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RisE or GaAnNDHI AND 1HE FrEEDOM |
MOVEMENT OF INDIA
[ KEY POINTS . |

a Rise of Gandhi - &  Nonsviolence Movement

-] Mon=-Cooperation Movement [ Civil Disohedicnce Movement
[ Quit Indin Movemoent [ Indian National Army
o Indion Independence Act

2.01 : Rise of Gandhi

The sudvent of Mohondas Earamchand Gandbi, pagatlarly known
as Mahaima Gandhi was @ landmaik in the history of the Trecdom
movement in India after the world war started in 1914, The Allved

nations— Britain, U.5. amd Franee promised thal, democracy and
national self determination would be offered to India afier the war if
they support Tor their war ¢ffort. Indian nationalists supported the war
eapecting this major political gain. Bul afier the Allicd viclory in 1918,
they showed linle willingness to end calomial sysiem, This atfude of British,
gave rise 1o disillusion in the natrmalists. Imtcemational snuation was also
favemirable w the nosurgence of mationalism 1o which a major impetes was
already given by the impact of the Russion Revolution of 191 RE
The Revolution browght hone (o the notionalist moesement in [ndia the
fact that immense streagth and energy resite in the ecommon people.
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The Russion Revolution enormously influenced | oy " e T e
the freedom lover people of India to come | o
forward. The stage was sct for Gandhi's entry |
into the national movement who had already
established himse!l with his leadership in South
Alrica and In Champaran (MNorth Bihar), |
Ahmednbad, Khedn {Gujrat) in India. e not
only energized the national movement by res-
urrecting the ideology of truthfulaess and non- |
violence, but also compelled the British to leave
the country. Before he took leadership in Indian |
national movement, Gandhi began the struggle
of Indians against racizm in South Africa in
1893, when he was a twenty four year old
I:MJnrri.lm:EL ol

{‘-’Inh:llmu. Gandhi was bom at Porbandar in
Gujaral on October 2, 1869 in a well-to-do
F:llml? le proceeded 1o England in 1888 to study A
law, and returned to India as a Borrister-nt-law in 1891, Aflter a brief
atint a5 a lawyer both in Rajkot and Bombay, he went to Natal, South
Africa in 1893 in connection with professional work. He was deeply
shocked by the political and social discriminations which were imposed
by the Europeans upon Indian residents, Being humiliated on more than
ong occasion, he soon assumed leadership of the struggle of Indians agninst
racial discrimination in South Africa. He founded a political assoeiation
known as Matal Indian Congress and nlso a newspaper called freficn
Chpirrien with a view to cducating Indians in politicnl matters and give
publicity 1o their grievances Tt was during this struggle that he used for
the first time the weapon of non-vielent resistance later known as
Seryvagreha against a humiliating law, The same strategy was adopted
against another law which prevented Indians from entering into the
Transvaal provinee. Satvegraia was also offered against a judicial decision
which made illegal all Indian marriages in South Africa which were not
registerced and performed in accordance with Christian rites, Gandhi was
_arnested and imprisoned for nine months but Iater the Government had
to commpronmise in the form of Indian Reliel Act amd Gandhi was released,

™

- th— word Sefyogroaio was Oirst used by Gandhi in South Africa,
It is d~compound of two separate words, Server (truth) and agraha
(mdherence, holding fast). 1ts root meaning is “holding on to truth’,

lve o Crmeralled anind e Frocdom Woveiment of frdie
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Gandhi u};pf:linﬂd that Sﬂ.{iuﬂg,l"ﬂhﬂ Wil . ﬂfpb‘ﬂplc' Nﬂn-"-’iﬂicn':ﬂ
e , the concept of

meant intense political activity by lare¢ ™ In evolving

formed the very basis of 51’”’,1'“.5{""”[}‘5" f writings of Tolstoy and

Sarvagraha, Gandhi was influenced by the

Thorcau. him into & mature
; e : formed him :
Gandhi’s activitics in South Africa trans 4 1o India in 1915.

. | . .o ; turnc
and idealist lcader. With this impression he 1€ . ful in solving three
He had to be actively involved and became SLCCESS

; : 4 (Guajrat) and
local disputes— in Champaran (North H’hﬂ”f i thdi. {d:l injﬁucn[ja]
in Ahmedabad during 1917-18, which recognised him &

political leader. R
In Champaran, he took up the cause of peasants agains
ion of land-revenue when

in Kheda that of farmers against the collecti )
their crops failed, and in Aimedabad that of the mill-workers against
the mill owners. In cach of the cases, the strategy was Satyagraha,
and the principles were truth and non-vielence. Andr in ::‘vfir}’ casc the
real force working under Gandhi was ‘mass participation .

When the First World War broke out in 1914, the Indians rendered
valuable service to the British. The Congress gave ample demonstration
of loyalty. Mahatma Gandhi showed great enthusiasm and urged the
Gujarat peasants to join the army if they want to win Swaraj or self-
rule. Until 1918, he was a supporter of the British government.

