrologer sent up a prayer to Heaven. In the light
of match-stick the astrologer saw the stranger's face. He was Guru Nayak. The astrologer felt very
uncomfortable. He wanted to get rid of him. But the stranger held his wrist. The astrologer was helpless.
He asked the stranger to put his questions. The stranger asked, "Shall I succeed in my present search?"
He told Guru Nayak that his search was useless. His enemy was crusted under a lorry four months back
in a distant town. Guru Nayak felt satisfied. The astrologer called him by his name. He advised Guru
Nayak to return home and never travel southward. He gave a handful coins to the astrologer.
Conclusion: The astrologer went home. He gave the coins to his wife. she was pleased. He told his wife
everything. Thus he felt much relieved. He was tired and he slept.

6. What are the elements of the story 'An Astrologer's Day' that make us read the story from
beginning to ent at a stretch.

Ans. Thestory'AnAstrologer's Day'is very much interesting. The reasons for this interest are as follows:

1. Language: The language of the story is very simple. It is idiomatic also. There is nothing complex in the
story. So the whole story can be understood very easily.

2. Dialogue: Each dialogue of the story is suitable according to position. There is suggestiveness also in
each dialogue. The full story is to the point. There is no unsettled state in the whole story. The
conversation between the astrologer and the customer is very interesting. The author of the story R.K.
Narayan is famous for his psychological ideas. So all the events of the present story is fully based on
psychology. Every statement of the astrologer is deeply related with imagination..

3. Plot: The plot of the story is very simple. Due to a dispute in gambling a men threw his friend into a deep
well. Thinking him dead, he left his village and began to live in a distant town, married there and had a
family. Though he was totally unknown about astrology, but he was successful orator. In this way he was
successful in his profession due to his practical approach of human nature.

Thus, this is the story of twists and suspense. Therefore it does not bore us and due to its elements we read
the story from beginning to end at a stretch.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer each of the following questions in about 30 words.
1. Who was the astrologer? Why did he leave his house?
Ans. Astrologer was a farmer. He left his house because he had stabbed a man in his youth and pushed him into
adeep well thinking him to be dead.

U.P. Series English-12



11.
Ans.
12.
Ans.
13.
Ans.

. What profession did the astrologer choose and why?
Ans.

The astrologer choose to be an astrologer. He was not trained to become an astrologer. But because of his
cleverness and wits, he succeeded in her profession.

. Which things do the astrologer had?
Ans.

The astrologer had his professional equipment which consisted of a dozen cowrie shells, a square of
cloth with uncertain mystic charts on it, a notebook and a bundle of palmyra writing.

. Who happened to came to him one day when he was ready to go home?
Ans.
. Why did the astrologer feel very uncomfortable in the presence of the stranger?
Ans.

When he was ready to go home a strange man was standing before him.

When the stranger was smoking his cigar and puffing out, the astrologer recognised him as a man who he
had stabbed and thrown into a well and considered him to be dead. This made him feel very
uncomfortable.

. Did Guru Nayak recognise the astrologer? If not, why? Give reason.
Ans.

No, Guru Nayak did not recognise the astrologer. It is because the astrologer was a young farmer when
Guru Nayak saw him earlier. Now he was a different man wearing different cloth with sacred ash and
vermilion. All things made him look different and unrecognisable to Guru Nayak.

. How did the astrologer behave with Guru Nayak?
Ans.

The astrologer at first behaved confidently with Guru Nayak but after recognising him he became
uncomfortable.

. How did the astrologer get freedom from fear of revenge and punishment?
Ans.

The astrologer told the stranger that the man who stabbed him had died having been crushed under a
lossy four months earlier and the stranger, Guru Nayak's life was not safe so he should return to his
village and never returned in this direction. The stranger got convinced. Thus the astrologer get freedom
from fear of revenge and punishment.

. Why was the astrologer's wife waiting for him?
Ans.

10.
Ans.

His wife was waiting for him because he was very late that day.

What was the load that the astrologer had been keeping in his mind and how did he get rid of it?
When the astrologer was a youngster he had stabbed a man and thrown him into the well. The was the
load that the astrologer had been keeping in his mind and when he saw the man he stabbed alive, he felt
his load had gone from him.

What was the advise the astrologer gave to the stronger?

The astrologer advised him to go back to his village and never travel southward again.

What did the astrologer tell Guru Nayak about his enemy's death?

The astrologer told Guru Nayak that his enemy was dead. He was crushed under a lorry.

Why did the astrologer advise the stranger never to travel southward?

The astrologer did not want Guru Nayak to come to his current village again and recognise him so he
advised the stranger, Guru Nayak, never to travel southward.

Appreciating the Story

Choose the most suitable option:

1.

2.

3.

The astrologer left his village because:

(a) hewanted ajob ofhis liking.

(b) hethought he had killed his friend and was afraid.
(c) he wanted to became an astrologer in a far off town.
(d) hewanted to marry.

Author of 'An Astrologer's Day' is:

(a) R.K.Narayan (b) K.R.Narayan (c) JohnKeats (d) MulkRajAnand
The astrologer recognized Guru Nayak when:

(a) hespoke to the astrologer. (b) theastrologer lita matchstick.

(c) helita matchstick to light his cheroot. (d) helitamatchstick tolightacandle.
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The Lost Child
—Mulk Raj Anand
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EXERCISE

Long Answer Type Questions
Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:
1. Narrate the story 'The Lost Child' in your own words.
Ans. Introduction: It was the festival of spring. People were going to the fair. One little boy ran between his
parents' legs.
Child's love for a toy: The boy's attention was arrested by the toys in the shops that lined the way. But
his parents did not buy him a toy.
Child's love for nature: The child saw the vast fields of the pale mustard. He saw dragon-flies and
butterflies flying there. He tried to catch them. He saw a number of trees in a grove. He enjoyed their
beauty.
The fair: As they neared the village the child could see many other footpaths full of crowds. People in
the pale were heading towards the fair.
(a) Child's desire for burfi: The child saw a sweetmeat shop. His mouth watered for barfi.But he could
not get that burfi.
(b) Child's desire for a garland: The child saw a flower-seller. He desired to have a garland. But he
failed to have one.
(¢) Child's desire for the balloons: He saw many coloured balloons flying from a pole. He wanted to
have all the balloons .But he could not.
(d) Child's desire for music: He saw a juggler playing a flute to a cobra. The child wanted to hear the
music. Knowing his parents would not allow him. He proceeded farther.
(e) Child's desire for a swing: The child saw a roundabout in full swing men, women and children
were going round and round. He made a bold request: "I want to go on the roundabout, please, father,
mother."
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The child was lost: The child's parents moved farther and he was left at the roundabout. When he had no
reply to his request, he looked for his parents but they were not there. The child was disconsolate. He
searched for his parents in the fair. While running through people's legs, he was about to be trampled. But
aman heard his shrill shrick. He lifted him up in his arms. He enquired how he came here and whose baby
he was. The child wept more bitterly than evernow. He only cried, "I wantmy mother, I want my father!"
Behaviour of the lost child: The man tried to console the child in many ways. He offered him a liftin a
roundabout . He took him to the juggler. He pleaded him to have balloons and garland. The man asked
him to have sweets. But the child sobbed in every case: "l want my mother, I want my father.
2. Which things did the child want?
Ans. Following things attracted the child and he wanted to possess:
(i) Toys: The child was attracted by the toys in the shops that lined the way. He pleaded to his parents. 'l
want that toy.' But his father looked at him red-eyed.

(ii) Young flowers: As the child entered the grove, a shower of young flowers fell upon him. He began
to gather the raining petals in his hands. But when he heard the cooing of the doves, he ran towards
his parents shouting: "The dove! the dove!" The raining petals dropped from his forgotten hands.

(iii) The sweet shop: The child was attracted by the sweet shop. He stared open eyes and his mouth
watered for the burfi. He slowly murmured." I want that burfi." But the couldn't have it.

(iv) Garland of gulmohur: The child was attracted by the garlands of gulmohur and the sweetness of
their scents. He went to the basket of flowers and murmured," I want that garland." But he failed to
getit.

(v) Balloons: The child was carried away by the rainbow glory of the silken colour balloons. He wanted
to possess them all, but he could not.

(vi) Juggler's music: A Juggler was playing a flute to a snake. The child went towards the juggler to hear
the music. Buthe could not hear it.

(vii) Aroundabout: The child saw a roundabout in amazement. He made a bold request: "I want to go on
the roundabout, please, father, mother." But he had lost this parents. He was left there all alone.
3. Describe the feelings of the child when he realised that he had lost his parents in the fair.

