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CULTURE: ANINTRODUCTION

illing, or cultivating or refining and worship. Insumit meanscultivating and refining

athing to such an extent that its end product evokes our admiration and respect.
Thisispracticaly thesameas' Sanskriti’ of the Sanskrit language. Theterm* Sanskriti’ has
been derived fromtheroot *Kri (to do) of Sanskrit language. Threewordscamefromthis
root ‘Kri; prakriti’ (basic matter or condition), ‘ Sanskriti’ (refined matter or condition)
and‘vikriti’ (modified or decayed matter or condition) when * prakriti’ or araw material is
refined it becomes* Sanskriti” and when broken or damaged it becomes* vikriti’.

0 ey

After studying thislesson youwill beableto:

-I-he Englishword‘ Culture’ isderived fromtheLatinterm ‘ cult or cultus meaning
t

understand the concept and meaning of culture;

establishtherelationship between cultureand civilization;
Establish thelink between cultureand heritage;

discusstheroleand impact of cultureinhumanlife.

1.1 CONCEPT OF CULTURE

Cultureisaway of life. Thefood you est, the clothesyou wear, thelanguage you spesk in
and the God youworship al areaspectsof culture. Invery smpleterms, we can say that
cultureisthe embodiment of theway inwhich wethink and dothings. Itisaso thethings
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that we haveinherited asmembers of society. All the achievementsof human beingsas
membersof socid groupscanbecaled culture. Art, music, literature, architecture, sculpture,
philosophy, religion and science can be seen asaspects of culture. However, culturea so
includesthe customs, traditions, festivals, waysof living and one’soutlook on various
issuesof life,

Culturethusrefersto ahuman-made environment whichincludesal themateria and non-
materia productsof group lifethat aretransmitted from one generation to the next. There
isagenera agreement among socid scientiststhat culture consstsof explicitandimplicit
patternsof behaviour acquired by human beings. Thesemay betranamitted through symbols,
congtituting the distinctive achievements of human groups, including their embodiment as
artefacts. Theessential core of culturethusliesin thosefiner ideaswhich aretransmitted
withinagroup-both historically derived aswell asselected with their attached vaue. More
recently, culturedenoteshistorically transmitted patternsof meaningsembodiedinsymbals,
by means of which people communicate, perpetuate and devel op their knowledge about
and expresstheir attitudestoward life.

Cultureistheexpression of our naturein our modesof living and thinking. It may be seen
inour literature, inrdigiouspractices, inrecreation and enjoyment. Culturehastwo distinctive
components, namely, material and non-material. Material culture consistsof objectsthat
arerelated tothemateria aspect of our life such asour dress, food, and househol d goods.
Non-materia culturereferstoidesas, ideds, thoughtsand belief.

Culturevariesfrom placeto place and country to country. Itsdevelopment isbased onthe
historica processoperatinginalocal, regional or national context. For example, wediffer
inour waysof greeting others, our clothing, food habits, socia and religiouscustomsand
practicesfrom theWest. In other words, the peopl e of any country are characterised by
ther distinctivecultura traditions.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.1

1. How canyou say that Cultureand Sanskriti carry the same meaning?

2. Fllintheblanks:

a. All theachievementsof human beingsand groupscanbecaled................

b. Culturehastwo distinctivecomponentsviz. material and................
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1.2 CULTURE AND CIVILIZATION

Culture
Theword ' culture’ and * civilization’ are often used synonymousdly. However, they have
clearly defined meaningsdifferentiating them. * Civilization” meanshaving better waysof [

living and sometimes making nature bend to fulfill their needs. It dsoincludesorganizing § Notes e
societiesinto politically well-defined groupsworking collectively for improved conditions

of lifein matters of food, dress, communi cation, and so on. Thus some groups consider
themselvesascivilized and ook down upon others. Thisdisposition of certain groupshas

evenled to warsand holocausts, resulting in massdestruction of human beings.

Ontheother hand‘ culture’ referstotheinner being, arefinement of head and heart. This
includes arts and sciences, music and dance and various higher pursuits of human life
which area so classified ascultural activities. Onewho may be poor and wearing cheap
clothesmay beconsidered ‘ uncivilized', but still he or shemay bethe most cultured person.
One possessing ostentatiouswealth may be considered as'* civlilized” but he may not be
cultured

Therefore, whenwethink of culture, wehaveto underdand that itisdifferent fromcivilization.
Aswehaveseen, cultureisthe* higher levesof inner refinement’ of ahuman being. Humans
arenot merely physical beings. They liveand act at threelevels: physical, mental and
spiritua. Whilebetter waysof living socialy and politically and better utilization of nature
around usmay betermed ascivilization. Thisisnot enoughto be cultured. Only whenthe
deeper levelsof aperson’sintellect and consciouness are brought into expression canwe
cal him/her * cultured’ .

n '

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.2

1. Whatisthedifferencebetween cultureand civilization?

2. Givetwosdmilaritiesof cultureand civilization.

1.3 CULTURE AND HERITAGE

Cultura development isahistorical process. Our ancestorslearnt many thingsfromtheir
predecessors. With the passage of timethey also added to it from their own experience
and gave up thosewhich they did not consider useful. Wein turn havelearnt many things
from our ancestors. Astime goeswe continueto add new thoughts, new ideasto those
already existent and sometimeswe give up somewhich wedon’t consider useful any
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more. Thisishow cultureistransmitted and carried forward from generation to next
generation. Thecultureweinherit from our predecessorsiscalled our cultura heritage.
Thisheritage existsat variouslevels. Humanity asawhole hasinherited aculturewhich
may be called human heritage. A nation also inheritsaculture which may betermed as
nationa cultura heritage.

Culturd heritageincludesal thoseaspectsor vauesof culturetransmitted to humanbeings
by their ancestors from generation to generation. They are cherished, protected and
maintai ned by them with unbroken continuity and they feel proud of it.

A few exampleswould be helpful in clarifying the concept of heritage. The Tgf Mahal,
Swami Narayan Temple of Gandhinagar and Delhi, Red Fort of Agra, Delhi’s Qutub
Minar, Mysore Palace, Jain Templeof Dilwara(Rajasthan) Nizamuddin Aulia’'sDargah,
Golden Templeof Amritsar, Gurudwara Sisgan] of Delhi, Sanchi Stupa, Christian Church
inGoa, IndiaGateetc., areall important placesof our heritage and areto be protected by
al means

Besides the architectural creations, monuments, material artifacts, the intellectual
achievements, philosophy, treasures of knowledge, scientificinventionsand discoveries
areadsothepart of heritage. InIndian context the contributions of Baudhayan, Aryabhatta,
Bhaskaracharyain the field of Mathematics, Astronomy and Astrology; Kanad and
Varahmihir inthefield of Physics; Nagarjunainthefield of Chemistry, Susrutaand Charak
inthefield of Medicinesand Patanjdi inthefield of Yogaare profound treasuresof Indian
Cultura heritage. Cultureisliableto change, but our heritage doesnot. Weindividuals,
bel onging to acultureor aparticular group, may acquireor borrow certain cultural traitsof
other communities/cultures, but our belongingnessto Indian culturd heritagewill remain
unchanged. Our Indian cultural heritagewill bind ustogether e.g. Indian literature and
scripturesnamely Vedas, Upanishads Gitaand Yoga System etc. have contributed alot by
way of providing right knowledge, right action, behavior and practicesascomplementary
tothedevelopment of civilization.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.3

1. Whatisculturd heritage?

2. Givesomeexamplesof cultura heritage.
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1.4 GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF CULTURE

Now let usdiscuss somegenera characteristics, which arecommonto different cultures
throughout theworld.

1.

N

w

1.

Cultureislearned and acquired: Cultureisacquired in the sensethat there are
certain behaviourswhich are acquired through heredity. Individua sinherit certain
gualitiesfrom their parentsbut socio-cultural patternsarenot inherited. Theseare
learnt from family members, fromthegroup and thesociety inwhichthey live. Itisthus
apparent that the culture of human beingsisinfluenced by the physical and social
environment through which they operate.

Cultureisshared by agroup of people: A thought or action may be called culture
if itisshared and believed or practiced by agroup of people.

Cultureiscumulative: Different knowledge embodied in culture can be passed
from one generation to another generation. Moreand moreknowledgeisadded inthe
particular culture asthetime passesby. Each may work out solutionto problemsinlife
that passesfrom onegeneration to another. Thiscycleremainsasthe particular culture
goeswithtime.

Culturechanges: Thereisknowledge, thoughtsor traditionsthat arelost as new
culturd traitsareadded. Thereare possibilitiesof cultura changeswithintheparticular
cultureastime passes.

Cultureisdynamic: No cultureremainsonthe permanent state. Cultureischanging
constantly as new ideas and new techniques are added astime passes modifying or
changingtheoldways. Thisisthecharacteristicsof culturethat semsfromtheculture's
cumulativequdity.

Culturegivesusarangeof permissiblebehaviour patterns: Itinvolveshow an
activity should be conducted, how anindividua should act appropriately.

Cultureisdiverse: Itisasystemthat has several mutually interdependent parts.
Althoughthese partsare separate, they areinterdependent with oneanother forming
cultureaswhole.

Cultureisideational: Oftenit lays down an ideal pattern of behaviour that are
expected to befollowed by individua sso asto gain socid acceptancefromthe people
withthesameculture.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.4

What ismeant by permissiblebehaviour patterns?
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2. How canyousay that cultureisdynamic?

1.5 IMPORTANCE OF CULTURE IN HUMAN LIFE

Cultureisclosgly linked withlife. Itisnot an add-on, an ornament that we ashuman beings
canuse. Itisnot merely atouch of colour. It iswhat makes us human. Without culture,
therewould be no humans. Cultureismade up of traditions, beliefs, way of life, fromthe
mogt spiritua tothemost materid. It givesusmeaning, away of leading our lives. Human
beingsarecreatorsof cultureand, at the sametime, cultureiswhat makesus human.

A fundamenta eement of cultureistheissueof rdigiousbelief and itssymbolicexpresson.
Wemust valuerdigiousidentity and beaware of current effortsto make progressinterms
of interfaith didlogue, whichisactually anintercultura dialogue. Astheworldisbecoming
more and more global and we coexist on amoreglobal level wecan'tjust think there’'s
only oneright way of living or that any oneisvalid. The need for coexistence makesthe
coexistenceof culturesand beliefsnecessary. In order to not make such mistakes, the best
thing we can doisget to know other cultures, while also getting to know our own. How
canwediaoguewith other cultures, if wedon’t really know what our own cultureis?

Thethreeeterna and universal vauesof Truth, Beauty and Goodnessare closely linked
with culture. Itisculturethat bringsuscloser to truth through philosophy and religion; it
bringsbeauty in our livesthrough the Artsand makes us aesthetic beings; and it isculture
that makes usethical beingsby bringing uscloser to other human beingsand teaching us
thevauesof love, tolerance and peace.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 1.5

1. What doescultureprovidefor adecent life?

2. Whichindividua would be called unculturedin society?

@“ WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e CulturehasbeenderivedfromLatinterm’ Cult’ or * Cultus meaningtilling or refining.

e ‘Sanskriti’ isderived from Sanskrit root * Kri’ meaning to do.
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e Culturemay bedefined astheway anindividua and especidly agrouplive, think, feel
and organizethemselves, cel ebrate and sharelife.
e Culturehasdifferent characteristics. It can beacquired, lost or shared. Itiscumulative.
Itisdynamic, diverseand givesusarange of permissible behaviour-pattern. It can ."’ -
change. Cultureincludes both material and non-material components. Notes ™

Indeeper senseitisculturethat producesthekind of literature, music, dance, sculpture,
architectureand variousother art formsaswel | asthemany organizationsand ructures
that make thefunctioning of the society smooth and well-ordered.

Culture providesuswith ideas, idealsand valuesto lead adecent life.

Sdf redtraint in conduct, consideration for thefedlingsof others, for therightsof others,
arethehighest marksof culture.

A cultura heritage meansall the aspectsor values of culturetransmitted to human
beingsby their ancestorsto the next generation.

Architecturd creations, monuments, material artifacts, theintellectual achievements,
philosophy, pleasure of knowledge, scientificinventionsand discoveriesare parts of
heritage.

E"ﬁ TERMINAL QUESTIONS

How will you definethe concept of culture?
How iscultureand civilization synonymous?

What iscultural heritage?

A w d P

What arethe genera characteristicsof culture?

(]
‘ : ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

11
1. Culturéslitera meaningistodoand Sanskriti dsoliterdly meansrefiningand cultivating.
2. aCulture
b. Non-material.
1.2
1. Cultureiswhat weareand civilization iswhat we posses or we make use of .
2. Changesinboth cultureand civilizaion occur. Civilizationisadvanced state of culture.
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1. Culturethat weinherit from our ancestorsiscalled our cultural heritage.
2. Tg Mahal, Red Fort of agra, Vedas, Upnishadsand Gita
(Architectural monuments, Treasures of knowledge, Scientific and intellectual
Notes achievements)

14

1. Cultureformsanided pattern of behaviour that isexpected to befollowed by individuas.

2. Cultureischanging constantly. New ideasand new techniquesareadded fromtimeto
time

15

1. Cultureprovidesuswithideas, idealsand valuesto lead adecent life.

2. Onewho doesnot havesdf restraint inthought infedingsandin action, may becalled
anunculturedindividud.
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variousspheresof life, beit language, literature, art and architecture, scienceor

religion? Haveyou ever wondered how al thishasbeen possible? Thishappened
because, we did not have to make afresh beginning each time, but were ableto makeuse
of and build onthework of past generations. You have never had to bother about having
to makeyour own script or creating anew language system for yoursdlf. Theseareaready
givento you which you enjoy asamember of society. Thenyou build onit by making your
contribution or addition which further becomesan asset for the coming generations. Thisis
acontinuousand never-ending process. It isapreci ous possess on uniqueto human beings
andisknown asculture. Cultureisaway of life. You, your family hasacultureand so does
your region and your country. You may be curiousto know about the uniquenessof Indian
cultureand find out itsdistinct characteristics. Inthisunit wewill understand how Indian
cultureisuniqueand what areitscharacteristics.

0 e

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

I Iaveyou ever thought of theamazing progresswe, ashuman beings, have madein

e describe the distinctive features of Indian culture;

e identify the central points and uniqueness of Indian culture;

e discusstheimportance of spirituality in Indian culture;

e explain the points of diversity and underlying unity init; and

e tracetheprocessof infusioninto and integration of elementsfromother cultures
inIndian culture.
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2.1 CHARACTERISTICS OF INDIAN CULTURE

Indian cultureisasmany sided aslife. It includesintellectual and social aspectsof any
human being. It a so takes account of the aestheticingtinct aswell asthe spiritual impulses
of human being. It hasa so, in effect, an appeal to the subconsciousasaforce making for
theformation of character.

L ook at themap of Indiaand you seeIndiaisavast country with alot of diversity in her
physical and social environment. We see people around us speaking different languages,

having different religionsand practising different rituas. You can also seethese diversities
intheir food habits and dress patterns. Besides, |ook at the myriad forms of dance and
musicinour country. But withindl thesediversitiesthereisan underlying unity which acts
asacementing force. Theintermingling of people hasbeen steadily taking placein India
over centuries. A number of people of different racial stock, ethnic backgroundsand
religiousbeliefshave settled down here. Let usnot forget that the composite and dynamic
character of Indian cultureisaresult of therich contributionsof al thesediverse cultural

groupsover along period of time. Thedidtinctivefeaturesof Indian cultureanditsuniqueness
arethe preciouspossession of al Indians.

2.1.1 Continuity and Change

Many grest cultures had developed in different countriesand regions of theworld. Many
of them have perished or have been replaced by other cultures. However Indian culture
hashad an enduring character. Despite mgjor changes and upheava ssgnificant threads of
continuity can betraced throughout the course of Indian history right upto the present day.

You may have read about the Harappan civilization which flourished in the Indian
subcontinent over 4500 years ago. Archaeol ogists have found evidencesto show that
culturesexisted hereeven beforethe matured phase of the Harappan civilization. Thistells
usthat wehaveavery long history behind us. And yet what isamazingisthat even today
the pattern of ahouseinan Indian villageisnot very different from that of aHarappan
house. Some aspects of Harappan culture arestill practised, such as, the worshipping of
Mother Goddessand Pashupati. Smilarly, Vedic, Buddhist, Jain and many other traditions
continueto befollowed even today. At the same time one should not lose sight of the
changesasareevident in the multistoried buildingsin the metropolitan citieslike Mumbai
and Delhi, quite unlike the Harappan houses that had only one storey. The point to be
noted hereisthat continuity and changeinour civilization hasgonehandinhand. Infact, a
remarkablefeature of Indian cultureisthat along with continuity it haskept on changing,
whereasthe basic spirit of our culture continued. It has kept on discarding what was
becomingirrelevant inthemaodern age. In our long history, there have been periods of ups
and downs. Asaresult, movements have grown and reforms brought about. Thereform
movementsin the Vedic religion brought about by Jainism and Buddhismin sixth century
BC andtherdigiousand socia awakening in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuriesin
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modern Indiaare afew exampleswhen revol utionary changeswere brought about in
I ndian thought and practices. Yet thethread of basi ¢ philosophy of Indian culture continued
and till persists. Thusaprocess of continuity and change has aways been afeature of
Indian culture. Thisshowsthedynamic character of our culture.

2.1.2Variety and Unity

Indian culture, over thelast threemellenia, has successfully, but quietly, observed
the best assmilable partsfrom other religionsand cultures, from timeto timeand
integated themintoitsdlf.

Indeed few culturesintheworld have such variety asthelndian culture. You may perhaps
wonder why the people of Keralause coconut oil whilethe people of Uttar Pradesh use
mustard oil for cooking. Thisisbecause Keralaisacoasta state and coconut growshere
inplenty. WhileUttar Pradeshisaplainareawhichisfavourablefor thegrowth of mustard.
What isthe similarity in the Bhangradance of Punjab or the Pongal of Tamil Nadu or the
Bihu dance of Assam?Both are cel ebrated after arich harvest of crops. Haveyou noticed
thedifferent languagesthat we speak like Bengali, Tamil, Gujarati or Oriya?Indiaisthe
home of many formsof dance and music whichwe normally usefor festivalsand social
functionslikemarriagesor thebirth of achild.

A large number of languagesand dial ectsare spoken in our country which hasled tothe
growth of agresat variety of literature. Peoplebelonging to eight greet religionsof theworld
co-exist herein aharmoniousmanner. Do you know that Indiaishometo many religions
of theworldlike Jainism, Buddhism, Sikhism and of course Hinduism. Numerous stylesof
architecture, sculpture and painting have devel oped here. Different stylesof music and
dance, bothfolk and classical, exist inthe country. So also are numerousfestivalsand
customs. Thiswidevariety hasled to the making of Indian culture both composite oneand
richand beautiful at the sametime. Why isthereso much variety inour culture? Thereare
many reasonsfor this. Thevastnessof the country and variationinitsphysical and climatic
featuresisan obviousreason for thevariety.

Thesacond important reason for thevariety inour cultureistheintermingling among various
ethnic groups. Sincetimeimmemorial, peoplefrom far and near have been coming and
ettling here. Wefind people bel onging to different racid stockslikethe Proto-Australoids,
theNegroidsandtheMongoloidslivinginIndia Variousethnic groupslikelranians, Greeks,
Kushanas, Shakas, Hunas, Arabs, Turks, Mughalsand Europeans also cameto India,
settled hereand intermixed with thelocal popul ation. The peoplebe onging to other cultures
brought their cultural habits, thoughtsand ideas, which got ama gamated into theexisting
culture. You will be surprised to know that it was only around second century BC that
stitched clothes such assawars, kurtas, topees, etc. werebrought to India, by the K ushanas,
Shakasand Parthians. Prior to that ndianswore clotheswhich wereunstitched. Thelatest
istheintroduction of shirts, trousers, skirts, etc. which were brought by the Europeansin

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course

MODULE - |

Understanding
Culture




MODULE - |

Understanding
Culture

Notes

Indian Culture

the eighteenth century. Indiathrough the ages has shown aremarkabl e capacity for
assimilation of ideas. Thishascontributed to thevariety and richnessof our culture.

Alongwith contactswith outside cultures, cultural exchange between different regionsof
Indiahasalso continued. The Chikanwork of Lucknow, Phulkari embrodery of Punjab,
Kanthaembroidery of Bengd, Patolaof Orissashow adistinct regiond flavour. Although
the centresin the South, North, East and West of Indiahavetheir characteristic cultures,
yet thesedid not develop in absoluteisol ation. Inspite of physical barriers, Indiansusedto
travel fromone part of the country to another for trade or pilgrimage. Someregionswere
joined together through conquestsor by alliance. Asaresult, peopletransmitted cultura
habitsand thoughtsfrom one part of the country to the other. Military campaignstoo took
peoplefrom one placeto another. Thishel ped in exchanging ideas. Such contactshaveled
to thedeve opment of commonnessin Indian culture, which hasbeen maintained throughout
our history. Another unifying factor isclimate. Despite geographical diversity and climatic
variationsindiaexperiencesaninherent unity. The system of monsoonsisthemost important
component of the Indian climatic pattern and thisgives unity to thewhole country. The
coming of themonsoon has ensured that agriculture remainsthe main occupation of the
peopleof India. Onthe other hand the differencesin physical featureshave affected the
food habits, dress, houses and economic activities of peopleleading to theformation of
socid, economic and political indtitutions. Thesefactorsin turninfluenced thethinking and
philosophy of thepeople. Thevariety in physica featuresand climate of Indiahasthusled
to the development of avariety of culturesin different regions. Thetypical featuresof
different regionshave given someidentity to these cultures.