The expectations of Indian nationalists for major political gains
after the Great War of 1914-1918 remained unfulfilled. The post war
years were marked by severc cconomic hardships. Indian industries
faced losses and closure. The workers faced unemployment, 'high prices
and poverty, the pcasantry was groaning under dﬁptn[ng poverty and
high taxation; and the urFJan educar.cd Indians faced increasing unem-
ployment. Almost all sections nf Ind.lan society were a d‘-“EI'SCI}f S —
Events of the year 1919 also disillusioned Gandhi and from 5 cooperator
of the British, he turned to a non-cooperator,

2.02 : Rowlatt Act, 1919

In 1917, the Governor General Lord Chelmsfgrg e
Committee under the Chairmanship of Justice Sydne EP :'IE.‘
investigate the nature and extent of revolutionary activitics : s owlatt to
legislation if necessary to deal with them EﬁectiVuly_ c;n_ﬂ;hm f-:ug_gcst
its. Report, the government passed the Rowlayt Act in [gmc eiinac
authorized the government to imprison any person i . T‘hc Act
conviction in a Court of law. The Act came as 4 i Shu;?t:{l?- and

ndians.

History
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2.03 @ Satyagraha or Non-violence movement, 1919

In prodest against the Rowlatt Act, Gandhi started the Satpaprahy
or the Non-Vielence movement in 1919, Satyagraha zcearding to
Coandbi, was a “felizious movement®, & process of purification and
pemance . The movemem wat launched on April 6, 191 9, with a day
el Froertaed when business was b be suspended and the peaple P
ter Faanl mmd pray, The mavemenn i:IE"]I..IF:“:,' F'.-l;-l'.':tmu_- 2 T
It projected Gandhi as “an all India leader wigh immense Potemtidle
He was arrested but was woon set free, The overmment on i 4
crushed the movement with @ hea vy hand, Pan

& Mavemen),

2.04 : The Jallianwala Bagh Massacre,

Within 2 wesk of the horiafl of April &
Punjab was convelsed with agitation. €y
[¥r. Katchlew. two popular leaders of he
depnricd from Amritiar, (g April 13

. B : “TE Brrested
Jullianwals Bagh in Amritr. General l:r;,r::h:_: ﬂ'ftﬂ'[ii.';;,__! was helg ﬁ
the tnoieps, 100Z A0 Ateps 1o prevent iy frr.nm.h_-m, Wi in CH Sl F
ground was enclesed on all sides by high -,-,.-'-l-jmi held, T, Meetin,
entrance. Under the arders of Cienera Brpe. l; 5_ A0 hze one ng mn
fired nn the vnarmed and di’tﬂic]:“ ¥ .I Fitish 1pe,, r- Py,
loat and meny more s—=—— ____I}itf E. jlundfn‘dw,_ 1' Cilegs)y
were wounded. Mar- - T PR Ivey o

fial law was pro-
claimed in Punjab. 11 2 y
wny marked h:.' irdag-
crimimate sreests, con-
fincatocn of property,
whipping etc. The
gnvemmenl appoimed
@ Commillee of En- sl
qu.ir_f,' wnder  Lord
Hunter In prohe the
Punjab disturbancesy,
Dyer was rfemaved
[Fram active sorvice by
the Frtish government.
in Lesnedian, But b wes “'h“ﬂ"l'l:'ql
swepl the ':'Ullnlr}'f

; L abindrapg,
profest agana the lJFFi‘unwﬂ“
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245 - Khilafat novemenl e First world War, the'
fout of Turkey 5 - ms regarded th
As @ result of the defesl 2 2 ; The Mushms €&
O A reduced. 10€ 2
wfiuence of the Khalifa was greai? i -:l h:‘:ﬂd- They became n'_':':
Suitan of Turkey as therr Khalifa 0 5P IL-:H'-'-'\] over his empire’s ho 1
i =y DN ILE b =
- toat hhe would retain D0 O . i
s :F-'L"f [T i A ‘.hl -I.-- heCRITE :F;n;"‘l'c"ﬁﬁ'?-ﬂ'*c of the fate ﬂf .:_ %
piaces! The Musiims in Inga DO=EEE r.-ﬁ: under the leadership of

Kialife and formed 2 Khilafet C ""‘ " bjoct was e resmratil:
o fl }.slam. Gandhi de:cid'
o viewed it as a goldeq
oppernnity for bringing Muslims and Hindus tc-_zfihf-'f"f'“ the "ﬂ“:}_:
fromt. e supcessfully persuaded the K hilafat Cﬂmmtﬁﬂ-e 1o 3':r'3f:1'-' “,
-3 e HOn-cooperation movement 28 the only effective way 10 _::
i government 1o accepl its demanc. -

286 : The Nos-Cooperation Movement, 1920-22 o

bMaulans Shaykat Al and Monam .
; i 1  #tailifa (Caliph) ©
"l‘ L7 SLE’,&’.— "-;.'!- T!_'.rf:'::!- 2% Koallia i{r— L P )
: i, whdatal ment as D