Ans. Introduction: It was the festival of spring. A fair was held in a village. People in pale clothes went to
visit the fair. A little boy accompanied his parents to the fair.
The child lost his parents: The child saw the sweetmeat counter a flower-seller seling garland of flower
and the balloons and juggler. At long last he saw a roundabout in full swing. Men, women and children
were enjoying the swing. The child watched them intently, going round and round. He was amazed. He
felt that he himself was being carried round. When the child saw it stop, he made a bold request: "l want
to go on the roundabout, please, father, mother!"
There was no reply. The child turned to look at his parents. They were not there. He looked behind. There
was no sign of them. Thus the child lost his parents.
Condition of the lost child: His feelings and behaviour: The separation of the parents brought about
the feeling of insecurity in the child. His throat was dry. He wept loudly. He ran at once, crying in fear;
"Mother, father." Hot and fierce tears rolled down from his eyes. He was panic-stricken. He ran in all
directions. He throat was choked. His yellow turban became untied. He was wet with sweat. He ranto a
green grassland. His parents were not found there. Then he ran hotly to a shrine. People seemed to be
crowding there. Men jostled each other. The poor child struggled to carve a way between their feet. He
was knocked by their movements. He might have been trampled underfoot if he had not cried aloud
"Father, mother, A man heard his groan. He stooped with very great difficulty. He lifted him up in his
arms. But his parents were not found out.
Conclusion: When the parents were lost, the child-psychology worked. However unkindly his parents
were, they were his solace and refuge. He could not trust a man howsoever kind and affectionate he was.
The child was offered all the things which he wanted and his parents had refused them to him, but he was
not ready to enjoy them now. His constant restrain was: "[ want my mother, [ want my father."

4. How did the man who picked up the child try to console him and with what result?

Ans. The child lost his parents when he was watching the rounabout intensely going round and round. He
wept loudly and calling his parents. He went to all the possible directions to find his parents. He entered
in a crowdy place to search them. He might have been trampled underfoot if he had not cried aloud. A
man heard his groan. He lifted him and asked about his parents but he was crying and calling for his
parents. The man tried to console him by offering him toys, sweets, garland of flowers, balloons and
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jugglers music too, but he refused everything. He just wanted his mother and father. The man tried his
best to quiet him and bring him some peace but was failed. The child was in no mood to get attract by
other things. He just wanted his mother and father.

5. Describe the psychology to childhood as it is presented in the story 'The Lost Child'.

Ans. Introduction: A child goes to the fair with his parents. The child's psychology comes into play from the
very beginning.

His eagerness for the fair: He is running between the legs ofhis parents. He is enthusiastic to visit the fair.
Child's love for nature: He is overjoyed to see the fields of pale mustard for miles. He enters the
mustard fields. He follows the dragonflies, black bee and butterfly. He tries to catch them. He is also
attracted by the little insects and worms along the footpath. He sees an old banyan tree outstretching its
arms over jaman, neem and champak and casting its shadow across golden casia and crimson gulmohur.
When he enters the grove, he gathers the raining petals in his hands. He hears the cooing of the doves and
shouts, "The dove! The dove!" The raining petals dropped, forgotten from his hands.
Instinct of possession: Hoarding is one of the elements of child psychology. He wants to possess
whatever he sees. This instincts predominates the story of 'The Lost Child.’
(a) Sweets: The child sees the sweets. He stares open—eyed at the sweets. His mouth waters for the barfi
that s this favourite sweet.
(b) Garland of flowers: The child was irresistibly drawn by sweetness of the scent. He goes towards
the basket of flowers and says, " [ want that garland."
(c) Balloons: The child is simply carried away by the rainbow glory of the silken colours of the
balloons. He desires to possess them all.
(d) Music: The child goes towards the juggler who is playing on a flute to a cobra. He desires to listen to
music.
(e) A roundabout: The child is lost in the whirling motion of the roundabout. He has overpowering
love for a swing in the roundabout.
A Child's refuge: The parents of a child are his only refuge. He cannot live without his parents. The
separation of the parents brings out the sense of insecurity in the child. In their absence he cannot get
anything from others. He accepts things only from his parents and from no other ones.
6. Discuss this matter whether the title of the story, 'The Lost Child' is suitable or not.
Ans. 'The Lost Child'is a very popular of Mulk Raj Anand. I like it for the following reasons:
Pathos: Itis a story of pathos. Pathos flows from the beginning to the end of the story. We feel pity for the
child when his desire is crushed directly or indirectly. The desire of the child's heart is suppressed by the
old, cold stare of refusal in the eyes of his parents. When the child is lost at the roundabout, he looks on
all sides, but there is no sign of his parents. His throat is dry, He cries in fear: "Mother, father'. Hot and
fierce tears roll down from his eyes. He is panic-stricken. He runs in all directions, knowing not where to
go. His throat is choked with the swallowing of his spittle. He is knocked to and fro by the movements of
people when he struggles to carve a way between their legs. He might have been trampled underfoot.
Just then a man heard his shrill shrieked voice and lifted him up. When the kind man asks him:"How did
you get here, child? Whose baby are you?" The child weeps more bitterly now than ever. This is the most
pathetic scene.
7. Whatis the special charm of the story 'The Lost Child'?
Ans. Thestory 'The Lost Child' is one of the best story of Mulk Raj Anand.
(1) Thelanguage ofthe story is very easy, simple and idiomatic practical.
(ii) Theauthorofthe story is master of child psychology. When the child is separated from his mother and
fatherinavillage fair, his cries and running from one place to another depict the sad plight of the child.
(iii) There is Indian countryside atmosphere in the whole story. The green fields, too much rush in a
village fair and variety of people's dress attract the reader.
(iv) Theplotofthe story is too much interesting. Once we begin to read the story, it is impossible to leave
itaside before finishing it.
(v) Everydescription of the story is clear. There is nothing vague.
8. Givea character sketch of child.

Ans. The child was a boy. He was wandering with his parents in the fair of their village. He was lured towards
many things like toys, garlands, sweets, balloons and flute. But he got nothing as his parents bought
nothing for him. When he got separate from his parents he became impatient and worried. He started
crying. When a stranger heard his cry and lifted him up, enquired about him and his parents but he was
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Ans.

Sho

just crying and asking for his parents only. The man tried to console the child in many ways by offering
him many things to which he was attracted earlier but he rejected. He was the kind of child who accept
things only from his parent and not from any stranger.
. What make you like the story 'The Lost Child'?
'"The Lost Child' is a story filled with emotions of pity, sympathy, tenderness and sorrow. It is among the
popular stories of Mulk Raj Anand.
In the story it is shown that how the desire of the child's heart is suppressed by his parents just through
staring and glancing at him but still when the child is lost at the roundabout he looks on all sides to seek
his parents only. He dries his throat by crying. He is scared and panic stricken. He is knocked to and fro
by the movements of people when he struggles to carve a way between their legs.
In the story, the child is happy as long as he is with his parents. Also child's love for nature and his parents
is depicted beautifully. The story also has real situations and deals with child psychology too. There are
the factors that make me like this story.

rt Answer Type Questions

Answer each of the following questions in about 30 words:

1
Ans
2
Ans

Ans.

Ans.

5.
Ans.

6.
Ans.

7.
Ans.

8.
Ans.
9.
Ans.

. What was the first demand of the child while walking in fair?

. The first demand of the child while walking in fair was a toy which his father refused with is tyrant look.

. Why was the child attracted towards fields?

. The child was attracted towards fields because it was a beautiful mustard field shining with yellow
flowers. There were also many butterflies in the field which attracted the child and he began to chase
them.

. Why didn't the child stay for long at the place where a juggles was playing his flute to the snake in

the fair?

Knowing his parents had forbidden him to hear such coarse music as the jugglers played, he didn't stay

for long at the place where a juggles was playing his flute to the snake in the fair.

. How was the child lost and where?

The child was walking and observing things around him. When he reached near a roundabout he asked

his parents to go on the roundabout but when he did not get the reply he realise that he was lost there and

started crying.

Describe the condition of the child after he had lost his parents in the fair.

As soon as the child realised that he had lost his parents he uttered full deep cry. He was badly afraid. He

wept bitterly and ran here and there. Tears rolled down his cheeks.

What were the things which attracted the child most in the fair.

When the child was wandering with his parents he was attracted to many things like toys, balloons,

garland of flowers, music and sweets.

How did the child react to every kind of offer of the gentleman?

The child rejected every kind of offer made by the gentleman. He did not care for anything else. He just

wanted his parents.

Why did the child enter the overcrowded temple.

The child entered the overcrowded temple to search his parents.

Why did the child refuse to take the things? What did he want to know?

The child refused to take the things because those were offered by a stranger and he was crying and

shrieking for his parents only. He wanted to know about his parents who had lost in the fair.

Appreciating the Story

Choose the most suitable option:

1

2

. Where was child and his parents walking?
(a) inthe fairof Eid (b) inthe market
(¢) in the fair of spring festival (d) ontheroad

. The child lost his parents when:

(a) hewas seeing the juggler's performance.

(b) he was watching the roundabout intensely going round and round.
(¢) heasked his parents for the burfi and his mouth watered for it.

