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Answer all the questions in NOT MORE THAN 200 WORDS each. Content of the
answers is more important than its length. All questions carry equal marks.

12.5X20=250

1.  The idea of Universal Basic income has gained appeal in recent months.
Enumerating the challenges in its implementation, discuss whether it can
be a potent tool to reduce leakages in the system and address inequality in

the economy.
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2. A peculiar combination of factors explain India’s poor export performance
in recent times. Comment. How can the Foreign Trade Policy (2015-20)
help in improving India's share in global trade?
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3.  What are Advance Pricing Agreements and how are they related to Base_
Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS)? Discuss their relevance for India.
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4.  What is meant by public debt? Highlight the objectives of public debt
management. Explain why it is considered prudent to disaggregate debt
management from monetary policy and take it out of the realm of central
bank.
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5. There is an urgent need for India to get infrastructure finam however,
the cyrrent investment model of PPPs is poorly designed and needs
regtructuring. Discuss the issues plaguing the success of PPPs with respect
to stalled projects, risk management, governance & institutional capacity.
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6. What are the reasons behind a low tax base in India? Discuss the isst es
associated with it and the stepg required to widen the 1ax base.
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7.  Even though the construction sector has significant multiplier effect on the
economy, in recent years, it has been showing signs of stress. What are the
causes for such a state of affairs? In_this context, also highlight the steps
taken by the government.
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8. The worsening road safety situation in India is further complicated by an
increasing population and proliferation of vehicles on the road. Discups
Also, highlight the steps that are E-éin_g taken by the government to address
the issue of road safety and reduce the associated fatalities. )
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9. Briefly highlight the parameters used by the government to determine the
extent of poverty in India. Examine the relationship of economic growth
and poverty alleviation in the post-reforms era.
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10. Explain why the government has adopted the HELP in place of the NELP
that_was existing for almost a decade. Also discuss how HELP has the
potential to transform India's E&P activities with special emphasis on non-
conventional sources of energy. =4
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11. Successive governments have resorted to disinvestment of sick and loss-

makmg PSUs. What, according to you, are the targets which the
government seek to meet from this exercise? Also explain why the

diginvestment targets have not been met in the pgst.
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12. What is hydroponics? Discuss its relevance in light of limited land
availability while ensuring food security.
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13. Itis argued by many that there is an urgent need for states to reform land
laws and, in particular, tenancy laws. What are the factors cited for the
need of such reforms? Identify the impediments in the way of such reforms
and highlight the benefits that would accrue from them.
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14. Discuss the potential of horticulture sector in realizing the government's

vision of doubiiﬂe farm income. Also,_highlight the challenges which are
needed to be addressed for realizing full potential of this sector.
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15. Not only does the yield (measured in tonnes/ha.) of a crop but a number of
othgr_factors determine the_choice of crops that a farmer cultivates.
Elaborate with special focus on cropping pattern in India.
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16. Discuss the significance of food processing industry in the economic
development m;m the challenges which need to be tackled
for sustained growth of the industry. Also elaborate on the the salient
features of National Mission on Food Processing.
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Fingncial support to farmers through various instruments has been a crucial
aspect of agricultural policy of the government. Examine whether the
proposal of moving towards direct transfer of benefits and universal crop

insur ould alleviate isti ns in the current scenario.
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18. Buffer stocking of food grains is seen as a vehicle to deliver strategic food
and agricultural domestic support policies, however, there is a growing
consensus that-the programme has been not just costly but also
imprudently wasteful. Critically evaluate.
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20. In spite of having the world's largest livestock population in India, the
potential of animal rearing remains underutilized. In this context, discuss
the challenges faced by the meat and poultry sector and suggest measures
for accelerated and sustained growth for this sector.
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