W Tent suppor 1o the hilefat Moyveme

Thie Noo-cooperation Movement (Asahayog Andolan) was a major =
=wer A0 the Indian stuggle for independence. This movement starieds

in 1929 and lasied thoongh 1922, supporied all along by the Indians
Watiomal Comgress. Under Mahatma Gandhi's leadership, the movement.
#ivund # Beitish nile through non-vinlence (zhimsa). Activists refused to
Betasio gouds. used only locel handicrafis, and picketed liquor shops.
guadl was %0 uphoid Indian bonour and integrity in a peaceful manr
Twusants of common citzens rellied for the cause and it was the first laree.
scaie auovement 1o the history of India’s independence. Many facto
euisminaiet over ime leading 10 the Nos-cooperation movement. Some ¢ i
o sagerfican causes wers
T discoment over the World War ], as
fotliz’s economy and buman resourge.
y. ;Eur growang Brlish oporession _c-f Indians ag dem
ot Aot of 1919 | provided 4

| ¥

had taken big toll

dodk place apains! the Act
Phe Shomweta Bagh massecee: of 1919,
gwwmufmﬁ“b?lheﬂ--
gmh&h""ﬂtﬁﬂd th:Kj;jnm =2
gnsty grotection of the Otiomy, 3 lafat movement
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Indians and thus decided to launch the Non-cooperation movement

under the leadership of Gandhi at a special session of Indian National

Congress held at Calcutta in 1920 The movement seriously challenged the
cconomic and political power of the British,

The Non-Cooperation Movement ignited the emotions of the
people. Both Hindus and Muslim participated in it. There was huge
bonfire of foreign cloth in different places. Shops selling foreign goods
and liquor were picketed, Many students lefi government schools and
colleges. The peasants of Midnapore in Bengal organized a very
effective no-tax campaign, The C ongress sct up National educational
institutions like the Kashi Vidyapeeth, Baneras Vidyapeeth, the National
Muslim University of Aligarh etc. Seth Jamona Lal Bajaj declared that
he would give Rupees one lakh a year for the maintenance of non-practising
lawyers. Forty lakh volunteers were enrolled by the Congress. Twenty
thousand *Charkhas™ were manufactured, The people started deciding their
disputes by means of arbitration. The Tilak Swarayya Fund which was started
to finance the Non-cooperation movement was able 1o collect over a crore
of rupees within a short period. The women too actively took part in the
movement, Even the visit of the Prince of Wales was boycotted. Gandhi
toured almost the whole country to whip up enthusiasm of the people,

The Non-cooperation movement had two aspects — positive and
negative. The former included the promotion of Swaceshi, particularly
the revival of hand-spinning and weaving: removal of untouchability
among the Hindus; promotion of Hindu-Muslim unity; prohibition of
the use of alcoholic drinks, and the collection of a crore of rupees for
the memorial of Tilak (in terms of Swarjya Fund). '

The negative side is usually referred to as the triple boycott;
namely, boycott of Legislatures, Courts and educational institutions-
schools and colleges maintained or aided by the Government. The minor
items of boycolt inctluded surrender of titles, honours ete. The negative
programme necessitated some positive steps, like setting up- arbitration
boards to take the place of Courts, and National schools and colleges
where students leaving Government schools and colleges might continue
their education. It was made clear that 4/imsa or Non-violence was
to be strictly observed by the non-cooperators. They were not to give
up satva or truth under any circumstances,

:rhc movement launched by Gandhi was ratified by the Nagpur
session of the Congress in December, 1920. It declared that “the object
of the Indian National Congress is the attainment of Swaraj by the
people of India by all legitimate and peaceful means’. A new era dawned

Rise of Gandhi and the Freedom Movement of India
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TR Iinedia s stevnggele for feecdom. The Crongress for e Dest timee decidey .
for Tollow @ palicy of direon action, The Congress beganmie o nuss-bngeg) 58
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1407 2 End of New Coopevation Movemept, 1921

Bluch apainst thy: wishuss 'l|1|:l st tissns of Gondlie, people ol cefain
places did not remain pear e “ful. Oa Febimary 5, 1912, there wos serioug
gt viiolenee ot Chaed O lrml.n in Ceraklipur dhstnet of United Provinee

(Bzitisk Inddin). The Iocal poliso atiac Fed the pretestors and the n ey violently
collided with the police. Theoo proetestors were kill-l in police fring,
Frortestors Durnt dovwen 0 prinlics stion @nd abotie taonty two policemen
woere: killed, Ciendhi was shoek=d ar his o ident and Gl that without
adeqguate discipline and eostiamt on e parrt of the people, the Movement
had proved to be o "Hicalayvas bBlende . He at onee suspemnded the
movement snd sat on fast for tuee weeks, Masy ¢ ongiess leaders welcomed
thice elisciaroy of Ciamcli, Twer a0 thie spope tinee some odlier matoasal leaders
olichnest liker to steows the moveien Tor isclated awsidens of vielence. He was

anuvsted on 10th Mar b, 1922 aml senteneal 1o siv vears imprisonment for )

tha: allegation that b instrgted people for violenc e, Sall Ciamdli remained finm
on his prncagple of non-violenoe, His impiisonment again led o another
o vement, The Congiess Work ing Committes: satilicd Ciaadhi's decision and
accordingly on February 12, 1922, the: Mon-coap sdion movement came (o
an e . )

