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Appendix II
About the Textbook and Assessment Procedures

‘Our World through English’ Class VIII has been prepared in accordance with the
syllabus for a ten-year course in English as a second  language.

Teachers should act as facilitators and encourage children to do  individual and
group work, in order to make them as autonomous users of the language. Interactive
approach should be followed while transacting the language activities in each unit.
The Goals
After the completion of the course, the students are expected

to attain the basic proficiency, such as is acquired in natural language learning i.e., the
spontaneous and appropriate use of language for at least everyday use,
to develop his/her linguistic competence for abstract thought and knowledge acquisition and,
to construct discourses (oral and written) such as narratives, descriptions, essays,
conversations,  diary, plays,  script writing, profile writing, dramas, posters, slogans,
letters, etc.

Learning Outcomes / Academic Standards
At the end of the academic year the children are expected to achieve certain academic

standards. The everyday classroom transaction should focus on the following areas.
1. Listening and Speaking
2. Reading Comprehension
3. Vocabulary
4. Grammar
5. Conventions of Writing
6. Creative Expression (Oral and Written Discourses)

In order to achieve the above learning outcomes, the new textbooks have eight units with
different themes and genres.

Features of  the  Textbook
The following are the features of the Textbook:

Units are thematically organized with passages meant for listening and reading.  Activities
focus on reading comprehension,  vocabulary, grammar and study skills.
Measures have been taken to help learners get the rules familiarised with different genres
such as narratives, essays, biographical sketches, plays, poems, etc. and construct them
in oral as well as written forms.
Though the components in a unit have been organised as listening, speaking (oral activity),
reading and writing, an integrated treatment of these skills has been worked out.
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Vocabulary and grammar exercises have been contextually designed.
A few questions and activities, given under comprehension, do not target  any fixed
responses; instead, they demand the learners to use language authentically both orally
and in writing. These comprehension questions and the language activities are merely
stepping stones for the learners to gain proficiency in the  language and as such are not
goals by themselves.

Components of a Unit
Face Sheet / Trigger: Each unit starts with a picture / quotation / poem followed by

some interactive questions.  This is to warm-up the students and to generate genuine
interest towards the theme and the reading texts in the unit.  The teacher can put more
number of questions that demand divergent responses from children in order to
encourage them to interact more effectively.

Reading Texts:  Every unit consists of three reading texts (Reading A, B and C).  The
reading texts include different genres such as stories, narratives, biographical sketches,
short plays, speeches, monologues, letters, interviews and essays related to the theme
of the unit.  All texts are followed by glossary, and a few comprehension questions.
You will find the questions that help students think critically, reflect on what they have
read, and interpret the text in their own words. Teachers should follow the suggested
transaction process in the classroom.

Language Activities
Vocabulary:  This section contains some vocabulary tasks/activities/exercises. You
will find matching questions, finding synonyms / antonyms, phrasal verbs, multiple
shades of meanings, collocations, homonyms, homophones, homographs, idioms, word-
formation activities, etc.
Grammar: This section contains some grammar tasks/activities/exercises.  You will
find tasks that make the students explore the language.  You will also find activities
that help students identify grammatical errors and edit  them.
Writing: This section contains some written discourses that help students write
conversations, descriptions, narratives / stories, messages, e-mails, SMSes, diary entries,
letters, paragraph, an essays, biographical sketches, songs / poems and some other
discourses.  You will also find some tasks that need group discussion, collation of
information from various sources, and then writing a piece collaboratively.
Study Skills:  This section contains some tasks/activities/exercises to improve study
skills.  You will find some verbal and nonverbal activities like pie charts, bar diagrams,
tables, advertisements, dictionary entries, route maps, etc. These activities  help children
interprete, analyze and transfer the data, and use the language appropriately.
Listening: This section contains a  listening text (given in Appendix-I) and a few
tasks/activities/exercises to improve speaking and listening competencies.  You will
find some listening comprehension questions, and questions that call for the students’
reflection on what they have listened to.
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Oral Activity: This section contains some oral discourses to improve speaking
competencies.  In this section you will find some oral activities that encourage the
children to participate in the conversations, discussions, debates, compering, presenting
reports,  speeches, etc.
Project:  This section contains one or two projects related to the theme of the unit.
They require students to find resources, to work out the task i.e. collection, analysis and
interpretation of data, to prepare a report and to present their findings before the class.
Self -Assessment Checklist: The checklist given at the end of each unit helps the learner
to assess his / her own learning. The self-assessment tools reflect all the sections in a
unit. This check list also helps the teacher to assess the learning levels of children.