(d) hewasseeingballoons.
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A Special Experience
—Prem Chand
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EXERCISE
Long Answer Type Questions

Answer each of the following questions in about 150 words:
1. Describe the story 'A Special Experience' in your own words.

Ans. Zealous patriotism had filled men and women from every walk oflife in the pre-independence era. Most
of the people, who took part in the freedom movement of India, felt it an honour to be able to do
something for the country. A lady narrates of this story. Her husband had served sherbet and pan to the
political agitators. For this offence he was arrested and given rigorous imprisonment.

She was spurned by her father as well as by her father-in-law. Her husband's friend Gyan Chand fetched

the lady in his home. Gyan Chand who was a teacher in a Government School, was forced to drag the

lady out of his house. He resigned the post. It made Gyan Babu's principal come to his sense. His wife
treated her as her younger sister.

In the story, Gyand Chand and his brave and courageous wife did not give up and turn out the narrator

from their house. They valued the sacrifice made by the narrator's husband and other freedom fighters.

The narrator was not ashamed or sad about her husband imprisonment. She was proud of it. At last, the

resignation given by Gyan Babu to the principal awakened his service and he did notaccepthis resignation.

2. Which character do you like most in the story 'A special Experience'? Give reasons in support of
your liking.

Ans. Introduction: there are five characters in this story. We do not see the principal and the narrator's
husband. The narrator shows courage in the beginning but she becomes weak after it. Babu Gyan Chand
is a good man but he is too weak. We like Babu Gyan Chand's wife for the following reasons:

Main spring of action: She is the most important person. She thinks, decides and orders. She guesses

correctly. She plays a dominant role in the story.

Good and kind: She seems to be rough. She orders everybody-her husband as well as the narrator. But she

hasaverykind heart. As the narrator says, she was 'flint outside but good inside and she was like a goddess.'

Firm: She was firm and never hesitated. She went to the narrator's house and brought her home. She did

not care for the presence of the detectives. She told her husband to resign. She told the narrator that she

was a special person. She would not let her go in any way. She was firm in her decision.

Patriot: Mrs Gyan Chand had all the feelings of patriotism. She helped the wife of a freedom fighter

with her full heart. She did not care for its result.

Conclusion: For all these qualities we like her most.

3. Whatis the special charm of the story 'A special Experience'?

Ans. Introduction: The story 'A Special Experience' deals with the patriotism. In the pre-independence era,
most of the people feel it an honour to be able to do something for the country.

The Special charms of the story are given below:

(i) A glimpse of the British rule: A man served sherbet and pan to the freedom fighters. The police
handcuffed the man and dragged him to the court. The court gave him a year's hard labour
punishment for this petty offence. It was a mockery of justice.

(ii) Resolve of the patriots: When the patriot was dragged to the court, he was a calm, confident,
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radiant, resolute deity. There was no weakness, no gloom, and no touch of grief. Rather on his lips
there played a very beautiful, energising flicker of smile.

(iii) Itis a well known saying 'Even the shadow leaves the man in his misfortune.' Her father and father-
in-law were afraid to help her because of their own petty selfishness.

(iv) A friend in need is a friend indeed. Gyan Babu was the friend of the patriot. He gave shelter to the
wife of his friend when everyone left her. He asked his government service for the sake of his
friend. What a great sacrifice it was!

(v) Fetters of feminity were broken away by the wife of Gyan Babu. She was firm and confident like a
rock. She sheltered the wife of the patriot completely. She was a source of inspiration even to her
husband. She played a part of an ideal Indian heroine.

Conclusion: This is the special charm of the story. It highlights the nature of love, devotion, patriotism

and sacrifice.
4. Describe the part played by Gyan Babu in the story 'A Special Experience'.

Ans. Gyan Babu: The part played by Gyan Babu was really great. He went to the house of his friend when his
wife was alone and helpless. The police was already after her. It was risky to help her. Her father and
father-in-law had refused to help her. He brought her home. He kept her in safety. When the Principal
asked him to send the lady back, he refused to do so. He submitted his resignation. That made the
principal come to his senses. Thus we see that Gyan Babu played an important role in the story.

A subordinate part: But his wife was the real person who inspired and encouraged him to face the

situation boldly. The part played by Gyan Babu was good but weak. He never did anything on his own.

His wife always inspired. She asked him to give a firm reply to the principal that the helpless lady

(narrator) would not be turned out.
5. Draw the character sketch of 'The Narrator of the story'.

Ans. The narrator of the story 'A Special Experience' is a lady. She is brave and courageous. Her husband had
served sherbet and pan to the political agitators for this offence he was arrested by police and given
rigorous imprisonment. The court gave him this punishment for the 'petty offence' but she 'The narrator'
stood by her husband's side.

The narrator is one of the important character in the story. She was spurned by her father as well by her

father-in-law but there were also some helping hands like Gyan Chand and his wife. Gyan Chand was

narrator's husband's friend. He fetched him to his home.

The narrator in proud of her husband. She has patriot feelings and emotions like her husband. She gets

inspire by her husband's deeds. She is also a thankful lady. She understands the meaning of help and

affection. The compassion and gratitude she receives from Gyan Chand and his wife make her realise
that how much special she is by being a wife of a husband who helped freedom fighters who never
thought of their families but just about their country.

6. Draw the character sketch of Gyan Babu's wife.

Ans. Gyan Babu's wife is the most important character in the story. She is an intelligent and firm lady. She
seems to be imperious at first but her look completely fails to give her true impression. She is flint
outside, gold inside. She is affectionate, generous and polite. She seems to be rough and commanding
lady but she is full of compassion. She is brave and courageous too. She brings a lady home whose
husband is in jail for a petty offence of offering and serving sherbet and pan to the political agitators. She
does no consider her burden but respects her and provides her comfort. She is not even afraid of
detectives loitering around her house. She tells her husband to resign from his school as his principal was
forcing him to turn out the narrator from his house, but she was firm in her decision. She supports the
narrators without being worried about any consequences.

7. Draw the character sketch of Gyan Babu.

Ans. The part played by Gyan Babu was really great. He went to the house of his friend when his wife was
alone and helpless. The police was already after her. It was risky to help her. Her father and father-in-law
had refused to help her. He brought her home. He kept her in safety. When the Principal asked him to
send the lady back, he refused to do so. He submitted his resignation. That made the principal come to his
senses. Thus we see that Gyan Babu played an important role in the story.

But his wife was the real person who inspired and encouraged him to face the situation boldly. The part

played by Gyan Babu was good but weak. He never did anything on his own. His wife always inspired.
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8.
Ans.

Ans.

10.
Ans.

She asked himto give a firm reply to the principal that the helpless lady (narrator) would not he turned out.

Whatdo youlearn from thestory 'A Special Experience'?

Prem Chand is a well known Hindi short story writer. He has depicted the value of love, devotion,

patriotism and sacrifice in this story. We learn the following lessons from the story.

(i) The narrator is the wife of a patriot. He was imprisoned because he served sherbet and pan to the
freedom fighters. The narrator showed more spirit of patriotism. She distributed sweets to the
freedom fighters and participated in the meeting of the Indian National Congress. Her political
passion inspires us.

(i) Ashadow leaves the company of a person in distress. Her father-in-law and her own father refused to
help the narrator when her husband went to jail. This is heart touching lesson.

(i) Gyan Babu's wife showed the spirit of true love for the narrator. she loved her as her younger sister.
Gyan Babu showed the matchless example of sacrifice. He resigned his government post of a
teacher but did not expel the narrator from his house.

(iv) When the narrator expressed her regret that she was the cause of their trouble, Gyan Babu's wife
scolds the child like behaviour of the narrator. She does not let her feel discouraged. Really she is a
goddess. She presents a superb character of an Indian woman.

Besides, we learn a lot of many other lessons from the story.
What kind of a lady is Guan Babu's wife? Had she impressed you? Give examples in support of
your answer.
Gyan Babu's wife is the most important character in the story. She is an intelligent and firm lady. She
seems to be imperious at first but her look completely fails to give her true impression. She is flint
outside, gold inside. She is affectionate, generous and polite. She seems to be rough and commanding
lady but she is full of compassion. She is brave and courageous too. She brings a lady home whose
husband is in jail for a petty offence of offering and serving sherbet and pan to the political agitators. She
does no consider her burden but respects her and provides her comfort. She is not even afraid of
detectives loitering around her house. She tells her husband to resign from his school as his principal was
forcing him to turn out the narrator from his house, but she was firm in her decision. She supports the
narrators without being worried about any consequences.
Yes, Gyan Babu's wife has really impressed me. She is a fearless and brave lady. There are many incidences
which shows the various parts of her personality. For example when she was bringing the narrator home,
she did not make her feel that she was a burden but she treated her as a younger sister. It shows her
affectionate and compassionate nature. When her husband was forced to turn out the narrator from his
house, she fearlessly refused and told her husband to resign. It shows her brave and courageous nature.
How did save Gyan Babu's job?
Gyan Babu and his wife had brought narrator to their home as her husband was in jail due to the offence
of serving pan and sherbet to the political agitators. Detectives were loitering around their house. Gyan
babu was a teacher and his school principal told him to turn out the narrator from his house as he got
commands from the police commissioner. He ordered the principal to question him. When Gyan Babu
told this incident to his wife , she refused to consider the principal's talks and told her husband to give
resignation from his job. She was angry that her husband wanted to have some time to decide. The very
next day, Gyan Babu went to the school with his resignation. When he returned that evening with a look
of victory in his face, he told his wife that he handed his resignation to the principal that made him come
to his senses. He went to the police commissioner and discussed something, came back to Gyan Babu
and asked him some questions and then gave his resignation. Thus the job of Gyan Babu was saved.