2.08 @ fimen Commission

The Government of Indin Act of 1919, laid down that after
a perivd of abow len vears, o
Coammission would arcive in India
to inguire into the working of the
teforms introduced by it Accord-
ingly, in 1928, a Commission of
| seven members under the leader-
| ship of Sir fohn Simon reached
| India. But as the Commission did
] not have a single Indian member,
Ml the Congress boveolled it, Slo-

)
h

e
*-II-'F':, gans of *Go I!Iuc'l-: Simon' rent the

g, ‘_"f""""'_ .Jlr.lr.."'l.l Lahore, a procession &lﬂﬂ‘

: 3 b
_i ".‘_'." R nivod against the Simon Commis-
; _._:_-.-._.,-;-H:."-E-:- Sie T sion under the leadership of Lala: &
Firistend pally spained Shmas ©amnemivalon Lajpat Rai was *lpthi-charged”-
Ifistery
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Lajpat Rai was seriously wounded and he subsequently dig

Demaml Tor Complete Independence or Prarna Swarai 0 In 1929,
the Lahore session of the Congress under the Presidentship of Fandi
Jowaharlal Nehru declared Complete Independence as thwe eliel goal of tlie
Tralians. Consequently, January 26, 1930, was celehrated s Indepen-
dence Day throughout the country.

2.09 : Civil Disobedience Movement, 1930-34

One of the factors lending to the Civil Disobedience Movement was
the formation of the Simon Commission by the British Government, |t
included only the British Parliament members and eame into efMect in
MNovember 1927 to report the working of the constitution estalilished by
the Government of India Act of 1919, However, political garties and socizl
organisations of India cidd ot aceept the Commission as it wias accused
of being an *All-White Commission”. This was followed by o sirike in Bengal
on 3 February 1928, Simon’s arrival in Calcutta was mwel with demonstra.
tions. Meanwhile, Meotilal Mehru shouldered the responsibality of the deafling
committee and prepared the constitution for Indi, Indian National Conpress
accepted the Nehru Report and pressurised the govermiment o accep i,
The Calcutia Scssion of the INC held in 1928 warmed the British govemmenit
that it would start a Civil Disobedience Movement if Tndem was nod granied
the dominion stams. : 5

In 1928, at Lahore Congress, it was decided that the goal of
the Congress was 1o attnin Puma Swaraj or complete independence for
India. Consequently, on 26 January' 1930, ‘Purna Swaraj Day® was
celebrated in India. On 31 January 1930, Gandhi gave an ulumaium to the

Viceroy Lord lrwin to remove the evils of the British rule with o list of
demands. The list of demands was:

s Prohibition of use of intoxicams,

+ Change of the ratio of rupce and sterling .

= Reduction of the mite of land revenue '
Abolition of salt tax

Reduction of military expenditure

Reduction of expenditure on civil administeation
Imposition of custom duty on foreign cloths
Acceptance of the Postal Reservation Bill
Abolition of the Crime Investigation Department.
Release of all political prisoners

Issuing license of arms 1o citizens for sell’ protection, subject 1o
popular control

F ® & @& &

fiee af Cirrndind @l the Frovdive Alovcanens of fndie
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Ciamdbi vlearly mentioned that 18 thase 11 painis wete ignoreg,
gher the nation would be gaing o Lwnel the Uil Tisobedigee
pear s ement, Comsesguentl v, the Gl Disoleshiones Dlovement slirpe,)
i 1930 with the Gamens aly sans agtabia of Gandhn, also koo,
LR LRI "-l-l-l'- h that '|'l|-.'|"-. Bivsehed o 12 Bk VRS U gl

— ) P Toalan, Uaaesll ooith some of s Gsllow.

vis letl e Dabaomate Ashivim gy
Y e dabast il neade their way .,
woards Lhanabi, 8 sallags on the weg
voast of Tt ABer tavelling o
Ew by e Prve shavs aned sovening a Jdis.
Bbte ol 355 bty veneleed D
o s Apail P30, Here, Samdi prg.
pestead ageainst e Sl Law (sall wag
ik 1I‘I.-|'-|||.1;1|.l|!. (LT R CRR CELON L T T E R T T TH A T
ais was allowed i make salt)y by
making salt himsI0and thiowing up
a whallenee vy il Beitish goved mnent,
The mivvement spread amd salt laws were challengsd im otleer parts
af the cauntry,

I alies Zionth West Frontier Prowi s, the Mevenwent was led by
thie "W 1II.II-1.'II- Flvitmead g s I..~"|'|..||Il:-. -ul-l Cisesl b pargaalai by Kavivvon o the Red
{hines wndvr the Teadership of Flan Abdul Tiaftar ¥ han (also known as
“Froastier Ciandhi™ ), Ciandha amd thossamds of tescdans booees men, wisnen
aned childbrznd were armestost, Thae irst Reamed Tabil Conlisense in Lavindon
wins o cotied By the Congivss as thie Civil Dhisdusdicne v Slovenwad was

