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B. R. AMBEDAKAR
, Ambedkar's life sketh

- Vievr's on caste systent

i) deconstruclion of sccialsystem
r) Ambedkar,s debate with Gandhi

- Ambedkaas concept of Dalat revolution
, Anrbedkar's concept of oeriocra,jy

Amhedkar's views on slate
Ambedkar s ideas on socialism

Ambedkar's vlews on !i/ornen
, Antbedkar as a constitution make.

Ambedkar as a political leaders
Life skctch of Ambedkar

Arnbedkar championed the cause of dattts and iought fo. therr crnancipation.
Nehru considered him as a symbol of revoluticn aga,nst oppressive features of
tlin.l rcon.ty M V. pvtee consjdercd him as moJ, rn ![r .

Ambedkar belonged to fllah3r oaste i.t lovr'a]i aaste in h4alrarashira. []esprle
helonging to iower caste he got an opportunity io shrdy abroad. lle studied law and
came to be regarded as most educatcd inan in Bombny *e was arso erecied ro
Bomba\,, I egi:jlatiie Assembly.

His activities

First Phase: llis ir.itial work included organisatioo of untouchables throLrgh
newspapers and depressed class cooferences He brought petitions to Biitish
government for including situations of untouchables and promotion of their
edu/ dr. .n

Second phase: in 1g27 Bombay legislative assembly passed an order aitowing
untouchables to drink water f.om public ponrjs. This was resisted by caste Hindus. ln
ille same year in 2,,c depressed class conference he burnt l\,4aousmruti. Ihis
confeTence marks the beginning of ackoowleclge[)ent of Ambedkar as a leader of
untouchables.

Third phase: Anlbedkar started becoming hiqhly crltical of caste Hindus
congress. ll-a startecl aajvocatiig sleparate represcnr.irlron tor dalit.
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opposed by Gandhi candhi-Ambedkar divide on the issue of untouchables becanle
prominent Amlledkar signed poona pact wrth candl;i in r9l2 161q1 6n pl.
acknowiedged his act as a great sentimental blunder. From i942 to 19.1r:j he was
highly critical of congress

Fourth phase. Towards the dawn of independence we see a change in vrev"s of
Arnbedkar He left the demand for separate electorate. f.le co operated \rith
.ongress tn the formation of constilution. He was nominated as, a chatrman of
Drafiirg Comrnittee t{e became flrst Law Minister. This phase is known as phasc of
political defeat of Ambedkar

Fifth phase: He became disillusioned with congress He resigned from gcvernment
as protest against the defeat oi Hindu code Bill in the hands of caste hinclus He
realized that there is no soldion to the problem of untouchabiliiy and caste system.
Later on he conveded himself into Buddhism in 1956_

Ambedkar's perspective/School of thought Ambedkar was pnmanly a liberal
ihinker Fle was Buddhist great advocate of rule of law He prcferred constitutional
means for redressal of grievances.

Later on he got influenced by Socia,ism. He felt that untjl and unless sociai
democracy is not estabrished, poriticar democracy wil not €xist His sociarism [/as

" ^ outdic S, c dltsm.

Ambedkar felt that cause of untouchables can be promoted ontv hy
Lrntouchables. Ilis strategy included a nrix of locial upliftntent, political enlightenment
and spiritual awakening of untolchables

Ambcdkar's view on caste systemj

Doconstruction ot caste systcm:

Arnbedkar has attempted an analysrs of H;ndu socio_reliqjoLrs syslem. He was
moved by the inhumane treatment which iris community sutfered in the hands cr
caste hindus. lle felt that lJindu social reformers have fiot done enollsh 1!) re[orfil
llindu social system. Hence situaticn of untouchables has not impi.ove.i. Ihese
refornrers aimed reforming Hindu family. 

.Ihey 
focused on issues like chil.l rncrriage

or wldov'/'s remaniage. They have not attempl_-d tc change caste systcm because
c;lste syslenr,s the ideologlcal foun.iiialon cf Hlirdu s.raiety No dllcrnili r,a! rnil.lr-ia
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rewrite hindu scriptures. He criticized Marxist interpretation of history on two

,roLnds

i) history is progressive and

li) materialastic interprelation of history

Mal](ist unCerstanding is not appltcable tn stu,:lytnq htndu -o.L*iy. lndian
htstory ts not progressive it is rekogressive. B.itish colonialisnt is not responsible for

reko!ression rather Brahmanism is responsible for it The change of varna system
into caste sysiem was the cause of this retrogression. Secondly lntellectual forces

have played an impcrtant role in the formation oi lndian history lt was brahmanic
ideology which shaped the coursb of lndian history. Ambeclkar associates caste
system with endogamy Brahmins started endogamy. Earlier Indian Society was

exogamous_ Other castes followed Brahmins. Endogamy made caste system

enkenched in wake of lMuslim and Christian invasion caste as identity further
strengthened. lndian society was not a cohesive but fragmented socieiy. Caste
system is a pathological system of lndian society which needs to be ireated. lt
requiaes radical restructuring of lndian society lt neeijs to be discaided in a simiar
manner in which proletariats needs to discard capitalism.

ln his book "Annihilation of caste" Ambedkarw.ites lvithout applying dynanriic
to Vedas and Shastrag destrLrction of caste sysie.n is noi possible

Ambedkar dcbate with Gandhi

Both Ambedkar and Gandhi believed that casie system is exploitative and is
not l'le oriqrnal faature oilndidn society.

Views of Gandhi

He felt that Varna system is the original features of hindu system. Varna
systenl ls a division of labour it is a functional specialazation. There is no need of
ending this system. Functional specialization is found in all modern societies. Gandhi
felt tlrat situation of untouchables can be improved within the fotd of hinduism
Gandhi was optimist He felt that egalitarian society {based on justice) is possible in
I iinduism

Views of Arnbedkar
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candhi is talking about textual view which is far from reality Caste system is
a contextual view of rndian society- He criticized Gandhi becaLrse he himserf was not
observing va.na dharm i.e proFession of Vaishya This is proof that varna system is
an idea and caste system is a rearity- rt means caste system is not division of rabour
but unnatural division of labourer Caste systenl is .ascencjing scale of revcrence
(love) and descending scare ;f coniempt." caste system is not based on nalLrrar
aptitude but as social statLls of parents. Hence it is neither good economics nor a
good psychology or good social principle Caste system sLlffers front one sefious
defect i e Kanna theory Karnta theory grves no sLope for change in pr esent ltle of
man llence no scope of improvernent for those performing defiling job Hence onty
annih ldt,on of La .re is the solulton.

k',@-r VAJIRAM & IlAvr

Other views of Ambedkar as caste:

I l^ L on pJred caste sysiem wrth Man,.m ldcotoov ot racism

- . He believes that caste system has denied social jusUce to large nurnber of
people

According to Lord .- ... lnequality is the procluct of history noi phtlosophy
but philosophy of caste talks about inequariry because it is based on chatar
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lle compares hinduism

HindLJism leads to go

studying Vedas.

Hindujsm is adainst fraternity because it considers inter caste marflage as
adLrltery.

llinduism is heaven for superman and hail for masses.

Hinduism is not even opium of masses it separates individual from god lt has
no nourishment for human soul.

Vedas are not product of great intellect but they are product of primitive man.

with Nietzsche's theory of slrperman.

ignorance, it prohibits large number of peopie from

\'9

Religion which regards self respect as sin is not
reljgion which allows to touch animal towl but not
Reii!iious which preaches unlearned man to Temairl

religion bL( sickness. A

fellow being is t tadness

Llnleafi[:d pcor io r.]rrairl
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