Short Answer Type Questions
Answer each of the following questions in about 30 words:

1.
Ans.

2.
Ans.

Who was gone into the jail?

The narrator's husband was gone into the jail in the offence of serving pan and sherbet to the political
agitators. For such a trivial offence he was given a year's hard labour but he was still calm, confident and
radiant.

What were the political agitators fighting for?

The English were ruling India at that time. India was not free. The political agitators were fighting for
freedom of India against the British rule.
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Ans.

. How did the wife react to her husband's imprisonment?
Ans.

She was proud of her husband's deeds. He was a brave man helping the freedom fighters. She was inspired
by him. She also considered the judgement as mockery of justice. She had contempt for the court.

. What disturbed Gyan Babu once in the story 'A special Experience'? How did he face the

situation?

Gyan Babu was a teacher. His school principal told him to turn out the narrator from his house. This
disturbed Gyan Babu. He faced this situation by resigning from his job, but the principal gave him back
his, resignation letters.

. Why did Gyan Babu's wife tell him to putin the resignation?
Ans.

Gyan Babu's wife told him to resign because the Principal had told him to turn the lady out of his house.
She would not let her go in any way.

. How did the resignation of Gyan Babu affect the Principal?
Ans.

The resignation of Gyan Babu brought the Principal to his senses. He went straight to the police
commissioner and discussed things with him.

. "Ifthere ever was a goddess, she is one." Who said this and why?
Ans.

It is said by the author of the story through the mouth of arrested political agitator's wife about Gyan
Babu's wife. Because she came forward to help the agitator's wife.

. What did Gyan Babu's wife tell him to do the next day?
Ans.

Gyan Babu's wife told him to tell the principal that he would not let that lady (the narrator) go from his
house. He was prepared to resign or it.

. How did the father and father-in-law of the narrator respond to her telegrams? And why?
Ans.

The father and father-in-law, both were concerned about their respective jobs and pensions. They both
were furious over narrator and her husband. They expressed their disappointment with them and refused
to help her. There were their responses to the narrator's telegrams.

Appreciating the story

Choose the most suitable option.

1.

2.

When did the incident took place?

(a) after 1947 (b) before 1947

(c) in1857 (d) in 1947.

The wife celebrated her husband's going to jail because:

(a) shedidnotlove him (b) shewas happy

(c) shewas proud of his sacrifice (d) she was mad with sorrow.
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POETRY

1 Character of a Happy Life
—Sir Henry Wotton
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EXERCISE

1. Explain the following stanza with reference to the context.
(i) How happyis he born or taught
That serveth not another's will;
Whose armour is his honest thought,
And simple truth his utmost skill!

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been quoted from the poem 'Character of a Happy life'
composed by Sir Henry Wotton. In the present stanza, the poet tells us about the secret of a happy life.
He says that some of the essential qualities of a happy man are freedom, honesty and truth.

Explanation: The man who does not have to act as others wish is very happy. His life is virtuous with no
ill-will for anybody. He therefore, needs no protection. Truth is his only talent. He needs no other talent.
This is the gift of God which helps him to lead a happy and honourable life.
(i) Whose passions not his masters are,
Whose soul is still prepared for death;
Untied unto the world with care
Of princely love or vulgar breath;

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been quoted from the poem 'Character of the Happy life'
composed by Sir Henry Wotton. Continuing his description of a happy man, the poet points out some
qualities essential for a happy life. A happy person has self-control. He is not interested in worldly things.
Explanation: Anger or love do not control his actions. He may be angry, or he may be in love but he
always behaves calmly as usual. His temper is balanced. Death has no fear for him. He is always ready to
embrace it. He is not attached to the world. He does not pay any heed to love from great men or to the
criticism that common people express about him. These and other common feelings do not touch him at
all. The life of such a man is sure to be happy.

(iii) Who hath his life from rumours freed,
Whose conscience is his strong retreat;
Whose state can neither flatters feed,
Nor ruin make oppressors great;

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been quoted from the poem 'Character of the Happy life'

composed by Sir Henry Wotton. The poet points out some qualities which are essential for a happy life.
He is so strong that nothing can touch him.
Explanation: The happy man is above false rumours. He is not influenced by them. If he has to face a
position of danger or difficulty he is protected and guided by his conscience. His mind is always
balanced. False flattery does not fill him with vanity and when he is ruined he is not so sad that his
enemies may feel victorious.

(iv) Who envies none whom chance doth raise
Nor vice; who never understood
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How deepest wounds are given with praise;
Nor rules of state, but rules of good;

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been quoted from the poem 'Character of the Happy life'
composed by Sir Henry Wotton. In this stanza, the poet tells us that the happy man is free from envy and
praise. He follows the rules of good conduct.

Explanation: A man who wants to lead a happy life has these qualities in him. He does not feel any ill
will for those who have become great by chance or by dishonest means. He does not know that much
harm can be done to a person by praising him. He never does it. He does not recognize any other rules
of government except the rules of goodness.
(v) Who God doth late and early pray

More of his grace than gifts to lend;

Who entertains the harmless day

With a well-chosen book or friend;

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been quoted from the poem 'Character of the Happy life'
composed by Sir Henry Wotton. In this stanza the poet describes the piety of the happy man. He is
always praying to God. He passes his time in harmless amusement.

Explanation: For a happy life it is necessary that we all should be godly. The man who wants to lead a
happy life should pray to God everyday in the morning as well as in the night. He should do so in the hope
of obtaining God's mercy and not for any other advantage. His amusement should be pure. He should do
no harm for any other advantage. His amusement should be pure. He should do no harm to anyone and
should pass his day cheerfully in the company of a good book or friend.
(vi) This manis free from servile bands

Ofhope torise, or fear to fall;

Lord of himself, though not oflands;

And having nothing, he hath all.

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been quoted from the poem 'Character of the Happy life'
composed by Sir Henry Wotton. The poet finally points out the necessity of freedom from all
temptation and fear. Nothing can bind the happy man. His self-control is his greatest wealth.
Explanation: This life is full of hopes and fears. The man who wishes to lead a happy life should avoid
both. He should not work like a slave in the hope of successful achievements. He should not fear to face
failure. These things should no disturb him. He should be master of himself although he has no worldly
possessions. Though poor he will be rich in heart. He will have self-respect and his outlook will be
independent.

2. Write the central idea of the poem 'Character of a Happy life'.

Ans. Inthe poem 'Character of a Happy Life' by Sir Henry Wotton, we learn that worldly possessions and
worldly success are not necessary for a happy life. If a man wants to lead a happy life, he should avoid all
temptations and fears. He should be pious and should have self-respect and self-possession. Common
vices such as jealousy and flattery should not touch him.

9) The True Beauty

—Thomas Carew
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EXERCISE

1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context:
(i) Hethatloves arosy cheek
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Ans.

Ans.

Or a coral lip admires,

Or from star-like eyes doth seek

Fuel to maintain his fires;

As old Time makes these decay,

So his flames must waste away.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'The True Beauty' composed by
Thomas Carew. The poet tells us that love based on physical beauty is not permanent. It comes to an end
when beauty dies.
Explanation: The poet awares us that physical beauty is not permanent. A woman may have physical
charms. Her cheeks may be rosy, her lips may have the faint red colour like that of a coral and her eyes
may be as bright and beautiful as stars. These things will induce a person to love her. But his love will
soon decay when her beauty is gone at the arrival of old age.
Comment: These lines have Metaphor, Simile and Personification. Time has been personified.

(ii) Butasmooth and steadfast mind,

Gentle thoughts, and calm desires,

Hearts with equal love combined,

Kindle never-dying fires:

Where these are not, I despise

Lovely cheeks or lips or eyes.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'The True Beauty' composed by
Thomas Carew. The poet says that beauty of mind and heart is higher than physical beauty and is
everlasting. Beauty without these qualities is worthless.
Explanation: The poet finally tells that beauty of mind and heart is greater and lasting than physical
beauty. The poet has already told us about a woman with physical charms. Now he tells us about a
woman who has better qualities. A noble woman's mind is healthy and stable. She never thinks of fierce
things. Her desires are free from all harm. They are simple and pure. She loves equally to all human
beings. The love that a man feels for her will be true and permanent. A woman who does not have these
virtues is hateful even if she is beautiful.