The 1'.1|n|.nm I.'I'nn]l mqu.l'[ |.l-"|' [‘llu]hl

1;1.1|'|.'|1; 1T,
210 : Gandm = liwin Pact, 1911

O March 5 1930, an ageemaent of wndvestaniling was reachied
between Aabatma Gamdhi and Loed hewine Vs cray oF [nidia, The
terms of the agreement imclueded e imonsedian, release of a1l peliticol
preisonces nol convieted Tor vielenee, the seoassism ol all ines not
vt colleeted and the retuen of confiscated lands of Sufvagralkis not
vt sold o third paities. The governmaent also comeedled the right to
iminke salt for consumption W villages along the coast, as also the
right to peacelul and non-aggiessive picketing, The Cangress on its
part agreed o suspend the Civil Disobediense movesient, I8 was also
understood that the Congress would participate in the pext Round
Table Conference.

Hitimny
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211 The Sceond Round Table

v Conference, 193

e Secomd Roumd Table Conference
was held in London in 1930, Malutia
Cianmdhi pranticipated in i e sole e
sentalive of the CongressThe conlerence
was o Miluee as ne de@Tsivns conbid e
renched regarding joint or separate elector-
ates ol the number of seots for vairions

commtnmitios. Camndhin setirssd (o Tndia Being, === Ty g
i - % Imrp sl Dl Syani A1 Ei ¢l amilyriem
disappointed. v i

2.12 : Restarting of the Civil Disobedience Movement, 1932

CThe Civil Disobedience Movement was re-starteed in 1933, Ian
even belfore the movement actually started Gandhi was arrested nlong
seilh Wollnbshibslinn PPotel sl ol (bt timie wis Hie President of the
Congress. The government also took Torcible possession af the olfice
of the Congress, Lothi-charges were comumon B0 disperse the crowds,
Even women amd chilidren were not sparcd. Whipping becaine o
commoen punishment. The frecdiom of the Mress was curtailed, Nation-
nlist literature = poems, stories and novels were hanned on o large
seale. Yol the movement continued Lo linger on. However, o slage
come when the palitical enthusiasim of the people became less amd less
and feelings of Trustration set i, The Movement was suspemded in MMy,
1923 and completely withdeawn in May, 1934,

The Coval Phisobedicnee Movement demonstoited e wikening of e
politieal consciousness among the Indian masses. AL the same lime, it
exposed the British rule in India in all its naked hideoislaess s lowered
its prestige in the eves of the worlil.

= : 1, I TP B T ; Ky ke
2.13 + Communal' Award, 1932 i
Tt | LR

It was F1I'uri|l:lg. the disturbed divs of the Civil Disobedicnce
Movement that the British policy of “Iivige and Rule® found » new
expression in the announcement of |I|.,-k‘|.#='ﬁ1qnml Avcard in Augusl,
1932, by British Prime Mimister Ramiay i'l.l.:|-|:|_|-|_'|u:|lb.-‘l.pi|rl Froring
continuing with the policy of giving seperile electorates4a the minority
communities, namely, Sikh, Christian and Muslim, the Award declared
the depressed classes also 1o be minoritics, They were given separale
electorates and thus separnted them from the rest of the Hindos, On
this issue, Ceamdbl, then in Jadl, nondertoask o fast unde deati, Tle

Rive af Guradlid ard the Frecitam Movement uf fedia
[ EFqta Falie % L IRSREHT T |
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suceeedad in getting the Poona Pact (19321 by which the depressed classes
along with other Hindus were o have joing electorates. The Diritigly
gevernment agreed to amend the Communal Awand o the light of the
Poona Pact. Gamdhi scon got fully invelved in the sati-untouchohiliyy
strugele, which led to the foundation of the Harijan Sevak Sangh.

.14 * Formation of cnnﬂ_[['_li.ﬁ Alinmistries, 12370939 -

In 1935, the Brinizh povernment passed the Governmemt of India
Act by which Prowineial autemony was given to the Indian Provinees. Ag
a resul of the elections, the Congress party fonned goveimment in eight
out of the eleven prowvinees, with the exception of Pungab, Sind sl Bengal,
The prestige of the Congress as the alternative to colenial state rose even
higher,
2.15 : Resignation of Congress Ministries, 1719

When the Second World War broke out, the Government of India
immadiately declared India to = a1 war with Geomany  withiom
consuling the Congress or the elected members of the Central
legislature, The Congress ¢laimed that sinee the war had been declared
without the consent of the Indian people. it could mo associate itselfl
with it unless India was declared an mdependent natin. The Congress
minisiries therelore resigned on November 1. 1939,

216 : Demand for Pakistan, 19240

The resignation of the Congress ministrics was celebrated by the
Muslim League as “The Day of Deliverance” on December 22, 1939,
At the Lahore session of the Muaslim Leapwe (March, 1940), Jinnah,
in his Presidental Addeess, emphasizing on his Two-natken  theory
demanded o separate homelamld for the Musling o what he called as
Pakistan. The English who wanted 19 weaken the national movement
also encouraged scparatisi spirit.