The composite nature of our cultureisreflected in our music, danceforms, dramaand art
formslike paintings, sculptureand architectureaswell. Our literaturein different languages
alsoreflectsthiscomposite nature.

Unity indiversity isreflectedin our political formsaswell. During the early Vedic period,
society waspastord, that i, people used to movefrom placeto placein search of pastures.
But asthethese people started practising agriculture, they settled down. Thissettled life
led to community development and growth of townswhich needed rulesand regulations.
Thusemerged apolitical organisation. Thisincluded the sabhasand samitiswhich were
political bodiesthrough which people participated in governance. In course of time, the
concept of rashtra emerged and possession of territory became the new measure of
power. In some places, republics came up. The period from sixth to fourth century BCis
known asthe age of mahajanapadasin India. In these kingdomskingshad more powers.
Subsequently largeempireswered so established with emperorsexercising aosolute powers.
You may beaware of ancient rulers such asAshoka, Samudraguptaand Harshavardhana.
TheMughd salso established avast empirein India TheBritish established themsalvesin
Indiaand in 1858, Indiabecame apart of the British Empire. However in 1947, wewere
ableto gain our freedom after along struggle. Today weareasovereign, socidist, secular
and democratic republic and auniform system of government prevailsover thelength and
breadth of the country.
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 2.1

Namethe state where Bhangraisapopular danceform. o

What isthedanceform of Assam known as?

Who brought salwars, kurtas, topees etc. to Indiaaround second century BC?

A w Dd P

Whichregionisfamousfor Patola?

2.1.3 Secular Outlook

Thesecular character of Indian cultureisaresult of theintermingling of peoplebelonging
todiversecultura groupsover along period of time. Therehavebeeninstancesof occasiond
conflictshereand there, but by and large, peoplehavelived together peacefully for centuries.
Thepopular cultura traditionsof Indiaarethe best examplesof such cultura synthesisin
whichalarge number of peoplebelonging to different religious groups cometogether.

You areawarethat thereisagreat variety of thoughtsand habitsin our country. Among
such avariety, dominance of one particular thought isnot possible. You will recall that
Hindus, Mudlims, Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, Parseesand Jewsliveinindia. The
congtitution declaresIndiato be asecular country. Everyoneisfreeto profess, practise
and propagate any religion of his’her own choice. The statehasno religion of itsown and
all religionsaretreated equally by the state. No oneisto be discriminated onthe basis of
religion. The peoplehave, to alarge extent, devel oped abroad outlook and they believein
the concept of liveand let otherslive.

Right to freedom of religion ensures secular nature of our polity. IntheWestern context
devel opment of secul arism meant compl ete separation of the church andthegtate. InIndia
secularismistaken asamore positive concept to cope with the complex socid structurein
the country with aview to protecting theinterestsof al, particularly theminorities.

2.1.4Universalism

The concept of coexistence has not been confined to the geographical and political
boundariesof the country only. Indiahasauniversal outlook and it hasbeen promoting the
message of peace and harmony to theentireworld. Indiahasbeenraising astrong voice
againg racidismand colonidism. It hasprotested against theformation of power blocksin
theworld. Infact Indiabecame one of thefounder membersof the non-aigned movement.
Indiaiscommitted to the devel opment of other underdevel oped nations. In thismanner,
Indiahas been discharging her responsibilitiesasapart of theworld fraternity and has
been contributing to the progress of theworld.
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It hasto be remembered that the subcontinent of | ndiahasbeen onecultural unit
throughout the ages, cutting across political boundaries.

2.1.5Materialisticand Spiritualistic

Cultureisspiritua development of araceor nationinthefield of mind, interests,
conduct, thought, art, skillsand civilization.

Indiaispopularly knownto bealand of spirituality particularly to the\West. However,
Indian history from ancient timesto present day showsthat the devel opmentsof materidistic
and non-materidigtic culture havebeen going onaongside. Youwill recdl that theHargppan
civilization was an urban one. It had a systematic town planning where roads cut each
other a right angles. They had aprofound knowledge of mathemati cs, weightsand measures.
They had built their townsin ascientific manner and had an elaborate drainage system.
The Harappanshad externd trade and travelled acrossthe seasto tradewith the Sumerians.

Excellent books on medicines, planets, stars, and plantswere written. Discoveries of
theories-like* earthrotatesaround thesun” or “ earthisround” were made by Indianslong
before Europe accepted them. Similarly inthe areaof mathematicsand in thefield of
medicineand other sciences|ndia sachievementsin ancient timeshave beenremarkable.
Therewas no opposition or resistance by religious or other thoughtsin pursuing such
knowledge.

In philosophica thought even athel stic thinking devel oped and grew in India. You may be
awarethat Jainism and Buddhism are silent about the existence of God. What doesall this
tell us? Indeed, that Indian culture has been both materialistic and non-materialistic or
Soiritudigtic.

Thecultureof Indiaistheliving expression of thesmplicity and profoundity of her
people.

2.2 CULTURAL IDENTITY, RELIGION, REGION AND
ETHNICITY

Our cultural identitiesare based on variousfactorssuch asreligion and region. Asaresult
each I ndian possesses mulltipleidentities. Which of theseidentitiesassartsitsdf at acertain
point of timeand prevailsover the others, dependson the political, socia or economic
context inwhich the person findshimself/herself. Thuseach person may have somethings
incommon with another, but may bevastly different in some other aspects. For example,
except belief, formsof worship and rituas, there may belittlethat iscommon among those
whofollow aparticular faith from the point of view of thewholecountry. Evenintheforms
of worship and ritual sthere are sectorian and regiona differences.

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course



MODULE -1

Understanding

Culture
Thusculturaly, Hindusarenot al smilar, nor areal theMudims. Brahminsin Tamil Nadu

arequitedifferent fromtheir counterpartsin Kashmir. Similarly, MudimsinKeraaand
Uttar Pradesh aredissimilar in severa aspectsof their culture. Regional identitiesaremore
real. Peopleof different religionsand jatismay havecommonregional cultura traitslike /

language, food, dress, val uesand a so theworldview. In Bengd, both Hindusand Mudims Notes ot
takepridein being Bengdis. Elsewhere onefindsHindus, Christiansand Mudimssharing
severd dementsof regiond culture.

Inprinciple, different religiousgroupsowetheir alegianceto different religiousdoctrines.
For instancethe Vedas and Shastras may be sources of inspiration for Hindus, Koran and
Hadeesfor Mudims, and the Biblefor Christians. However, at theleve of ritualsandlife
stylesthereisalot of intermingling among followersof different religions.

Ethnic cultureisstrong among thetribal groups. For example, inthesmall state of Nagaand,
there are more than adozen tribesand they differ from each other intheir dress, speech
and beliefs. Bastar district of Chhattisgarh has several groups claiming different ethnic
origins.

2.3 CULTURAL INFLUENCES

Inthe modern context, thereare at | east three significant influenceson our culture. They
arewesternisation, emergent national cultural stylesand popular culture.

Beforeindependence some Western modeswere adopted by the aristocracy and members
of thecivil services. Theinfluence, over theyears, has spread to themiddle classesand to
asmal extent, tothevillagesaswell. Thegrowing demand for English medium schoolsin
thevillagesisaproof of thisstatement.

During the strugglefor freedom anew styleemerged. Thisbecameanationa style. For
examplethe Gandhi cap and khadi may now be only ceremonial and asymbol, but it
contributed to the unity of the country and provided commonnessto culture.

Popular culturewhichisthe product of massmediaisanother unifying factor. Theimpact
of filmshas been tremendous. Radio and television al so reshape images and attitudes.
Their hold onusisundeniable. Modern mediahas promotedissuesthat areof both traditiona
and publicinterest.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 2.2

1. Givetwo examplesof peoplewho cameto Indiafrom outside and settled here.
2. Which component of climategivesunity to India?
3

. Namethecivilizationwith whichthe Hargppanswereknown to have had tradere ations
acrossthe seas.
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Culture
@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT
e Themeaning of cultureisvery wideand comprehensive. It hasbeen defined asasum
Notes total of integrated learned behaviour. It connotesaway of lifeof thepeoplelivingina

society.
Culture constitutes knowledge, belief, arts, morals, law, customs and any other
capabilitiesand habitsacquired by humansasmembersof society.

Duetoitsadaptability and comprehens veness, Indian culture has survived through the
ages.

Unity indiversity isoneof themgor characteristicsof Indian culturewhich makesit
unique.

A synthesisof various cultures came about through the agesto give shapetowhat is
recognised as|ndian culturetoday.

Spirituality and valuebased life styleisthe core of Indian culturebut it hasascientific
temperament too.

E‘ TERMINAL EXERCISE

What arethedifferent componentsof culture?
Givethemeaning of materia and non-materid culture.
Definethe secular character of Indian culture.

Describethedistinctivefeaturesof Indian culture.

o w DR

Write short noteson thefollowing:

a. Culturd synthessinindia

b. Spiritudity

C. Adapatability asacharacteristic of Indian culture

6. Explanindetal unity indiversity inthecontext of Indian culture.

(]
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS
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2 Bihy Culture
3. Kushans, Shakasand Parthians

4. Orissa |
2.2 Notes ©

1. Kushansand Mughals
2. Monsoons

3. Sumgian
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Theanswer isno. No cultureremainsthe same. And thisistrue of Indiaaswell.

It has gone through many phases of change. Do you know why these changes
occur? Thisisbecause every dynasty, every invader who comesand settlesdowninthe
country leavestheir markson the culture of that country. In order to understand the present
cultureof Indian people, it isnecessary to understand the processit hasgonethroughin
the past. Thus, inthislesson we will attempt to take alook at the life of the people of
Ancient India. You will read about the various stages of ancient Indian history fromthe
Harappan timesthrough Vedic, Mauryan and Gupta periods. The emphasisison the
changing nature of Indian society with corresponding changesin society and culture. When
weread history we can understand how the modern world hasemerged over long centuries
of development. It isimportant to appreciate what we have achieved in the past to make
our futureworthwhile.

0 e

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

e gppreciatetheimportance and relevance of studying history;

e recognisetheHarappan culture asthefirst known urban culturein India;

e examinethenatureof Vedic society, religion and philosophy;

e explanreasonsfor theriseof Janismand Buddhism;

e tracetheearly history of south Indiaduring thisperiod;

e review sgnificant cultural developmentsduring theruleof successiveempires; and
e examinethegenerd dynamismof cultura developmentsinancient India

Do youthink that the cultureof Indian people hasbeen the samesincethe beginning?
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3.1 IMPORTANCE OF STUDYING HISTORY

| am sureyou have often asked yoursalf why you are studying history. Studying history is
oneway of getting to know the past. History isan attempt to understand how and why our
ancestorslived asthey did, what difficultiesthey met with andinwhat manner they overcame
them. Itisimportant for you to be acquainted with the past to understand better what is
happeninginthelndiaof today. After going through thislesson youwill cometo know the
story of your country, which started many centuries ago.

History isnolonger treated asmerely astudy of datesand eventsand that too largely only
political events. Itsscope has been widened to include many aspectsof life. Theseinclude
thestudy of patternsof life, whichwecal culture. Culturewasonce defined asthat which
relatesto art, architecture, literatureand philosophy. Now itincludesall theactivitiesof a
society. Therefore the emphasisof history has shifted from the study of only the upper
groupsof society todl levelsof society. It now coversinformation onkingsand statesmen
aswel ason ordinary peoplewho makehistory. Itincludesthestudy of art and architecture,
of theevolution of langaugesin India, literatureand religion. Now we do not look only at
what was happening at the aristocratic level of society. We also try to reconstruct the
interestsand concernsof peopleat lower levels. Thismakeshistory moreinteresting and
hel psusunderstand our society for better.

The peoplethat went into themaking of our society, a both thearistocratic and theordinary
level, werenot all indigenousto India, to start with. Many camefrom other regionsand
settleddowninIndia They marriedlocdly, intermixed with theexisiting peopleand became
apart of Indian society. Our society, therefore, hasarich heritage of different kinds of
people. Because of thislarge variety of people, therehasbeen an equally large variety of
religions, langauges, and customsin our country.

Thecorrect understanding of history dependson two things. Oneisacareful and critical
useof source materia givento usby historiansdefending certain satementswhich should
be decided onrational analysis. Secondly, historical eventshave causes and these causes
should befully examined. Aboveall, even the past must be subjected to acritical analys's.
Itisonly inthisway that historical knowledgewill advance.

The past of Indiagoesback several thousand years. Welearn about it from the evidence
which our ancestors have | eft behind. For the near past we have written and printed
records. For timeswhen printing was not known, there are recordswritten by hand on
paper. But earlier still, when paper was not made, recordswerewritten on dried palm
leaves, the bark of the birch tree and plates of copper and in some cases, they were
inscribed onlargerocks, pillars, soneswallsor tabletsmade of clay and stone. Therewas
atimestill further back when even writing was unknown. Our knowledge of thelife of
peoplein those ancient days comesfrom the objectswhich they left behind, for example,
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their pottery or their weagponsand tools. Theseare thingswhich are solid and which you
can seeand touch and these have sometimesto beliterally dug out of theearth. They are
al cluesinthegameof ahistorical treasure hunt but they formapart of our culture. But
these clues can be of many kinds. The clues most commonly used are manuscripts.
M anuscriptsare ancient books, written either on dried palm leavesor thethick bark of the
birchtree, or on paper. (Generally thelatter kind have survived, though bookswritten on
paper arenot asold asthe others). Some of the languagesin which thevery old booksare
written arelanguageswhichwein Indiado not usein everyday lifeany more, such asPali
and Prakrit. Othersarewritten in Sanskrit and Arabic, which wetill study and sometimes
usein our religious ceremoniesa though we do not use them at home. Another language
Tamil, whichisspokenin South Indiaand whoseliterature goesto an early periodin used
eventoday. Thesearecalled‘ classical langauges' and the history of many partsof the
worldisrecorded invariousclassical langauges. In Europe, ancient manuscriptswere
oftenwritenin Greek and Latin; inwesternAsia, they werewrittenin Arabic and Hebrew,
andin China, classical Chinesewas used.

3.2 ANCIENT INDIA

Indiahasacontinuoushistory covering avery long period. Evidenceof neolithic habitation
dating asfar back as 7000 BC has been foundin Mehrgarhin Baluchistan. However, the
first notablecivilization flourishedin Indiaaround 2700 BC in the north western part of the
I ndian subcontinent, covering alargearea. Thecivilizationisreferred to asthe Harappan
civilization. Mogt of thesitesof thiscivilization devel oped on the banksof Indus, Ghaggar
anditstributaries.

The culture associated with the Harappan civilization isthefirst known urban culturein
India. The Harappans built the earliest cities complete with town planning, sanitation,
drainage system and broad well-laid roads. They built double storied houses of burnt-
brickseach one of which had abathroom, akitchenand awell. Thewalled citieshad other
important buildings such asthe Great Bath, Grannariesand Assembly Halls.

Agriculture wasthe main occupation of the Harappanswho werelivinginrural aress.
Thoselivinginthecitiescarried oninterna and externa tradeand devel oped contactswith
other civilizations such asMesopotamia. They wereexcellent potters. Varioustypes of
utensils, toys, seals, figurines have been excavated from different sites. Harappansa so
had thetechnical knowledge of metalsand the processof dloying. Thebronze scul pture of
adancing girl foundin Mohenjodaro testifiesthe sculptural skillsand aesthetic senseof the
Harappans. Shell, ivory, bone and faiencewere used asmateria for different craftsand
objects. Lothal wasadockyard situated in Dholaka Taluk of Ahmedabad in Gujarat. It
wasalsoawdl planned wall city. It wasan important centre of seatradewith thewestern
world. Another important town in Gujarat was Dhaulavirawhile Kalibangam wasin
Raasthan.
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Numerous seal s carrying the images of the one-horned rhinocerous known asunicorn,
peepal leaves and amale god throw light on thereligious beliefs of the Harappans. It
gppearsthat they worshi pped plantsand anima sand theforces of nature. They worshipped
amalegod resembling Lord Shivaof later timesand amother goddess among others.
They probably believedin life after death and also in charmsand spells. Sealsengraved
withanimd figureslikethe humped bull, e ephant and rhinoceroussuggest that theseanimals
were considered sacred. * Pegpal’ has been found depicted on many seals.

Harappans knew how to write and most of their seals contain someform of script. But
unfortunately no one hasyet been ableto decipher that script. Asaresult, our knowledge
of theHarappan civilization isbased on thearchaeol ogica evidenceaone. Thefiguresof
men and women on various seal sfound intheexcavationsreved that the peopleknew the
art of spinning and weaving. They were perhapsthefirst peopleto cultivate cotton. A large
number of Indus sea sfound in Mesopotamiawhich indicated of apossibletrade between
thelndusvalley and Mesopotamian civilization.

By 1800 BC the Harappan civilization began declining. However, we do not know the
exact reasonswhy thishappened.

3.3 VEDIC CULTURE

A few centuriesafter thedecline of the Harappan civilization, anew cultureflourishedin
the sameregion and gradually spread acrossthe Ganga- Yamunaplains. Thisculturecame
to beknown astheAryan culture. Therewere significant differencesbetweenthisculture
and the culturewnhich preceded it.

Aryans settled on the banks of riversindus (Sindhu) and Saraswati (whichisnow non
existent). They composed many hymns in honour of the gods and goddesses they
worshipped. Thesewere compiledinfour Vedas- the Rig Vieda, Sama Veeda, Yajur \eda
and Atharva ieda. Theword vedameans knowledge of the sacred spiritual knowledge.
Thesevedaswere considered infallible asthey imparted the highest spiritual knowledge.
Initially the Vedasweretransmitted orally. Since our knowledge of theearly Aryansis
based on these Vedas, the culture of thisperiodisreferred to asthe Vedic Culture. Scholars
dividethevedic periodintotheearlier and later Vedic period. Theearlier isrepresented by
theRig Vedawhilethelatter by dl other Vedicliteratureincluding the Brahmanas Aranyakas
and Upani shads. Two epics, the Ramayanaand the M ahabharataand the Puranas, though
compiled much later, a so throw light on thelifeand society of an earlier period. For this
period archaeol ogical evidence hasalso been foundin someareas of Uttar Pradesh.

Rig Vedacontainsabout 250 hymnsin praiseof Indrawhoisdescribed asadestroyer
of citiesand thereare 200 hymnsin praise of God Agni. Do you know that Agni is
looked upon asanintermediary between godsand humans?
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Society and religion

ThoughAryanociety waspatriarchd, womenweretreated with dignity and honour. Thefamily
wasthe smallest socia unit; several families (kula) madeavillage (grama) and severa
villagesformed avis. A number of villagesformed atribe or janawhichwasruled by a
chief called rajan. Hischief function wasto protect thetribe from external attack and
maintainlaw and order. Hewasass sted by the members of two councilscalled sabhaand
samiti. The Purohita performed religiousfunctionswhilethe senani looked after military
activities. Therewasno concept of the state or kingdom at thisstage. Although the post of
Rgjan had become hereditary, he could beremoved from power if found wesk and inefficient
or crud.

Towards the later Vedic period, society was divided into four varnas - Brahamanas,
Kshatriyas, Vaishyasand Shudras. Thiswasalso called the Varna-Vyavastha. To begin
withit denoted categoriesof peopledoing different kindsof functionsbut with the passage
of timethisdivision becamehereditary andrigid. Theteacherswere called Brahmans, the
ruling classwascalled K shatriyas, farmers, merchantsand bankerswere called Vaishyas
whiletheartisans, craftsmen, labourerswere caled Shudras. Moving from one occupation
to anather becamedifficult. Smultaneoudy, the Brahmansa so occupied adominant position
inthesociety.

Another important socia institution of thetime wasthe system of chaturashrama or the
divisonof lifegpaninto four distinct tagesi.e. brahmacharya (period of celibacy, education
and disciplinedlifein guru’sashram), grihastha (aperiod of family life), vanaprastha (a
stage of gradual detachment and sanyasa (alife dedicated to spiritual pursuit away from
worldly life). However it should be noted that these stageswere not applicableto women
or to the peopleof lower varnas. Women were respected by the society, enjoyed freedom,
had accessto education and were often freeto choosethei r partnersthrough swayamvara.
Purdah and sati wasnot prevaent. Theultimateaim of lifewasto atain moksha or salvation
through the pursuit of dharma, artha and kama. Karma or performance of duty without
any expectation or return was preached in the Bhagavad Gita.

Theearly Vedic people worshipped forces of nature and personified them asgodsand
goddesses. Indra, Agni, Varuna, Marut were some of their godswhile Usha Aditi, Prithvi
were someof their goddesses. Some of the solar Gods and goddessesreferredtointhe
Rig Vedaare Surya, Savitri and Pushau. Yajna (sacrifice) was performed dong with chanting
of Vedic hymns. People poured ghee (clarified butter) and other ingredientsinto thefireto
invokethe blessings of gods. Agni or firewas|ooked upon asan intermediary between
Godsand humans. The vedic people prayed individually aswell ascollectively for the
welfareof thejana.

Therewasachangeinreligious practicesduring thelater Vedic period. The prominent
Gods of the early Vedic period like Indra, Agni and Varunalost their prominence and
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popularity. Their place wastaken by anew trinity of Godswhere Brahmaenjoyed the
supreme position, whileVishnu becamethe preserver and Shivacompleted thetrinity. The
religion became extremely ritualistic. Sanskrit mantras, which were the monopoly of
Brahmins, becamean essentid part of dl religiousfunctions. Thismadethe Brahminsvery
powerful and the Ygjnasexpens ve. Participation in them wasrestricted to the upper three
classes. Thekingsperformed Ashvamedha, Rajasuya and Vajapeya sacrifiesto establish
their position. Itisvery interesting to know that some elementsof the culture of theVedic
Agehavesurvived over aperiod 3,000 yrsand continuesto be apart of Indian culture
eventoday. By theend of thelatter Vedic age changes started occuring inthe society. For
thefirst time peopl e started discussing certain beliefssuch ascreation of theuniverse, life
after death and essence of life. Thesewere questionswhichwerededt within great detail
inthe Upanishads.