. Write the centralidea of the poem 'The True Beauty'.
Ans.

In the poem 'The True Beauty' the poet Thomas Carew says that the beautiful lips, cheeks, and eyes make
a women more beautiful. But these things are mortal. They decay with the passage of time. On the
contrary, love based on good qualities of character and mutual affection is permanent. Beauty of
character is true beauty.

3 On His Blindness

—John Milton
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1.

EXERCISE

Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context:
(i) When I consider how my light is spent

Ere half my days, in this dark world and wide,

And that one talent, which is death to hide,

Lodged with me useless, though my soul more bent
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Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the sonnet 'On His Blindness' composed
by John Milton. In these lines Milton says that he was very much anxious to serve God with his poetic
powers. But he could not do so because he became blind in the middle of his age. The world became dark
for him.

Explanation: Milton says that God had given him the power of writing poetry. He wished to serve God
with this power. He hoped that when he went before God he would show him what he had done with the
talent that God had given him. He was afraid that if he did nothing, God would rebuke him for his
carelessness. But he became blind before he had passed half of his life. The world became very large and
dark for him. That talent remained unused with him. It would be lost when he died.
(ii) Toserve therewith my Maker, and present

My true account, least he, returning, chide

Doth God exact day-labour, light denied?

I fondly ask: but patience, to prevent

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the sonnet 'On His Blindness' composed
by John Milton. The poet has become unable to make the best use of his poetic talent by composing
poems. Milton shows that willingness and desire to serve God is as good as real service.

Explanation: Milton wanted to serve God. But he became blind. He could not serve God. He said to
himself: Will God expect me to work which can be done in daylight, when He has taken away my
eyesight? He feels that the question is foolish. Patience consoles him so that he may not complain.
Patience tells him that God does not need the work of man. He does not wish that man should repay Him
for the talents that He gave to man. The punishment given to man by God is not hard. Those who do not
complain of hardship and suffer silently do the best service to God.
(iii) That murmur, soon replies, 'God doth not need

Either man's work, or is own gifts, who best

Bear His mild yoke, they serve him best; his stale

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the sonnet 'On His Blindness'
composed by John Milton. Here the poet says that those who do not complain of hardships and suffer
silently do the best service to God.

Explanation: Here poet feels that patience consoles him so that he may not complain. Patience tells him
that God does not need the human labour. He, the God does not desire that man should repay Him for the
talents that He gave to man. The punishment is not harsh that is given by God to man. According to the
poet those who do not complain of sufferings and hardships in their life do the best service to God.
(iv) Iskingly. Thousands at his bidding speed,
And posto'er land and ocean without rest:
They also serve who only stand and wait.'

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the sonnet 'On His Blindness' composed
by John Milton. The poet has firm faith in God. Here Milton shows how willingness and readiness to
carry out God's commands is as good as real service. This idea at last consoles him. He no more fears that
God will be angry with him. He expresses the beliefin these lines.

Explanation: Patience says to Milton that God does not need work done by anybody. Man should not
complain. Patience then advises him further. God is like a king. He has a very large number of servants.
When He commands something thousands of fairies and angels run on land and the sea. They do not stop
before they have carried out His command. They, who are ready but get no chance are also. His good
servants. God recognises them too. He feels that everyone, who is ready to carry out His command has
really served Him.

Comment: This sonnet shows how pious Milton was.

2. Write the central idea of the poem 'On His Blindness'.

Ans. This sonnet contains the noble idea of the greatest faith in God. God does not need man's work. He does
not need. His own gifts. He recognises, as His true servants, even those who are willing to work.
Willingness and the desire to serve God is the most important thing. It is as good as real service. Persons
who want to serve God but cannot serve Him because of some difficulty, should not worry. God will
accept them like those who did real service.
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From 'An Elegy Written in a

Country Churchyard'

—Thomas Gray
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EXERCISE

1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context:
(i) The curfew tolls the knell of parting day,
Thelowing herd wind slowly o'er the lea,
The ploughman homeward plods his weary way,
And leaves the world to darkness, and to me.

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'An Elegy Written in a Country
Churchyard' composed by Thomas Gray. The poet standing in a Churchyard of a small village,
describes the coming of the evening. He gives a vivid description of everything that takes place.
Explanation: The evening bell is ringing in the Church. It shows that day has ended. The cattle are
coming home slowly. They are walking on the meadow in a zig-zag way. The farmer who had been
ploughing his field is weary and tired. He walks with heavy steps towards home. He will soon reach
home where he will forget the world. There will be darkness in the world. The poet will be left alone in
the darkness. He will think of the world.

Comment: There is Transferred epithet in 'weary way'. The way is not tired. "The curfew tolls the knell
of parting day'is the fine example of Onomatopoeia.
(ii) Beneath those rugged elms, that yew-tree's shade
Where heaves the turfin many a mouldering heap,
Each in his narrow cell for ever laid,
The rude forefathers of the hamlet sleep.

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'An Elegy Written in a Country
Churchyard' composed by Thomas Gray. In these lines the poet describes how poor and neglected
people are lying buried in the most ordinary graves. They were simple and their graves are also simple.
Explanation: There are some rough trees before him. There are some evergreen trees too. There are
small graves under those trees. These graves are decaying. At many places the surface of the graves is
uneven and loose. These are the graves of the simple and illiterate ancestors of the people living in the
small village. They are buried forever.

(iii) Thebreezy call of incense-breathing morn,
The swallow twittering from the straw-built shed,
The cock's shrill clarion, or the echoing horn,
No more shall rouse them from their lowly bed.

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'An Elegy Written in a Country

Churchyard' composed by Thomas Gray. Here the poet says how the people in the graves are now
beyond all worldly attractions and excitements. Now they will not be awakened by the things that are
used to awaken them in the morning.
Explanation: The morning is full of the fragrance of flowers. The cool pleasant wind of the morning
attracts people of stir. In the small nests built of straw there are swallows. The chirping of the swallows is
very agreeable. The cock makes a loud shrill call in the morning to rouse people. The hunters go out to
hunt. They blow their horns. The echo of the horns spreads everywhere. All these things usually wake up
the people. But now all the material for awakening, as they are sleeping a permanent sleep not to awake
anymore.

U.P. Series 100 English-12



(iv) Letnot Ambition mock their useful toil,
Their homely joys, and destiny obscure;
Nor Grandeur hear with a disdainful smile
The short and simple annals of the poor.

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'An Elegy Written in a Country
Churchyard' composed by Thomas Gray. The poet says that we should not look down upon the work
and the lives of the poor people. Ambitious and great persons should pay proper respect to them.
Explanation: These poor people laboured hard. They did things which are necessary for man. Their
enjoyment was simple. They did what fate allowed them to do. But their actions were not famous.
Ambitious persons should not make fun of them. When great people hear the simple life records of these
village rustics, they should not smile with contempt.

(v) Theboastof heraldry, the pomp of power,
And all thatbeauty, all that wealth every gave
Awaits alike th' inevitable hour:

The paths of glory lead but to the grave.

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'An Elegy Written in a Country
Churchyard' composed by Thomas Gray. The poet expresses his views that nothing is everlasting.
The poet says why great persons should not look down upon the life and work of the poor. They should
be mindful that death is the end of all and they too are subject to death.

Explanation: Some people are proud of their long decent. Powerful persons are surrounded by outward
show. Beautiful persons and wealthy persons gain much praise and honour. But none of them can escape
death. Death is sure to come to everyone. All have to wait for that moment. One may get high fame and
honour for his actions but in the end one must die. So the end of everyone is the same. So the great and
arrogant men should not look down upon the simple and unknown life of the poor.

2. Write the central idea of the poem from 'An Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard'.

Ans. Inthe present poem,'An Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard' the poet Thomas Gray says that death is
the unavoidable end of everyone. The poor people of the small village are lying in their graves. They did
useful work. They had their own simple enjoyments. Great and ambitious men should not look down
upon them. They too will die one day and be buried death is the end of all greatness, beauty and wealth.

5 A Lament
—P.B. Shelley
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EXERCISE

1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context:

(i) Oworld! Olife! O time!
On whose last steps I climb,
Trembling at that where I had stood before;
When will return the glory of your prime?
No more-Oh, never more!

Ans. Reference to the context: This stanzas has been taken the poem 'A Lament' composed by romantic
poet P. B. Shelley.
Explanation: There was a time when the world was full of attraction. But that time has passed away and
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Ans.

the life is not the same for the poet. He feels death approaching him slowly and slowly. And this is the
reason when he is climbing towards last steps of the life. He remembers the time when he used to stand
firmly by the side of world, but today his legs are trembling like an old person. The peak time of our
youth may or may not return. Definitely the excellent time which is gone will never come back.
(ii) Outofthe day and night
A joy has taken flight:
Fresh spring, and summer, and winter hoar
Move my faint heart with grief, but with delight
No more-Oh, never more!
Reference to the context: This stanzas has been taken from the poem 'A Lament' composed by romantic
poet P. B. Shelley. Here the poet is feeling very sad and is unable to enjoy the beauties of Nature.
Explanation: The Nature has gifted us many beautiful and lovely things. All the days are full of various
joys and happiness. There is blooming spring, there is sunny summer and a foggy winter. These all are
pleasing seasons. But when a person like the poet is in a melancholy mood none of these seasons give
him delight. The time of ecstasy has gone far away. So no natural beauty can give enjoyment to the poet
atthe juncture of this time.

