Lesson - 12

THE TALKING POTATO

A. WARMER
What would be your reaction if a flower started talking to
you? Will you be glad or sad?

€ Nowreadthisstory:

There was a farmer. He lived in a village. He had sown
potatoes in his field, But he hadn't taken time to weed and water
the potatoes. After two months he went to dig up the potatoes.

As he started digging, a voice said, "Why have you waited
so long to come to me? You have not watered or cared for me. Go
away and leave me alone!"

"Who's speaking?" The farmer asked looking around him.

"[t's a potato" answered the dog." And heis right, you know.
Youwerelazy."




The farmer was frightened. He could not believe his dog
was speaking. He decided to tie the dog with a vine. He cuta vine
sticking to a tree. "Hang me back on the tree," said the vine.

The farmer became pale with fear when he heard the vine
talking. He threw the vine on arock. "Get the vine away from me",
said the rock. The farmer was terribly afraid. He ran to the village
as fast as he could. He wanted to tell the Mukhiya what he had
heard.

Soon he came to a fisherman who was catching fish with a
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net. "Why are you running, farmer? Is any lion chasing your?"
asked the fisherman. "It is not that at all," explained the farmer.
"This morning a potato said : 'Leave me alone.' My dog said: 'He is
right.' When I cut a vine, the vine said: 'Hang me back on the tree.
I threw the vine on the rock and the rock said: 'Get the vine away
fromme.' Now [ am going to tell the Mukhiya whatIhaveheard."

"Can any potato talk?" said the fisherman. He could not
believe the story.

"You mustbejoking."
The fisherman's net spoke up: "Did the farmer get the vine
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away?" The fisherman was afraid. He dropped the net and ran to
the village with the farmer. Soon they came to a tailor who was
sewing a shirt.

"Why are you running, so fast? Is any tiger chasing you?”
asked the tailor.

*»

“Itis not that at all,” explained the farmer. “This morning a
potato said : 'Leave me alone.” My dog said: ‘He is right.” When 1
cut a vine, the vine said : ‘"Hang me back on the tree.” I threw the
vine on the rock and the rock said: ‘Get the vine away from me.’
“And then,” said the fisherman, “my net said, ‘Did the farmer get
the vineaway?’

“You must have been dreaming.” said the tailor. “You are
right,” said the tailor’s shirt. Now the tailor was afraid. He also
ran with the farmer and the fisherman.

They went to the Mukhiya. He was sitting in a chair.

“Speak,” said the Mukhiya. “ Mukhiya Ji, “said the farmer,
“ This morning a potato said : Leave me alone.” My dog said: ‘He
is right.” When I cut a vine ,the vine said : * Hang me back on the
tree.”I threw the vine on the rock and the rock said : * Get the vine
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away fromme.’

“And then ,” added the fisherman, “my net said, * Did the
farmer get the vine away?” “And my shirt said to me * You are
said the tailor.

1777

right.

“You fools!” said the Mukhiya angrily, “How dare you talk
such nonsense to me. Go back to your work or I'll punish you.” At
once all the three men ran back. “Imagine!” said the Mukhiya’s
chair. “ A potato that talks!”

Now what do you think the Mukhiya would have done?

GLOSSARY AND NOTES

to sow (g, plant

toweed IS AENEI remove or getrid of grass etc.

water : (areR), R=ng & irrigate

digup . (f&7 3mm), @ren break up and trun over or move
soil

cared : (@31), & v looked after

alone : (3reTsH), *TdelT lonely

lazy : (otoh), 3T unwilling to work

frightened : (Prgcss), SR full of fear, afraid
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pale : o (Oe), BT

vine : (@T8H), 3R DI ol
terriblly : (eRaeh), warH®

explain : (STAIEH), T HRAT FHSTH]
believe : ([9eha), fawars

joking  (Sfd), AeTTd

sewing : (Rrsg), Riefg

chase D (@A), 9 geT

dreaming  : (SI#w), woAT

dare D (SIIR), Rwra
imagine . (SAR), HgHT BHRAT

B. COMPREHENSION
B.1 ThinkandTell
B.1.1 Answer the following:
1. Whatdoesafarmer do?

lose in colour

plants which grow grapes

very badly, extremely

to make something clear or easy to
understand

feel that somebody is telling the
truth

to say something to make people
laugh

join pieces of cloth using a needly
and thread

run after

a series of pictures of events which
happen in our mind while we are
asleep

enough courage to do something.
to think that something is
probably true

2. Wheredid the farmerlive?

3. Wasthefarmerlazy? How?

4. Whatdid the vine say to the farmer?
5. Whosaid "A potato that talks!"?

B.2 Think and Write
B.2.1 True of False

Based on the story write 'true' or 'false' next to each

sentence given below:

(@) Thefarmerhad sown potatoesin his garden.
(b) The farmer became frightened when his dog spoke to

him?
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©)

The farmer wanted to tell the fisherman what he had
heard.

