
Interchange of Exclamatory
and Assertive Sentences 22

Exclamatory Sentence ~ <3iT~"l'f (Surprise), ~ (Happiness), ~:lSf

(Sorro"),,~ (Pleasure), ~?.1' (Anger),~ (Hate), ::r~tBr (Admiration),

~ ~ (Strong desire)~'e€r~ (E>.pl'ession) mm ~, ~ ci>
~"tlR ~ ful~~~~ %" ~ W ~ i1' '3~ ~:mm %-~
~ qt"~ %. How fast he mn'5 !~ ~ ciT mil-mil ~ ~ ~ ~ #
Clll?~ ~-'~ ~ ~~ ~'-"He runs very fast' om ~ qcp Assertive

Sentence %I~~ Exclamatory Sentences rt~~,~ti ,I~ qir~

~ Assertive Sentences if Transform~~ ~ I Transformation $t nr
~ #~ ;ftir~ ~ Rules~ rm <P-
l. Exclamatory Sentence cia: What/ How 4T Such B W fT. ffi i3"# Assertive

i'j tranSForm~ "l'f"l1q ~ ~ ~ fcn What/I--IO\v 4T Such of; ~
Adjective ~ <IT • oun. '-If.t Noun ~ ri'T How /What <:IT Such ett ~
>:n: 'great, fine, lovely, wonderful, strange, peculiar, terrible~ i'j i1'
~ ~ Adjective q:)f wWr ~ Sentence if Subject + Verb + Object +

Complcmentof; word-order qir follow oHM ~ I -qft \\'hat/Hovv' 4T Such

oS ~ Adjective( Adverb ~ ill What (How <:IT Such etr~ 'n 'very' Cf,j

w:fT7T CO{ Sentence if '3'i'f( ~ 1'f1Z \-vord-order qir follow~ t 1rB-
EXclamatory Assertive

What a fine picture it is! n is a very fine picwre.
What a lovely g:ardenit is! It is a very love~y garden.

H-ow beautiful she looks! She look'! very beautiful.

How fast he runs! He runs very fast.

What a scene it is! It is a wonderful/strange/lovely scene.
What a coward you are! You are a great coward.
What a piece of work is man ! Man is a strange piece of work.

2. ~-q)l:fr Exclamatory Sentence i'j Subject lim Verb~ @ ~ I i'J;ID fkWr
if transform CIi"r€i~~~ i1' 03ITCT~4q)1Ij-"11{ Suitable Subject am
Verb r:nr ::r<irT ffim ;jfffiT %; GrB-
Excl1ui:tato1'y ASsertive
How nice I It is very nice.
How terrIble (~) ! It is very terrible.

What a faU (rrfFf) ! It is/was a greatfbig/terrible- fall.

Such.a place! It is: a lovely place.
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-'lor) High SdloulEnglish Gnl1T1111ilr

3. "I:lft Exclamatory Sentence Would that; 0 that; Oh that! Oh for / If I could

only / If I vI/ere~ if iT Fctm~ B~ l?!, ffi Assertive if Transform~

f!l1<1" Sentence normally Twish <IT Tearnestly desire ir~~ '31Tffi g- I i'tff
Sentences ir~~~ %" fciJ ~~~ c.<:fCffi etr '31T <:tt ~: ~-

-E.Xdamalory Assertive-
U I were a milltonairel 1:wish that I were a millionaire.
(~if~mr.t)

a that he were my faithful friend r I wish that he were 1T1ytaithful friend,

Would thut he werEY<llive 1 I -earnestly desire that he were .alive.

Oh that I had not wasted my time I wish that I had not wasted m:o time
when I w<'!-s yoaM ! when I wasyow1g.
ff only I could gain the first prize r f ea-rnestly desire to gain the first prize.

all for a~randbuilding to liw in! I wish I had a grandbuilding to liV'e in.

a for a cup of tea! T wish £01' a-A1p of tea. or;

1wish that"I coald get a cup of tea.

Ifthat Tcould get a job! I eame~y-Wish (~trQnglyde;ire) that
I c0uld get a job.

4. ~ Exclamatory Sentences Infinitive (to + V1)"€r W ~% I% !tis strange;

surprising! sad + that clause c1i form if Transform fcl;<:rr ;:;mrr %" 11ffi-

Excl<uttatofy t\$S~tive·

To think of your coming here so Tt 1-s strange (surprl.sing)that you should
SOOD, ! C01ne here so SQon.

To -think ofhili untimely death! It is sad to -think of Ws untimely death.

To th~ of your fQ1"g~tting your It is surpristng that yOu should forget
father's-hame! yOUT father's name.