2.1 ; Individual Sarvagraha, (Oct, 1740

In August, 1920, the Viceroy announced the famous "August
offer” proposing the expansion of the Viceroy's Executive Council,

and to constitute it as a War Advisory Council Tor the purpose of -

associating Indians in war cfforis. However, as it did not propose
the granting of independence, the offer was rejected both by the
Coangress and Muslim League. As o moral profest agamst Britain's
policy towards India. the Congress started 1he Individual
Satvapraha in October, 1940, under the puidapee of Mahatma
Gandhi, Individual Setvagrahe was also known as *Delbhi Chale
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Setvagraha’. The first satveeralri 1o courtl arrest was Acharya
Vinobn Bhabe.

2.18 : Cripps Mission, 1942 )
The entry of Jnpan in the War and their remickable success posed il
a real danger to the safety of lndia’s defence. It made England to sofien :|

her attitude rowards India, In darch 1942, the British War Cabinet semt
Sir Stafford Cripps with new constitutional proposals.  He proposcd
to st up an [ndian Union with Dominion status soon afler the war, p |
He had consultations with the differcnt political parties, but as he did _
nol propose any immediate transfer of power, his scheme was not 23
accepted both by the Congress and the Muslim League, The general
feeling wos expressed by a pithy saying, that they were a “post- dated cheque
on o erazhing bank’.

2.19 : Quit India Movement, August 1942

In Seprember1 939, the Second World War broke out. M.K.Goandhi
and J . Nehru both were strongly critical of Hitler and the Nazis, Therefore,
they promised the British to provide the support of the Congress to their
war efforts, in retumn they asked to grant Indin complete independence, The
offer was not accepted by the British povernment. As a mark of prodest
the Congress minisiers resigned in October 1939, Between 1940 amd 1941,
the Congress organised a series of individual satvagrahiag 1o put pressurc
on the government. At this time Britain had all party government, whosc
labour members were sympathetic o the demands of the Indians, but the
Primie Miniswer Wington Churehill WIS Con servative enough to liguidate
Britain's empire, In 1942, Churchill was pressurised to send one of his
ministers, Sir Mafford Cripgs (o negotiate with Indiom political parties secking
their support in the war that Britain was waging in Euwrope. A Drait
Declamtion of the British Government was offered to India, which included ;
the cstablishment of a doaminion, the establishment of o constituent assembly :
and the nghts of provinces 1o make separate constitutions. All this would _ - 1
be granicd only after the war. However, the Crnipps mission fasbed and Gandhi - '
decided to launch his third major movement agzainst the British, Other factors
whisch led 1o the it India Movement was the fear of Japan anacking India,
terror in Enst Bengal and the fact that India had realised that the British P |
could not defend the country anvimons. ’

Accordingly, in August 1942, Gandhi launched the Qt}i_l_lmlig
Movement, also known as the August Movement on the basis of the
resalution passed on 8 August, 1942 in Bombay by the All India

Rise of Gandhl and the Freedam Movemeni of Iradia

Scanned with CamScanner



= Conpress Commitiee diely Fin

T i = M

z g e i demand for an |I1'llil-.:r|:i;4_|_._,
B (he Hritish rule, Thi

H b -

o end o sy
a 1 patin Wik nspiredd by the
i slogan vl Do or [3,»

Pt

Giandh :
(rhans ya slarn b
(ranredicrely, e Congree
we hannesd appd Cranislbr amd Mosy
of the Congriss leaders w e
swifily apresteil most of whomm
hiadh 1o spwind the west thice vegrg
in jail, wntil Warld War Il enclegg
The poople. howe VeF, WETE -
stoppable. There wire haralg
and demoenstrations all over the

L
; Ilﬁthr sy, The peaple attaeked all
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ment sueh as railwoay statioas. law courts and police stations. Bailway
lines were damaged and telegraph lines wers cut. In some places, people
wven sel up their independent government, The mavemcnl was most
widespremd in Unar Pradesh, Bihar, Bengal, Bombay, Gdisha and Andhirn
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agenda of the national movement. After *Quit India® there could be no
retreal, Independence was no longer a matter of bargain, for any future

negotiations with the British government could only be on the manner
ol transfer of power.

2.20 : Indian National Army

After the suppression of the Revolt of 1942, there was hardly
any political activity inside the country till the war ended in 1945, The
national movement however Tound o new expression oulside the
country’s frontiers, In 1941, Subhas Chandra
Bose, who was twice elected ax President of :
the Indian National Congress, was interned mm pooo 0
his own house i Caleuttn For his anti-British
activities. Dut he cluded police vigilanee and | o
went o Afghamistan, Russia, Germany and
pltimately to Burma and Malaya, In 1943, with
the aid of expatrinte nationalist leader Rash -
Hehari Bose. the Indian National Army (INA) |0
or the Azad Hind Fauz was revived, i

The idea of the Indian MNotional Army
(INA)Y was first conceived by Caplain Mohan
Singh, an Indian officer of the British army in Malaya who had to
surrender to the Japanese in the Second World War,

