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All the questions are compulsory and carry 12.5 marks each.

1. The Gupta Sculpture while depicting devotion to Vishnu, successfully shows
Guptas' exemplary tolerance for both Buddhism and Jainism. Elucidate.
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2. At all times the work of Indian craftsmen has been admired for its delicacy
and skill. In this context, elucidate with examples the artistic achievements
of ancient India.
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3. The socio-cultural regeneration in nineteenth century India was occasioned
by the colonial presence, but not created by it. Comment.
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4. Champaran was the starting point of the strategy that Gandhi_was to
employ over the next 30 years to galvanise millions into one of history’s
biggest mass movements against perhaps the greatest imperial power of all
time. Comment.
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5. Despite many regulations enacted by the British to curb it’'s freedom, the

press in India played a crucial role in strengthening the national movement.

Discuss.
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6. Even after a hundred years of its proclamation the effects of Balfour
Declaration continue to resonate in the Arab-Israeli conflict, Comment.
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7.  Decolonisation was neither an accident nor a product of any grand design,
e :
rather it resulted from the confluence of various local and global factors.
Discuss. i
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8.  The unification of Germany fundamentally reshaped the balance of power in
Eu{_ro_pe. Analyse.
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9. The positions taken by Mahatma Gandhi and Dr. Annie Besant at the
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beginning of 20th century finally evolved to become positions held by
advocates on both sides of the language debate in the country even today.
Eiucidate. o
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10. C. Rajagoplachari argued that a healthy democracy requires an “opposition
that thinks differently and just does not want more of the same”. In light of
the statement assess the historic role played by the Swatantra Party in the
initial years of independent India.
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11. The present form of caste as institution has been shaped both by

developments during the colonial period as well as changes witnessed in
independent India. Discuss.
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12. In the Global Wage Report of International Labour Organisation, India has
the worst levels of gender wage disparity. Cb_nﬁmeniwme
factors that contribute to the existing gender pay gap in India.
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13. Statistics show that child sex ratio is declining though there is an increase in
overall sex ratio. Discuss the reasons that explain this trend. What measures
" have been taken by the government to correct this trend?
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14. Jet streams play a significant role in influencing the weather conditions
across the world. Discuss with special reference to the Indian Monsoon.
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15. Developing hydropower projects in the north-east will help India fulfil its
electricity demand and achieve energy security, however, this potential
remains_untapped. Why? What steps can be taken to overcome these
bottlenecks for effective utilization of this potential?
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16. Account for the distribution of cement industry in India with its factors of
location. Also list the challenges which the industry has been facing lately.
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17. Exploring and mining of polymetallic nodules in the Indian Ocean Basin by
India, though filled with challenges, will be of immense strategic and
commercial value. Elaborate.
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18. Unregulated and nonjudicial usage of groundwater has resulted in declining

groundwater levels as well as quality. In this context, discuss the need for a
dedicated programme for groundwater conservation.
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19. Though Tourism is one of the most important tertiary activity in India, it is
facing a number of challenges. Comment. In this context, explain the
importance of promoting sustainable tourism in India.
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20. Highlight the significance of wetland ecosystems, particularly in the yrban
areas. Also mention the steps that are being taken by the government for

—

integrated management of wetland ecosystems.
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