(d) The tailor was sewing a pant.

(e)

The Mukhiya believed what the three men told him.

B.2.2 Tick (v') theright option for each of the following:

1.

(@)
(b)
(©)

The farmer became pale with fear when he heard the
vine talking. What happened just after that?
Heranback home.

He wanted to tell the Mukhiya what he had heard.

He threw the vine on the rock and the rock said 'Get the
vineaway fromme.'

The fisherman dropped the net and ran to the village
with the farmer because

He became afraid after hearing the farmer's story.

The fisherman's net spoke up.

He was a ghost.

'"You fools!' said the Mukhiya angrily because

The Mukhiya did not believe the story of the farmer,
fisherman and the tailor.

They must have heard the potato, vine, rock, net and
the shirt speaking.

B.2.3 Answer each of the following in not more than 50 words:

(@)
(b)
©)
(

(e)

Why was the farmer frightened?
Why did the tailor run with the farmer?
Why was the Mukhiya angry?

d) Which six things spoke that frightened the farmer, the

fisherman, the tailor and the Mukhiya?
Why did the potato complain to the farmer?
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D.

(f) Whatwould have the Mukhiya done hearing the chair's

voice?
WORD POWER
Match the persons with the instruments they use:
farmer saw
fisherman awl
tailor net
cobbler sewing machine
carpenter sickle

Find out the words that have meanings opposite to the
following:

town wrong pick wish evening

GRAMMAR
Question Making

Example : "Why are you running, farmer? Is any lion chasing

you?" asked the fisherman.

You have noticed the words like 'who', 'why', 'what' and
'when'in your text.

They are called 'wh' words and are used to ask questions.
Some other 'wh'words are given below:

whose, whom, which, how, where

Now use the words given in the box to complete the

following dialogue:

What, When, Where, Why, Who, Which, How
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Soham as student of class VI of Delhi meets Pankaj
another student of Class of VIwhile travelling by train to Patna.

......................... is your name?

j: MynameisPankaj Kumar.

......................... class do you study?

j: Istudyinclass VI

......................... far is your school from home?

j: My schoolis1km.away from my house.

......................... areyou going?

j: Iam goingtoPatna.

......................... are you travelling with?

j: lamtravelling with my parents.

......................... is your hometown?

j: MyhometownisinPatna.

......................... will youreach Patna?

j: Iwillreach Patnaby 5.30 in the moring.

......................... else staysin Patna along with you?

j: My grand parents and uncles stay along with us.
: Nicetomeetyou.

E. LET'STALKANDWRITE
Discuss in your group how you will feel and behave if the
desk in your classroom started talking to you. Then write a
paragraphonit.

E.1 Discuss in pairs. What would you do if your book started
talking toyou?

E.2 '"Imagine!"said the Mukhiya's chair. "A potato that talks!"
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Now what do you think the Mukhiya would have done?
Imagine and write a few sentences on what the Mukhiya
would have done after his chair had started speaking.

TRANSLATION
Transtale the following into English:

a) JH 3ITST SR W T 3? Pal «1 M A Yo7 |

(
(b) I BT T b= 1 S AT |

(c) T G ¥ THR 3TTaTS H dlet AehdlT &2
(

(

d) M SR B § S o |
e) Pl A S fh GaRT A 3N | #-Y 91 AT |

LANGUAGE GAME

G.1 Hidden Sentence Game:

This is a very interesting game which you can play with your
partner. Write a sentence and hide it by adding an unwanted letter
at as many places as you like. For example, you write "I LOVE MY
INDIA." Now hide it by adding an unwanted letter D. The sentence
will now look like this:

"DIDLOVEDMYDINDIAD". Write a sentence, hide it, and ask
your partner to find out the word.
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