In March, 1'42, a confierence of expatriste Indians was held in Tokyo
which led o the formation of the Indian Independence League, This was
followed Ly a conference in Bangkok (June, 1942) where Rash Behari Bose
was elected Presidemt of the League and o decision was taken 1o raise
the Indian Mational Army or Azad |lind Fauz. The Bangkok conference
als invited Subhas Chandra Bose o Japan. Shartly after his arrival, Rash
Behari Bose resigned from the Presidency of the [ndian Independence
League in favour of Bose,

In Singapore, on October 21, 1943, he formed the *Provisional
Govermment of free India® (Azad Hind Sarkar) whose object was to
expel the British from Indian goil. The INA was reorganized. and apart
Troam the Indian Prisioners of War, recrmits were sought from civilians,
fundds were gathered and even a women's regiment called the Ram
Jhansi regiment was formed

The slogan of the INA was “Jai Hind®. 1t fought with the Japanesc
mrTy ';Lg_uing: the British and Commonwealth forces in the campaigns
in Burma, Imphal amd Kohima, Bose's famous quote, ‘give me blood

"'nl.'ll:r]i"hlhhlll- Chamira Rase
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and | shall give you frecdom” motivated his folbosers. Dhowever, the defegg
of Japan amd surrender in the war also led to the eventual sumrender of
A

Subrlias Brose is regsorted 1o have Been killed in an air crash in Augusy,
194 5. Even though his stralegy of winning frecdom in conpemtion with the
Fascist povers was enticired, ol the same Gise most of e Indian nationalisg
prmised him for oeganiving te A to set an inspiting examgile of pottinlism
Before the Indian peogle and the Indion army, 1e was hailed os MNetagi
by the entire couniry,

TOWARDS INDEPENDENCE ¢ In 1945, the Sccomi Warld War
conclheded in Gvour of e English, So with a view 1o giving some more
powers to the Indims,  Lond Wavell, the Viceroy of India, called a
conference of the different polineal lenders at Simla. The conlerence Failed
and the polinieal deadlock continued, ;

In 1946, the new Labour pany Prime Minister, Mr. Clemem Attlee,
whio was sympathetic 1o tie ladsms, sent the Calvinet Missiod o Dndin,
s aim was to resolve the deadlock aml make India 3 (ree country.
The Mission comprised of three members of Alilee’s Cobanet, w2, Sir
Stafford Cripps, Lond Pathie Lawrence aml Mre, AN, Alexamler. Anvang
elher things, the Mission recommiensded that (i) thene was o be a Union
of India comprising both Brnsh Tmbia aned the Indian states with control
over foreign affairs, defence amd communication, Inda was to be
divided inte three groups of provimess Group A consisting of Modras,
Bombay, Cenel Provinees, United Provinees, Bihor apd Ovissa; Group
I3 - North West Fromtier Provinee, Punjab, Sind and Baluchiston; and
Ciromp C= Bengal sood Assame. (i) A Constifuen Assembly shoubd be
elected o deaw the fitere Constitlion of the country (5ii} Till the
Constitution was ready. an interinm government should be sel up ol the
Centre, A
I thie electings for e Constilnent Aswembly, the Congress bigrged

majirity seats. The Muslim Leagare boyeotted the Assembly and on
Aupist 16, 1946, it obuerved the *Direet Action 1ay® o achieve
Pakistan, Coomrmunal tiols broke oad in dilferen) padls of the comilry,
evpecially Henpal. Nevertheless, an interim govermmnent under the leadership
ol Pandil Jawaluirlnl Neluu wis Tgmed o the cendre, The Mushim League
initially refused to be a part of e ministry, bt Biee peined ool its own
g i accard. The 1t berween the Congeess aned ihe Musdim League however

comlined.
thn Pebouary 20, 1907, Prime Minister Atibee anmamced  the

devisiom of s Majesty's Crovernment o hinid over power fo the peogile

fiivinry
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of Indiz by o date not later than June, 1948, In March 1947, Lord

Mountbatten replaced Lord Wavell as the Viceroy of India.
2.21 : Declaration of June 3, 1947

On June 3. 1947, Lord Mountbatten declared that the enly solution
to the political impasse was the partition of the country, and he won
over the Congress leaders to that viewpoint. The main features of his
declaration were - (1) India was to be pantitioned. (ii) A referendum
would be held in North West Frontier Province to ascertain whether
their inhabitants wanted to join India or Pakistan. {(i11) The Provincial
Legislatures of Punjob and Bengal would decide whether these provinces
were o be partitioned or not and (iv) The native states were free to
join either India or PFakistan.

