


old priests who had come there earlier in the day. One of the priests splashed soup on the restaurant walls.
Valentin continues to follow their trail via a market stall and a restaurant with a broken window. The priest
had upset the apples in the market stall and had changed price labels of oranges and nuts. At the other
restaurant, he had increased the amount on the bill and broken a window deliberately. Eventually, Valentin
isled to Hampstead Heath. There he finds the simple looking priest along with another man. Valentin is sure
that this man is Flambeau. Valentin and two officers follow him and overhear the following conversation
between them.

Then, with brow still bent and without changing by the faintest shade of his attitude or voice, Flambeau
said:

"Just hand over that sapphire cross now. We're all alone here, and I could tear you to pieces like a straw
doll."

The calm voice and attitude added a strange violence to that shocking change of speech. But the little
priest only turned his head slightly. He still seemed to have a somewhat foolish face turned to the stars.
Maybe hehad not understood. Or, maybe, he had understood and sat frozen with fear.

"Yes," said the tall priest, in the same low voice and in the same still posture, “yes, lam Flambeau."

Then, after a pause, he said:

"Come, give me that cross.”

"No," said the other, and the reply had an odd sound.

Tothisreply, the great robberleaned back in his seat and laughed low butlong.

"No," he cried, "you won't give it me, you proud priest. You won't give it me, you little foolish man. Shall I
tellyou why you won't give it me ? Because I've got it already in my own pocket."

The small priestreplied, "Are....are you sure ?"

Flambeau yelled with delight. "My goodness!! Yes, you turnip, I am quite sure.  had the sense to make a
duplicate of the right parcel. Now, my friend, you've got the duplicate and I've got the jewels. An old trick,
Father Brown-averyold trick."

"Yes," said Father Brown, "Yes, I've heard of it before."

The master criminal leaned over to thelittle rustic priest with a sort of sudden interest.

"Youhaveheard of it ?" he asked. "Where have you heard of it ?"

"Well, I mustn't tell you his name, of course," said the little man simply. "He was a person who had come
for confession, you know. He had lived prosperously for about twenty years entirely on duplicate brown
paper parcels. And so, you see, that’s how I began to suspect you."

"Began to suspect me ?" repeated the outlaw sharply. "Did you really have the stomach to suspect me just
because I brought you up to this field ?"

"No, no," said Brown as if he was sorry. "You see, I suspected you when we first met. It's that little bulge up
the sleeve. I know you people have the spiked bracelet there."

"How in the world," cried Flambeau, "did you ever hear of the spiked bracelet 2"

"Oh, one's little flock, you know!" said Father Brown, rather blankly. "When I served in Hartlepool, there

were three of them with spiked bracelets. So, as I suspected you from the first, don't you see, I made sure that
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the cross should go safe, anyhow. I watched you, you know. So at last I saw you change the parcels. Then,
don'tyousee, I changed them backagain. And thenIleft the right one behind."

"Leftitbehind ?" repeated Flambeau, and for the first time his victorious tone was gone.

"Well, it was like this," said the little priest, speaking in the same casual way. "I went back to that sweet-
shop and left the original parcel with the cross there. I asked the lady to mail it to my friend in Westminster
when she found it.

Then he added rather sadly: "I learnt that, too, from a poor fellow in Hartlepool. He used to do it with
handbags he stole at railway stations, but he's in a monastery now." he added, rubbing his head again
asifhewassorry. "We can'thelp being priests. People come and tell us these things."

Flambeau tore a brown-paper parcel out of his inner pocket and tore it to pieces. There was nothing but
paper and sticks of lead inside it. He sprang to his feetand cried:

"I don't believe you. I don't believe a fool like you could manage all that. You have still got the cross, and if
youdon'tgiveit up, I'll takeitbyforce!"

"No," said Father Brown simply, and stood up also, "you won't take it by force. Firstly, because I really
haven'tstill gotit. And, secondly, because we are not alone."

Flambeau stopped immediately.

"Behind that tree," said Father Brown, pointing, "are two strong policemen and the greatest detective alive.
How did they comehere, do you ask? I brought them, of course ! Howdid I doit? Why, I'll tell you if you like !
Lord bless you, we have to know twenty such things when we work among the criminal classes ! Well,Iwasn't
sure you were a thief. So I just tested you to see if anything would make you show yourself. A man generally
makes a small scene ifhe finds salt in his coffee; ifhe doesn't, he has some reason for keeping quiet. I changed
the salt and sugar, and you kept quiet. A man generally objects if his bill is three times too big. If he pays it,
hehas some motive for passing unnoticed. I increased your bill, and you paid it."

