
 

 

2. Tripartite Struggle 

  During 8th  AD there  were  three  great  power in  India  namely  Palas  in  the  East,  the 

Gurjar-Pratihar in the North, and the Rastrakutas in the Deccan. 

 All three struggled for supremacy and their desire to possess Kannauj. 

For XAT , CMAT , SNAP , MAT , IIFT Exam



Dynasti

es 

Palas 

(750A.D to 

850 A.D) 

Rajputs Rastrakutas 

(755-973 

A.D) 

Politica

l 

Gopala 

(750-

70) 

 Small 

local 

rulers of 

the 

region 

appointe

d 

Gopala 

as the 

ruler. 

 He was 

the 

founder. 

 He 

ensured 

law and 

order in 

the 

region. 

 Argued, 

he 

brought 

whole of 

Bengal 

under 

this 

way. 

Dharma

pala 

(770-

810 a.d) 

 He 

made 

Bengal 

the 

most 

powerful 

state in 

North 

India. 

 Due to 

tough 

oppositi

on from 

Prathiar

as, 

failed to 

establis

h power 

in 

Aryavart

a. 

PRATHIHAR

AS 

 First 

ruled 

from 

Ujjain 

and later 

from 

Kannauj. 

Nagabhat

ta I 

 He led a 

confedera

cy, in 738 

CE, to 

defeat the 

Muslim 

Arabs. 

Mahipala 

I (912-44) 

 Kannauj 

was 

captured 

by 

Rastrakut

as for 

brief time 

during his 

reign.  

 Md 

Gazani, 

captured 

Kannauj 

in 1018 

during 

the reign 

of 

Rajapala.  

 Mihirabh

oja  

 Arab 

traveller 

named 

Suleiman 

visited 

during his 

reign. 

Rajyapala  

 In 1018 

Md 

Ghazni 

invaded 

Kanauj 

 At its 

Zenith, 

the 

Kingdom 

included 

whole 

Karnatak

a, some 

parts of 

neighbour

ing states. 

 The term 

is a 

combinati

on of 

“Rasthra” 

(country) 

and 

“Kutas” 

(chieftain

s). 

 Succeede

d Badami 

Chalukya

s in 

Deccan. 

Dantidur

ga (753-

56) 

 He was a 

feudatory 

of 

Badami’s. 

 Defeated 

King 

Kiritvar

man II of 

Badamis 

and 

establishe

d empire. 

 He 

maintaine

d cordial 

relations 

with 

Pallavas. 

Krishna I 

(756-73) 

 Powerful 

ruler of 

this 

dynasty. 

 Expanded 

the 

 Defeate

d by 

Vatsyar

aja of 

Prathiar

as. 

  As per 

Tibetan 

Historia

n 

Taranat

h, 

Empire 

extende

d from 

Bay of 

Bengal 

to north 

Delhi 

and to 

vindhya

s in the 

south. 

 As per 

Khalimp

ur 

inscripti

on of 

Dharma

pala, he 

summo

ned a 

Darbar 

at 

Kannauj

. 

 However

, he was 

defeated 

and 

overthro

wn from 

Kannauj 

by 

Nagabh

attaII, 

Prathiar

as King. 

 He took 

the title 

Paramb

hattara

ka 

Maharaj

adhiraja

. 

Devapal

a (810-

50A.D) 

and 

plundered 

it. 

CHANDELLA 

 They 

ruled 

Bundelkh

and 

region. 

 Had two 

capital – 

Mahoba 

and 

Khazurah

o 

 Yashovar

man 

made 

them 

independe

nt power. 

 Ruled 

between 

the 9th 

and early 

13th 

century. 

 Weakened 

by 

invasions 

by 

Muslim 

dynasties. 

PARAMARAS 

 They 

ruled over 

Malwa 

region, 

with 

Dhara as 

capital  

 The early 

rulers 

were 

vassals of 

Rasthrak

utas. 

 Siyaka, 

captured 

Manyakh

eta, 

capital of 

Rasthrak

utas. 

 Harsola 

cooper 

plate 

dynasty 

towards 

East, into 

delta 

region. 

 He is also 

culturally 

important 

for 

constructi

on of 

Kailasa 

temple of 

Ellora. 

Dhruva 

(780-93) 

 His reign 

was 

considere

d as 

Golden 

period. 