Material lifeand economy

TheAryanswere primarily pastoral and agricultural people. They domesticated animals
like cows, horses, sheeps, goatsand dogs. They ate simplefood consisting of cereals,
pulses, fruits, vegetables, milk and various milk products. They drank abeveragecalled
Soma. Games of chess, chariot racing etc. weretheir modes of entertainment.

Intheearly period therewas no money transaction or taxes. Bali or voluntary donation
was preval ent. Cowswerethe measure of wealth. Asthetime passed, extensive use of
iron brought great changesin their material life. Iron axes enabled themto clear forests
leading to the expans on of agriculturethroughout the Gangetic plains. Iron tool sresulted
invaried craftsand technology. Use of iron weapons and horses enabled them to fight
warsand defend themsal ves better against enemies. Increasing number of crafts, availability
of surplusfood and growth of population led to specialisation of skillsand urbanisation.
Townsand citiesgrew and territorial statesemerged. High quality earthenware called
‘Painted Grey Ware' and * Northern Black Polished Ware' have been foundinmany areas.
Coinscameinto circulation. Tradewascarried on, both overland and through waterways,
enhancing materia progperity.

By sixth century BC, therewere some sixteen largeterritorial statesin North Indiaand
upper Deccan known as M ahgjanapadas. |mportant among them wereAnga, Magadha,
Kosala, Kashi, Kuru, and Panchala

3.4 POPULAR RELIGIOUS REFORMS

Thisperiod (B.C. 600to B.C. 200) isimportant not only for political unity of the country
but sofor cultura unity. Ancient Indiasaw theriseof two very important religions, Jainism
and Buddhismwhichleft alastinginfluenceon Indianlifeand culture. Vedic religion was
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earlier a'so known as Brahmanism becausethe Brahminsplayed amgor roleinit. Later it
cameto be called Hinduism. The Brahmins had devel oped avested interest demanding
large charities at the end of the scarifies. Asaresult, the sacrificesbecamevery costly.
Moreover, the Brahmins considered themsel ves superior to the other varnasand became
arrogant. Thisled to the unpopularity of Brahminism and aneed for reformswasfelt.

Besides, therewere other factorslikethereaction of the K shatriyasto the Brahmin claim
for supremacy andthe Vaisya sdemand for animproved socia position. TheVedicreligion
had becomevery complex and ritudistic. Thereformsled by the K shatriyasand aided by
the poorer masseswho could not afford thehigh cost of sacrifices, resulted intheemergence
of Jainismand Buddhism around sixth century BC. Thesenew religionsthatisJainismand
Buddhism a soinfluenced thereligiousbeliefsand severa practicesof Hinduism.

The founder of Jainism is believed to be Rishabhadeva, the first of the twenty four
tirthankarasand asthelast tirthankara M ahaviradevel oped and gavefina shapetothe
Jaindoctrines.

The Jainslay great emphasison severe penance and asceticism. Lord Mahaviraasked
themtotakefivevows- not totell lies; not toinjurelife; not to own property; not to stedl;
andto maintain chastity (celibacy). Hea so asked the Jainstofollow the three-fold path of
Right bdlief, Right Conduct and Right Knowledge.

L ater, the Jainswere split into two sectsthe Shvetambar as (white clothed ones) and the
Digambaras (the naked ones). Most of followers of Jainism belong to the trading
community.

Theother movement wasled by GautamaBuddha (563 - 483 BC), ayounger contemporary
of Mahavira. Hetaught the Four Noble Truths. Hispath wasthe middle path. Hebelieved
that thereis sorrow in thisworld and that desireisthe cause of that sorrow and it can be
conquered by following the Eight Fold Path (ashtangika marga). The eightfold path
COMprises.

(1) Rightunderstanding,

(2) Rightthought,

(3) Right speech,

(4) Rightaction,

(5) Rightliveihood,

(6) Righteffort,

(7) Rightmindfulness

(8) Right concentration.

Basically both these movementswere against the orthodax and ritualistic Brahamanical
religion. Both the reformers emphasi sed agood moral lifeand theimportance of ethics.
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Both of them founded an order of monks, established monasteries called sthanakasin the Ages

Jainism and viharasin Buddhism.

Later, Buddhism wasal so split into two divisions- the Hinayanaand the M ahayanato
which athird caled Varayanawas added subsequently. Buddhism spreadto avery large
part of theworld- Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Cambodia, Vietnam, China, Japan, Thailand, |

K orea, Mongoliaand Afghanistan. Even today asubstantial population of thesecountries | Notes ™
isBuddhist.

Hinduism underwent many changesin history. It gaveriseto severd religioussectswithin
itself with varying beliefsand practices. Like Buddhism, some sects of Hinduism also
spread outside India, particularly inthe countriesof South East Asa. Later Hindutradition
even accepted the Buddhaas one of theincarnations (avatara) of Vishnu.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 3.1

Answer thefollowing questions:

1. Wherewerethemost of thesitesof Harappan civilization found?

2. What wasthe main occupation of the people of Harapan civilization?

3. Wheredoyoufind evidenceof neolithic habitation?

4. How doyou say that alanguage existed in Harappan civilization?

5. How would you know that Harppans had scul pture skill?

6. Namesomeof thevedicliterature of Aryans?

7. How doesman attain Salvation or moksha?

8. Howwasvedicygnaperformedinitialy?
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9. Whichweretheyagjnaspeformed by kingsto establish their position?

10. What changedid thelater vedic period practicein their religious ceremonies?

11. What werethe modes of entertainment of theAryans?

12. Name some of the Mahajanapadas of sixth century BC of North Indiaand upper
Deccan?

13. Inhow many sectsdid Jainism split?

14. How many pathsdoesthe A shtangikahas?

15. What were monasteries caled in Jainism and Buddhism?

16. Namethe3divisonsof Buddhism?

3.5 THE PERSIAN INVASION AND ITSIMPACT ON
INDIAN CULTURE

Inthefirst half of sixth century BC, therewereanumber of small tribal statesin north west
India. Therewasno sovereign power to unitethesewarring tribes. TheAchaemenidrulers
of Persiaor Irantook advantage of the palitical disunity of thisregion. Cyrus, thefounder
of the Achaemenid dynasty, and his successor Darius | annexed parts of Punjab and
Sindh. It wasbelieved to bethe most fertileand popul ous part of the Achaemenid empire.
I ndian subjectswere also enrolled intheAchaemenid army.

ThePersianrulein north western Indialasted for nearly two centuries. During thisperiod
there must have been regular contact between thetwo regions. The naval expedition of
Skylax probably encouraged trade and commerce between Persaand India. Someancient
Persian gold and silver coinshave been found in Punjab.

Though the mountai nous passesin the north western border were being used from very
early times, it seemsthat Dariusentered Indiathrough these passesfor thefirst time. Later
on, asection of Alexander’sarmy traversed the sameroute, when heinvaded Punjab.
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Theadministrative structure of the M auryan empirewasinfluenced in some measure by
that of theAchaemenid rulersof Persia. It may be mentioned herethat the Persiantitle of
satrapa (governor) continued to be used by the Indian provincia governorsaskshtrapa
for quitealongtime.

Thecultural effects of the contactswith the Persianswere also significant. The Persian
scribes brought into Indiaanew style of writing. It iscalled kharoshthi. It was derived
fromtheAramaic script, whichwaswrittenfromright toleft. Many of Asoka' sinscriptions
foundin northwestern Indiaare witten in kharoshthi. Thisscript continued to beusedin
northwestern Indiatill about third century AD. The Persaninfluencemay adso betracedin
the preamble of Asokan edicts. The Mauryan art and architecture were al'so greatly
influenced by the Persian art. Themonolithic pillar edictsof Asokawith their bell-shaped
capitalsare somewhat likethevictory pillars of theAchaemenid emperorswhich have
beenfoundin Persepolis.

The Persian influence found in Chandragupta Maurya's court was in the form of the
ceremonial hair bath taken by the emperor on hisbirthday. It wasintypical Persan style.
It ismentionedinthe Arthashastra that whenever the king consultsthe physician or the
ascetic, heshould sitinaroom wherethe sacred firewaskept. Thisindicatestheinfluence
of Zorastrianism, thereligion of ancient Iranians.

3.6 THE GREEK (MACEDONIAN) INVASION AND ITS
IMPACT ON INDIAN CULTURE

During thefourth century BC, the Greeks and the Persiansfought for supremacy over
West Asa TheAchaemenid empirewasfinaly destroyed by the Greeksunder theleadership
of Alexander of Macedon. He conquered AsiaMinor, Irag and Iran and then marched
towardsIndia According tothe Greek historian Herodotus, Alexander wasgrestly attracted
towards | ndiabecause of her fabulouswealth.

Ontheeve of Alexander’sinvasion, north western Indiawas divided into anumber of
small principalities. Lack of unity among them helped the Greeks to conquer these
principalitiesoneafter another. However, Alexander’ sarmy refused to march ahead when
they heard about the vast army and the strength of the Nandas of Magadha. Alexander
had to return. He died at Babylon at the young age of 32 on hisway back to Macedon.

Alexander hardly had any timeto reorganise hisconquests. M ost of the conquered states
wererestored to their rulers, who had submitted to hisauthority. Hedivided histerritoria
possessions covering partsof eastern Europeand alarge areain westernAsiainto three
partsand placed them under three Greek governors. The eastern part of hisempirewas
given to Seleucus Nikator, who declared himself aking after the death of his master,
Alexander.
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Though the contact between the Macedoniansand ancient Indianswasfor abrief period,
itsimpact wasfairly wideinrange. Alexander’ sinvasion brought Europe, for thefirst time,
inclosecontact with India, asroutes, by seaand by land, were opened between Indiaand
theWest. A close commercial relation was also established. Thetradersand craftsmen
usedto follow theseroutes. Alexander asked hisfriend Nearchusto explorethe seacoast
from the mouth of the Industo the Euphratesin search of harbours. The Greek writers
haveleft many val uable geographical accountsof thisregionfor us.

Alexander’sinvasion paved theway for political unification of north western Indiaby
conquering thewarring tribes of thisregion. It seemsthat by hiscampaignsAlexander
made ChandraguptaMaurya swork of annexing thisareaeasier. Soon after Alexander’s
departure, Chandraguptadefeated one of hisgeneras, Seleucus Nikator and brought the
wholeof north western Indiaupto Afghanistan under hiscontrol.

Theinfluence of Greek art isfound in the devel opment of Indian sculptureaswell. The
combination of the Greek and the I ndian styleformed the Gandhara School of art. Indians
alsolearnt theart of making well-shaped and beautifully designed gold and silver coins
fromthe Greeks. The Greekshad someinfluence on Indian astrology aswell.

Many va uableinformation about thesocial and economic condition of northern and north
western Indiaof that time areknown from the Greek accounts|eft by Arrian, admiral
Nearchus, and M egasthenes. They tell usabout the devel oped condition of many crafts,
existenceof abrisk tradewith the outs deworld, and about thegeneral prosperouscondition
of the country. Much has also been said in these accounts of carpentary asaflourishing
tradein India. It seemsthefleet which Alexander sent along the western coast of India
under NearchuswasbuiltinIndia

Alexander’ sadventure al so hel ped the West to know something about theIndianlifeand
thinking. It hasbeen said that theideasand notionsof Indian philosophy and rdigionwhich
filtered into the Roman empireflowed through the channel opened by Alexander.

Asthe Greek writersleft dated records of Alexander’scampaign, it helped usagreat dedl
to framethe chronology of ancient Indian history. Thedate of Alexander’sinvasion - 326
BC providesadefinite* marker’ for arranging the sequence of historical eventsinindia

3.7 ASHOKA THE GREAT : REPRESENTING THE ACME
OF INDIAN CULTURE

Ashokaoccupiesauniqueplaceinthehistory of India. Hispoliciesof universal peace,
non-violenceand religiousharmony find no parallel inthemonarchsof theworld.

Ashokastands out asamonarch who combined successful kingshipwithidealismand
philosophy. Like other rulers, Ashokatoo began hisreign with war - the conquest of
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Kdinga. However, themindlessdestruction of lifeand property inthiswar shattered him
so greatly that he vowed never to wage any war again. Instead he adopted the policy of
Dhamma Mijaya that is conquest through dhamma. In histhirteenth major Rock Edict,
Asokastatesthat true conquest isby piety and virtue. Such adecision taken by aking,
wholivedin an erawhere military might wasthe measure of power, earned himaunique
placeinhistory.

Ashokawasatrue humanist. Hispolicieswere oriented towardsthewel fare of hispeople.
Hisdhamma wasbased on socia responsibility. Besidesgiving importanceto respecting
brahmins, and servants, obedienceto e ders, abstention fromkilling living beings, dnamma
also asked peopletoliveinreligiousharmony. It combined initsalf thegood pointsof al
sects. Ashokaproved to be atolerant monarch who, although himself aBuddhist, never
sought toimpose hispersond religion on hissubjects. In histwelfth mgjor Rock Edict, he
statesthat in honouring of other sectsliesthe honour of one’sown sect.

Asaking, Ashokaset avery highideal for himself. He saw himself asafather and the
subjectsas hischildren. He communi cated histhoughtsand philosophy to hispeople by
inscribing them on stone pillarsand rock surfaces. These edictsareremarkabl e examples
of Mauryan architectureand a so of engineering skills. They aretheliving monuments of
histimes.

Ashokaattempted to educate his subjects by pointing out the wastefulness of expensive
rituals. He asked peopleto practiceahimsa. Hehimsdlf gave up the practicesof theroya
hunt and pleasure tours and instead began Dhamma Yattastoursfor the furtherance of
Dhamma, By giving hisempireacommon Dhamma, acommon language, and practicaly
onescript (Brahmi) hebrought further politica unification. Indiahasbeen asecular country
sincethe Buddhist age. Though he himself becameaBuddhist hedid not imposeit onthe
othersbut followed atolerant religious policy. Hemade giftsand grantsto non Buddhist as
well asanti-Buddhist.

Ashoka'sfame al so rests on the measuresthat hetook to spread the message of peace
amongst the different regions of theworld. He sent ambassadorsto the Greek kingdoms
and theWest. Indian culture spread to far-away lands. According to aBuddhi st tradition,
Asokasent Buddhist missionsto regionssuch as Sri Lankaand Central Asia. Buddhism
spread to different parts of theworld and although it isno longer amajor forcein India
today, yet it continuesto be popular in Sri Lankaand the Far Eastern countries.

TheVarnasystem popularly known asthe caste systemwhich had ariseninthe VedicAge
now becamewe | established and gradudly becamethedominant form of socid organization
throughout India. Along with the new religionsand philosophy the growth of cities, crafts
and tradefurthered the process of cultural unity in our country. Asokaunified theentire
country under one empireand renounced the use of war asstate policy. On the other hand
he saysthat he strivesto dischargethe debt he owesto al living creatures.
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3.8 ART AND ARCHITECTURE: MAURYAN BEGINNINGS

The Mauryan contribution to art and architecture was significant. Ashokaisknown to
have built 84,000 stupasto commemorate various eventsof Buddha'slife. According to
Megasthenes, Pataliputra’ sgrandeur matched that of the citiesof Persia

Ashokan edictswereinscribed on stonepillarsthat were made of singlecolumnsof polished
sandstone and had capitalson their top. The best preserved of all Ashokan edictsstands
at LauriyaNandangarh (Bihar). Thisthirty-two feet tall column hasan amost fifty ton
seated lion capital placed onitstop, an engineering feat worth admiring. Thebull capital
from Rampuraisaso another fineexample of Mauryan sculpture. Themost famouscapita
istheoneat Sarnath, which showsfour lionsand the Dharmachakra. Youmust befamiliar
with thisasthishas been adopted asthe nationa emblem of the Republic of India.

Besidespillars, few Mauryan figures have also cometo light. The most well known of
theseistheYakshi from Didargan]. The beauty of thesefiguresliesintheexactnessof their
workmanship and in thefact that they. appear to be madefrom onesinglestone. Likethe
pillars, thesefiguresare polished with aunique surface gloss (now called Mauryan polish).
Youwill beamazed to know that despitea| these centuriesthisglosshasnot lost itsshine.
Besidesthelanguage that hasbeen used in nearly all theinscriptionsand Prakrit which
appearsto have becomethe linguafrancaof the country and in the Brahmi script the
earliest known Indian script.

Another noteworthy aspect of Mauryan architectureistherock cut caves. TheL omash
Rishi (withitsimpressiveentrance) and the Sudamacavesareexamplesof sucharchitecture.
These caves cut from solid rock were provided by Ashokafor non-Buddhist monks.
These caves marked the beginning of therock cut architecturewhich was patronised by
later rulerstoo. Hisrock edictswereinscribed inthelocal language and thelocal script.

3.9 POST - MAURYAN CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS

Although the Greeks, Shakas, Parthians, and Kushanaswereforeigners, they weredowly
absorbed into thelocal population. Sincethey werewarriors, thelaw giversassigned them
thestatusof Kshatriyas. It should be noted that such alarge scaleassimilation of foreigners
into the Indian society took place only in the post-Mauryan times. We can say roughly
from about 200 BC to about 3 century A.D. profound changestook placein theeconomic
and political lifeand vital developmentsin different aspectsof cultura life of our country
i.e. religion, art and science aswel | astechnology. Therewasasgnificant advancementin
foreign trade both by land and by sea, besides emergence of variouscrafts.

Many foreign rulersadopted Vaishnavism. Inthe Besnagar Pillar incription, Heliodorus
(the Greek ambassador of the Indo-Greek king Antialkidas) describes himself as a
Bhagavatai.e. worshipper of Vishnu. Similarly some coins of Kanishkaal so show the
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figureof Sivaonthem. Youwill recal that one of the Kushan rulerswascalled Vasudeva,
clearly indicating hisvaishnavafaith. Do you know theimportance attached to the year of
Kanishka'saccessioni.e. 78A.D.. Well, it marksthe beginning of the Sakaera.

Theinteraction among different foreign ethnic groupsand the Indians played animportant
roleintheir choiceof oneor theother Indianreligions. Someforeignrulersasoturned to
Buddhism, asthisdid not create the problems of fitting into the caste system. M enander
converted to Buddhism. Kanishkatoo isremembered for hisservicesto thisreligion.
However thisincreasing popularity of Buddhism brought about amajor changeinthe
religion. Buddhisminitsorigina formwastoo abstract for theforeigners. They therefore
advocated asmpler formthrough whichthey could satisfy their religiouscravings. Around
the sametime Buddhism split into two schools: the Mahayana or the Great Wheel and the
Hinayana or the Small Wheel. The former believed in image worship, rituals and
Bodhisattvas, (incarnations of Buddha) whilethelatter continued the practices of the
earlier Buddhism.

TheMahayanareceived royd patronagefrom Kanishka, who convened thefourth Buddhist
Council tofinaliseitsteachings. He al so set up many stupasin memory of the Buddha.

Art and Sculpture

Central Asianinvasionsled to further development of Indian art and scul pture. Close
contacts with the western world introduced many new formsin Indian art. The most
sgnificant devel opment wasthegrowth of the Gandharaschool of art. Thisschool borrowed
featuresfrom both the Greek and Roman art forms. Many images of the Buddhafromthe
Kushan period haveApollonian faces, their hair isin the Graeco-Roman styleand their
draperiesarranged in the style of aRoman toga. Thisassimilation of artistic featureswas
probably because many artisansfrom different countriestrained in different schoolscame
together under the Kushanrule.

Mathura, whichwasthe centre of theindigenous school of art, wasa soinfluenced by the
invasions. A number of imagesfrom here of terracottaand red sandstone, which have
definite Saka-Kushaninfluence, have survived. Themost famousisthe headless statue of
Kanishkafrom Mathura. Whilethe earlier Buddhistshad used only symbolsto depict the
Buddha, the Mathura school becamethefirst to make facesand figures of the Buddha.
Folklores such asthe Jatakas were drawn out inlong panelson rock faces. Besidesthe
images of Buddha, which were madein large numbers, statues of Mahavirawere also
produced.

Deccan and South India

The Satavahanasin the Deccan held animportant position under the Mauryas. After the
death of Ashoka, they assumed total independence. They became very powerful and
madetheir capital at Paithan or Pratisthan on theriver Godavari. The Satavahanas soon
entered into conflict with the foreign satraps, especially the Shakas. It was under
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Gautamiputraand his son Vasi shthiputra Satkarni that the Satavahanas became very
powerful. They extended their kingdom, cleared forests, made roads and administered
their Statewell. New towns came up and trade was carried on with far off countrieslike
Persia, Irag and Combodia.

Kharavelaof Kalinga

Another kingdom which roseto aposition of importance after the MauryaswasKainga.
Kdingaincluded modern Orissaand partsof Northern Andhra. Itsmost important ruler
wasKharavela. TheHathigumphalnscriptioninaJdain caveat Udaigiri hillswould giveus
adetailed account of hisreign, but unfortunately itisnot easily decipherable. Itisdefinitely
known that hewasagraet administrator aswell asabravewarrior. He carried out works
of piety and public utility, like building roadsand gardens.

South India

Theareawhichliesto the south of theriver Krishnaand Tungabhadraiscalled South
India. It wastheregion of the Cholas, Cheras and the Pandyaswho were constantly at
war with each other.

