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A Brahman was one day seated in a very sorrowful mood, with one of his cheeks
resting on his palm. An old woman asked him the cause. The Brahman told her his wife was
enciente, and expected to be delivered soon, and as all his former sons had died immediately
after birth, he expected the same calamity soon. The woman said, ""Send for me when she
is about to be confined, and I will help you." On the day of delivery the old woman came,
helped the patient, took the male child in her arms, filled his mouth with butter, covered it
with a white cloth, and handing him to a maid-servant, said, "Take this child to the market
place, and standing on the crossing, say to every Brahman or Sramana you meet, 'this child
salutes you'. When the sun sets bring him back." This was done, and the child lived. He was
named Mahapanchaka. A second son was born, and he was saved in the same way. His
name was Panchaka. After the death of the Brahman, Mahapanchaka became a hermit,
and was soon raised to the rank of an Arhat. Panchaka was a stupid youth and could learn
nothing, so his brother expelled him from the monastery, and he sat crying on the roadside.
The Lord met him in the condition, directed a hermit to instruct him, and soon after ordained
an Arhat.
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