Revision Notes
Chapter - 21

Diversity

Understanding Diversity

Mankind inherits a variety of things from mother nature. These include plants, trees,

flowers, birds, animals, rivers etc.

Diversity: The variety and range we see in things is termed as diversity.
In India diversity can be seen in many things like religion we follow, language we speak, the

food we eat, clothes we wear, race we belong to and many more things.

Social Groups:
(1) Human is social being and cannot fulfill all his needs on own. So, humans depend on each
other and social groups to fulfill these needs.

(ii) These various groups are family, community and nation.

Can Friends be Different:

(1) Nothing stops people from being friends with people of different backgrounds. One can be
friend with any person even if they belong to different social, religious and economic
background.

(ii) Right to Education (RTE) has made provision for poor family children to study in public

schools. This has helped to reduce economic inequality in education.

How Do we Explain Diversity:
(1) Man initially led a nomadic life.
(ii) In later times, men began to mingle with different people of the society.

(ii1) This led to emergence of diversity.

Diversity and Interdependence:

(1) Within a social group, diverse types of activities are performed depending on culture,
skills, interests and education.

(ii) To fulfill one’s needs people depend on others.

(iii) With the onset of globalization, the concept of interdependence between diverse areas

has got a boost.



Unity in Diversity:
(1) India is a land where unity and diversity run parallel to each other.
(ii) Indian is a place where people speak different languages, wear different attire, practice

different religions, eat different cuisines and inherit diverse culture, but yet live together
happily.
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Kashmir and Kerala:

(i) Kashmir is a beautiful place located in northern part of India. Kashmir is famous for its
scenic beauty, house boats and cultivation of fine qualities of saffron, apples and walnuts.
The famous cuisine includes wazwan and kahwah. People wear woollens due to cold climate.
Phiran is a popular attire along with headgear and scarfs. Kashmiri is widely spoken here.
People here follow the ethics of Islam and Buddhism. Eid, Lohri, Diwali are among the

festivals celebrated here.

(ii) Kerala is a beautiful place located in southern part of India. Kerala is famous for its scenic
beauty and cultivation spices like cloves and cinemon. The famous cuisine includes puttu
and appam. Men wear mundu and women wear saree. Malayalam is widely spoken here.

People here follow the ethics of Hinduism and Onam is the main festival celebrated here.



Diversity and Discrimination

Difference and Prejudice:

(i) Many religions are practised in India and more than over 1,600 languages are spoken.
(ii) Sometimes, we meet people with different ideas.

(iii) Differences in people exist on various grounds.

(iv) These differences lead to prejudice. Prejudice means to form an opinion without
realising actual facts. Ex People think Boys are good in sports (Fact: Girls are equally good
like P.V Sandu )

Creating Stereotype:

(i) As children grow up, boys and girls are taught to do certain types of tasks.
(ii) These are based on certain types of stereotype images. It means to fix people into one

particular image.
Inequality and Discrimination:

(1) Discrimination is when people act on their prejudices or stereotypes.

(ii) Discrimination can take place on several grounds.

(iii) A group of people may be seen inferior as they speak a different language, follow
another religion, have different customs and practices.

(iv) People may suffer discrimination on economic or social grounds. Tribals, some religious

groups and some regions are discriminated against others for several reasons.
On Being Discriminated Against:

(i) People are engaged in certain types of occupations. Certain kinds of jobs are more valued
than others.
(ii) Caste rules did not allow the so called untouchables to take on work of their choice in

spite



they were forced to serve the high class.
(iii) Dr Ambedkar suffered discrimination in school when he was only of nine years of age.
(iv) He emerged as the pioneer of rights of Dalits. He believed the Dalits must fight for their

rights and raise voice against caste system.
Striving for Equality:

(1) The struggle for freedom against British rule also strived for equality.

(ii) Dalits, women, tribals and peasants have fought for long against inequality.

(iii) The framers of the Indian Constitution aimed to overcome discrimination and inequality
of

the society.

(iv) People were granted freedom to follow their religion, speak their language, celebrate
their festivals and expose themselves freely.

(v) To guarantee equality, India became a secular state.
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