Sour ces

Themain source of information about these kingdoms and thelife of the peopleisthe
Sangam literature. That iswhy this period from the beginning of thelst century B.C. tothe
end of 2nd century A.D. iscalled the Sangam period of the history of South India.

Cholas

Karikalawasthemost important ruler of thiskingdom. He defeated the combined forces
of the Cherasand the Pandays. He succeeded in pushing back aninvasion from Ceylon.
Karikalahas been credited with many welfare activities.He got may canalsdug so that
water from theriver Cauvery could beused for irrigation purposes. Karikaapatronised
worksof literatureand art. Hewasafollower of theVedicreligion.

Pandays

The Pandyan empirewasfounded by awoman king. She maintained ahuge army. She
also encouraged trade and patronised art aswell asliterature.

Lifeand Culture

The peopleduring thisperiod lived asimplelife. They werefond of music, dancing and
poetry. Many musicd instrumentslike drums, flutes, pipes, etc. were popular.

Most of the peoplelived in valleysand amajority of them were farmers. Otherswere
herdsmen. Therewere artisansand craftsmen alsowho mainly lived intowns. Therewere
merchants specially inthe coastal areasand tradewascarried on by sea.
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Society

The Greeks, Kushanas, Shakas and Parthianswere called Yavanas. They soon merged
with the Indian society and adopted I ndian names and inter-married. Eventheir coins
started carrying theimagesof Indian godslike Vishnu, Ganeshaand Mahesha. Thefact
that they had adapted to the I ndian society easily may explainwhy foreignrulerspatronised
Buddhism.

TheAgeof Har shvardhana

King Harshvardhanadecided that he must subduethe petty warring rulersand bring them
under hisdomain. He devoted six important yearsof hislifeto do so. Hiuen Tsang, a
Chinesetraveller and BanaBhat, hiscourt poet, have given detailed accountsof Harsha's
reign. According to Hiuen Tang, King Harshvardhana had an efficient government. He
further tellsusthat familieswere not registered and therewas no forced |abour,

Harsha'sreligiousactivities

Do you know that Harshabuilt many hospitalsand rest houses? He al'so gave grantsto
many religionsespecialy Buddhism and Hindu Religion. Later in hislifeHarshabecame
moreinclined towards Buddhism.

Harsha'sliterary activities had someimportant plays e.g. Nagananda Ratnavali and
Priyadarsita. He collected | earned men around him asisevident from thereport of Hiuen
Tsang and BanaBhat. Banawrote Harsha sfamousbiography, Harshcharitaaswell asthe
literary piece Kadambari.

Kingdomsof the Deccan and the South: You have read about the Satavahanaswho
controlled the Deccan for along time. After their decline, many small kingdomscameupin
the Deccan. Thefirst one among them wasthat of the Vakatakas, who tried to build a
strong state, but they did not last long

After the Vakatakas camethe Chal ukyas of Vatapi and Kayani. Pulakesinwasapowerful
ruler of the Chalukyadynasty. The Cha ukyaskept fighting with the Rashtrakutas (towards
the north) and the Pallavas (towardsthe south). The Chalukyarulecametoanendin 753
A.D. whenthe Rashtrakutas defeated them.

Thecapital city of Vatapi wasaprosperousone. ThereweretraderelationswithArabia,
Iran and the Red Seaport to thewest, aswell aswith South-East Asia. Pulakesin |1 sent
an ambassador to king Khusrao Il of Persia. The Chalukyas patronised art aswell as
religion. They build templesand cave shrinesin the deccan hills. Many of the scul pturesof
the Elloracaveswere created at thistime under the patronage of the Chalukyasand the
Rashtrakutas.
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 3.2

Answer thefollowing questions:

1. What werethe sourcesof information about the socia and economic conditionsof the
peopleof northern and north-western Indiain fourth century BC?

2. What isDhammavijayaaccording to king Ashoka?

3. Statetheviewsof Ashokain histwelfth magor rock edict?

4. Wheredo you find edictsof Ashoka?

5. Whereisthenationa emblem of Indiataken from?

6. What werethefeaturesborrowed by Gandharaschool of art from Greek and Roman
artforms?

7. Describetheuniquenessof Mathuraschool of art?

3.10 CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT DURING THE GUPTA
PERIOD

Thelast phase of ancient Indian history startsin early fourth century A.D. and endsin
about the8" A.D. The Guptasbuilt astrong and powerful kingdom and under thepolitical
unity and State patronagethat was provided by them, culturd activitiesincreased manifold.
Youwill recall that following the Greek invasion, various art formsin Indiahad been
markedly influenced by Graeco-Roman styles. Thisart mainly depicted the Buddhaor
Buddhi st thought. But during the Gupta period art became more creative and Hindu gods
and goddesses al so cameto be portrayed.

Theartistic achievement of the ageisexhibited in the ddlicateworkmanship and thevariety
of desgnsshownindifferent kindsof Guptacoins. Thegenera schemethat wasfollowed
wasto exhibit the portrait of theking on one side of the coin or an appropriate goddess

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course



Ancient India

with her associated symbolson the other side. The king isshown in many positions -
shooting atiger or alion, playingamusica instrument seated on ahigh backed couch etc.
On thereversein most cases was L akshmi, the goddess of wealth and in some cases
Saraswati, the goddess of knowledge and arts.

Besidescoins, Guptaart found adequate expression in monuments and scul ptures. The
skilled artists of thisage used their toolsand skillsto expresstheidea sand philosophical
traditionsof Indiathrough variousart forms. They decorated eventhe nichesand corners
of religious placeswith statues of gods and goddesses. Theimages of godsweretreated
as symbol srepresenting attributes associated with the gods. Hencethe god were shown
having four or eight armsin each carrying asymbol or an ayudha (weapon) athough they
weredepicted inhumanforms. Stone, terracotta, and other materia swere used to construct
the abodes of gods and goddesses.

Examples of the Gupta art can be seen at the dashavatara temple at Deogarh and the
cavetemplesin Udalgiri hills. However, the most famous examples of Guptaart that still
remain are the numerous seated and standing images of Buddhafrom Sarnath.

Theschool of art that thrived at Sarnath provides uswith some of themost pleasing and
graceful imagesof theBuddha. Besides stone, Guptaartistswerealso skilledin bronze. A
two metre high bronzeimage of Buddhahasbeen discovered at Sultangan] (near Bhagd pur
in Bihar). Examples of sculpturesin caves created during this period are traced to the
famousElloraCaves.

Architecture

The Guptaarchitecture hassurvived inafew shrines, rock cut caves (Ajanta) and temples,
such asthe Dashavatara temple at Deogarh. These structureswere mainly made of stone
and bricks. Some references in the works of Kalidasa give us a glimpse of Gupta
architecture. The poet hasgiven avivid picture of awell-planned town with anetwork of
roads, market places, big sky-touching palacesand mansionswith terraces. The palaces
had many inner apartments. They had court-yards, prisons, court-room and sabhagriha.
Their verandahsopened on roofslit with moon-beam at night. Thepleasuregarden which
was attached to palace contained all sortsof seasonal flowersand trees.

Archaeological evidence about Guptaarchitectureishowever poor. However, examples
of Guptashrineshave been discovered inthejunglesof Central India, especially inthe
Bundelkhand region. Theseincludethe oneat Bhitargaonin Kanpur digtrict.

Painting

Painting asan art form reached ahigh degree of perfection during the Guptatimes. The
wall frescoesat theAjantacaves (Aurangabad) and the one at Bagh caves (near Gwalior)
bear evidence of this. Although Ajanta paintings bel ong to the period between thefirst to
the seventh century AD yet most of these were produced during the Guptatime. These
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paintingsdepict variousscenesfromthelife of the Buddha Theskill with which the human,
animal and plant figures have been drawn showstherefined and sensitive nature of Gupta
art. The conception of beauty was acharacteristic of Guptaart. Expression through art
wasgivenimportance asit wasregarded asameansfor the attainment of spiritual joy.

3.11 THE PALLAVASAND THE CHOLAS

Any account of ancient Indiaisincompletewithout referring to thetwo dynastiesof South
Indiai.e. thePdlavasand the Cholasand their contributionto art, architecture, adminigtration

and conquests. Quite a few
dynasties rose in the South
fromtheearly centuriesof the
Chrigianera Amongthemthe
Pdlavasweregresat patrons of
art and architecture. The
‘ratha a Mahabdipuramdyle
of templesbuilt by themwere
fine examples of rock-cut
temples. The Pallavas also
built sructura templeslikethe

Kailashanath and
Vaikunthperumal templesat
Kanchipuram. The

Kailashanath templeisahuge
structure with thousands of

Group of monumentsat M ahabalipuram near Chennai

imagesandissaid to bethe*largest snglework of art ever undertakeninIndia’. Thereis
also aset of basreliefsfound at M ahabalipuram (Mamallapuram) whichisattributed to

the pallava period. The
Pagodas built at
Mahabalipuram go back tothe
first century AD.

Temple building activity
flourishedin Indiafromthe5"
century AD onwards. Whilethe
North Indiantempleswerebuilt
inthe Nagara style consisted
of the shikaras (spiral roofs),
the garbhagriha (sanctum) and
themandap (pillared hal), the
templesinthe Southwerebuilt
inthe Dravida style completed

Sun Temple, Konarak, Odisha
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withvimanaor shikhara, high wallsand the gateway topped by gopuram. After thePdllavas
(6" to 8" century AD) thetradition of building templeswas further developed by the
Cholas (10" — 12" century AD) inthe south.

Do you know that the templewasthe central placeinthevillage? It wasthe gathering
placefor thevillagerswhowould come here everyday and exchangeideasand discussdll
matters of common interests. It served asaschool too. During festival daysdancesand
dramaswerea so performed in thetemple courtyard.

Theachievementsof the Cholasasolieintheir conquests acrossthe seasand devel oping
democraticinstitutionsfor governanceat thevillagelevel. Thevillage panchayat called
sahha or ur had extensive powers. It had control over financestoo. Thisbody included
several committeeswhich looked after various aspects of village administration. A very
detailed account of the functioning of the sabhasis available from one of the Chola
inscriptions. The Cholarulerswere also great builders. The Dravidastyle of temple
architecture reached its zenith under the Cholarulers. One of thefinest exampleof this
styleisthe Rgjargjeshwar or Brihadeshwaratemple. During this period one also notices
great achievementsinthefield of sculpture.

Great progresswas madein literature both religious and secul ar. Sanskrit also becamethe
language of the courtsin many parts of the country. Tamil literatures also made great
progress. TheAlvarsand the Nayanars, the Vai shnavite and Shaivite saintsmadelasting
contributionstoit. Inspite of the dominantsposition of Sanskritin most partsof the country,
this period marksthe beginning of many Indian languages aswell asdistinct scriptsin
different partsof the country. In short, we can say that by thetime, the ancient period of
Indian history cameto an end, Indiahad devel oped aculturewhichwasmarked by features
that have characterized it ever since.

3.12 TRANSFORMATION OF VEDIC BRAHMANISM INTO
PURANIC HINDUISM

Thetransformation of the ancient brahmanica faithinto modern Hinduism can beregarded
asthemost distingui shing feature from the Gupta period onwards. Buddhism nolonger
received asmuch royal patronageasit did earlier. Brahmanism had cometo theforefront.
The Guptarulersespecially provided filling to the Bhagavata Sect of Hinduism. They
called them selved Bhagavatas, worshipped L ord Vishnu performed Asvamedha ygjnas,
gavelarge donationsto brahmanas, and built many temples. The Puranaswerefinally
compiledinthisage. Vishnu emerged asthe god of devotion and cameto berepresented
asthe preserver of dharma. Numerouslegends gathered around him and awhole Purana
called Vishnu Purana was compiled in his honour. Similarly alaw book called the
Vishnusnriti wasalso named after him. Aboveall, by thefourth century AD therecame
into being afamous Vaishnavawork called * Shrimadbhagavad-purana’ which taught
devotionto Lord Krishna. A few Guptakingsa so wereworshippersof Shiva, thegod of
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destruction. Bhagavatism whichwasacontemporary to Buddhism and Jainisminorigin
and oweditshirthto the stream of thought which began with Upanishadsreached itszenith
and becamethemost popular sect during thisage. Thetheory of Ten Avatarsor incarnations
of thesupremegod Vishnu cameto be accepted and among them, Krishnawas considered
themost important.

BesdesVishnu, Brahma, Surya, Kartikeya, Ganesha, Durga, Lashmi, Saraswati and others
were also worshipped aswerelesser godslike Indra, Varuna, Yamaetc. The snakes, the
yakshas, and the Gandharvas a so continued to berevered. Even animals, plants, rivers
and mountainswerelooked uponwith reverenceand citieslike Banarasand Prayag became
placesof pilgrimage. 1dol worship became popular. Thusthe prominent festuresof modern
Hinduism took shape during the Gupta period.

Although Buddhismwasonitsdecline, yet it continued to haveitsfollowing. Besidesthe
atistic creationsof Ajantaand Ellora, theimages of Sarnath Buddhabelongingtothistime
show that Buddhism wasa so quite popular. Even Jainism commanded somefollowing
during the Guptaperiod.

3.13 NALANDA'S EMERGENCE AS A GREAT CENTRE OF

LEARNING

Nalandabecameagreat centre of learning during Harsha sreign. Studentsfrom different
parts of theworld came hereto imbibelearning. Although all the remains mounds of
Nalandahavenot yet been excavated, yet the evidence of ahuge complex of buildingshas
been uncovered. Some of thesewere asmany asfour storey high. According to Hiuen
Tsang, Naandahoused as many as 10,000 students. It was supported by the revenues of
200villages.

Although thishuge monastic-educationa establishment wasprimarily acentrefor learning
of MahayanaBuddhism, yet the curriculumincluded secular subjectsaswell. Grammar,
logic, epistemol ogy and sciencesweretaught here. Studentswere encouraged to devel op
aspirit of enquiry and reasoning. Activediscussionsand debatesweretaking place. Harsha
issaidto haveinvited athousand learned monksof Naandato take part in the philosophical
assembly at Kanay]. In hisaccount, Hieun-Tsang has given adetailed account of Nalanda.

Thusuniversity continued to bethe centre of intellectua activity till thetwel fth century.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 3.3

Answer thefollowing questions:
1. What werethefeatures of Guptacoins?
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4. How highwasthe bronze statue of Buddhafound at Sultangaj (near Bhaglpur)?

5. Wheredoyoufind the Guptaart form of painting?

6. Wherewasaphilosophica assembly during Harshareign took place?

3.14 CHRISTIANITY IN INDIA

Accordingtotradition, christianity wasbrought to Indiaby Saint Thomasinthefirst century
A.D. According to legends, the Parthian king Gondophernes (C. 19- 45A.C.) sent a
messanger to Syriato look for askilful architect whowould build for himanew city. The
messanger returned with St. Thomas, who converted him and many membersof hiscourt
to Chrigtianity. Thetruth of thelegend isdoubtful. It wasmost probably thefrequent trade
and movement between I ndiaand thewest whichwasresponsiblefor bringing thisdisciple
of Lord Christ to India. The merchants, tradersand even craftmen frequently travelled
along popular land and searoutes. . Tomaspreached chrigtianity in many partsof India.
Hewaskilled at Mylapore (near Madras). Thetomb of St. Thomasisstill to befound at
the same place. A large community of christiansknown as Syrian Christians contineto
residein Keralaeventoday.

TheChrigtian Church hastwo mgor divisons-the Roman Catholic church and the Protestant
church. Theholy book of the Chrigtiansisthe Bible. The Bible containstwo parts. theold
Testament and the New Testament. The Bibletoday isavailablein all magjor langauges
spokeninour country.

Today, wehaveover oneand ahalf crore Chrigtiansin India. Severd charitableingtitutions
under their patronage areflourishing in all partsof our country. Perhapsthe most famous
Christian social worker, he has contributed agreat deal for the welfare of the poor and
homelessin our country.
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 3.4

Answersthefollowing questions

1. How did Christianity cometo India?

What arethedivisionsof the Christian Church?

Who was mother Teresa?

Namethetwo structural templesbuilt by Pallavasat Kanchipuram?

What werethedifferent styleintemplearchitectureduring the Palavasand the Cholas?

Namethetemplebuilt by Cholas?

What wasthe style of sculptureinthe Cholaperiod called?

What style of work do you find at M ahabalipuram (Mamallapuram)

@“ WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

Indiahasacontinuoushistory covering avery long period dating asfar back as 7000
BGC;

TheHarappanshuilt theearliest citiescompletewith town planning, sanitation, drainege
system and broad well-laid roads;

Agriculturewasthe most important occupation of therural people.

Thevedic peoplehavecontributedimmensdy invariousfie dssuch asliterature, religion
and philosophy;
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e Towardsthelatter Vedic people society was divided into four varnas Brahmanas, the Ages
Kshatriyas, Vaishyasand Shudras.
e |mportant religionsi.e. Hinduism, Jainism and Buddhism evolved and interactions
between them resulted inasynthesisin Indian culture. a
e Theearly Vedic peopleworshipped forces of nature and personified them as Gods Notes ———

and goddesses.

e TheMauryansset upthefirgt great empirein North Indiaand under therule of Ashok
the Great it reached great height in many fields;

e TheMauryan contribution towardsart and architecturewassignificant.

e Templearchitecturereached itspinnacleof glory under the Pallavaswho were great
builders.

e Examplesof the Guptaart can be seen at the Dashavtaratemple at Deogarh and the
cavetemplesinUdaigiri temples.

¢ KingHarshacameto thethrone of Thaneswar after hehad lost hisfamily intragic
circumstances.

e Two personshavegiven detailed accountsof Harsha sreign. OneisHiuen Tsang—a
Chinese pilgrim; the other isBanaBhat—his court poet.

o Harshawasanefficient and benevolent ruler. Heindulged inmay wefareactivities. He
gaveendowmentsfor great public servants, rewarded peoplewho did work of ahigh
intellectua calibreand encouraged religiousactivitiesby giving giftsto various sects.
Hebuilt many hospitalsand rest hosues. Nalandabecame agreat centre of learning
duringHarsha'sreign.

e Harshawasasoaliterary person. Hehimself wrote playsand collected learned men
around him.

e Theachievementsof theCholasdsolieintheir conquestsacrossthe seasand devel oping
democraticingtitutionsfor governanceat thevillageleve.

E"m TERMINAL EXERCISE

1. How doyou differentiatethe culture of Aryanswith the Harappans?

2. Statethecircumstanceswhichleadsto theemergence of Jainismand Buddhisminthe
sixth century BC?

3. What weretheimpact of Persianinvasionson Indian culture?

4. What werethe outcome of the M acedonian invasion on ancient Indians?
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5. How didthetransformation of vedic brahmanisminto puranic Hinduismtakeplacein
ancient India?

6. Describethedevelopment of Indian culture during therulesof successveempire?

(]
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

31

1. Onthebanksof Indus, Ghaggar anditstributaries.
2. Agiculture

3. Inmehrgarhin Baluchistan dated back to 7000 BC.
4. Thesedscontained someform of script.

5.  Onehorned rhinoceros known as unicorn appeared on seal's. A bronze scul pture of a
dancing girl wasfound in Mohanjadro. Thistestifiesthe scul pture skill of these people.

6. Veda—Rig, Atharva, Sama, Ygjur and Brahmanas, Aranyakas and Upanishada.
7. By dharma, arthaand kama

8. Itwasperformed aongwith chanting of Vedic hymns.

9. Ashramedha, Rgasuya, Vg apeyaYgnas

10. It wasbecame moreritudistic. Instead of Indra, Agni, Varunagodsanew trinity of
gods Brahma, Vishnu, and Shivawere worshipped.

11. Gamesof chess, chariot racing etc.

12. Anga, Magadha, Kosala, Kashi, Kuru, Panchaa.

13. Two—Swetambars (white clothes ones), Digambaras (the naked ones)
14. 8(Eight)

15. Shanakasin Jainismand Viharasin Buddhism.

16. Hinayana, Mahayana, Vgrayana

3.2

1. Greek accountsleft by Arrian, Admiral Nearchusand M egasthenes.
Trueconquest isaconquest by piety and virtuei.e. welfare of people.

Thehonour of one sect liesin honouring other sects.

A WD

At LauriyaNandangarh (Bihar)
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From thefamousAshokapillar, capital at Sarnath. the Ages
(i) Apollonianfaces(ii) Hair style(iii) Draperiesarrangement
() They started facesand figures of Buddha
(i) Folkloreweredrawn out on long panelsand rock faces. .-" -
Notes ~

(i) They build statuesa so.

Onesidethe portrait of king in different positions and the other side contained the
goddesswith her associated symbols.

At Deogarh

Guptaart

2metrehigh

() Wall frescoes of theAjantacaves (Aurangabad)
(i) Bagh caves(near Gwalior)

AtKanay

S Thomasaskilful architect wasaChrigtian. Hewasaccidentaly caled by the Parthian
king Gondaphernesin C-19/45AD as an architect. St. Thomas converted many
membersinto Chrigtianity.

(i) TheRoman Catholic Church

(i1) The Protestant Church

A famous Christian socia worker who did agreat work for poor and homeless.
Kalidashanath and Va kunthaperumal.

