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The Serious dearth of library facilities in this country is scarcely keeping with India’s status
in the international community of nations or with her educational and social needs. In this matter.
India compares unfavourably not only with other independent Dominions of the commonwealth but
even with certain British colonies. She possesses only one public library on any considerable size,
and even this institution is inadequate to serve the need of the capital city. Only a few towns can
boast of possessing any library at all. The rural papulation is completely neglected; There are no
travelling libraries to reach them of kind that are to be found even in some backward countries.

The growth of libraries has lagged. Far behind the increase in the number of schools and the
rise in the rate of literacy. The great mass of the people in India do not have the means to buy books
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or even magazines and newspapers; in the absence of sufficient public libraries and reading room,
most of them cannot attain regular reading habits
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