2,22 : Indian Independence Act, 1947

The British Parliament passed the Indian §
Independence Act in July 1947, Its main provisions :
wWere-
(1} India and Pakisian were 1o become indepen-

dent on Aupust 15, 1947,
(i) Two dominions of India and Pakistan were |
- to be established and their Constituent As-

semblics were (o decide whether 1o remain

within the British Commonwealth of Nations

or o,
(i)  Each dominion was to have a Governor General appointed by the
Kohng. :
(iv)  The Legislatures of both the dominions were fully empowered 1o
make their laws,
2.23 ¢

August 15, 1947, birth of Independent India

O August 15, 1947, Brtish domination over India came to an end.
The country was partitioncd into Indin and Pakistan. Mohammad Al Jinnah
becaime the Nirst Governor General of Pakistan, while Lord Mountbatlen
was appointed as the Grst Governor-General of Free India, Jownharkal Nehru
wits swinrn 1 as the Prme Minsier,
HE"{[J" Aupust 17, 1947, the Racliffe Line was accepled ns the
bowundiry demarcition line between Indin amd Pakistansn Mareh 1971,
when Fanghidesh {formerly Enst Pakistind became “Tndependent from

Pk i, thie Hadeliffe Line reanhincd os tle demarcation ling between fn:lia
el anpgladeshs,

ftwe avf Caeraiid ard the Freecten .‘H'u'rrmmf wof Furlivd

Scanned with CamScanner

Fandig Jawabliarial
Mehra




- Ty
Aamarsts Gasom | CHRONOLOGICAL PROFILE |
1 X680 - B at Porbander (Gujarat) on 2 October.

Farlier : Koram Chand Gandhi,
Afavher | Putlibai Ganedhi.
5% ¢ Married 10 Kosturba, |

I s o Went to BEmgland to study Bw.

| 1593 Went 1o South Alriea to represent a firm of Porbander Muslims in Natal s

a lawver., |
18931914 = Campaigns in South Africa w defiemd the rights of lislian immigronts,
414 : Awarded *Kaiser-i-Hind” Gold Medal for his senvices in the Boer War 11
19135 : Retwrned to India. Establishes Aslieans 3t Sabarmai.
[ ¢ Launches anti-Fowlain Act agitton, Jallianwalabaph massacee on 13 April,
Gamilhi returns the Kaiser=i<Hinad Gold Medal,
1920 1 Mon-conperation movement was startced.
922 2 Withdraws the movement after Chauri-Chaura ineident.
[ 2227 : Whas away from aetive politics, but worked fir
{2} Removial of untouchabaliny
(b Hinclu=Mushim wnity;
f4=) aed Populansing Khadi,
1928 t Rardoeli Sasveairaf.
1929 + LNLC authorizes him (o launch the Civil dsobedsence oy ement.
1536 ¢ Dandi maarch (from 12 March 1o 6 Apnl)
1931 ¢ Ciandhi-Irwin pact. Panticipated in the Second Round Table conference,
F932 |"II Ciandhi started *Fast unto death (20 September) against Communnl Award.
The Poona Pact (25 Eu:pln:lnhr:r]:.‘;_,
1933 : Stzrted the publication of a weckly “Hurijen®,
P41k : Was pway from active politics. Settled 21 Sevagram (Wardha),
1939 ! Resumes petive politics.
| 940 - JHesumes Congress leadership for 2 briel perisl.
1942 :!l’.i':!nntud "Chuit [ndia” resolution, gave the slogan Do o Die'”
1944 : Lasst his wifie Kasturba while in delention a Aga Khan Palace,
FhsH P Assasmated by Nothu Ram Godse (30 January). Iy '_J
P
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Very short/ short IS Wi 1|1.|1.~.-:Ilr1:ll.-i -
‘I,.v]":i!wll'lﬂl wis Mol Clandlin bomm?
In which country did Gandhi first apply the echnigue of Sutvagraba?
| ‘,:-i!"'* Why did Rabindranath Tagore renounce his Knoighthood?
Umnder whose leadership was the Khilafat movement started i India?
S When did the Chauri-Chaura incident take place?
fUnder what circumstances did Lala Lajpat Hai lost his life?

When and in which session of the Indian Mational Congress was Puesa Sworey
| declarcd 1o ke the chief goal of the Indians?
8-~ Gandhi started on his Salt march from Sabarmati Ashram to the sea coast at [Dandi.
What was the distance between Sabarmoti Ashrom and the sea —coast gt Dandi?
f_?-“""ﬁ:lm was kiown as Frontier Gandhi?

.IJ_!F-"'WIEII:I was the sole Congress representative at the Second Round Table Conference
. in London?

11~ Name the British Primc Minitter who announecd the Communal Sword in (9327

':l.__l-"' During the course of which movemeni did Gondhi give the slogan “Do or Dice™?
l“I"l,."‘:"- Whio was the founder of the Axasd Find Fawe?

“!;_Ia-" “Ciive me blood and | shall give you freedom”. This famous quote is auributed to
which Indian leader?

1 hat is the name of the Intermational Boundary Line between Indin and Pakistan?

Long Answers ¢

1. What do you understand by the term Safvagralue ? Briefly write abowt the three
local disputes where Gandhi first applied the technigue of Satvagrala in India?
2. Why was the Khilafar movement staried in India?

3. Why did Mahatma Gandhi launch the Non cooperation movement of 1920-227 What
were its programmes? What made Gandhi suspend the movement?

4.  What was the main aim of the Civil Disobedience Movemen? What were the main fealures
| of the movement?
5, Under what circumstances was the Quit Indin movement launched? Do you consider

the movement o be o milestone in India’s struggle for independence? Give rensons
in suppor of YOur answer.

R & Write a bricl note on the Indian National Army.

Rive af Gamdhi and the Freedom Mevement of India
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