. Write the central idea of the poem 'A Lament'.
Ans.

The poem depicts the personal feeling of the poet. He feels disappointment and failure in his life. He
feels that death is approaching him softly and gradually. He is the lover of Nature, but now all is fainting
away, as he is feeling old and the world seems all troublesome.

La Belle Dame Sans Merci
—John Keats
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1.

Ans.

Ans.

EXERCISE

Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context:
(i) O,whatcan ail thee, kinght-at-arms,
Alone and palely loitering?
The sedge has wither'd from the lake,
And no birds sing.
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci'
composed by John Keats. The poet asks the knight why he is roaming about is such a bad weather. There
isno attraction of any kind left for a person to walk about at that place.
Explanation: The winter season is very sharp. 'The small plants growing in wet places have dried up.
The birds have flown away to warmer climates. This is not the proper time for one to roam about, but the
knight is roaming alone. His face is pale. The poet feels that something is troubling the knight. He asks
him what is troubling him.
(ii) O, what can ail thee, knight-at-arms,
So haggard and so woe-begone?
The squirrel granary is full,
And the harvest's done,
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci'
composed by John Keats. In these lines the poet asks the knight why he is roaming about in such a bad
weather. There is no attraction of any kind left for a person to walk about at the place.
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Explanation: The squirrel has filled its store with food for winter. Farmers have reaped and gathered
their harvest. Everyone is comfortable and at ease. It is very cold. There is no animal or human being
outside. The poet asks the knight why he is looking so tired and sad.
(iii) Iseealily on the brow,
With anguish moist and fever dew;
And on thy cheeks a fading rose
Fast withereth too.

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci'
composed by John Keats. In these lines the poet tells the knight how weak he looks. His face and cheeks
are white and bloodless.

Explanation: His forehead is white and bloodless like a white lily. There are drops of perspiration on his
face due to mental worry and excitement. The rosy colour of his cheeks is growing lighter and will soon
fade away completely.
Comment: The lily is used as a symbol for paleness. It is a metaphor.
(iv) Imet alady in the meads,
full beautiful—a faery's child;
Her hair was long, her foot was light,
And her eyes were wild.

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci'
composed by John Keats. The knight now replies. He tells the poet about the beauty and graceful
manners of the lady he met.

Explanation: The knight replied that he met a lady in the meadows. She was extremely beautiful. It
seemed that he was the daughter of a fairy. She had long hair. She walked in a graceful manner. Her eyes
were full of emotional excitement.
(v) Imadeagarland for her head,
And bracelets too, and fragrant zone;
Shelook'd at me as she did love,
And made sweet moan.

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci'
composed by John Keats. The knight now describes how they expressed their love for each other. He
describes his own action and the reactions of the lady.

Explanation: The knight says that he prepared some ornaments with flowers for that lady. He made a
wreath of flowers for her head. He made ornaments for her arms. He made a sweet smelling belt for her.
He offered them to her. She looked at him with loving eyes. She sang sweetly. He showed his love with
flowers. She showed her love with the sweet sound of love.
(vi) Isether onmy pacing steed,

And nothing else saw all day long;

For sidelong would she bend, and sing

Afaery's song.

Ans. Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Mereci'
composed by John Keats. The knight now describes how they went about on horseback. The lady
showed her happiness and love and he went on watching her.

Explanation: Then the knight lifted her up and placed her on his horse which was galloping. All day he
gazed at her beauty only. He saw nothing else because she turned her face to one side, looked at him and
sang a strange song which was as sweet as a fairy's.
(vii) She found me roots of relish sweet,
And honey wild, and manna dew,
And sure in language strange she said-
'Ilove thee true'.

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci'
composed by John Keats. The knight tells the poet how that lady entertained him. She brought
refreshments for him and spoke of her love for him.

Explanation: The knight and the lady were going on the horse. On the way the lady entertained him. She
searched out delicious roots and gave them to him. She gave him good natural honey from the forest. She
gave him the juice of manna food fit for the gods. She said something to him. He did not understand her
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language, but he felt certain that she had declared her true love for him.
(viii) She took me to her elfin grot,
And there she wept sighed full sore,
And there I shut her wild sad eyes
With kisses four.

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci'
composed by John Keats. The knight tells the poet how she again showed her love with weeping and
sight and how he assured the lady of his love for her with kisses.

Explanation: After she had entertained the knight and expressed her love for him, the lady took him to
her cave. The cave was very beautiful and comfortable. There she wept and sighed. He felt that she was
weeping because she feared that he would desert her. He was filled with deep love for her. He wanted to
assure her that he would never leave her. He kissed her several times and closed her eyes which were full
of emotional excitement.
(ix) And there she lulled me asleep

And thereI dream'd - ah! woe betide!

Thelatest dream I ever dream'd

On the cold hill side.

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci'
composed by John Keats. The knight now describes how she put him to sleep and what fearful dream
he saw.

Explanation: In her cave the lady lulled the knight to sleep. He says with great regret that in his sleep he
saw a very frightful dream. That was his last dream on the cold hillside. He did not dream after it because
he never slept thereafter.
(x) Isaw palekings and prices too,
Pale warriors, death-pale were they all;
They cried-'La Belle Dame Sans Merci
Hath thee in thrall!'

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci'
composed by John Keats. The knight describes his dream to the poet. He was warned by the persons
who had been a prey to this lady before him.

Explanation: In his dream the knight saw kings, princes and warrior. Their faces were white and
bloodless. They were pale like dead bodies. They cried out to him that the lady without mercy had made
him herslave. They knew it because the same thing had happened to them also.
(xi) Isaw theirstarved lips in the gloam,
With horrid warning gaped wide,
And I awoke and found me here,
On the cold hill's side.

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Mereci'
composed by John Keats. The knight describes the end of his dream. He was awakened by their
warning and found that the lady had deserted him.

Explanation: The light was dim. He saw that lips of these kings and warriors were dry. They had opened
them wide to give him the fearful warning that the merciless lady had made him her slave. The knight
woke up. When he had gone to sleep he was with the lady in her cave. But when he woke up found
himselflying on the side of the cold hill.
(xii) And thisis why I sojourn here

Alone and palely loitering,

Though the sedge has wither'd from the lake,

And no birds sing.

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Mereci'
composed by John Keats. These are the concluding lines of the poem. The knight very clearly speaks
about the reason for wandering about and alone.

Explanation: The knight said that this was the reason why he was staying on the cold hill side, alone and
weak although the winter had come and the sedge near the lake was dry and birds had migrated to
warmer places.
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2. Write the central idea of the poem 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci'.

Ans. The central idea of the ballad 'La Belle Dame Sans Merci' is the futility of romantic love resulting in utter
disappointment. It also hints at the cruelty of beautiful flirts. The lady had enslaved and destroyed kings,
princes and warriors and now she had ruined him. The cruelty of the beautiful lady and the unfulfilled
love of the knight are the chief points with which the poem deals.

7 From the Passing of Arthur

—Alfred Lord Tennyson
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EXERCISE

1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context:
(i) Andslowly answer'd Arthur from the barge:
"The old order changeth, yielding place to new,
And God fulfils Himself in many ways,
Lestone good custom should corrupt the world.

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem '"The Passing of Arthur' composed
by Alfred Lord Tennyson. When departing form Sir Bedivere, King Arthur consoles him. He says that
change isthe rule of the world. Without change the world would become immoral and impure.
Explanation: Sir Bedivere placed the wounded King Arthur in the barge. He then cried in sorrow that he
was lost. The old times were dead. At this king spoke to him. He was wounded. He spoke slowly. He told
Sir Bedivere that he should not repent and grieve for the things of their days. Old system always changes.
It makes room for the new system. One system should not continue forever. Even ifit is good it becomes
useless when it is very old. It may make the world impure and immoral. So God does not stick to one
way. He does what He wills in various ways.

(ii) Comfort thyself: what comfortis in me?
I'havelived my life, and that which T have done
May He within Himself make pure! but thou,
If thou shouldst never see my face again,

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem 'The Passing of Arthur'
composed by Alfred Lord Tennyson. King Arthur tries to console Sir Bedivere. He says that he is now
unable to do anything of importance.

Explanation: King Arthur says to Sir Bedivere that he should console his own heart. He could not give
him any consolation. His life is over. He wishes that God may accept his deeds. They will then become
pure. Perhaps he will not return. Sir Bedivere will never see him again.
(iii) Pray for my soul, More things are wrought by prayer
Than this world dreams of. Wherefore, let thy voice
Rise like a fountain for me night and day.