 Defeated 

Prathiara

s and 

Palas, 

started 

the 

tripartite 

struggle. 

 Successfu

lly moved 

against 

Pallavas 

of Kanchi. 

Amoghav

arsha 

(814-78) 

 Son of 

Govinda 

III, who 

defeated 

Dharmap

ala of 

Palas. 

 He was a 

scholar 

king. 

 He made 

Manyakh

eta as 

capital. 

 After him 

not so 

popular 

rulers 

followed. 

 There was 

a king 



 He 

conquer

ed 

Assam 

and 

Kalinga.  

 He 

defeated 

the 

Rasthra

kuta 

ruler, 

Amogha

varsha.  

 His 

empire 

extende

d from 

Kannauj 

in north 

to 

Vindhya

s in 

south 

and 

Assam 

to the 

east. 

 His 

fame 

reached 

South-

east 

Asia. 

 Balaput

radeva, 

Sumatr

an King 

asked 

him a 

grant of 

Five 

villages 

to 

Nalanda 

Universi

ty. 

 He was 

succeed

ed by 

weak 

rulers, 

who 

ruled 

upto 

mid-

tenth 

century. 

 Later, 

inscriptio

n in 

Gujarat is 

attested 

to Siyaka  

Paramara 

Bhoja 

 Important 

King of 

this 

dynasty. 

 Known for 

patron of 

arts, 

literature 

and 

sciences. 

SOLANKI 

DYNASTY  

 Ruled 
Gujarat 
for 300 

years with 
capital at 
Annihilwa
da. 

 Bhima I, 
in his 
reign Md 
Gajini in 

1025 CE 
invaded 

Somnath 

temple. 

 Kumarap

ala, in his 

court 

lived a 

popular 

jain 

scholar 

Hemacha

ndra. 

 Bhima II, 

in the 

Year 

1178, Md 

Ghori 

invaded 

Gujarat.  

CHAUHANDY

NASTY 

 Ajmer, as 

their 

capital. 

Prithviraj 

Chauhan  

Indra-III 

who 

captured 

Kannauj 

in 916 

C.E. 

Krishna 

III 

 In 949 

A.D, He 

fought 

Battle of 

Takkola

m. 

 He 

defeated 

Parantha

ka chola 

and took 

title 

“Tanjavur

konda”. 

 He 

erected 

victory 

pillar in 

Rameswa

ram.  

 Last ruler 

Karka 

was 

assassina

ted by 

Tailapa, 

founded 

Kalyani 

Chalukya

n 

dynasty. 

palas 

were 

occupie

d by a 

hill 

tribe 

Kamboj

as.  

Mahipal

a I 

 He 

revived 

pala 

empire. 

 He 

reoccupi

ed the 

region 

from 

Kamboj

as. 

 His 

empire 

extende

d from 

Varnasi 

and 

Mithila 

to East 

Bengal. 

 Rajendr

a chola 

I, chola 

king 

defeated 

Mahipal

a in 

1023 

A.D. 

 Then in 

mid 

elevent

h 

century 

empire 

was 

taken by 

the 

senas. 

 He fought 

two 

battles at 

Tarain/ 

Staneshw

ar. 

 In first 

battle in 

1191 he 

defeated 

Md Ghori. 

 In second 

battle 

1192 he 

was 

defeated 

and 

“Qutbudd

in Aibak” 

was 

appointed 

as 

governor. 

 Later 

Aibak 

establishe

d Delhi 

Sultanate

. 

Socio-

Religio

us  

 They 

were 

patrons 

of 

Mahaya

na and 

Vajraya

na 

Buddhis

 In India, 

Feudalis

m similar 

to 

western 

type is 

found in 

Rajput 

societies. 

 Society 

was 

divided 

into 

various 

castes 

and based 

on 

profession



m. 

 Dharma

pala 

built 

many 

universi

ties in 

Bihar. 

They 

were: 

1. Vikrams

hila 

Universi

ty. 

2. Oddanta

pura 

universi

ty. 

3. Sompur

a 

universi

ty. 

4. Jagadda

la 

universi

ty  

 Donated 

land for 

the 

mainten

ance of 

Nalanda 

universi

ty. 

 The 

Buddhis
t Poet 

Vajrada
tta, who 
wrote 

Lokesh
warasha
taka 
was in 
the 
court of 

Devapal
a.  

