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5

Popular
Struggles and
Movements

Overview

In the earlier chapters we discussed why power sharing is important

in a democracy and how different tiers of government and various

social groups share power. In this chapter we will carry this discussion

further and see how those who exercise power are constrained by the

influence and pressure exerted on them. Democracy almost invariably

involves conflict of interests and viewpoints. These differences are

often expressed in organised ways. Those who are in power are required

to balance these conflicting demands and pressures.  We begin this

chapter with a discussion of how struggles around conflicting demands

and pressures shape democracy. This leads to an analysis of the

different ways and organisations through which ordinary citizen can

play a role in democracy. In this chapter, we look at the indirect ways

of influencing politics, through pressure groups and movements.

This leads us in the next chapter to the direct ways of controlling

political power in the form of political parties.
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Popular struggles in Nepal and Bolivia
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Political parties and people of Nepal in a rally demanding restoration of democracy in their country

©
 M

in
 B

a
ja

ra
c
h

y
a

2022-23



60

D
e

m
o

c
ra

t
ic

 
P

o
li

t
ic

s


  

     

 
   


 



   

      
   
   

     
       

       














     
 














 
    
     




   
 

     
   

    

      

     



   

    


   
   
    




 

    










2022-23



P
o

p
u

la
r
 
S
t
r
u

g
g

le
s
 
a

n
d

 
M

o
v
e
m

e
n

t
s

61

















     


 


 

  
     

 















Mobilisation and organisations
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Governments initiate schemes and programmes to alleviate the suffering of the poor
and meet their basic needs. But poverty remains in the country. What could be the

reasons for such a situation?
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Pressure groups and movements


   
    



   



     



     


 







    
   

    



Can you identify the
pressure groups
functioning in the news
clippings given here?
What demand are they

making?
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Land rights protest: farmers of West Java, Indonesia. In June 2004,
about 15,000 landless farmers from West Java, travelled to Jakarta,
the capital city. They came with their families to demand land reform, to
insist on the return of their farms. Demonstrators chanted, “No land, No
vote” declaring that they would boycott Indonesia’s first direct
presidential election if no candidate backed land reform.
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Social movements and
pressure groups try to
mobilise citizens in
many ways. The collage
here shows some of
them.
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What are the social movements listed in these news clippings? What efforts are they
making? Which sections are they trying to mobilise?
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Many democratic
governments provide
the Right to Information
(RTI) to the citizens.
The RTI Act, 2005 is a
landmark legislation
passed by our
Parliament. Under this
Act, citizens can seek
information from
government offices
pertaining to different
activities.

Do you think the cartoon
exaggerates the
obstructionist role of
bureaucracy in the
implementation of the
Act?
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This cartoon is called ‘News and No News’.
Who is most often visible in the media?
Whom are we most likely to hear about
in newspapers?
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