5. 'QB Exclamatory Sentences of, ciT 'l:fTlT iffi 'g .3fn: -et .And' "€r ~m 'if I Q:#
Sentences'R transformation P3 "lTcF:l:' ir"ffi 'k-rt is '1- adjective (strange;

astonishing / shocking) + that clause containing should; ~-

E¥PtamatoO' Asserl:iv.e
A fireman and afraid of sparks! It is strange I astonishing thatf} fireman

should be "afraid of sparks. ar,

A fire lUaJ;\. should not qe ilfraid of sparks.

Such a man and my £riehd ! It i~ shocking that such a man should be
my friend.

6. ~ Exclamatory Sentences Hmv ~ Adjective - of B W iffi %I ~

Assertive if transform~ cf,t >ffi:p:[T ~ f.'1'4f'''',fi$l;;"1 Examples B~-

Exclamal0tY
Hm~ foolish of me to help him !

How kind ofhim to help-me!

Assertive
I was £nolish enougl1 to help him.

He was kind enough, to help me.
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Interchange af EX,c)ilmatory and AssertivE' Sentences 401

How cunnii1g of you to dleat your You were cUlUung eno~gh to cheat
frien.d ! YOUI' friend,

7. ~ Exclamatory Sentences las (rrq) "?r W mit %I ~ Sentences <!?r
Assertive it transform~ ell fu'tz sense ell~ It is extremely sad/It

is sad to think # W fu><:rr :rmn ~: 3r"?r-
E.xcIamatory Assertive

Alas that he is ruined! It is sad to think that he is 1"t.Iined,

Alas that she died so young! It is extremely sad to th:ink that she
died SO young,

From Assertive to Exclamatory

Assertive Sentences <€t Exclamatory Sentences it transform <!>B cf; ~
\3l3~ ell ircn .~"'~i ~~ ~ ::;fr~ Exclamatory Sentences-.iT

Assertive if transform~ $" fut:1;~ :mm %I -;ftir fa:l1: 'll:l: Examples oii
~··3p:r;:f[ concept dear~-

Assertive Exclamatory
It was a great victmy. What a victory it was!

She is a peculiar woman, What a woman she is J

He has very noble ideas. What noble ideas he ha

I wish that 1 '" ere 1"ich. 0 that I were rich!
I wish that I could get a glass of luice, 0 for a glass ot juice!

It is sad (to thin.k) thatwe lost the match. Alas that 'we lost the match!

It is sad that he should die young. Alas that he should die yOlmg !

It is indeed a great disaster. Cood heavens! What a disaster!

Man is a strange piece of work. What a piece c,)f work is man!

It is very funny. How funny!

1wouldsaqificeanything to defeat
him.
A princess I must have, even at the
cost ofm

J
kingdom.

Some MOTe Examples

Assertive
Tt is a matter of contempt that you
are a traitor.

It is a malier t TOy that ,·\le have
won the match.

1t isa matter ofpraise that /ou have
done well

cannot It is too late for you to participate.

A p.rincess ! A princess! My kin8"do:m
for a pri.ncess.

Too late! Too late! you
participate!
What would I not sacrifice to defeat
him!

Exclamatory

Fie! Fie! you are a traitor~ iItt}.

Hurrah! we have 'Non the nlatch.

Bra '0 ! you have done well.
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402 Hil;h Schoof English Grammar

ElrOantafory
Death before dishonour (~) !

A teacher and afraid of teaching!

Had 1 but come one hour sooner!

What sweet delight a pro"sperous life
brings I

How dark the night is !
v\'hat fools "we have been!

What acre ture!

What an excuse 1

Would that she were m~' beloved!
o that Twere child again ~

o for a bottle of wine!

o if orily I covId raise the C1.1 rtain and
look inside!

If only I could find my lost love!

To think of him staying here!

A farmer and afraid of oxen!

Such. a boy and my student!

How clever of him to cheat her!

Alas ! He is no more.

Hurrah! we have defeated that team.

o what a fall there was, my friend !

That he should dare to oppose me !

How selfish ofhim to cheat his friend!

How fooli:;h ofme to give him my pen J

Alas! She is ruined.

Alas thatpeople shouId die of cholera!

Bravo! We wqn the race.

Assertive
Tt is better to die than to be
dishOTwured.

It is a pity that a teacher should be
afraid of teaching.

I wish1 had come one h.our sooner.

A prosperous ille brings a very
sweet deHght.

The night is very dark..
We have been big fools.

This is a peculiar I strange creature.

It is a lame excw;e.

r wish she were my beloved.

I wish I were child again.