Nagarastyleand Dravidastyle

Raargeshwar/Brihadeshware Temple

TheDravidaStyle

BasRdliefs
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MEDIEVAL INDIA

times have beenimportant milestonesin the evol ution of the composite culture of

India New religionsmovementslike Sufi and Sikhism dong with Bhakti movement
contributed to this process. If you look around, you will seetheimpact of 1dam on many
aspectsof Indian culture. You might havevisited somefamousmonumentsinIndia. These
monuments stand asthe symbol s of the composite nature of Indo-Idamic culturein India.
You can also see how variousreigionsin India, including Ilam, haveinfluenced each
other. Besides, every regionin Indiaisfamousfor giving shapeto somefolk art or the
other. Development of folk artsthrough which the common peopledisplay their cregtivity
isanother significant agpect of Indian culture. Thevariousregiona languagesthat we speak
today too have aninteresting history which evolved during thisperiod.

[Yes:crves

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

Da/eloprnernsinthefieldof religion, folk art andlanguagein Indiaduring themedieval

e understand society duringmedieval times,

o tracetheriseof Idamand Sufism;

e describethepoalitica situation of Indiain medieval times,

e examinetheinfluenceof Idamonindianreligion;

o tracethegrowth of the Bhakti movement;

e examinethedevelopment of folk arts, painting and music during the medieva period;

e tracetheriseof modern Indianlanguages,
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o discusstheriseof Sikhismandthe Skh power inlIndig; and the Ages

o tracethedevelopmentsin South India

4.1 LIFE OF PEOPLE UNDER DELHI SULTANATE l.-'_’___f--“”

WhentheMudiminvaderscameto Indiathey decided to makeit their home. They inter-
married and took to the culture of theIndians. Therewasamutual exchangeinideasand
customs. Indress, speech, mannersand intellectua outlook, thetwo influenced each other
very profoundly. Some of these changesare described bel ow.

Society

TheIndian society wasdivided into four mgor groups. They werethe aristrocats, the
priests, thetowns people and the peasants.

Aristocrats

Thearistocratsincluded the Sultan and hisrel atives, nobility and thelandholders. There
werea so the Hindu rgjahs, chiefs, Hindu merchantsand bankers. They concentrated all
thewealth aswell asthe power intheir hands. Needlessto say that they wereagroup of
very powerful people. They livedingreat styleand luxury. The Sultan outmatched everyone
inthis. Hehadtodo it so asto maintain hissuperiority and hisstatus. He had to show that
hewasdifferent from the others. Whenever anew sultan cameto thethrone, the Khutba
or sermonwasread out in hisnamein the Friday prayersat the mosquesand coinswere
issuedin hisname. Thisestablished thenew ruler onthethrone. Tomaintain hisdistincion
astheruler, hewasprovided with many officersand servantsat theroya household where
helivedin great luxury. Even the nobility imitated hisstyle and showed off their wedlth.

ThePriests

The Priestswere another important class of peopleinthesociety. Among the Hindus, they
werethe Brahmansand Ulemasamong the Mudlims. They weregiven grantsof tax-free
landfor their ma ntenanceand were often very powerful. The Ulemaswie ded greet influence
ontheMudim Sultansand often influcenced their policies. But at other timeslikeduring
thereign of Ala-ud-din Khalji, they were evenignored. Sometimesthe priestswere not
interested inreligiousaffairsbut weremoreinterested inworldly affairs.

TheTown People

Inthetown lived thewed thy merchants, tradersand artisans. Thenobility, theofficersand
the soldiersal so stayed in thetowns, that were the administrative and military centres.
Placeswherethe Sufi and Bhakti saintslived and placeswhich housed important temples
and mosgues had become pilgrim centres. Theartisanslivedintheir own specid quarters.
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Infact, theweaverslived intheweaver’scolony, thegoldsmith lived in acolony inhabited
by goldsmithsand so on. Thiswasthegenerd patternfor all artisansand craftsmen. These
peopole supplied luxury goodswere a so sent abroad for trade. Theroyal karkhanasor
workshopsemployed theseworkersfor producing beautiful goodswhich were often used
asgiftsto begiven away by the Sultans.

The Peasants

The peasants, of course, livedinthevillagesand were often theworst off. They paid huge
taxestothestate asland revenue. Any change of dynasty had no effect ontheir lives. Their
life continued asbefore.

The caste system wasvery rigid and intercaste marriagesand intercaste dining wastotal ly
prohibited. But exchange of ideasdid take place on alarge scale. Those who converted
themselvestoldamdid not forget their old customs. Thus, exchange of ideasand customs
took place. Many Hindu cusomswereadopted by the Mudimswhilemany Mudim cusoms
were adopted by the Hindus, likethose concerning food, dress, clothing and music, besides
many others.

Trade

Trade wasflourishing and many new townscame up to encouragetrade. Somecommunities
likethe Banias, Marwarisand M ultanismadetradetheir special vocation. Thebanjaras
traded in caravansand were continuoul sy on the move carrying goodsfrom oneplaceto
another.

Dehi wasthe centrefor theincoming aswell asoutgoing goods. Therewasricefromthe
East, sugar from Kanauj, wheat from the Doab and fine silksfrom the South. Besides,
therewereluxury goodslike metaware, ivory, jewellery, cotton textilesand many other.
Goodsfromoutsdelndialike East Africa, Arabiaand Chinaa so cameto Delhi. According
to Ibn Batuta, Delhi at that timewasamagnificent city.

Thegrowth of trade encouraged the use of money and at thistime cameinto usethesilver
tanka(coin). It wasthe most commonly used currency and wasintroduced by Iltutmish.
Eventhe system of weights, that were used at that time, continued to bein useuntil the
recent adoption of the metric system.

ReigiousCondition

When Islam came to India, Hinduism wasin vogue. But by this time Hinduism had
degenerated itsdlf. Therewere superstitious beliefs, ritual sand sacrifices. Brahmans had
becomevery powerful and the caste system wasvery rigid. The people, especially the
lower classes, wereill-treated. |dam wasthe opposite of what wasin practiseamong the
Hindus. It talked of equality, brotherhood and onenessof God. Therewereno dogmasin
Idam. Ontheother hand, it had asimple doctrine and ademocratic organisation.
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The coming of Idamdid not bringin many changesinthepolitica structureof the country.
Ontheother hand, it challenged the socid pattern of society. Theimportant result of this
contact wasthe emergence of the Bhakti movement and the Sufi movement. Both the
movementswere based on thefact that God was supreme, all menwereequal for Him
and Bhakti or devotion to Him wastheway to achieve salvation.

4.2 RISE OF ISLAM AND SUFISM

TheMudlimsfirst cameto Indiain the eighth century AD mainly astraders. They were
fascinated by the socio-cultural scenarioin thiscountry and decided to make Indiatheir
home. Thetraderswho cameto Indiafrom Central and West Asiacarried back withthem
tracesof Indian scienceand culture. Asaresult they became cultura ambassadorsof India
by disseminating thisknowledgeto the Islamic world and from there to Europe. The
immigrant Mudimsa so enteredinto matrimonia alianceswiththeloca peopleand learned
tolivetogether in harmony. Therewasmutua exchange of ideasand customs. TheHindus
and Mudimsinfluenced each other equaly in dress, speech, manners, cusomsand intellectua

pursuits. TheMudimsa so brought with themtheir religion, Idam which had adegp impact
on Indian society and culture. L et usfind out more about Prophet Mohammad and Idam
inthislesson.

Prophet Mohammad preached |dam in the seventh century AD inArabia. Hewasbornin
AD 571intheQurayshtribeof Arabia. Hemigrated to Madinafrom Meccain AD 622
and thismarked the beginning of theHijiraEra. According-totheMudimbelief, Quranis
the message of Allah revealed to Mohammad through hisarchangel Gabridl. It hasbeen
trandated into severa languages.

Thefivefundamental principlesof Idamare:
(1) Tauhid(belief inAllah)

(2) Namaz (prayers, fivetimesaday)

(3) Roza(fastinginthemonth of Ramzan)
(4) Zakat (givingof dms)

(5) Ha (pilgrimageto Mecca)

Prophet Mohammead' ssayingsare preserved inwhat iscalled the Hadith or Hadees. After
hisdeath the Caliphate was established. Therewerefour piousCaliphs.

Idamtalked of equality, brotherhood, and the existence of one God. Itsarrival particularly
made aprofound impact on thetraditional pattern of Indian society. Theriseof boththe
Bhakti and the Sufi movements contributed immensely inthisregard. Both the Bhakti and
the Sufi movementsbelieved that all humansareequal, God is supremeand devotionto
Godistheonly way to achieve savation.
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4.2.1 Rise of Sufism

Sufismisacommon termused for [Iamic mysticism. The Sufiswerevery libera intheir
religiousoutlook. They believedintheessentid unity of dl rdigions. They preached spiritudity
through musi c and doctrinesthat professed unionwith God. Sufismoriginatedinlranand
found acongenia atmospherein Indiaunder the Turkishrule. Their senseof piety, tolerance,
sympathy, concept of equality and friendly attitude attracted many Hindus, mostly from
lower classes, toldam. Sufi saintssuch asMoinuddin Chigti, NizamuddinAuliya, Fariduddin
Ganj-e-Shakar were the pioneer sufiswho are still loved, respected and honoured in
India. The sufiswerea soinfluenced by the Christian and Buddhist monksregarding the
establishment of their khangahs and dargahs. Khangah theinstitutions (abode of Sufis)
set up by the Sufisin northern Indiatook Islam deeper into the countryside. Mazars
(tombs) and Takias (resting places of Muslim saints) also became the centresfor the
propagation of Islamic ideas. These were patronized both by the aristocracy and the
common people. The Sufisemphasi zed respect for al human beings.

The Sufiswere organised into religious ordersor silsilahs. Thesesilsilahswere named
after their founders such as Chishti, Suhrawardi, Qadi. and Nagshbandis. According to
Abul Fazl, the author of the Ain-i-Akbari, there were as many asfourteen silsilahsin
Indiaduring the sixteenth century. Each order had itsown khangah, which served asa
shelter for the Sufi saintsand for destitutes, and | ater devel oped asacentre of learning.

Ajmer, Nagaur and Ajodhan or Pak Pattan (now in Pakistan) devel oped asimportant
centresof Sufism. Thesed so Sarted thetradition of piri-muridi, (teacher and thedisciple).
In order to attain astate of mystical ecstasy, the sufislistened to poetry and music (sama)
whichwereoriginaly inPersan, but later switched to Hindawi or Hindustani. They preached
theunity of God and self-surrender unto Himinamost the sameway asthevotariesof the
Nirgun Bhakti movement did. Music attractseverybody, irrespective of language. Slowly
such music attracted the Hinduswho started visiting the dargahsin large number. The
Hinduimpact on Sufism aso becamevisibleintheform of siddhasand yogic postures.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.1

1. Thebeginning of which eraismarked by Prophet Mohammad' smigrationto Madina
from Mecca?

2. WhatisRoza?

3. Whobrought Hindu followersto Idam by their attitude of piety, tolerance concept of
equality and sympathy?
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4. Nametheauthor of Ain-i-Akbari.

4.3 POLITICAL BACKGROUND Notes &

Therulersof Delhi, who ruled from 1206-90, were Mamluk Turks. They werefollowed
by theKhiljis, Tughlags, Sayyidsand L odis, who ruled northeralndiafrom Delhi till 1526.
All theserulerswere called Sultans. A Sultan was supposed to rule over aterritory on
behalf of theKhdifaor Caliph, who was considered to be the spiritual and temporal head
of the Muslims. Both the names of the Khalifa and the Sultan used to beread in the
khutha, (Friday prayers) by thelocal Imams.

In 1526 the Delhi Sultanswerereplacedby the Mughals, whoinitially ruled fromAgraand
later from Delhi till 1707. Thereafter, the Mugha rule continued only nominaly till 1857
when the dynasty ended. The Mughalsdid not ask for any investiture but continued to
send presentsto the Khalifas. They a so got the khutba read in their own names.

However, Sher Shah, alocal Afghanruler, challenged the Mughal ruler, Humayun and
kept him away from the throne of Delhi for about fifteen years (1540-55). Sher Shah's
reign standsout for many outstanding achievements. Among these wasthe construction of
several roads, the most important being Sarak-i-Azamor Grand Trunk Road extending
from Sonargaon (now in Bangladesh) to Attock (now in Pakistan) and run through Delhi
andAgraadistanceof 1500 kos. The other roadswerefromAgrato Burhanpur, Agrato
Marwar and from Lahoreto Multan. He struck beautiful coinsin gold, silver and copper
whichwereimitated by theMugha Kings.

Mughal emperor Akbar who ruled from 1556-1605 was agreat ruler in the history of
India. He made asincere effort to foster harmony among his subjects by discouraging
racid, religiousand cultura biases. Hetried to devel op friendly relationswith the Hindus.
Tofulfil hisimperialist ambitionsheentered into matrimonia alianceswith the Rgjput
rulers. His greatest contribution was the political unification of the country and the
edtablishment of andl powerful centra government with auniform system of administration.
Akbar wasagreat patron of art, architectureand learning. Asasecular minded monarch
hedso started afaith called Din-i-1llahi which encompassed ideasfrom variousreligions.
Onevery Thursday, scholarsfrom different religions cameto debate on religiousissues
raised by the emperor. Thiswas done at the Ibadat Khanain Fateh Pur Sikri at Agra.
Thoughilliterate Akbar patronised scholarsand learned men. In hiscourt therewerenine
such NavratnaMullaDo Pyaza, Hakin Humam, Abdur Rahim Khan e Khanan, Abul
Tayal, Tansen, RgjaTodar Mal, RggaMan Singh, Faizi and Birbal. Akbar’s policy of
liberdism andtolerancewascontinued by hissuccessors, Jahangir and Shah Jehan. However
thispolicy was abandoned by Aurangzeb.
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Aurangzeb’s short sighted policies and endlesswarsin different parts of the country
(especidly in South India) resulted inthe disintegration of theMughal empire.

Therise of the Marathas in the south, the invasions of Nadir Shah and Ahmad Shah
Abdali, unrest amongst the nobility inthe court and therise of the Sikhsin north- western
Indiadestroyed whatever wasleft of the Mughal power. Economically Indiawasstill the
biggest exporter intheworld and had great wedlth, but it wasl eft far behind in the process
of modernisation.

4.4 CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT

Itwasinthefield of art and architecturethat therulersof thisperiod took akeeninterest.
Thecompositecultural characteristic of themedieval periodisamply witnessedinthese
fields. A new style of architecture known asthelndo- Ilamic stylewasborn out of this
fusion. Thedigtinctivefeaturesof Indo-Islamic architecturewerethe (a) dome; (b) lofty
towersor minarets; (c) arch; and (d) the vaullt.

TheMugha rulersweregresat loversof nature. They took pleasurein spending their timein
building beautiful fortsand gardens. Thefamous Mugha gardenslikethe Shalimar Bagh
andtheNishat Bagh areimportant e ementsof our cultura heritage. Therewerewaterways
and fountains criss-crossing these gardensand findlly, therewere gardenswith stagesor
levels. Thewater, while cascading from one stage to another, wasmadetofall in small
streamletswith lampslit behind them, making thewater shimmer and lend aspecial charm
to thewhol e atmosphere. It could a so be madeto flow over achiselled and doping dab,
sothat thewater flowing over it shimmered. Thebest exampleof thistypeof gardenisthe
Shalimar Gardensof Lahore (now in Pakistan). The Lahore garden hasthree stages. But
abetter examplecan beseeninIndiaat Pinjore Garden situated onthe Chandigarh-Kalka
road where we have aseven-stage garden. Thisimpressed the British so much that they
created athree-stage gardenin the Vice-Regal Lodge (now the Rashtrapati Bhawan) in
New Delhi, It wasonthesevery linesthat thefamous Vrindavan Gardenin Mysorewere
built in thetwentieth century.

Thepietraduraor coloured stoneinlay work on marblebecamevery popular inthedays
of Shah Jahan and thefinest examplesof thistype of work areavailableinthe Red Fortin
Dehi andtheTg Mahd at Agra. Besides, the structureswithinthe Fatehpur Sikri complex,
thefortsat Agraand Lahore and the Shahi mosgquesin Delhi and Lahoreareanimportant
part of our heritage. During this period mosgues, tombs of kingsand dargahs cameto
dominatethelandscape.

Coinage

Another aspect of art, whichisof great importanceto us, isconnected with Numismatics
(thestudy of coins) whichisamajor source of information for any periodin history. The
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coinsof Mudimkingsarevauablein history. Their designs, caligraphy and mint marks
giveusplenty of interestinginformation onthisperiod. Fromtheroyd titles, thenameand
place of minting we canfind out the extent of the monarch’skingdom aswell ashisstatus.
Muhammead Tughlag'scoinswereminted at Del hi, Daulatabad and severd other provincid
capitalsand had at |east twenty-five different varieties. Some of thelegendsfound onthe
coinsarequiteinteresting. Thewarrior inthe cause of God' and * hewho obeysthe Sultan
obeysthe Compassionate’, areafew examples.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.2

Fill intheblanks:;
|.  Thenamesof the Khalifaand the Sultan wereread in the

2. Aloca Afghanruler challenged the Mughd ruler Humayun and kept him away from
thethrone of Delhi for about fifteen years.

3. Tofulfil hisimperialist ambition Akbar entered into matrimonial allianceswiththe
rulers.

4. TheRashtrapati Bhawanin New Delhi wasknown as during British
rule

5. Thepietraduraor coloured stoneinlay work on marble becamevery popular inthe
daysof

4.5 BHAKTI MOVEMENT

The Sufiswere not the only popular religiousteacher of thetime. Therewere aso the
Bhakti saints. Their teachingsweresimilar to those of the Sufisbut they had beenteaching
for alonger time. They were popular among the artisans, craftsmen and tradersinthe
towns. Thepeopleinthevillagesasoflocked to listen to them.

The Sufi and Bhakti saints had many thoughtsand practicesin common. Their essential
belief wasinthe need to unitewith God. They laid stressonlove or devotion asthebasis
of therelationship with God. To achieveall thisaGuru or aPir was needed.

The Bhakti saints attacked the rigidity in religion and the objects of worship. They
disregarded caste and encouraged womentojoinintheir religious gatherings. The Bhakti
saintsdid their entireteaching intheloca vernacular languageto makeit comprehensible
eventosmpleminds.

The Bhakti saints belonged to various backgrounds but mainly from thelower castes.
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the Ages Many wereartisansby origin or belonged to theless prosperousclassof cultivators. They
stressed the need for tolerance among humansand religions.
The Bhakti movement waslong knownin the South. Theideaof preaching Bhakti through
hymns and storieswastraditionally done by the Alvars and the Nayannars of the Tamil
devotional cult. Youwill read about them later in thisbook

Notes

Guru Nanak
Guru Nanak wasborn of aK hatri family inthevillage ) $|"fx$:// "
of Talwandi whichisnow called Nankana. Though §‘ — ,//

[ W
[

Guru Nanak wastrained in accountancy, he preferred
the company of saintsand sufis. Sometimelater, he
had amystic vision. Heleft homefor the company of
saintsand pirs. He composed hymnsand sang themto
the accompaniment of the‘rababy’, whichisamusica
instrument. His hymns are popular even today. He
emphasisedloveand devotionfor theoneand only God.
He strongly denounsed idol worship, pilgrimages,  ;
sacrificesand ritualsasaway to achieving God. He o
demanded purity of character and conduct asthefirsg =
condition of approaching God. Hebelieved that anyone

could achieveaspiritud lifewhiledoing hisdutiesasahouseholder.

A,

A
Py
i

Ramanuja

Ramanujawasfrom the South and hetaught in
thelangauge of thecommon people. Hisdisciple
was Ramanandawho took his Guru’s message
tothenorthern partsof India.

Ramananda

Ramanandawasborn at Allahabad and educated
at Varanasi. He preached at both these places.
Hewanted to rid the Hindu religion of itsevil
customs and practices. He wanted people to
know that all menwereequal intheeyesof God
and there was nobody high born or low born.
Hisfollowersbelonged to diferent walksof like.
For example, Kabir wasaweaver, Sadhanawas
abutcher, Ravidasawasacobbler and Senawas
abarber.
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K abir

Kabir wasRamananda sfavouritedisciple. Like
Nanak, hecriticisedtheexisting socia order and
calledfor Hindu-Muslim unity. Kabir, the son
of aMusdlimweaver, strongly denounced idol
worship, taking part informal worship such as
Namaz, pilgrimages or bathing inrivers. He
wanted to preach a religion which was
acceptable to all and that would unite all
religions. Heemphasised the unity of God. He
called Him by several names such as Rama,
Gobinda, Hari and Allah. You must haveread
his*Dohas or ‘ couplets inHindi.

ChaitanyaM ahaprabhu

Chaitanyawasasaint from Bengal. Hewasadevotee
of Lord Krishna. Though he was a Brahman he
condemned the caste system and emphasised on the
equality of all. Hewanted the people to know that true
worshiplay inloveand devotion. Heusedtogointoa
trancesinging devotiond songsinpraiseof Lord Krishna

Mirabai

Mirabai wasanother Bhakti Saint who worshipped,
composed and sang songsin praiseof Lord Krishna
Like Chaitanya, shetoowould gointo atrancein her
lovefor the God.

Namadeva

Namadeva was atailor. He wrote in Marathi. His
poetry spoke of intenselove and devotion to God.

Popularity of theBhakti M ovement

How did the Bhakti movement became so popular
with the people? Animportant reason wasthat they
challenged the caste system and the superiority of the
Brahmanas. They wel comed theideas of equaity and
brotherhood which the Sufi saints also preached.
Peoplewereno longer satisfied with theold religion. They wanted areligion which could
satisfy boththelr rationality aswell asemotions.
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All the Bhakti saintsemphasi sed oneness of God. They said that the path to God lay in
devotion and Bhakti to Him and not in any rituals. They condemned ritualsand sacrifies.

