
LESSON - 15

THE MISER
Once there was a very rich man. He was a miser. He ate

very cheap food and spent very little money. He lent money
to small shopkeepers at a high interest. In this way he earned
a lot of money. Every morning he went out to see the shop-
keepers and came home at midday.

The miser had a watchman to look after his house.

The watchman lived in a hut near the gate. He liked fish
and his wife cooked it for him every day. The watchman told
his wife, “Cook the fish before midday. Our master will be out
then. He doesn’t eat meat or fish and he will not like the
smell of fish.”

One day, the master came home early. He walked past
the watchman’s hut and caught the smell of fish. It was a
nice smell and he liked it very much.
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That afternoon he called the watchman and asked him,

“What were you cooking today?”

The watchman said quickly, “I won’t do it again, Sir.

Please excuse me.”

The miser said, “Don’t be afraid. I am not angry.”

What was your wife cooking? Please tell me.”

The watchman said, “We were cooking fish.”

The miser said, “Please cook it every day. I like the smell

very much.”

The watchman and his wife thought, “Our master is

mad.” But they cooked fish every day.

After a month, one evening the watchman and his wife

came to see their master.

“Sir, you like the smell of fish,” the watchman said to his

master, “So we cook it every day. But fish is not cheap. It is

very costly. It costs us a lot of money. I earn only thirty

rupees a month. So please give us money for the fish.”

The miser thought for a while. Then he said, “Oh, all

right. Wait here.” He went into his room and shut the door

behind him. He took out some silver coins from a bag. He

dropped them one by one on the floor. The watchman and

his wife heard the tinkle of the coins and were very happy.

They said, “He is going to give us all that money.”
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After some time their master came out and sat down on

a chair. He then asked the watchman and his wife.

“Did you hear the tinkle of the coins?”

“Yes, sir, we did.” Said the watchman.

“Did you enjoy it?” asked the miser.

“Yes, sir,” said the watchman and his wife.

The miser then said, “ Alright, I enjoyed the smell of

your fish and you enjoyed the sound of my coins. I don’t ask

for your fish, so you don’t ask me  for money. Now go away.”
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I. New words

coin, meat, midday, tinkle, while, lend, excuse,

one by one

II. Read  and write

(A) Answer these questions :

1. How was the rich man?

2. Who did he lend money to?

3. What did the watchman’s wife cook everyday?

4. Did the miser like the smell of the fish

5. The miser enjoyed the smell of the watchman’s
fish. What did the watchman and his wife enjoy?

(B) Who said and to whom :

1. “Cook the fish before midday”, ……..…….said to
…………

2. “Please cook it everyday. I like the smell very much.”
………… said to ……………….

3. “He is going to give us all that money.”…….. said
to……………..

4. “Did you hear the tinkle of the coins?”…………. said to
……………

III. Say aloud

miser, shopkeepers, interest, earned, midday, cooked, fish,
walked, liked, excuse, costly, dropped,tinkle,
coins,alright,enjoyed, won’t
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IV. Let’s talk

(1) Work in pairs :

 Ask your friends questions about all the thing she or
he does.

 Use question words such as where, what, how, who,
when, why, (One is done for you).

Ranu : I take my lunch at 12 O’clock

Manju : When do you take your lunch?

Ranu : I play in the ground

Manju : ...............................................

Ranu : I go to school at 9.45 a.m.

Manju : ............................................

Ranu :      I take rest at home on Sunday.

Manju : ................................................

Ranu : Bablu is my brother

Manju : .................................................

V. Vocabulary

meat, while, coin, shut, tinkle, enjoyed, interest,
smell, wait, excuse

1. I felt pity for the beggar and gave him a …….. of five
rupees.

2. I am vegetarian. I don’t eat ……… .

3. The greedy man loves the ………… of coins very much.
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4. Please do not disturb me ……….. I am at work.

5. The student said, “ Sorry, I am late. Please excuse me
this time.

6. Sushant gave a birthday party in the school canteen.
We all …………. it very much.

7. I am not coming today. Please do not …… for me.

8. ………….. the door or any animal may enter the house.

9. I can lend you money at the rate of 12 percent …….

10. I don’t like the strong ……… of garlic.

VI. Vocabulary

(A) Match with the correct antonyms:-(opposites) :

miser — sad

cheap — slowly

quickly — spendthrift

shut — costly

happy — servant

master       — weak

strong         — open

(B) The words in the circle describe  something or
someone in the story.  Name them in the blanks
provided.

Make sentences of your own with the words in the
box.
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VII. Structures in context

(A) Grammar Notes:

At : specific time  : Ex.- 7 O’clock, 8.30 a.m

Holiday period : Ex.- at chrismas. Night

In :        Ex.- Morning. Evening

Year, month. season Ex.- in 1998, in winter

(B) Fill in the blanks using ‘in’ or ‘at’ :

1. Aasim goes to school ............... the morning.

2. Mahak plays with her friends .......... the evening

3. He comes home for lunch .............. midday.

4. His school ends .................. 4 p.m.

5. Bunty wakes up ........ 7 O’clock in morning.

6. My younger brother was born  .......  2006 ....... the
month of January.

7. The train arrived ..... 3.30 pm.

 
Miser 

............... 
Mad 

............... 

Cheap 

............... 
Nice 

............... 

Costly 

............... 
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VII. Fun time

This picture story has been jumbled up. Write
the digit 1 to 4 in the circle to show the correct
sequence of the pictures.
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