The Assessment
Language learning is a continuous process.  Assessment is not an activity distinct

from learning. Since learning is facilitated through group discussions, pair discussions and
individually, assessment also operates at the individual level, in peers and in groups. This
will help the learners to compare their strengths and weaknesses and make modifications
in their learning. We propose Continuous and Comprehensive Assessment at all levels of
language learning.

CCE is an attempt to shift from rote-learning to constructing knowledge and applying
it as and when required. CCE is an ongoing process and is an integral part of the lesson. At
every point of classroom transaction, we will have to assess what the child has learnt for
which the same  activities that are used for teaching / learning are used. The questions in the
examination paper shall not simply be based on information given in the textbooks but shall
create slots for the learner to use language in a meaningful way applying what she has
learnt. So ‘mugging up’ by the student will not be of any use to him or her.
Types of Assessment
There are two types of assessment. 1. Formative Assessment 2. Summative Assessment
Guidelines for Formative Assessment
Formative assessment is done based on four tools that cover all the language competencies
(Academic Standards). These are:

1. Read and Reflect 2. Written Works 3. Project Work 4. Slip Test
Teacher has to assess the performance of the learners for each term. 20 marks allotted

for Formative test in which 5 marks are allotted for each tool. This is not a single day
activity; it is a cumulative account of what has happened in day- to-day class room transaction.
Criteria for awarding marks under each tool:
Read and Reflect : The child has to read one reading text (other than text book) such as
story, news report, article etc. Children have to read, comprehend and express their opinion
in oral and written.  The oral and written reflections are the evidences for awarding marks.
Written Works : This is with regard to: 1. Exercises given in the text book, 2. Discourses
assigned to individuals during classroom transaction. 3. Answers to a few extrapolating questions.
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The facilitator has to go through the written works and award marks based on the
children’s performance in view of the presentation of their own thoughts with well formed
sentences.

The child has to maintain 2 note books.  The first one is meant for read and reflect,
project work and slip test. The second one is exclusively for written works.

Projects: The oral and written performance of children which cover all the academic
standards  / learning outcomes should be considered while awarding marks in various
stages i.e.  planning, execution, analysis and interpretation of data, report writing and
presentation with feedback.

Slip Test: This test should be conducted without giving any prior notice to children. This
test should cover the targeted discourses (by taking two / three targeted discourses  in
each formative assessment). This practice will help children in attempting the written
discourses in Summative Tests successfully. The teacher may conduct the slip test for
20 marks so as to cover more number of questions.  Finally it has to be reduced to 5
marks.

Teacher’s unit cum period plan should reflect children’s oral performance.

Summative Assessment

There will be a Summative Assessment after every term. The test is for 100
marks. Out of these, 20 marks are allotted for Formative assessment and 80 marks are
allotted for written test.

The average marks of Formative 1 and 2 should be added to first Summative-I.
The average marks of four Formative tests should be added to final Summative-II (Public
exam).

As CCE is a school based assessment, every school should prepare their own
question papers for summative assessment.

The following are the domains of assessment for both papers.

1. Oral performance (10 marks)

2. Reading comprehension (25 marks)

3. Vocabulary and grammar (20 marks)

4. Conventions of writing & spelling (5 marks)

5. Creative writing (Discourses) (20 marks)

Note: The marks (10) allotted for oral performance in summative assessment are based
on the children oral performance during the period of particualar summative assessment.

The teachers unit cum period plan should be the evidence for awarding the marks.