Innorthern India, it devel oped into two streams, nirguna bhakti and saguna bhakti. The
nirguna bhaktaswere devotees of aformless God even whilecalling himvariously as
Rama, Govinda, Hari or Raghunatha. The most conspicuousamong them were Kabir and
Nanak. The saguna bhaktaswere devotees of Rama, the son of Dasharatha, or Krishna,
the son of Devaki and Vasudeva. Some of the best examples of Saguna bhaktaswere
Tulsidas, who idolised Ramain hisfamous Ramcharita Manas, and Surdas, who sang
praisesof Krishnain hisfamous Sursagar. Raskhan, aMuslim poet, who was adevotee
of Lord Krishna, also belonged to thistradition.

Thefirst important feature of bhakti movement wasthe concept of oneness of God and
brotherhood of al human beings. It did not discriminate against anyone on the basi s of
caste or gender. Itssecond important featurewas surrender into God, whoisdl pervasive
and capable of solving the problemsof the devotees. Thethird important feature of bhakti
wasan intense personal devotion to God with an emphasisonagood moral life. It wasfelt
that chanting the name of God constantly purified the soul and prepared onefor Hisgrace.
A true devotee does not want heaven or moksha. Heonly wantsto chant the Lord’sname
and bebornagainand againtosing Hispraise.

Inaddition, cametheguru or spiritua teacher, whosefunctionwasto provide peoplewith
hope, strength and inner courage. He was supposed to be a person who had marched
ahead on the path of bhakti and had probably realised God and hence was capabl e of
leading othersinto Him. Thisbrought in asystem of pahul. Pahul wasthe sanctified water
offered by amaster to the pupil or shishya asatoken of hisbeing accepted asatraineeon
hismarch to godliness. The Sikhs performed “washing of theswords’ ceremony, called
khande ka pahul, evolving asthe pir-muridi custom (the saint-soldier concept). Have
you been ableto notice here somefeatures of the Bhakti tradition, whichweresimilar to
the practicesand ideasof the Sufis?

Thespirit of Bhakti pervaded thewholeof Indiaand found vivid and beautiful expresson
intherdigiouspoetry of themedieva saintsand mystics, no matter what religiousfaiththey
believedin. Ther literary compositions, rendered into geet, gawali, etc united the people,
asnothing e se could havedone. It a so stimul ated the devel opment of regional languages.

el

INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.3

Answer thefollowing questions

1. What werethetwo main streamsof bhakti movement?
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2. Nameanimportant nirguna and saguna bhakti poet.

4.6 DEVELOPMENT OF FOLK ARTS

Therura massesgot opportunitiesto display their creative skillsinmany fields. Severa
occas onsassociated with agricultura operations, for examplethetilling of soil, sowing of
saplings, picking of cotton, pulling out theweedsand many other socid functionsprovided
opportunitiesfor singing and dancing. Doesthissound familiar toyou?Yes, thefestivals
and ritualsyou perform today have continued from the past with necessary changesin
keepingwithtime.

The advent of rains became occasionsfor dancing and merry-making. The godswere
invoked and special pujasofferedinthetemples. It wasa so an occasion for enjoying the
swings. Similarly, ladieson their spinning wheelsaccompanied by other ladieswould sit
together and singtill lateinto thenight. Thiswasacommon sightinamost al thevillagesin
India

Itisimportant to notethat al most every region devel oped itsown peculiar danceformwith
alocal flavour. Thus Garba, Kalbella, Bhangra, Giddha, Bamboo dance, Lavani and
innumerable other danceforms, cameinto existence. Today, some of these are performed
during the Republic Day celebrationsaswell ason other festive occasions.

Formal education wasnot considered very important for women but thisdid not prevent
them from showing their talent in various other fields. They displayed their creativity in
needlework. In Rajasthan, girlscame up with beautiful designson odhanis, shirtsand
ghagras. The Rajasthanis also created beautiful designs of tieand dyework infabrics
used both by women and men. Even today, wefind the people of Rgjasthan asthe most
colourfully dressedin India. Their lavishnesscould be seenin theway they decorated their
animas(horses, bullocks, camelsand even e ephants). In Punjab, the girlscreated beautiful
phulkaris. In and around L ucknow, came up the chikan work on shirts, salwars, odhanis
and even sarees. It appears that the dramatists about whom Bharata mentionsin his
Natyashastra (fifth century AD) had not completely disappeared. Thetamasha and the
lavani formsof dance dramawere developed in Maharashtra; the Pandavanisin central
Indiaand Merasisin northern Indiaapplied such art formswith dight modifications. So
also the puppeteer, the bard and the mime moved from placeto place, entertaining people
invariousways. The acrobat and the juggler also could be seen moving from placeto
place. Insomeareasthe martia artswere devel oped, whilewrestling hasbeen popular dl
over Indiasncetimeimmemoria.
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.4

1. Nameany twoimportant folk dances.

2. Nameany oneimportant type of needlework that developedinIndia.

4.7 PAINTING

Another areawhich wasinfluenced by 19 amic culture was painting. Humayun had spent
morethantwelveyearsin Persaasarefugee. Hebrought painterswith himto Indiawhen
hebecametheruler of Delhi onceagainin 1555. Famousamong themwere Mir Sayid Al
and Abdus Samad who nurtured thetradition of painting manuscript. Anexampleof itis
Dastan-e-Amir Hamza, which hasnearly 1200 paintings. The period a so witnessed the
flowering of portrait and miniature paintings. However, what isamazing isthat some of
these painterstried to paint the classical ragas, thereby giving form and colour to such
abstract conceptionsasmusic. Seasonsor baramasa paintingsweresmilarly givenartistic
forms. Canyou ever estimatethe creativity of these artists? Nowhereelseintheworld
except perhapsin China, artists havetried to paint music or seasons.

Akbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan continued to give patronageto these artistsand asa
result, theMughd school of painting continuedtoflourish. Akbar asaliberd ruler extended
hispatronageto painting. Hea so employed alarge number of Hindu painterslike Daswant
and Basawan Ld. Consequently, therewasafusion of Persan and Indian styles(of painting)
during hisperiod. The European influence on Indian painting too was noticed.

TheMughd school of painting reacheditszenith under Jahangir who wasafamouspainter.
His court was adorned with famous painterslike Ustad and Abul Hasan. Mansur was
famousfor hisminiature painting. However Aurangzeb dueto hisorthodox viewsand
politica preoccupations, slopped patronising music and painting. Liketheir masters, some
princes a so extended patronageto painters. Thus, besidesthe Mugha school, the Rgjput
and the Pahari schoolsof painting al so recel ved encouragement. Even the upper classesin
society started patronising painters. Asaresult, the havelis (big mansions) of therichand
templeswere profusaly embellished. These havelisin Rgasthan attract alarge number of
touristseventoday. You can visit thesehavdisif you find an opportunity tovisit Rgasthan.

TheMugha school of painting from the s xteenth to the e ghteenth century gaverisetothe
Indo-Persian school of miniatureart. The Mughal court paintersintroduced landscapes
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together with human figuresand costumes. When they camein touch with thetraditional
Indian styles, they became more natural. Signing on the miniatures asatradition also
started. Artistswere now employed on monthly salaries. They illustrated such important
works as the Changeznama, Zafar nama and the Ramayana.

TheMughal emperorsAkbar, Jahangir and Shah Jahan, patronised several musicians.
Tansen, who adorned the court of Akbar, not only sang the classical ragas but also
composed new ones. It issaid that Shah Jahan himself was quite agood singer. These
musi ciansentertained theemperorsat different timesof the day and in different seasons
with appropriateragas.

During the Turko-Afghan rulein India, asynthesisof Indo Iranian music had started.
During theMughal rule, it devel oped further. It isinteresting to note that Aurangzeb was
against music, but thelargest number of bookson classical Indian musicin Persianwere
written during histime. Inthe North, adistinct school known asthe Hindustani school of
music cameinto being anditsspecidlity lay in producing sweet and rapturous mel odiesto
auit different moodsof life. Theragasand theraginiswere personified accordingly. Khayd,
Thumri and Ghazal were also elaborated during this period. Tansen, wasin asensethe
pioneer of thisschool. Similarly, in the south, the Carnatic school of music devel oped.
However, ordinary peopleretained theflair for folk music and folk songsto commemorate
their local chiefslikeAlha-Uddl, Dulla-Bheatti, Jaimal -Phattaetc.

Indo-Mughal Culture

TheMughal rulersdiscarded theAfghan titlesof Sultan and styled themsel vesasBadshah
(emperor) and Din-e-Panah (protector of faith). Further, to evokereverenceamong the
subject for the emperor, they started the practice of jharokha dar shan or making public
appearancesthrough specially built windows. They also encouraged the court practice of
sjda (low prostration before the kings) and concentrated religious and political power
morefirmly intheir hands.

4.9 RISE OF MODERN INDIAN LANGUAGES

Another important devel opment during this period wasthe emergence of several modern
Indian languages. Urdu perhapsoriginated around Delhi. It devel oped asacamp language
inthearmy of Allauddin Khilji whenthey were stationed in the Deccan around fourteenth
century AD. Infact, the states of Bijapur and the Golcondain the Deccan becamethe
cradlesof Urduliterature. Thelanguage soon devel oped itsown grammar and becamea
distinct language.
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Astime passed, it cameto be used by the eliteaswell. Thefamous poet Amir Khusrau,
who composed poetry inthislanguage, aso played somepartinmaking it popular. Besdes
poetry, beautiful prose, short stories, novelsand dramawerewritten in Urdu during the
e ghteenth and nineteenth centuries. Inthefirst haf of the ninteenth century Urdu journaism
played avery important role during the strugglefor independence.

Alongwith Urdu, nearly dl other modern Indianlanguageslike Bengali, Assamese, Oriya,
Khari Bali, Punjabi, Gujarati, Marathi, Sindhi, Kashmiri aswell asthefour South Indian
languages-Tamil, Telugu, Kannadaand Malaya am—cameto acquiretheir present form
and devel oped during thisperiod.

4.10 NEW FAITHS

During thisperiod, two new religiousfaithsflourishedin India. They were Sikhism and
Zoroagtrianism. To bring theestablished reformswithin religion variousreform movements
asostartedinindia,

Skhism

The Sikhs, who mostly belong to Punjab, form asizable group of our population. The
orthodox Sikhsbelievethat their religion wasrevealed by God to Guru Nanak, whose
Spirit entered the second and the subsequent gurustill thetenth Guru. Guru Gobind Singh,
ordained the Sikhsto treat the Adi Granth, popularly known asthe Guru Granth Sahib,
astheir Guru. But the studentsof history and religion think that the seedsfor thebirthand
growth of thisreligion were present in the Bhakti movement, initsnirguna branch. The
Sikhsbasicdly believeinaformless God, equality of al mankind, need of aguru andthe
pahul tradition.

Sometimes, the gurudom was conferred on the son and sometimes on the best disciple.
Thefifth guru, GuruArjun Dev, gavethe Sikhsthreethings. Thefirst wasin the shape of
the Adi Granth, which containsthe sayings of five gurusand other allied saints. The
second wasthe standardised script for Gurmukhi inwhichthe Adi Granth wasfirst written.
Andfindly, thesiteand thefoundation of theHar Mandir sahib or the Golden Templeand
theAkal Takht at Amritsar, the highest seat from wherethe dictatsfor the entire Sikh
community areissued.

Thetenth guru, Guru Gobind Singh created the K hal sa, which means* thepure’, in 1699.
Healso ordained the Sikhsto take five vows, namely, keeping of kesh (long hair and a
beard), kangha (comb), kada (a metallic bangle), kirpan (a sword) and kaccha (an
underwear extending to alittle above the knees). Consequently, these symbolsbecame
thedistinguishing marksof aSikh. Hefurther added that after hisdeath the Adi Granth
will bethe guru of the Sikhsand they haveto pay obel sanceto thisholy book.

Music hasawaysbeen an important feature of Sikhism and they believed that through
musi C one can attain ecstacy or samadhi.
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Zoroadrianism

ThePars or Zoroastrian religion wasfounded by Zarathushtraor Zoroaster, intheeighth
century BC. He preached monotheism in theregion now known asPersia.

He taught the worship of fire and the presence of good and bad in the form of Ahura
Mazdaand AhuraMan. Hea so taught the ethical doctrine of kindnessand charity. These
doctrinesareenshrinedinthe Zend Avesta

TheZorastrian religion spread over thewhol e of Persaand remained thedominant religion
till theeighth century AD when Mudimsconquered thisregion. Most of theParssmigrated
to different partsof theworld. They aso cameto Indiaand settled at Navsari in Gujarat,
and later on spread to almost all parts of India. They have contributed alot to Indian
culture. It was Dadabhai Naorgji, thefamousnationalist leader and aParsi, who exposed
thehollownessof theBritishdamof civilizing Indiaand not exploitingit. Another outstanding
figure, who bel onged to thiscommunity, was Jamshedji Tata, apioneering Indianindudtridis.
Heestablished aniron and stedl industry in Indiaintheface of thetoughest competition
posed by the British steel millsand yet continued to prosper. The Parsees al so established
alargenumber of public charities. Zorastrianismisnot aprosaytising religion and no new
entrantsare accepted into itsfold under any circumstances.

Thus, we can seethat the cultura streaminIndiacontinued to assmilated| thenewcomers
andtheresulting cultura interaction gavelndian cultureitscharacteristic multidimensiond,
multilingud, multireligiousand yet compositenature.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 4.5

Fill intheblanks

1 founded the Khalsaand fixed thevow of fiveKs.

2. worshipthefire, believein good and bad and encourage kindness
and charity.

4.11 SOUTH INDIA

Between the ninth and eleventh centuriesAD, adynasty known asthe Cholaswasruling
the Cholamandalam regionin Southern India. The Cholasdevel oped astrong army, besides
apowerful navy. Rgjendra Cholais said to have conquered some Indonesianislands.
They dsodevel oped democraticinditutionsat thevillagelevel . Even Buddhismand Jainism
flourished inthisregion. Literature, finearts, scul ptureand meta castingsof the highest
order flourished under their patronage. Thefourteenth century saw theriseof anew state
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cdledVijayanagaranow called Karnataka. Tothenorth of thisstate acrossthe Tungabhadra
river roseanew |damic state, called the Bahamani, now known asAndhraPradesh. The
Bahamani and Vijayanagarakingdomswere pitted against each other over therich Raichur
Doab.

Inthe Cholamandalam region, the Tamil languagewas popular. In Karnataka, Kannada, in
Andhra, Teleguandin Kerdla, Mayaamflourished, all having different scripts. Itisjust
possiblethat originaly the entireregion spoke Tamil, asitisavery old language. But by the
middle ages, thefour languages had cometo have distinct identities. However, between
thefourteenth and the sixteenth centuries, Vijayanagaraachieved great heights. Some
foreigners, who visited these areasin thefifteenth and sixteenth centuries, have praised the
kings, thetown and the people. Theremainsof Vijayanagarafound in Hampi dazzlethe
world eventoday.

During the Cholaperiod, Kanchi becameagresat seet of learning. TheVijayanagarakings
also becamegreat patronsof art and leaming.

@_ WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e Theearly Turkishrulers(1206-1526) were called Sultans, asthey were supposed to
ruleon behalf of the Caliphs.

e TheMughalsreplaced the Sultans of Delhi. They patronised music, painting and
architectureand they ruled Indiatill 1707. They aso built alarge number of buildings.
The Mugha empireweakened and disintegrated after 1707. In thischaos, emerged
the British East IndiaCompany, asapoalitica power.

e TheSufiswiththeir attitudeof piety, tolerance, sympathy, and concept of equality had
deep impact on the Indian people.

e TheBhakti movement of fourteenth and sixteenth centuriesdevel opedinto two streams;
nirguna and saguna.

e Thepeopledeveopedtheir ownregiona and locd folk traditionsof danceand music.

e Themedieval period saw the emergence of Urdu. This period saw therise of the
present-day Marathi, Tamil, Telegu, Kannada and Maayalam in the south and
Assamese, Bengdli, Hindi or Khari-boli, Punjabi and Gujarati languagesin the north.

e Sikhismwasfounded by Guru Nanak. GuruArjun Dev finalised the present script of
Gurmukhi, the Adi-Granth and the site of Har-Mandir inAmritsar.

e Zoroadtrianismwasfounded by Zoroaster in eighth century BCinPersia.

e TheCholasconquered parts of Benga and Indonesia. They introduced democratic
indtitutionsat thevillagelevd.
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Kanchi becameagreat seat of learning.

Vijayanagard sremainshave been found at Hampi in Karnataka. Inthe Andhraregion,
flourished the Bahmani state.

Thelndian society at thistimewasdivided into four mgjor groups- thearistocrats, the
priests, thetown people and the peasants.

Tradeflourishedin Delhi asthe centreof all incoming aswell asoutgoing trade.

Islam had agreat influence on the I ndian society. Thereweretwo important religious
movementsduring thisperiod— The Sufi and the Bhakti movements.

Themost important Sufi saintswere Chishti, Firdaus, and Nizam-ud-dinAuliya.

Somewell known Bhakti saintswere Guru Nanak, Ramanuja, Ramananda, Kabir,
Chaitanya, Mirabai and Namadeva.

E‘ TERMINAL EXERCISE

. Describethepolitical situation of Indiain medieva times.
. Discusstheinfluenceof IdamonHinduism.

1
2
3.
4
5

Examinetheroleplayed by the Bhakti movement in enriching Indian culture.

. Writeanote on therise of modern Indian languages.

. Discusstheriseof thenew faithsnamely Sikhismand Zoroastrianism.

[ ]
‘ : ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

41

=

2.
3.
4.
4.2
1.
2.
3.

Beginning of Hijiraera
Rozaisfastinginthemonth of Ramzan
TheSufis

Abul Fazl

Khutba
Shershah
Raput
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5. ShahJahan
4.3
1. Nirgunaand Sagunabhakti arethetwo main streams of thismovement.
Notes

2. Nanak and Kabir (any one) Nirguna poets, Tulsidas and Surdas (any one) Saguna
Poets.

4.4

1. Garba, Kabelia, Bhangra(any two)

2. Phulkari in Punjab, Chikanwork in Lucknow (any one)
4.5

1. GuruGobind Singh

2. Zoroastrians
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periods. The ancient period started long ago, aslong as humans havelived on

earth. In an earlier lesson you read about what happened in Medieval Indiai.e.
from about the 8" century A.D. and lasted till the beginning of 18" century. Now, weshall
read about the M odern period in History. During thelast two periodsyou must havefound
the soci ety, economy, polity and culturevery different from each other. Thesedifferences
whichyoumay aso cal progress, developed, continued and increased at avery fast pace
and had very much more deeper impact on our lives.

THe history of our country can safely bedivided into ancient, medieval and modern

You may recall that all those who came to Indiafrom outside such asthe Turks, the
Afghans, and the Mugha smade Indiatheir home. But the British colonial rulersalways
remained foreignersto thisland. Nonethel essthey brought profound socid, economic and
political changesto suit their interestsand in the process| eft degp imprintson many aspects
of Indian culture. If you see the Rashtrapati Bhawan in New Delhi you can haveaclear
picture of the Britishimpact on Indian architecture. You seethe pattern repeated in many
buildingsin Kolkata, Mumbal andin severa other partsof the country. All these have now
becomeapart of our culturd heritage. Apart from these architectural remains, thecolonial
state al so | eft behind auniform system of government, asystem of education based on
Westernidesas, science and philosophies. It would bevery interesting for you to know that
thesociad and religiousreform movementsbegunin the nineteenth century helpedto build
amodernIndiaaswell. Modern literaturein Indian languageswered| deeply influenced
by the spread of English education and through it India sintimate contact with theideas
andingtitutions of theWest.
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After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

e tracetheeventsthat weretaking placein the West during the eighteenth century
and their impact on India;

e describethe closing years of eighteenth century India;
e examinethe social conditions of the Hindus and Muslims during this period;

e listthecontributionsof social and religiousreformerslike Raja Ram Mohan Roy,
Swamy Dayananda Saraswati and others;

e appreciate the role of press and newspapers in generating nationalism among
the people; and

e appreciate India’s struggle for independence.

5.1 RISE OF THE WEST AND ITSIMPACT ON INDIA

From 1450 onwards, threeimportant devel opments had changed the shape of Europe: (i)
theinvention of printing press, (ii) the beginning and the spread of the Renaissanceand the
Reformation movementsand (iii) thediscovery of new traderoutes. Thereafter, Europe
made great progressin thefieldsof science, exploration and gunnery. Soon, their armies
and naviesbecamethebest intheworld. Scientific education began to spread. Logic and
reason thus became the touchstone on which the old dogmas and | earning were tested.

Among these European countries, the Portuguese and then the Dutch, the French and
findly, theBritish enteredinto araceto control thetradefrom India. TheBritish ultimately
succeeded in not only controlling trade but al so the country and for about two centuries
Indiaremained under her domination where her entire human resourceswererecklesdy
exploited and her wealth was drained away for the benefit of theruling nation. To further
their interest the British used the prevailing socia and politica stuationinindia Wherea
large number of stateshad cropped up after the decline of theMugha Empire. TheBritish
took advantage of thissituation and had oneruler fight against the other or supported a
usurper to the throne. Though Tipu Sultan of Mysoretried to usethe same principle as
used by theBritish, that ismaking use of therivalry between the French and the British, he
could not match the superior diplomacy and fire power of the British.

TheBritish domination of Indiawasbuilt upon success ve phases. Thefirg phaseconssted
of taking hold of theIndiantrade. They bought Indian goodsat very low pricesand sold
themintheWestern marketsat very high prices, thereby making enormous profitswithout
giving anything to the peasants. Inthis, they werehel ped by the I ndian Sethsand gomastas.
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Inthe second phase, the British took control of the production activitiesin amanner that
would suit their export objectives. Inthe processthey successfully destroyed the Indian
industries. Thiswasbecause Indiawas apotential buyer of their goods. Thethird phase
wasanintensified phase of British Imprialism and colonia exploitation when Indiawas
ruled by the British for fulfilling British economicinterests.

