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� � � � � PREFACE 
The development of a quality textbook is possible if it is based on a quality curriculum. For 

the development of curriculum and textbook it is impressive to consider some aspects like 
constitutional obligation, population structure, socio-economic condition, governance, economic 
activities, importance of science and technology, etc. Our State Education Department has 
considered all these aspects and has planned to develop the textbook for the elementary stage on 
the basis of National Curriculum Framework, 2005. 

There is an intrinsic relationship between the systems of education and society. On the other 
hand, no one can ignore the importance and contribution of Social Science to the process of social 
change. Therefore, while developing the textbook on Social Science, utmost care has been taken to 
ensure a proper co-ordination between these two aspects. 

Renowned educationists of the state, faculty members from SCERT, DIET, BTC, Normal 
School have participated in planning, drafting and reviewing the manuscripts of the textbook. In 
addition to this, the subject and language experts have extended their whole hearted co-operation 
in the finalization of the textbook. We are thankful to all of them for their contribution. 

To ensure quality, the framework of the textbook has been designed on the basis of 
the NCERT textbooks. Further, in order to develop a quality textbook, the draft lessons 
were tried out in actual classroom situation in some selected schools of the State with the 
help of the teacher educators who had participated in the workshops for the development of 
textbook. The feedback received from the concerned teachers contributed significantly to 
the process of finalization of the lessons in the present textbook. 

On the basis of the technological perspective, at present QR Code has been 
introduced in the Social Science textbook under 'DIKSHA' portal, in order to extend the 
knowledge of the students and to ensure the learning outcomes which will help to gain a 
comprehensive knowledge on the subject matter through digital medium for their co-
operation. In this respect we are grateful to the resource persons of 'DIKSHA', who has co-
operated with us. 

 Depending on the basis of the changes and the new thoughts of the last ten years in the 
overall direction of the country, accordingly in 2021 revision of the Social Science textbook has 
been done. As per the need of the time therefore, inclusions of new information, thoughts, ideas, 
illustrations, pictures has been incorporated to enrich all the sections of the textbook. It is expected 
that this revised edition will make the learners as well as teachers appreciate the task.

As per the suggestion provided by officials of the Department of School Education in 
the year 2022 the existing textbook of Social Science, Class VIII has been revised by 
named ‘Geography and Economics’. We hope that this particular textbook will increase the 
interest and spirit of inquisitiveness among the students as well as the teachers towards the subject. 

We also the concerned hope that conscious section of the society will provide their 
constructive and valuable suggestions to enable us to correct the unintended mistakes. 

�
� � � � �
� � � � � � � � (Dr. Nirada Devi)
� � � � � � � �       Director
� � � � � State Council of Educational Research and Training 
� � � � � � � Kahilipara, Guwahati-19
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