Details of the Major and Minor written Discourses included in the summative
assessment under the domain of creative expression.
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Sl. No. Group A
1
2
3

Message
Notice
Diary

Group B
Poster
Invitation
Profile

Minor discourses:

4 Slogan Placard

Major discourses:

Sl. No. Group A

1

2
3

4

Story / Narrative

Conversation
Description

Play / Skit (script)

Group B

Biography

Essay
Letter

New report

5 Interview Speech (script)

Targeted discourses with indicators/ features
Conversations: contains dialogues with ten to twelve exchanges - proper sequence of exchanges
- sustaining the conversation with  social norms  - discourse markers (well, precisely, etc.) -
dialogues apt to the context -  appropriate cohesive devises - voice modulation
Descriptions: description of objects/ things/persons creating vivid images - variety of sentence
forms -  proper sequence of  the ideas -  personal reflections on the event or person -
appropriate cohesive   devices.
Poems / Songs: suitable structural patterns. - rhyme scheme - specific patterns (rhythm /
structure /metre / music / theme, etc.) -  expressing emotions and reflections – use of  images,
thoughts and feelings  - use of  figures of speech - assonance and alliteration -  point of view.
Narrative/Story: sequence of events and dialogues – evoking of sensory perceptions and
emotions - images, setting and other details - use characterization – coherence - point of view
Diary: expression of  personal reflections, thoughts and feelings – use of variety of sentences
- use  of language appropriate to the mood - self criticism and future plans - point of view-
coherence
Letter: appropriate language to the context - appropriate format, layout and conventions –
expressing ideas sequentially - use of persuasive language -  maintaining coherence
Messages/e-mail/SMS: relevant ideas to the context – maintaining brevity – use of
conventions,  layout and format – appropriate  language  to the content and context.
Notice /Poster / Ads / Invitation: occasions and purposes showing the context details of
venue, date, time, salutation, invitation, programme -  persuasive language - organisation,
layout and design – maintaining brevity–design and graphics – rhythm in language  (for ads)
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Slogans/Placards: appropriate to the context - maintaining brevity and rhythm
Drama/Skit: dialogues relevant to the context with emotions and feelings - stage directions,
movements and settings - dramatic conflict: beginning, rising actions and ending - reference
to costumes and props – dramatisation - theatrical performance like dialogue delivery,
actions, stage sense, costumes, etc..
Compeering: arrangement of the programme sequentially as required by the context –
presenting the background - highlighting the persons and the events -  reviews and reflections
relevant to the context – use of polite and entertaining expressions - following the conventions
of the stage - use of spontaneous language  in a lively manner – modulation of  voice in an
appealing way.
Choreography: identification of the main theme and stanza wise themes - bringing  out a
single and multiple themes - identification and sequences of actions of the protagonists
(main characters) – identification and sequence of  actions of the chorus - maintaining proper
layout of script – performance of  the actions of the protagonist and the chorus.
Essay (All types): title, introduction, thesis statement, body and conclusion - appropriate
paragraphing with main ideas - supporting details and examples –organization of  ideas and
use of cohesive devices - maintaining coherence -  point of view.
News report / Report: appropriate headline - lead sentence (five W’s) - body of the news
- organisation and use of cohesive devices – coherence - reporting style (reported speech,
passivization, appropriate tense) - point of view
Speech: makes speeches /talks contextually - organisation of ideas – use of   argumentative/
persuasive / interactive language to substantiate views and ideas – use of discourse markers–
citation of examples, quotations, etc - coherence, voice modulation and body language.
Review: states the context of the review (story/novel/drama/essay/film) - highlights and
comments on certain features of the item reviewed (e.g. characters/theme/setting /events/
turning points etc.) – brevity - citation from the text to substantiate the point. (authenticity)-
making personal impressions – maintaining coherence.
Debates and Discussions: expression of  ideas as main points and sub points – presentation
of  arguments in a sequential order - citing suitable examples, quotations, and evidences –
defending one’s own point of view and rebutting opponent’s point of view – use of  discourse
markers for agreeing, disagreeing, substantiating, enumerating,  etc..  – use of polite
expressions respecting other’s views – use of  logical and emotional appeals.
Biographical sketch/Profile/Autobiography: Details of the person - presentation of  relevant
ideas and information - organization of the data – interpretation of  data and drawing inference
- reflections, thoughts and feelings - anecdotes, events, achievements - point of view -
organisation and the use of cohesive devices – maintaining coherence and flow.
Interview: Proper introduction and beginning – Discourse markers – Questions relevant to
the context and the responses – Appropriate closing – Appropriate Cohesive devises –
Following social norms – Apt. responses – Ten/twelve exchanges.

*****
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