TheBritisherscameto Indiafor making profitsthrough trade. Slowly they gained political
and economic control of the country. After the Battle of Plassey in 1757 A.D., they had
becomethereal mastersof Bengal. They used political control over Bengal toincrease
their tradeand export of foreign goods. They eliminated theIndianaswell asforeignrivals
intrade so that there could be no competition. They monopolised the sale of raw cotton
and madethe Benga weaver pay exorbitant prices. They imposed heavy dutieson Indian
goodsentering Britain so asto protect their ownindustry.

With thecoming of theindustrial revolutionin Europe, theIndianindustrieswerehit very
hard. By 1813, the Indian handicrafts|ost both thedomestic aswell astheforeign market.
I ndian goods could not compete with the British factory made products, wheremachines
wereused.

Ontheother hand, the English merchantshad accumulated al ot of wealthwhichthey now
invested in setting up industriesand trade. The East IndiaCompany helped infinancing
and expanding their industrial base. During thistimetherewasaclassof manufacturersin
England who benefitted morefrom manufacturing than trading. They wereinterestedin
having moreraw materiad sfrom Indiaaswell assending their finished goodsback. Between
1793 and 1813, these British manufacturerslaunched acampai gn against the company, its
trademonopoly andtheprivilegesit enjoyed. Ultimately in 1813, they succeeded inabolishing
the East IndiaCompany’smonaopoly of Indian trade. With thisIndiabecame an economic
colony of industria England.

Asaresult, Indian hand made goodsfaced extinction as British machinemade goodswere
cheaper. These goods either had afreeentry or paid very low tariff ratesto enter India
Indianswereto be modernised so that they could devel op taste for western goodsand
buy them. TheIndian industries suffered asaresult of exploitation at the hands of the
British, who did not at all care about Indian tradeinterests. They did not protect Indian
trade nor did they introduce any advanced technol ogy in the country during thisperiod.
I ndian handicrafts suffered when foreign goodswere given freeentry. On the other hand,
Indian handicraftswere taxed heavily when they entered Britain. Indian sugar millspaid
duty threetimesitsoriginal pricewhen sent to Britain. So thetradefrom Indiavirtualy
cameto astop.

India had become an excellent consumer of British goods and arich supplier of raw
materialsby theyear 1813A.D.
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SinceEngland wanted to exploit Indiafor commercid gains, that is, by buying rawv materids
and sdlling finished goods, they introduced steam shipsand railwaysin India Therailways
opened avast market to the British and facilitated export of Indian raw material abroad.

Doyouknow that it wasin 1853 that thefirst railway linerunning from Bombay to Thane
was opened to public? Therailways connected theraw materia producing areaswiththe
exporting ports. Asaresult British goodsflooded the Indian market.

Doyou know that therailways played an important rolein the national awakening of the
country, too? They hel ped to bring peopl e and ideas come closer together—something
that the British had never anticipated. s’ t thisironical ?

Doyou know that it wasagainin 1853 that Dalhousie opened thefirst telegraph linefrom
Calcuttato Agraand al so introduced the postal servicein India?

INTEXT QUESTIONS 5.1

1. Who succeededingaining political control over India?

2. Who among the Indian rulerstried to use therivalry between the French and the
British but could not succeed?

3. How many phasesof the British domination in Indiacan be seen?

52 INDIA IN THE 18™ CENTURY: ECONOMY, SOCIETY
AND CULTURE

Indian in the eighteenth century wasapicture of many contrastsand contradictions.

Economically agriculture wasthe main occupation of the people. Sincetherulerswere
congtantly at war, they did not havethetimetoimproveagricultura conditionsof theland.

Foreign trade wasflourishing under the Mughals. Indiaimported pearls, raw silk, wool,
dates, dried fruitsfromthe Persan Gulf region; Coffee, gold, drugsand honey fromArabig;
tea, porcelainand silk cameinto Indiafrom China; luxury goodswerea so brought infrom
Tibet, Singapore, Indonesian |dands, Africaand Europe.

Indian exported raw silk, silk fabrics, indigo, sugar, pepper and many other things. India's
cottontextileswerefamousall over theworld.
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Inspiteof such afavourableba anceof trade, India seconomic condition could notimprove
because of constant warfare. Within the country, therewererevoltsof the Sikhs, Jats,
Marathasand from outside, foreigninvasions, likethat of Nadir shah (1739A.D.) and
Ahmad Shah Abdali (1761), were common.

By the eighteenth century European countrieslike France, England, Portugal and Spain
wereinterestedin trading with India. They helped in creating more political and economic
ingability inthe country and ultimaely they destroyed itseconomy. But, by thistime, India's
famehad spraed al over theworld asaland of beautiful handicrafts.

Socidly, therewasno unity of patterninthe socia and culturd lifeof the people. Whether
they were Hindusor Mudims, therewasdivis on among them on thebasisof region, tribe,
language and caste. Casteruleswereto be observed in matters of marriage, diet, inter-
dining aswell asin choosing aprofession. Any onefound disobeying ruleswasmost likely
to bethrown out of the community.

In thefield of science that India, which was so advanced, had by now neglected her
mathematics and sciences. They remained ignorant of the advancesmadein thefield of
science by theWest.

Teacher wererespected in soci ety during thosetimes. Education was steeped intradition.
The studentsweretaught reading and writing dong with arithmetic. Girlsseldomwent to
school. Eduation was not patronised by the State, but by local rulers, members of the
aristocracy and benevolent contributors.

Hindu-Mudim Rdations

Friendly rel ationsexisted between the peopl e of thetwo rdligions. Religioustolerancewas
practised. Thewarswere political and fought for selfish reasonsrather than for religion.
Membersof both the communities participated in each othersfestivals Many Hindushad
faithin Mudim saintswhilemany Mudlims showed an equal respect for Hindu gods and
sants. Infact, theupper classHindusand Mudimshad many morethingsincommonwith
each other than with thelower classesof their own community. Besides, theMudimshad
adopted theIndian styleand culturesowell that it wasdifficult to distinguish onefromthe
other.

5.3 SOCIAL CONDITIONS

By theturn of the century, the condition of women had littleto be happy about. Thebirth
of agirl child was considered to be unfortunate. Girlsweremarried off in their childhood.
Polygamy was permitted. Women had no right to property or divorce.

Perpetual widowhood wastheinjunction of the society, especially amongst the upper
castes. These widows could not wear coloured clothes, or attend marriages sincetheir
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presencewas cond dered inauspicious. Aschild marriageswerecommonin such occasions
sometimes even the infant girls became widows and were condemned to perpetual
widowhood.

| nter-caste marriageswere not alowed. Eventheprevailing socid systemdid not permita
person from alower casteto eat with aperson of ahigher caste. The condition of musim
women was much the same. They faced immense hardship dueto the practice of purdah,
polygamy, lack of education and rightsto property.

5.4 SOCIAL AND RELIGIOUS REFORMERS

Chrigtian priestscameto Indiaa ong with the employees of the East IndiaCompany to
performtheir religiousritual sat thetimeof baptism, marriage, burialsand church service.
But these priests soon started preaching Chrigtianity to the non-Christian employeesof the
Company aswell. Slowly they started opening school sthat were attended by the Indian
children. It were these missionaries, who a so started the printing pressand magazinesfor
disseminating Christian preceptsand literature.

Along with Christian propaganda, English education wasintroduced which had agreat
impact on the society and economy of India. Though the purpose of introducing English
educationwastofulfil British politica and adminisirative needs, it opened thewindowsfor
Indiansto theWest. They imbibed new ideasof liberalism, rationalism, democracy, equdity
and freedom. Soon English language a so becamethelinguafrancaof the English educated
Indiansand acted asacementing force.

Ram M ohan Roy

Ram Mohan Roy isknown asthe harbinger of the modern agein India. He mastered
severd languagesincluding Greek and Latin. Hisrolein reforming the Hindu society and
thereawakening of Indiaisimportant. Asalarge number of social practices prevalent
amongst theHindusat that time claimed to havereigious sanctions. RggaRam Mohan Roy
cited extensvely fromthereligioustextsto show that thiswasnot true. Theforemostinthe
list was sati. Sati wasimmolation by awindow onthefuneral pyreof her dead husband
which had becomeasdlf practicein different partsof Bengal and
Rgasthan. Ram Mohan Roy took up cudgdsagaingt it and ultimately
got it banned. Hefounded the Brahmo Samaj, which carried his
message of rationalism and the principle of social equality. His
followersbdievedintheworship of onesupremegod (monothei sm)
and opposed idol worship, polythelsmand ritualism.

DebendraNath Tagore (1817-1905) succeeded RgjaRam Mohan
Roy astheleader of the Brahmo Samaj. Hetried to put new life
into the Sama] and propagated Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s ideas.
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K eshab Chandra Sen (1838-1884) took over theleadership from Tagore. All thistimethe the Ages
Samgj laiddemphasisonindividua freedom, nationd unity, solidarity, democratization of dl
socid ingtitutionsand of social relations. The Brahmo Sama) becamethefirst organized
vehiclefor theexpression of nationa avakeninginIndia
f
Prarthana Samaj and Ranade J ==
Notes *

ThePrarthanaSamag wasestablishedin Bombay by Dr. Atma
Ram Pandurang in 1867. They tried to introduce social
reformslikeinter-castedining, inter-caste marriage, widow
remarriage and improvement of the lot of women and
depressed classes. According to Ranade, rigidity inreligion
would not permit successin social, economic and political
spheres. Hebdievedintheunity of God and de-emphasised
idol worship aswell ascaste system.

Ramakrishna Paramhansa

Ramakrishan Mission wasfounded by Swami Vivekanandato regenerate Indian society.
Hewasadesciple of Gadadhar Chattopadhyaya, later known as RamakrishnaParamhansa.

Vivekanandagavefina shapeto theteachingsof RamakrishnaParamhansa. Headvocated
liberty, free thinking and equality. He emphasi sed oneness of all
religions. He promoted the vedanta phil osophy, which he considered
to bethemost rational system of thought.

Theosophical Society and Annie Besant

Thereform movement was al so strengthened by the Theosophi cal
Society founded by Madame H.P. Blavatsky (1837-91) and Colonel
H.S. Olcott dong with others.

Annie Besant promoted studies of ancient Indian religions,
philosophiesand doctrine. She also established the Central Hindu
School to encourage education.

NarayanaGuru

Narayana Guru wasagreat saint of South India. Hewashbornin
Keralain September 1854. He underwent perliminary education
under the guidance of alocal teacher. He becamewell versed in
Malayaam, Sanskrit and Tamil. He had set hisheart on the path of
renunciation right from hisadol escent days.
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After hisparentsdied he set out on hisjourney in quest of trueknowledge. He camein
contact with Chattambi Swamigal. They became great associates. They spent their time
serving holy men, meditating in solitude and making pilgrimages.

Both Swamigal and Narayanarealised that theall round progress of K eraladepended on
the goodwill and co-operation among the Nayar and the Ezhavacommunities, inwhich
they were born respectively. The conflict between these two communitiesthreatened to
ruin Keraa. They decided to work to bring thetwo communitiestogether.

NaranayaGuruwasasocia aswell asrdigiousreformer. Helived alife of an asceticand
did muchtoimprovethe spiritua aswell asthesocial lifeof the peopleof Kerala.

Muslim Reform M ovement

Sir Syed Ahmad Khan wasthe most prominent socia reformer among theMudims. He
realised that Mudlims could only make progressif they took to modern education. Syed
Ahmad Khanwasagaingt religiousintolerance, ignoranceand irrationaism. He denounced
purdah, polygamy and easy divorce. Syed Ahmad K han started the Aligarh movement.
He established the M uhammadan Anglo-Orienta Collegeat Aligarh. It wasmeanttobea
centrefor spreadng Sciencesand Culture. It later grew intoAligarh Mudim University.

TheAligarh Movement helped intheMudimrevival. It gavethem acommonlangauge—
Urdu. A Muslim press was also developed for the compilation of works in Urdu.
Unfortunately, inhislater years Syed Ahmad K han encouraged the Indian Mudlimsnot to
jointheNationa Movement. Hefelt that education and not politicswas needed by them.
Inaway heencouraged theforces of communalism and separatism at thisstage.

Social Reform

Doyou know that nearly al religiousreformerscontributed to the socia reform movement
too? Thiswas because the backward features of Indian Society, such as casteism and
inequality of sexes, had rdigioussanctionsinthepast. There
weretwo main objectivesof thesocia reform movements.
Thesewere: (a) emancipation of women and giving them
equdity withmen, (b) removal of casterigidities, especidly
the abolition of untouchability and the upliftment of the
depressed classes.

Emancipation of Women

Themogt striking changeinthelndiansocid lifeof today is
that in the position of women. Attempts have been made
by the State and reformersto do away with the practice of
early marriageby legidation.
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Thewomen themsel ves have been zeal ousin making attemptstoimprovetheir lotinall the Ages
possibleways, like better facilitiesregarding education and socia abuses. Thereisnow a

growth of political consciousnessamong women. In 1930 the ShardaA ct was passed

fixing the minimum agefor marriagefor boysat 18 and girlsat 14. Do you know that

Maharishi Karvewas awarded the Bharat Ratnafor hisgreat work inthefield of women's =
education?Hegtarted schoolsfor girls, aswell asworking houses Notes L

for widowsand destitutes. Soon thismovement gained momentum
and many schoolsand collegeswere opened for women.

Sruggleagainst Caste System

Immensework has been donein thisfield by the Ramakrishn
Mission and the Arya Samagj. The Arya Samaj especialy has
contributed alot towardsit by their Shuddhi Movement, thatis, a
form of purification by which those Hinduswho had converted to
Islam or Christianity could comeback to their ownreligion.

Championsof the backward classeswere B.R. Ambedkar and
Mahatma Gandhi. Ambedkar opened many schoolsand colleges
for their benefit. Mahatma Gandhi, on the other hand,
championed the cause of untouchableswhom he called
Harijans. He asked for templesto bethrown opento them
aswell asfor equal treatment to them.

Eventhe Congtitution of Freelndiahasgiventhelega and
condtitutiona support to thismovement. Untouchability was
declared apunishableoffence. But wetill havealongway
to goto achieve our cherished goal of asociety based on
complete equality and equity, a society where all the
members—men or women coming from any social or
economic background—are happy and their needsfulfilled.
Andwewill all haveto work together to bring about such a ;
gtuation. ~ =

Swami Dayanand

Swami Dayanand’s greatest asset was his mastery over the
Sanskrit language and the \iedas. Hefelt that the myriad socia
and religiousevilswhich had crept into the Hindu society over
the centuries were due to the lack of true knowledge of the
Vedas. Therefore, he challenged the Hindu society ontheissues
of idolatry and women education.
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In 1875, hefounded the Arya Samgj. Itsmain aim wasto propagate thetrue knowledge of
theVledasand discard all evils that had crept into the Hindu society later initsname. He
opposed untouchability. He was similarly opposed to polytheism, avataravada and
ritualism. Hissloganwas' go back to the Vedas' whose authority he accepted.

For thefirgt timeinthehistory of India, the Viedaswere printedin Indiaunder hispatronage.
Personally, hismost important work was Satyartha Prakasha (The Light of Truth).

In 1883, Swami Dayanand |eft hisbody after an eventful life. Hisfollowers started a
Dayanand Anglo-Vedic (DAV) School and Collegein Lahore (now in Pakistan) in 1886.
ThisDAV movement has carried forward hiswork since then and now has over 750
ingtitutionsunder oneumbrella.

Asaresult of theworksof thesetwo pioneersand other equally well-known personalities
and organizationslike I shwar ChandraVidyasagar, Radhakanta Deb, the Theosophical
Society and theAryaSamagj, alarge number of peoplein eastern and north-eastern India
weresubstantialy awakened and many of thesocid evilswere banned withthehelp of the
Britishers.

Jyotirao Govindrao Phule (1827-90)

Known popularly as* Jyotiba’, Jyotirao Govindrao
PhulewasborninPune(1827) inalower castefamily
of malis. According to himtheonly way toimprove
thelot of thelower castesand women wasthrough
education. So he opened aschool especially for the
lower castes and also started the Satya Shodhak
Samg in1873. Hismainamwasto seek socid justice
for the people bel onging to the so-called untouchable
and backward classes. Recognition for thiswork
cametohiminlater yearsand hewaselected tothe
PoonaMunicipality asamember.

Pandita Rama Bai (1858-1922)

Oneof themost important namesamong women socia reformersof thistimein Indiaand
more so, in Maharashtra, isthat of PanditaRamaBai. After her parentsdied, shealong
with her brother continued to travel from placeto place, giving discoursesonthePuranas.
Consequently, her reputation asascholar and religious speaker spread far and widethat
the punditsof Kolkataalsoinvited her to addressthe people of the city. Everyonewas
astounded by her knowledge and el ocution. So people began calling her pandita, atitle
bestowed on the learned women.

In 1882, Rama Ba moved back to Pune. Naturally, she was drawn to the Prarthana
Samgj, areformation soci ety which was propagating the message of the Brahmo Samgj in
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Maharashtra. Here, she al so concentrated onimproving the condition of women. 1n 1890,
she started Sharda Sadan, ahomefor widows.

Mahadev Govid Ranade, R.G. Bhadarkar, Dadabhai Naoroji, Behramji Malbari were
other well known personalities, who worked for social reformsinWestern India.

5.5 PRESS AND THE GROWTH OF MODERN INDIAN
LANGUAGESAND LITERATURE

In 1798, lithography wasinvented. It used the specially prepared surface of astonefor
printing ascript, apicture, or drawing. A large number of copiesof the sametext could be
printed in thisway. From about 1820 onwards, hundreds of pamphletsand bookswere
printed, which catered to the needs of the growing literate population of India. It wasthe
biggest boonwhichtheWest had conferred on India. Asaresult, by theend of thenineteenth
century, the press had become apowerful tool for influencing public opinion.

Sincethenew printing presseswere not costly, their number grew at afast pace. This, in
turn, encouraged alargenumber of writersto produceliteraturein different Indian languages.
Their original worksaswell astrandlations and adaptations of old Indian and Western
classicshelped enrich our cultura heritage. Thishel ped to bring about an awakening of the
Indians.

Wexklies fortnightly journalsand daily newspaperswere published dmostinevery language.
Although the total number of readers of newspapers was small as compared to their
number in the European countries, awhole new set of national literaturein theform of
novels, essays and poems played asignificant rolein generating nationalism. Bankim
Chandra s Anandamatha, Dinabandhu Mitra's Neel dar pan, Bhartendu Harish Chandra's
Bharat Durdasha, L akshminath Bezbarua sworksinAssamese, Subramaniam Bharti’s
writing in Tamil and Altaf Hussain’sworksin Urdu tirred themindsof thelndians.

Role of Newspapers

Thusby theend of the nineteenth century the pressin Indiahad becomeapowerful and an
important instrument for creating, spreading, influencing and sharpening public opinion.

Consequently, the newspapers played asignificant rolein thedissemination of anti-British
fedlingsby discussing, criticizing and commenting on government policiesand on major
socia and economicissues. Thishelped in promoting apan-Indian consciousnessandin
givingimportant political education to the peopleof India

Someimportant Newspapers
Bengd TheHindoo Patriot (English)
The Anrita Bazar Patrika (English)
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Bombay Maharatha (English), Kesari (Marathi)
Madras TheHindu (English), Svadeshmitran (Tamil)
Punjab TheTribune (English)

Kohinoor, Akhbar Am (Urdu)

5.6 INDIA SINCE INDEPENDENCE

I ndependent Indiacan rightly be proud of her achievementstoo. Oneof themost important
achievements of post-independent Indiaisthelaying of asound foundation for asecular
and democratic republic. The parliamentary system of governance adopted since
independence has stood thetest of timeand Indiaisthelargest parliamentary democracy
intheworld today. Integration of the erstwhile princely statesinto thelndianunionis
another mgor achievement. Thereorganization of thestatesis<till an ongoing processand
new statesand unionterritoriesare being formed as per needs and desire of the people.
Economic planning has been introduced after independence to ensure the country’s
economic growthwith socid justice. Asaresult, Indiahas made considerable progressin
the sphere of economic development, particularly inthefield of agriculture and agro-
based industries. Indiahasa so made commendable progressin thefields of scienceand
technology. Inthehightechnology areasd so sheisfast catching upwith the highly devel oped
countries. India svoiceisnow heard with respect in internationa meetingsbecause of her
political and economic stability and diplomatic statureintheregion. Theissueof India
becoming a permanent member of the UN security council issimilarly gaining wide
acceptancetoday.