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem 'The Passing of Arthur'

composed by Alfred Lord Tennyson. At the time of his final departure King Arthur asks Sir Bedivere to
pray for him because prayer is very powerful.
Explanation: King Arthur is mortally wounded. He is going in a barge to some unknown place. Sir
Bedivere is sorry at the parting. The king requests Sir Bedivere to pray for his soul. Prayer has great
power. It can do many miraculous things. The people of the world cannot even think of those things. So
he should pray to God for King Arthur. He should pray continuously, loudly and with great zeal.
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(iv) Forwhat are men better than sheep or goats
That nourish a blind life within the brain,
If, knowing God, they lift not hands of prayer
Both for themselves and those who call them friend?
For so the whole round earth is every way
Bound by gold chains about the feet of God.
But now farewell."

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem 'The Passing of Arthur'
composed by Alfred Lord Tennyson. King Arthur tells sir Bedivere that prayer has great importance
for man in every way. Men should pray to God for themselves and for their friends. Prayer is the link
between men and God.

Explanation: King Arthur is going away in the barge. He says to Sir Bedivere that he should pray to God
for his soul. He also explains to him why he should pray. Animals like sheep and goats do not know what
they do. They have no intelligence. They are guided by instinct. Men know God so they are better than
sheep and goats. If they do not pray to God for themselves and their friends, they are just like those
animals. They are not better. Prayer is very important. It is the only link between God and man. Prayer in
the valuable bond which brings man under the protection of God.

2. Write the central idea of the poem 'From the passing of Arthur'.

Ans. Thepoem 'The Passing of Arthur' is full of Lord Tennyson's firm faith in God and prayer. The greatness of
God isthe mainidea from the beginning to the end. God is the supreme master. He fulfuils Himselfin many
ways. Men are better than animals only because they know God and pray to Him. Prayer is very important
whichishighly powerful. It links the world to the feet of God. It secures for men the protection of God.

g My Heaven
—Rabindranath Tagore
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EXERCISE

1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context:
(i) Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high;
Where knowledge free;
Where the world has not been broken up into fragments
by narrow domestic walls;
Where words come out from the depth of truth;

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem 'My Heaven' composed by
Rabindranath Tagore. Here the poet tells us about some of the qualities that he wishes his countrymen
to possess.

Explanation: The poet wishes that his countrymen should have some peculiar good qualities in them.
They should be fearless. They should not feel ashamed or afraid of anything and should have self-respect
and pride. The wise men should give knowledge without any consideration of money or caste. It should
be given to everyone. The people should not have narrow-minded patriotism. The whole world should
be considered everybody's home. It should not be divided into countries or regions. People should not
say things for show or to please others. They should say what they feel to be absolutely true.
(ii) Where tireless striving stretches its arms towards perfection;
Where the clear stream of reason has notlost its way
into the dreary desert sand of dead habit;
Where the mind is led forward by Three into ever widening
thought and action
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Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my country awake.

Ans. Reference to the context: These line have been taken from the poem "My Heaven' composed by
Rabindranath Tagore. Here he tells us about some more good qualities which will make his country a
heaven.

Explanation: There are people who make efforts for progress. They go on making efforts until they are
perfect. He wants the people of his country to have these qualities. He wants that men should possess the
power to understand and form their own opinion. Their reason should not be destroyed by the force of
old and useless customs. He prays to God to inspire his countrymen to think broadly and act freely. They
should be sincere and progressive. If his countrymen have all these virtues in them they will find that
they have real freedom and their country is as happy a place as heaven.

2. Write the centralidea of the poem 'My Heaven'.

Ans. The central idea of the poem 'My Heaven' by Rabindranath Tagore is the desire for ideal perfection in the
motherland. The poet wants real and spiritual freedom. He wants his countrymen to be fearless, self-
respecting and free from narrow loyalties. Men should be perfectly reasonable and should always strive
for perfection. His country will then be a heaven in itself.

Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening
—Robert Frost

Pfddr &I fgedl TRl

e I R Wad wiadl ‘Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening' <1 i o1e 778 € T 8 shfaar ool &
foTT g € o 3177 hied o SR &1 WIe {1 S 9= fEU STE ST T 1 =1feu) it &1 faig &
ool R fepal ST =few) SR Gy o SMehtsh §1 g WMo g3al o Tel o 3T ol SIfeu) T §H 317 X
ST SR FT R TiIg H STRTH i i SRR ST i T Y 70 FHieA T UTei T FNfeT S ST 1
frafe I T8 ¥ T AMfen

EXERCISE

1. Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context:
(i) Whose woods these are I think, I know,
His house is in the village though;
He will not see me stopping here
To watch his woods fill up with snow.

Ans. Reference to the context: This stanza has been taken from the poem 'Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening' composed by Robert Frost. This poem is a record of the poet's close observation of nature. He
sees its sights and sounds. This is a symbolic poem.

Explanation: The traveller thinks he knows the holder of these lovely forests. Being a practical man of
the world, the owner of those woods choose to live in the village, in human society, away from the wild
woodlands. He will not see the traveller stopping hero to observe carefully the snow which was failing at
the moment, for a length of time.
(ii) My little horse must think it queer
To stop without a farmhouse near
Between the woods and frozen lake
The darkest evening of the year.

Ans. Reference to the context: This stanza has been taken from the poem 'Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening' composed by Robert Frost. The traveller stops near a woodland. It was a very dark evening.
The snow was falling at the moment. He stops to admire the beauty of the snowfall over the woodlands.
Explanation: It appears strange and unusual to his sad horse that his master stops there. He expects him
to stop near a farm-house. But he stops between the woods and the lake which is covered with ice. Itis a
cold winter evening. It is perhaps the darkest evening of the year. The traveller was travelling on the
Christmas eve.
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(iii) He gives his harness bells a shake
To ask if there is some mistake.
To only other sound is the sweep,
Of easy wind and downy flake.

Ans. Reference to the context: This stanza has been taken from the poem 'Stopping by Woods on a Snowy

Ans.

Evening' composed by Robert Frost. The traveller says that his little horse may feel strange and
unusual that his master stops there. He expects him to stop near a farm-house and not here beside the
forest in the dark evening.
Explanation: The horse deliberately shakes its bells to produce a tinkling sound so as to draw the
attention of its master. The horse meant it to be a query. He wishes to find out whether his master has
stopped there by mistake. To his animal mind, who is habitual of stopping at farm house, there seems to
be no sense in stopping by the woods. The atmosphere is calm and quiet. Besides the tinkling sound of
the bells, there is slight sound of the wind blowing with ease and that of the flakes of snow which are
falling lightly like feathers.
(iv) The woods arelovely, dark and deep,

ButIhave promises to keep,

And miles to go before I sleep,

And miles to go before I sleep.
Reference to the context: This line have been taken from the poem 'Stopping by Woods on a Snowy
Evening' composed by Robert Frost. The horse makes a query. He shakes his bells to draw the attention
of his master if he has stopped there by mistake. The horse is accustomed to stop near the farmhouse but
he now stops beside the woods.
Explanation: The traveller says that the forest appears lovely to look at. It is however, a dense forest,
and so itis 'dark and 'deep'. He likes to stay there to admire the beautiful scene. But he is conscious of his
duty to the work-a-day world.
He hurries on. He knows fully well that he has yet to cover a long distance before he could reach home
and enjoy his sleep.
Comment: The last stanza of this poem has moved Pandit Nehru profoundly. On the morning of his
death it was found scribbled on his writing desk.

. Write the central idea of the poem 'Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening'.
Ans.

The central idea of the poem 'Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening' composed by Robert Frost is that
this poem is a call to duty and responsibility for everybody that promised must be kept. Obligations are
to be fulfilled at all costs. The world is lovely and charming. We should enjoy the beautiful scenes and
sights of nature. But we should do our duty and perform our responsibilities fully before we go home and
earn the right to sleep and rest.

10 The Song of the Free

—Swami Vivekanand
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1.

EXERCISE

Explain the following stanzas with reference to the context:

Stanza1l. The wounded snake its hood unfurls,

The flame stirred up doth blaze,
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The desert air resounds the calls:
Ofheart-strucklion's rage:

Stanza2. The cloud puts forth its deluge strength

Ans.

Ans.

A.

When lightning cleaves its breast,

When the soul s stirred to its inmost depth

Great ones unfold their best!
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'The Song of the Free' composed
by Swami Vivekanand. The saint-poet has great faith in the divine character of human soul. Man should
not leave his right path shaken by suffering and failures. Every man has latent force i.e. divine force.
Explanation: The saint -poet says that the snake shows its hood only when it is hurt. If we blow up a
flame, it will burn brightly. When the lion is struck by the hunter's arrow or bullet, its angry roars can be
head in the whole forest. The saint-poet says that when lighting splits the breast of the cloud, It pours
heavy fall of rain. It brings about great flood. When the soul is moved to its deepest depth, the great men
reveal their best jewels hidden in them.
Comment: There is 'Personification' in this stanza. The 'cloud' in the line' and 'lighting in the line have
been personified.

