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Preface

Legal Studies was introduced in the year 2013 not only to allow flexibility in the choice of 
electives but to foster the interest of students in legal concepts, functioning of legal institutions, 

modes of legal reasoning as well as to provide them with the opportunity to examine a range of 
legal issues in their socio-economic contexts. As an introductory textbook of legal studies, the goal 
of this book is to engender an understanding of the effect that law has on different facets of social 
life. Students are expected to gain desirable levels of competencies by becoming familiar with 
not only how, but also why the law has become such a crucial part of our lives and learning about 
how law provides order and stability while also adapting to changing needs of Indian society. 
The suggestions and the opinion of experts in the field about the first edition have also been taken 
into account for revising it. The second edition have updated Acts and Laws such as Consumer 
protection act, RTI, POSH Act 2013 alongwith updated court cases. 
 
The units guide the student from an overview of the rationale behind the structure of the Indian 
legal system to a discussion of some major areas of the legal system. In each unit, a student will 
learn about fundamental legal concepts and principles and the scope of their application. Unit 
1 and 2 provide an introduction to Political Institutions and Basic Features of the Constitution 
of India, detailing the manner in which law is created and administered, need and relevance of 
fundamental rights and duties and writ jurisdictions of different courts. Unit 3 and 4, concentrate 
on different areas of Jurisprudence and Nature and Sources of Laws by exploring basic principles 
and terminology. A complete chapter on Cyber Laws has been incorporated in view of the massive 
increase in cyber transactions and related issues during the last few years.  Unit 4 addressing the 
structure and roles of Constitutional, Civil, and Criminal Courts, has been updated by adding 
content on Criminal law. Unit 5 deals with another important branch of the Legal system concerning 
with the Family Justice System providing information on various avenues to seek help and resolve 
issues swiftly and with the minimum of pain caused to those involved.
 
The revised textbook offers newer practical strategies to guide the teachers in planning effective 
teaching-learning tasks for their students. I record my sincere gratitude to the experts associated 
with revision and vetting work.

I sincerely hope that with the availability of the revised edition, teachers will be able to impart an 
understanding of legal concepts in a more up-to-date manner.  Comments for further improvement 
of the textbook are always welcome.

Dr Vineet Joshi
Chairman CBSE
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