The world seemed waiting for Flambeau to leap like a tiger. But he was held back as by a spell; he was
stunned with utter curiosity. Words spilled out his mouth, “I'd rather die than be tricked by alittle priest.”

"Well," went on Father Brown, "as you wouldn'tleave any tracks for the police, of course somebody had to.
At every place we went to, I did something that people would talk about for the rest of the day. I didn't do
much harm--a splashed wall, spilt apples, a broken window; but I saved the cross. It is at Westminster by
now."

"How doyouknow all these criminal tricks ¢" cried Flambeau.

The shadow of a smile crossed the round, simple face of his priestly opponent.

"Oh, by being a foolish priest, I suppose," he said. "Don’t you realize that a man who simply hears men's
real sins is likely to be aware of all human evil ? Also, another part of my trade, too, made me sure you weren't
apriest."

"What ?" asked the stunned thief.

"Youattacked reason," said Father Brown. "It'sbad theology."

Andashe turned away to collect his things, the three policemen came out from under the trees. Flambeau
was an artistand a sportsman. He stepped back and grandly bowed down to Valentin.

"Do notbow tome, myman," said Valentin with silver clearness. "Let us both bow to our master."
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C.1.3 Number the incidents in the story 'The Blue Cross' correctly:
* Valentin and the policemen catch Flambeau.
» Father Brown reveals how he saved the blue cross.
 Father Brown breaks the window of a restaurant.
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 Father Brown arrives in England with the blue cross.

* Flambeau joins Father Brown dressed as a priest.

» Flambeau and Detective bow to the master.

* Valentin picks up the track of two priests.

 Father Brown splashes soup on the wall of a restaurant.
* Father spills apples at a market stall.

* Valentin spots two priests at Hampstead Heath.

» Flambeau reveals himselfto Father Brown.
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C.1.4 Work with a friend. Given below are three tricks that Father Brown learnt from his
experience as a priest. Find the relevant passages in the text and write down what Father
Brown did for that.

Example : Doing something that people would talk about all day : For this Father Brown

splashed water on the wall of a restaurant. He also broke a window. These tracks helped
Detective Valentin follow them.

1. Exchanging duplicate for original object:

2. Criminals generally wear spiked bracelets

3. Leaving the stolen goods with a stranger. The stranger then sends it to our destination

Which trick helped Father Brown save the blue cross?

C.1.5 Father Brown is addressed using many ways in the story. For example — Flambeau
addresses him as “you little foolish man”. Now, find three other phrases used to refer to
Father Brown:(individual work)

1
2

3
Can you find a way Flambeau is addressed?

C.1.6 Here are some sentences that talk about Father Brown’s competence as a crime solver.
Rank them from 1 to 5. Discuss your responses in class:

» Father Brown was a keen observer of people.

Father Brown was a quick thinker.

Father Brown used his knowledge to find out what someone really was.

Father Brown had the intelligence to do his job and save himself.

Father Brown knew his own strengths and weaknesses. He made his plan of action
accordingly.
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F.3

F.4

Think of two movies you like. Now ask four of your classmates to decide which film they’d
rather watch. The rule of the activity is that they have to answer in the given format or you
can’trecord their response.

Movies Names of Friends

They like to watch

of my choice

You will ask:

Which movie would you rather watch, or ?
Their response:

I’d rather watch because

How many friends would like to watch the movie you like? write their names in the above table.

You can record responses in your notebook if you need more space. Talk to as many
friends as you can.

Would you do the same or would you rather do something else?

1. Tehmina is 14 years old. She has really long hair. Everyone at school teases her because of
her hair. She has decided to to go for a hair cut.

Your response:

2. Mitesh has scored very high marks in his tenth standard board exam. His father wants him to
become a doctor. His mother wants him to become an engineer. His sister wants him to
become an artist. He can’t decide what he should do. His best friend wants to take up
Psychology. So, he selects Psychology.

Your response:

3. Rashmi is an 11th standard student. She is good in all her subjects except Physics. She gets
very confused in Physics. Her tuition teacher also keeps scolding her because of it. So, she
stops attending Physics tuitions.

Your response:

4. Shanta and her friend Chris are going to school on a two wheeler. Their exams are going on.
Shanta, in a hurry, doesn’t realise that an old lady is crossing the road. She dashes into her.
The old lady falls down unconscious. Shanta and Chris decide to call 108 but leave
immediately because they don’t want to be late for their exams.

Your response:
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