(ii) Leteyesgrow dim and heart grow faint

And friendship fail and love betray.

Let fate its hundred horrors send

And clotted darkness block the way—

And nature wore an angry frown

To crush you out-still know my soul,

You are divine, march on and on

Nor right nor left, but to the goal!
Reference to the context: These lines have been taken from the poem 'The Song of the Free'
composed by Swami Vivekanand. When lightning splits the breast of the cloud, it brings about great
flood. When the soul is stirred very deeply, great men reveal the gems hidden in the depth. Physical,
mental and natural calamities and misfortunes may be fall upon us. But we must have firm faith in the
Almighty in all adverse circumstances.
Explanation: The saint poet says that we should believe in faith, the faith in the Almighty. Eyes may fail
to see clearly. Heart may become very weak. Friends may desert us. Our beloved wife may be disloyal to
us. Misfortune may send a number of great fears. Complete darkness may block our way. Ignorance may
check our progress and we are not able to proceed on the path of knowledge. In all circumstances we
should have faith in our divine soul.
Swami Vivekanand, says that any type of natural calamities may befall us. Nature itself may look at us
with angry frown. These things may crush us completely. The poet is not afraid of all these
circumstances. He addresses his soul and says that it is divine, it is a part of the great soul. It should
remain unshaken. It should not leave the right path. It should reach its goal. It should boldly march
forwards its aim.

. Write the central idea of the poem 'The Song of the Free.
Ans.

The central idea of the poem 'The Song of the Free' composed by the saint-poet Swami Vivekanand is his
faith in the divine character of human soul. The world is full of pain and misery, troubles and difficulties.
If we have faith in God, we need not be afraid of all these things. Our soul should reach towards its goal
which is great soul, God. As a matter of fact, the ups and downs of life give him an opportunity to show
his best calibre.

FIGURES OF SPEECH
EXERCISE
Indicate if the sentence is an example of a simile, metaphor or hyperbole:
Sentence Answer
1. Thepaperis as light as a feather. Simile
2. Theocean was araging bull. Metaphor
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Anapple aday keeps the doctor away.
The streetlight was my security guard.

The ship plows the sea.

Her eyes shone like stars in the night sky.

All the world's stage.

My little brother eats like a pig.

10. The tears flowed like ariver.

11. Mr. Smith drank his tea in oceans.

12.  Mom tore through my messy room looking for it.
13. The mayor's voice was a strong weapon.

14. The horse moved with lightning speed.

15. Jimisasstubbornasamule.

e Al

B. Choose the figure of speech used in the following lines:

1. The camelis the ship of the desert.

(i) Metaphor (i) Simile
2. Deathlaysitsicy hands on kings.
(1) Simile (i) Hyperbole

3. O Hamlet! Thou has cleft my heartin twain.
(i) Metaphor (i) Hyperbole

(i) Oxymoron (i) Hyperbole
5. Lifeis as tedious as a twice-told tale.

(i) Simile (i1)) Metaphor
6. Variety is the spice of life.
(1) Metaphor (i1) Simile

7. Pride goeth forth on horseback, grand and gay.

A gentle summer wind feels like a soft cotton sheet.

(iii) Oxymoron
(ii) Metaphor
(iii) Oxymoron
4. O death! Whereis thy sting? O gave! where is thy victory?

(ii) Metaphor
(iii) Hyperbole

(iii) Hyperbole

Hyperbole
Metaphor
Simile
Hyperbole
Simile
Metaphor
Simile
Simile
Hyperbole
Hyperbole
Hyperbole
Hyperbole
Simile

(iv) Hyperbole

(iv) Personification

(iv) Apostrophe

(iv) Apostrophe

(iv) Apostrophe

(iv) Apostrophe

(i) Personification (i) Hyperbole (iii) Apostrophe (iv) Metaphor

. OSolitude! where are thy charms that sages have seen in the face?

(i) Personification (i) Apostrophe (iii) Hyperbole (iv) Simile

. Hereis the smell of blood still; all the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand.

(1) Hyperbole (i1) Simile
10. Many are called, few are chosen:
(i) Oxymoron (i1) Metaphor
C. Point out the figures of speech in the following lines:
Sentence
O judgement! thou art fled to brutish beasts.
Opportunity knocks at the door but once.
O mighty Caesar! dost thou lie so low.
O world! Olife! O time!
On whose last steps I climb.
5. OlJulius Caesar! thou art mighty yet.
6. Oursweetest songs are those
That tell of a saddest thoughts.
7. Osweet Content! where is thy mild abode?
8. Oheavy lightness! Serious vanity.
9. Ocuckoo! shall I call thee bird.
10. Omylove's like red rose.
11. OSolitude! where are thy charms?
12. O Grave! Where is thy victory?
13. Orfromstar like eyes doth seek.
14. O Captain! My Captain! our fearful trip is done.
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(iii) Personification

(iii) Hyperbole

(iv) Metaphor

(iv) Personification

Answer
Apostrophe

Personification

Apostrophe

Apostrophe
Apostrophe

Oxymoron
Apostrophe
Apostrophe
Apostrophe
Simile
Apostrophe
Apostrophe
Simile
Apostrophe
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15. Her mother too, upon this occasion felt a pleasing distress.

16. Heis the star of the family.

17. Hehasaheartofstone.

18. Hethatlovesarosy cheek or coral lip admires.

19. Hopeis the poor man's bread.

20. Heisidly busy nowadays.

21. How farthat little candle throws his beams!
So shines a good deed in a naughty world.

22. Itdroppethas the gentle rain from heaven.

23. Iseealily onthy brow.

24. She floats like a laugh from the lips of a dream.

25. Sheisthe pillar of the state.

26. She falls like a tear from the eyes of a bride.

27. She skims like a bird on the foam of a stream.

28. Sheislovely like arose.

29. Thatsages have seen in thy face.

30. The more haste, the less speed.

31. Thecity's voiceitselfis softlike solitude's.

32. They build the nation's pillars deep and lift them to the sky.

33. This sea that bares her bosom to the moon.

34. Thisisanopensecret.

35. The camelis the ship of the desert.

36. Lifeisadream.

37. Loveisthespice oflife.

38. Lifeislikeadream.

39. Loveisblind.

40. Likeahuge python winding round and round.

41. Looklike innocent flower.

42. Milton! thou shouldst be living at this hour.

43. My loveislikearedrose.

44. My friend isregularly irregular.

45. Peace hathher victories no less renowned that war.
46. Pride goeth forth on horse back grand and gray,
But cometh back on foot and begs its way.

47. Rome, thou hast seen much better days.

48. Rivers ofblood flowed in the battle.

49. Revengeisakind of wild justice.

50. Sheweptoceans of tears.

51. Sheisas freshasdew.

52. Sheisafenof stagnant water.

53. Shehangs like a star in the dew of our song.

54. Solike ashattered column lay the king.

55. Butpatience to prevent, that murmur soon replies.

56. Cursesare like chickens they come home to roost.

57. Death lays hisicy hands even on kings.

58. Errors, like straws, upon the surface flow.

59. Exult, oshores! and ring o bells!

60. Expanding like the petals of young flowers
I'watch the gentle opening of your minds.

61. From star-like eyes doth seek
Fuel to maintain his fires.

62. Frailty! They name is woman.

63. Greatlord ofall things yeta prey to all.
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Oxymoron
Metaphor
Metaphor
Metaphor
Metaphor
Oxymoron

Apostrophe
Simile
Metaphor
Simile
Metaphor
Simile
Simile
Simile
Apostrophe
Oxymoron
Simile
Hyperbole
Personification
Oxymoron
Metaphor
Metaphor
Metaphor
Simile
Metaphor
Simile
Simile
Apostrophe
Simile
Oxymoron
Personification

Personification
Personification
Hyperbole
Metaphor
Hyperbole
Simile
Metaphor
Simile

Simile
Personification
Simile
Personification
Simile
Apostrophe

Simile
Simile

Apostrophe
Oxymoron

English—12



64.
65.
66.
67.
68.

He is now in the sunset of his days.

I chatter, chatter, as I flow to join the brimming river.
I hear lake water lapping.

I'heard the water lapping on the crag.

King James I was known as the wisest fool of Christendom.

69. Lifeisataletold by anidiot.
70. Lifeisastediousasatwice told tale.
71. Lightly! O lightly! We glide and we sing
We bear her along like a pearl on a string
72. Likeisbutawalking shadow.
73. Letnotambition mock their useful toil.
74. Lifeisbitter sweet.
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Metaphor
Onomatopoeia
Onomatopoeia
Onomatopoeia
Oxymoron
Metaphor
Simile

Simile

Simile
Personification
Oxymoron
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