I wish I had a bottle of Wine.

t wiSh I could raise the curtain and
look insi.de,

J earnestly desIre to fin my lost
love. or, Tvvish I could find my lost
love. 01; r should very much like to
fii"id my lost love.

rt is strange that he should stay here.

It is-slrange that a farmershould be
afraid t;1f oxen.
[t is shocking thatJmc1, a boy should
be my student.

He waS clever enough to cheather.
It is sad that he is no mote.

It is a matter of great ioy that we
have defeated that team.

That was a terrible fail, m.y friend.

Tt is strange that he should dare to
oppose me.

He was selfish enough to cheat his
friend.

I was foolish enough to give him
my pen .
It is sad that she is ruined.

It is extremely sad, to think that
people- should die of cholera.

It is a matter of praise that we won
the race.

www.cl
as

sro
om

no
tes

.in



Interchang~~ of Exclamatory and Assertive Sentences 403

Exclamatory
O-that I -could get one mOl1e clmnce ,
or, 0 for tOh for one more chance !
.or, IfQnlyTcould get onemo.re thance !

To think of their quarrell:ing nere !

A fishel'tnan and afraid otfishing !

WeD done!

Horrible 1

Wonderful!

A beautiful house tQJive in !

Ifonly Tcouldseehim to congratulate
him on his success!

ASsetItve
I wish I could getone more chance.

It isstrange that they should quarrel
here.
rt is astonishing that a fisherman
should be afr-aid of fishing.

It is w-ell done.
It is horrible.
ltis wonderful.
It is a beautiful nouse to Hve in.

IwishlcouldSii!e himto congratulate
l)jn't on lUs success.

Bxercise ~ 1

(A) Transform the following ExclamatoTX Sentenoes into Assertive 5entences­

1_ l;\'hat <l beautiful garden it is!

2_ What a ch"anning sight (ip") that was!

:.'. How big the ship is !

4. What a terrib'le storm I

5. How fast he drives I

6. How stupid he is!

,.. How fearful was the sigh~ of the devastated (~) city!

A. 'Nhat a man he is I

':i. How fine a day!

10. What a lovely baby I

11. How wonderful !

12. Would that I had not wasted my time!

13. 0 that I were a cmld again!

14. Oh that I had not touched the electric wire'

15. 0 for a cup of milk!

16. 0 for the wings of a dtlve (rf¥1i/rF,T?SffT) ,
17_ Oh for a good job!

18. 0 jf only I could attend the meeting I

19. If only I could find my lost son!

20. To think of your coming here!

(8) Transform the following Exclamatory Sentences into Assel"tive Sentences-

1. An S.P and afraid of criminals!
2. A thief and so bold !

3. Such a man and the Headmaster of a government school!
4. Ho", kind of you to co-operate me!

5_ How silly (~) of yOll to wear such a coat!
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404 High School English Grammar

6. Alas, he mel with an accident!

7. To think thaI he should be t'O mean (7'qTlifj;ft=J) ~

8. 0 that it were not cloudy today'
9. How cruel I

10. \Nhat difficult questions h<:ls the examiner set!
11. VVould that you were true to your word!

12. Disgusti ng (F[fUrn;J !
13. Good!
14. 'V\'ould thilt I were a strong milD I

15. Alas that m.y best friend is no more!
16. Hurmh J The shield is ours.
17. Too late I Too late! She is now no more.

18. 0 wh<Jt misery (c<1eJT) awaits (JITfrm) a wasted youth.
19. So dishonest and a priest ~

20. A beggar and so rich!

Exercise: :2

Transform the followmg Assertive sentences into Exclamatory Sentences-
1. It is a matter of joy that 'we have answered all t11e questions.

2. It is a matter of contempt (~) that you are a robber.
3. It is sad that he is no morc.

4. He is cunning enough to cheat me.
5. He was kind enough to feed the poor.
6. It is strange that a doctor should be afraid of patients.

7. I have a keen (~desire to stand first.

8. ] earnestly (TiYfn:) desire to hold this post.

9. It is shocking that such a man should be my guide ('fT*~fq;).

10. [ lVi~h that I had a beautiful house to live in.
11. It is very fi ne.
12. It is disgustig.
13. I wish that I could gd a glass of milk.
14. She has very beautiful eyes.
15. He is a strange man.
16. I strongly desire thilt I could get a job.
17. It is a beautiful flower to look at.
18. It is well done.
19. It is horrible.
20. I would give <lway my kingdom for a hors€'.
21. It is 5<ld that he has failed ag<lin.
22. 1t is sad to think that he should die so young.
23. It is a wonderful house.
24. Man is a wonderful piece of work.

25. I 'wish that J wcre a. leader.

***
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