 The 

palas 

also 
support
ed Saiva 
ascetics. 

 Woman 

immolate

d 

themselve

s on 

burning 

pyre- 

‘johar’. 

 Female 

infanticid

e and 

early 

marriage 

of girls 

were 

practised. 

 It failed 

to absorb 

foreign 

elements. 

 Vaishnav

ism and 

Shaivism 

were 

patronise

d by the 

rulers. 

 Buddhis

m 

declined 

and 

Jainism 

to some 

extent 

was 

present.  

 

 

. 

 Guilds 

occupied 

an 

important 

position 

in the 

society. 

 They were 

tolerant 

to various 

faiths. 

 Amoghav

arsha 

endorsed 

Jainism. 

Literat

ure  

 Gauda-

riti style 

of 

composi

tion was 

 In the 

court of 

Mahipala 

I, 

Sanskrit 

 Patronise

d 

Sanskrit 

and 

popularis

develope

d during 

the pala 

rule. 

 Buddhis

t tantric 

works 

were 

authore

d and 

translat

ed 

during 

the 

period. 

 Notable 

pala 

texts on 

philosop

hy 

include 

Agama 

shastra 

by 

Gaudap

ada, 

Nyaya 

Kundali 

by 

Sridhar 

Bhatta 

and 

Kharma

nustha

n 

Paddhat

i by 

Bhatta 

Bhavad

eva.  

 

Scholar 

Rajasekh

ara lived. 

 He wrote 

Karpura

manjari, 

Kavyami

masa, 

Bhuvank

osha and 

Haravilas

a 

 Paramara 

Bhoja 

wrote 24 

sanskrit 

Kavyas 

and took 

the title of 

‘Kaviraja’. 

 His books 

were: 

1. Ayurveds

arvasya  

2. Samarang

an 

sutradhar

a(on 

architectu

re) 

3. Champu-

ramayana 

4. Yukti 

kalpapatr

u (On 

statecraft)

. 

 Bhoja 

built a 

sanskrit 

college 

“Bhojash

ala”. 

 Hemacha

ndra, in 

the court 

of 

Kumarap

ala wrote 

Books: 

1. Kumarap

alacharita 

2. Naminath

a  

3. Parisistha 

parvan 

4. Abhidha

mma 

Chintama

ed 

Kannada. 

 Amoghav

arsha, 

took a 

title 

“Kaviraja” 

and wrote 

two 

books: 

1. Kaviraja

marga- 

grammar

, first 

book 

written 

in 

Kanada. 

2. Ratnanli

ka, 

Sanskrit 

book 

written 

on 

Jainism. 

 He 

patronise

d 

Sanskrit 

Jain 

scholars: 

1. Jinasena 

-wrote 

Adipuran

a which is 

on 

Adinatha. 

2. Mahaveer

acharya- 

wrote 

Ganita 

sara 

sangraha, 

book on 

mathemat

ics. 

3. Shaktaya

na wrote 

Amogavri

thi, a 

grammar 

book in 

Sanskrit. 

 



ni. 

 He took 

title 

‘Kalikala 

Sarvagna’ 

Art and  

Archite

cture 

 During 

this 

period, 

a 

distincti

ve style 

emerged 

in art. 

 Figures 

become 

more 

rigid in 

posture, 

standin

g with 

straight 

legs 

close 

together

. 

 

 They 

built 

number 

of 

monaste

ries and 

sculptur

es- 

Somapu

ra 

Mahavir

a, now 

in 

Banglad

esh, is a 

world 

Heritage 

site.  

 Khazurah

o temples 

were built 

by 

chandella

s rulers 

(UNESCO 

World 

Heritage 

site) 

 

 Dilwara 

Jain 

temples 

in Mt abu 

built by 

Solanki 

rulers. 

 Rani ki 

Vav, 

UNESCO 

WHS, a 

multi-

storeyed 

well built 

by queen 

Udayamat

hi (Bhima 

I wife). 

 The 

palaces 

of Jaipur 

and 

Udaipur 

and forts 

of Chittor, 

Mandu, 

Jodhpur 

and 

Gwalior. 

 Instrume

ntal in 

establishi

ng 

Karnatak

a 

Dravidian 

style. 

 Rock cut 

cave 

Kailasa 

temple in 

Ellora. 

 Caves at 

Ellora 

and 

Elephanta

. 

 

 

 

 