5.6.1 Nationalist Movement—The Beginning

Britishimperidigtic coloniaismwasthechief causeof India sbackwardnessinevery sphere.
Indianswere now coming to realisethistruth. The peasantsand the workerswerethe
worst vicitimsof British greed and apathy. Theindustrialistsand the capitalistswerea so
not satisfied with the British rule. Theintelligentsiaat thistime played asignificant role.
They werethefirst onestoredisethetrue natureof BritishruleinIndia Their initia hope
that the British would be benevol ent rulerswas shattered. Now they could seethat the
Britishweregreedy and selfish, guided by sheer persond sdlf-interest and that of Britainin
genera. By the 19" century all Indianswereunited inthat, they had al redised they had a
common enemy—the Britishers, who were out to destroy Indiafor their own benefit. The
Britishersdid helpin bringing about administrative and economic unification of the country.
They introduced the communi cation systems of railway, telegraph and post aswell as
devel oped roadsand motor transport, which contributed to thisunification. Western thought
and education, that cameto Indiawith the British, hel ped in arousing the consciousness of
theIndian people. Modernideas of democracy, humanism, nationaism and sovereignty of
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the people started guiding I ndianstowards nationalism. Thepressand literature played an
equaly important rolein spreading nationalistic fedings. Thereweremany patrioticwriters
who inspired the peoplewith their writings. During the 19" century also cameareviva of
theancient glory of India. It was spearheaded by someenlightened Europeans, who studied
India’s past and brought out its depth and glory. Some eminent educated Indians also
contributed in thisrevival by spreading the awareness of it in the country. Theracial
arrogance and discrimination on the part of the Britishrulersin India, the agitation of the
Britishersagainst thellbert Bill, Lord Lytton’santi-Indiameasuresand the holding of the
lavish British King'sDurbar inIndiawhen many Indiansweredying duetofamine—all led
totheintensfication of anti-British feelingsamong Indians. All these becamethereasons
for thespread of nationditic fedingsinthe country during the 19th century. Thesefedings
took theform of anationdistic movement with the advent of the Indian Nationa Congress,
started by A.O. Humein 1885. Thehistory of the Indian National Congress becamethe
history of thenationalist movement in India. The Congressdid not achievemuch paliticaly
duringthisperiod, that is, inthefirst 20 yearsof itsinception. But it did succeed in creating
political awarenessand afeeling of unity. Thisphase can becalled an eraof moderatesin
the nationa movement.

Theformation of theMudim Leagueisconsdered to bethefirst fruit of the British master
drategy of ‘ Divideand Rul€ . TheBritishwere happy that they had succeeded in separating
the 62 million Mudimsfrom the Hindus. Thusarosethe evil monster of communalismin
our country.

The Home Rule M ovement

TheFirst World War broke out in 1914. The Congress decided to support the British. It
was believed, especially by the M oderates, that the British would be obliged to grant
freedomto Indiaafter thewar. But it was soon reali sed that thishopewoul d not befulfilled
asthewar was being fought to retain colonies. Consequently, two Home Rule Leagues
were set up during 1915-16. Onewas started by Tilak at Poonaand the other by Annie
Besant at Madras. These L eaguesaimed at theachievement of Swarg or self-government.
They gavethelndian nationadistsadefinitegoa to achieve. Themovement avoided violent
or revolutionary methods. The Home Rule L eagues worked as auxiliary units of the
Congress.

5.6.2 1905-1918 Period

The period between 1905 and 1918inour national movement iscalled theEraof Extremids.
TheExtremigtscriticised the M odertateson thesegrounds—failureto defineIndia spolitica
goals, using mild and ineffective methods and failure to make the movement amass
movement. The Extremistsbelievedindirect politica action andin demanding Swargj or
sdlf-ruleinstead of condtitutiona reforms. Theradical faction of extremistswasled by the
trio popularly knownas- Lal, Bal, Pal i.e. LalaL g Pat Rai, Ba Gangadhar Tilak, and
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Bipin ChandraPa, Bankim Chandra, Swami Vivekananda, Swami Dayananda Saraswari
and Aurobindo Ghosh ingpired the extremist philosophy by their ideasand preachings.
Curzon'srepressivepaliciesiniIndia, which culminatedinthe partition of Bengd oncommund
linesinorder to* Divideand Rul€’, becametheimmediate cause of agitation. Therewasan
agitation against the partition of Bengal. The means adopted were‘ Boycott’ of foreign
goodsand adoption of * Swadeshi’ or indigeneoudy produced goods. The* Boycott’” and
‘ Swadeshi’ soon spread and became countrywide movements. All sectionsof the society
including studentsand women became activein the agitaiton. It becameamassmovement.
TheBritish government used al kinds of violent repressive measuresto supressit.

5.6.31919-1934 Period

The Montagu-Chelmsford Reforms introduced Dyarchy in the provinces with the
Government of IndianAct, 1919. The M oderates wel comed these reforms, whilethe
Extremistsre ected them. The Rowlatt Act was a so passed in 1919 to supresspolitical

violence. At thisjuncture appeared anew facein the political arenaof India sfreedom
movement. Thiswas Gandhi, who filled the vacuum created in thetop | eadership of the
Congress. Gandhi had led the movement agai nst discrimination meted out to Indiansin
South Africa. He had used the political weapon called Satyagraha (Truth force, or Love
force, or Soul force). Hisfirst triumphin Indiawasthe Champaran Satyagraha. Thiswas
the beginning of thethird phase of thefreedom strugglewhich can be called the Gandhian
Era. A movement against the Rowlatt Act was|aunched. But Gandhi took it back because
violenceerupted. Hewas strictly against violence. The Jal lianwal aBagh M assacretook
place in Amritsar on April 13, 1919. More than 1000 people were massacred on the
ordersof Genera Dyer. TheKhilafat Movement started in November, 1919. Theamwas
to pressurise the government to set right thewrongs done to the Muslims on theissue of

Turkey. The Khilafat Movement merged with the non co-operation movement under
Gandhi’sleadership. Heissued amanifesto on 10th March, 1920 spelling out hisphilosophy
of non-violent, non co-operation. Helaid down an elaborate programme of boycott of
anything Britishincludingjobs, courts, schoals, colleges, functionsand goods. A congructive
programmeincluded promotion of Swadeshi, remova of untouchability and promotion of
Hindu-Mudimunity. C.R. Dasand Matila Nehru plannedto bresk thesystem fromwithin
the councils under the banner of ‘Swarg Party’. But it failed within three years.

Revolutionary activitieswererevivedin 1922 and went ontill 1934 sporadically. Prominent
revolutionariesincluded the names of Bhagat Singh, Chandra Shekhar Azad, Rajguru,

Sukhdev, Bismil, Ashfagullah and many others. Therewererevol utionary communistslike
M.N. Roy, Dange, and Muzaffar. Some communistsweregivenlong term sentencesinthe
Meerut conspiracy case. The Simon Commission was constituted in 1919 and sent to
Indiafor reviewing the political situation. It had to face non-violence but bitter protest
demongtrationseverywhereit went, asno Indian wasincluded inthe Commission. Lala
Lgpat Ra died of injurieshereceivedinalathi chargewhileleading apeaceful demondtration
at Lahore. Anoutline of aconstitution for Indiawas drawn asNehru Reportin 1928. In
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the Lahore Session of the Congressin 1929, the dogan of PurnaSwargj asthe goal was the Ages

adopted; 26th January, 1930 was cel ebrated asindependence day. Gandhi undertook
Salt Satyagraha, popularly known as Dandi March, on 6th April, 1930. The Civil
Disobedience Movement went on till 1934. In between there was the Round Table
conference. But the M ovement had to be suspended. Gandhi retired from the Congressin f £

October 1934. Gandhi took up the cause of the ‘Depressed Classes’ and the | oies L
‘Untouchables , whom hecalled  Harijans . The Harijans Sewak Sangh was established.

5.6.4 Achievement of Independence

In 1935, Government of IndiaAct waspassed. It evolved aconcept of All IndiaFederation.
Provincial Autonomy wasintroduced. Only 14 per cent of the population could vote.
Separate e ectroateswere provided for Mudims, Sikhs, Indian Christians, Anglo-Indians
and Europeans, among others. TheAct discouraged the emergence of national unity,
encouraging separation and communaism. The Congresscondemned theAct, but it decided
totakepartintheeections. Electionswereheldin 1937. CongressMinisterswereformed
in seven out of the eleven provinces. Thisbrought relief to the peoplein variousways.
Socialist ideasgrew both within the Congressaswell asoutsideit. Prominent Congress
leaderslike Nehru and Bosewerea so influenced by sociaist ideas. The British policy of
divideand ruleled to communalism. The British rulers started playing one community
against another. They tried to stem therising nationalism by appeasing theMuslimsand
inducing themto ask for privilegesas‘ minority rights . Communal e ectorateswereamed
at thesametarget of dividing and Indiansand weakening the national unity. Asaresult of
communalism, thetwo-nation theory wasevolved in 1938 and clearly spelt out by Jinnah
in 1940. Non-Mudim communalism never assumed such seriousdimensionsastheMudim
communaism. It wasrather areaction tothelatter. A sesson of the Hindu M ahasabhawas
held at Benarasin 1933. TheAryaSamgj established by Swami Dayanand and the Shuddhi
Movement under the auspi ces of the Samaj wereimportant movementsfor strengthening
and purifying the Hindu community. Dr. Hedgewar founded the RashtriyaSwayam Sewak
Sangh (RSS). Thiswasaimed at awakening and organising the Hindu peopleaswell as
imbibing inthem anintense spirit of nationalism. The* Shakha techniquewasevolved for
this purpose. When the Second World War started in 1939, the Congress demanded
completeindependence. The CrippsMission, in 1942 offered ‘ Dominion Status’ to India
at the end of the war. The Congress regjected the offer. The Quit India Movement for
compl ete independence was launched by Gandhi and the Congressin August, 1942.
Movement under theleadership of Jai Prakash Narainwerea so active during thisperiod.
Themovement—both violent aswell asnon-violent—failed, but the British realised that
they will haveto quit soon. Subhash ChandraBose and Rash Behari Boselaunched the
Indian Independence L eague and the Indian National Army (INA), dso caled Azad Hind
Fauj, at Singaporein 1943. With the help of the Japanese, the INA reached the Indian
bordersand captured K ohima. But therewasareversal and Japan was defeated by the
British Army. The INA Movement also collapsed while Subhash Chandra Bose was
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reported killedinanair crash inAugust, 1945. After the end of thewar, electionswere
heldin Indiainthebeginning of 1946. The Congresswon most of the seats. The Cabinet
Mission cameto Indiain March, 1946 to speed up thetransfer of power to Indians. It
published itsrecommendationson May 16. The Cabinet Mission Plan wasan elaborate
onefor the ultimatetransfer of power. There was disagreement on the Plan between the
Congressand theMudlim League. Inthe course of events, theViceory invited the Congerss
under Nehruto form an Interim Government. The Muslim League wasfuriousand it
resulted incommunal riotsand alot of bloodshed. TheInterim Government could not do
anything as the L eague did not co-operate and stuck to their demand for a separate
Mudim country—Pakistan. British Prime Minister Attlee announced in February, the Plan
for thetransfer of Power by June 1948. L ord M oundbatten was sent asViceroy to India
inMarchto makearrangementsfor the same. The Congresshad to accept the partition of
Indiadueto many pressures, especialy because of thewidespread communal bloodshed
and the uncompromising attitude of the L eague and Jinnah. Indiabecamefree on 15th
August, 1947 after partition. At the stroke of midnight (14th-15th August) transfer of
power took place.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 5.2

1. Whatisthemethod of printing donewiththe help of aspecially prepared surfaceof a
stoneto print ascript called?

2. Whoistheauthor of Anandamatha?
3. Who gavethedogan“back totheVedas’?
4. Whendid JyotibaPhule start the Satya Shodhak Samaj?

@_ WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e Theeventslikeinvention of the printing press, the Renaissance and Reformationin
Europeled to the spread of |earning, which encouraged peopleto question dogmas.

e India’scontact with theWest had positive effects, asthisled to anumber of religious
and social reformsthat chalenged socid evilssuch asthesati system, child marriage,
denia of widow remarriage, illiteracy, fema einfanticide and the caste system.

e Thefollowersof Swami Dayanand, agreat Vedic scholar, founded theAryaSamg in
1875 and fought againgt untouchability, polytheism, andidolatry and pleaded for equal
statusfor women.

e Theinvention of lithography in 1798 wasamilestoneasit hel ped the Indiansto set up
printing pressesin many cities and start newspapersand journals. It also led to a
tremendous growth of themodern Indian languages.
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E\ TERMINAL QUESTIONS

Describe the impact of Renaissance and Reformation Movement in Europe on
India?

=

Examinetheroleof AryaSama inthereform movement.
What wasthe contribution of Dayanand Saraswati inthefield of education?
What islithography?How hasit been helpful inthe growth of Indian langauges?

Examinetherole of RgjaRam Mohan Roy intheawakening of Indians.

o o 0N

Writean essay on India sstrugglefor freedom.

[
‘ I ANSWER TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

5.1

1. Englad

2. Tipu Sultan of Mysore
3. Threephases

5.2

1. Lithography

Bankin Chandra
Swami Dayanand
1873
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RELIGIONAND PHILOSOPHY IN
ANCIENT INDIA

market. Somecadendersarevery colourful. They aremarked with different colours.

Some even have small pictures on the dates. They are holidays and we look
forwardtothem. You dsolook forward to them. Yes, they arerdigiousfestivasor nationa
festivalsand Indiahas plenty of religionsthat areflourishing. Processionson theroad,
goodfood, clothes, gifts, peopleworshipping inther religious places, wishing each other
isacommon sight. Yes, Indiaisabeautiful, lovely and alively country tobein. Thisis
bacauserdigion hasawaysbeen asignificant factor ininfluencing thelives of peoplein
Indiafromtheearliest times. It would, indeed, bevery interesting to study religioninits
diverseformsthrough thevarious stages of itsgrowth. Therelationship betweenreligion
and philosophy hasbeen anintimate oneand hencetheir growth and devel opment need to
bestudied inaninterrelated manner. Inthislesson youwill study about the devel opment of
religionsand philosophy inancient India.

0 ez

After studying thislesson, you will beableto:

Q ssoon asNovember and December comeinwefind new calendersflooding the

e explain the meaning of religion;
e identify the characteristics of various religions movementsin ancient India;
e explain theideas of the six schools of Vedic philosophy;

e examine the role played by the Charvaka School;
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e explain the Jaina theory of reality;,

e examine the contributions of Buddhist philosophy.

8.1 RELIGION

Rdigionisthescienceof soul. Mordity and ethicshavetheir foundationonreligion. Religion
played animportant part in thelives of the Indiansfrom the earliest times. It assumed
numerousformsin relation to different groups of peopleassociated with them. Religious
ideas, thoughts and practices differed among these groups, and transformations and
devel opmentstook placeinthevariousrdigiousformsin courseof time. ReligioninIndia
wasnever staticin character but wasdriven by aninherent dynamic strength.

Every system of philosophy inIndiaisaquest for Truth, whichisoneand the same,
awaysand everywhere. Themodes of gpproach differ, logic varies, but the purpose
remainsthe same—trying to reach that Truth.

“I am proud to belong to areligion which hastaught theworl d toleranceand universal
acceptance.. Webdlievenot only inuniversal toleration, but weaccept al religions
astrue.”

—Swami Vivekanandaat Parliament of world Religionsin Chicago 1893

Indian spirituality isdeeply rooted in ancient philosophical and religioustraditionsof the
land. Philosophy arosein Indiaasan enquiry into the mystery of lifeand existence. Indian
sagescalled Rishisor ‘ seers’, devel oped special techniquesof transcending the senseand
theordinary mind, collectively called yoga With thehelp of thesetechniques, they delved
deep into the depths of consciousness and discovered important truths about the true
nature of human being and theuniverse,

The sagesfound that thetrue nature of the human being isnot the body or the mind, which
areever changing and perishabl e but the spirit which isunchanging, immortal and pure
consciousness. They calledit theAtman.

TheAtmanisthetrue source of human’sknowledge, happinessand power. Therishis
further found that all individua selvesarepartsof infinite consciousnesswhichthey caled
Brahman. Brahmanistheultimatereality, the ultimate cause of the universe. |gnorance of
human’strue natureisthe main cause of human suffering and bondage. By gaining correct
knowledge of Atman and Brahmean, it isposs bleto becomefreefrom suffering and bondage
and attain astate of immortaity, everlasting peace and fulfillment known asMoksha.

Religioninancient Indiameant away of lifewhich enablesahumantorealizehistrue
nature and attain Moksha.
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Thusphilosophy provided acorrect view of redlity, whilereligion showed the correct way
of life; philosophy provided thevision, whilerdigionbrought about thefulfillment; philosophy
wasthetheory, and religion wasthe practice. Thusin ancient India, philosophy and religion
complemented each other.

‘May we hear that which enlightens our minds, may we see Divinity everywhere,

may wefed the presence of theAlmighty within usand all theactionsof our bodies Notes
and mindsbeintheserviceof that Almighty Being; may we have peace unending'.

—(Rig-Veda1-89)

8.2 PRE-VEDIC AND VEDIC RELIGION

From the archaeol ogical findingsin the pre and proto-historic sitesit seemsthat these
people believedin the sanctity of the creativeforce and venerated the maleand female
aspectsof divinity. It appearsthat they were worshippersof theforcesof naturelikethe
sun and themoon. Thisbelief isalso partly substantiated by the early literature of the
Aryans. Thenature of therdigiousbeliefsand practicesof theAryansisaso known from
the Rig Veda, They believed in many godslike Indra, Varuna, Agni, Suryaand Rudra.
Sacrifices, andritual offering of food and drink to firein honour of the Gods, constituted
themain religious practices. The SamaVedaand the Yajur Vedael aborated the different
aspectsof thesacrificia actsand thisritualismwasfurther elaborated inthe Brahmanas.
TheAtharvaVedacontained agreat deal of animistic beliefs. The seersentertained doubts
about the utility and efficacy of the Vedic ritualism. Polytheism was challenged by
monotheisticideasand the various deitieswereintroduced as different waysof naming
oneeternd entity.

TheAranyakaand Upanishad sectionsof the Vedic literatureenvisageaprogressiveoutl ook.
The Upanishads, represent the early stageinthe origin and development of thereligions-
metaphysical conceptswhichwere used later by thereligious|eadersand reformers of
ancient and medieval India. Some of them followed thetraditional lineswhile others
proceeded along the paths of unorthodoxy.

¢ Indiadownthe agesattempted to grapplewith the fundamental problemsof life
and thought. Philosophy in Indiabegan with aquest after the highest truth- truth
not asmere objective certitude, but asbeing closely linked with the devel opment
of personality and leading to the attainment of the highest freedom, blissand
wisdom. It demanded, therefore, not only aphilosophical disciplineof reasoning,
but also adisciplineof conduct and the control of emotionsand passions.

o Thusthesynthes sbetween degp philosophicd anadysisand lofty spiritud discipline
isan abiding feature of Indian philosophy anditsoutlook isentirely different from
that of western philosophy.

e [tishopedthat it will servenot only to make plain the spiritua aspirationsof an
ancient nation, but also to show therelevance of those aspirationsto themodern
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world and thusforgeapowerful link inthechain of humanfelowshipand universal
concord.

e Philosophy inIndiaisnot aproduct of speculation but of experience, direct and
persond. A true philosopher ishewhoselife and behaviour bear testimony tothe
truthshe preaches.

Notes

8.3 UNORTHODOX RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS

Thereigiousmovementsassociated with personslike M ahaviraand the Buddhain about
themiddle of thefirst Millennium BC fall under this category. There were many other
creedsduring thistimeaswell. The creeds preached by some of them contained elements
that werenot inkegpingwiththeVedictradition. They ignored theinfdlibility and supernatura
origin of theVedas. Unlikethe Vedic seerswho were Brahmin sages, many of these new
teacherswereK shatriya. Both Buddhism and Jainismwere athei stic creedsin thebeginning.
However, Buddhism endorsed the doctrine of the Law of Karmaand upheld thebelief in
rebirthsof theembodied skandhasand theinevitability of sufferinginthevery existence of
beings. Many of theseview pointsare aso found in the major Upanishads.

8.4 THEISTIC RELIGIONS

Creedsof theigtic character evolved dmost smultaneoudy withthenon-theisticreligions.
Theimportant deitiesof thesereligionswerenot primarily Vedic onesbut thosethat came
from unorthodox sources. Influence of pre-vedic and post-vedic folk e ementswere most
conspicuousinther origin. Theprimary factor that motivated these creedswas Bhakti, the
single-souled devotion of theworshipper to apersona god with somemord link. Thisled
totheevolution of different religious sectslikeVai shnavism, Shaivismand Saktism, which
cameto beregarded as components of orthodox Brahminism. These sectsin course of
time cameto haveasignificant impact on the popular formsof Buddhism and Jainism.

8.5 FOLK CULTS

Theworship of Yakshasand Nagasand other folk deities constituted the most important
part of primitiverdigiousbeliefs, inwhich Bhakti had avery important roleto play. There
isampleevidence about the preval ence of thisform of worship among the peopleinearly
literatureaswell asin archaeol ogy.

Vasudeva/KrishnaWor ship: A Sutrain Panini’s Ashtadhyayi refersto theworshippers
of Vasudeva (Krishna). The Chhandogya Upanishad al so speaks of Krishna, the son
of Devaki, apupil of the sage Ghora Angirasawho was a sun-worshipping priest. A
large number of people worshipped Vasudeva Krishnaexclusively astheir personal
God and they were at first known as Bhagavatas. The Vasudeva-Bhagavata cult
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grew steadily, absorbing withinitsfold other Vedic and Brahminic divinitieslikeVishnu
(primarily an aspect of the sun) and Narayana (a cosmic God). From the late Gupta
period the name mostly used to designate this Bhakti cult was Vaishnava, indicating the
predominanceof theVedicVishnudement init with emphas son thedoctrineof incarnations
(avataras).

8.6 VAISHNAVA MOVEMENT IN THE SOUTH

Thehistory of the Vai shnavamovement from the end of the Guptaperiod till thefirst
decade of thethirteenth century AD isconcerned mainly with South India. Vaishnava
poet-saintsknown asalvars (aTamil word denoting those drowned in Vishnu-bhakti)
preached single-minded devotion (ekatmika bhakti) for Vishnu and their songswere
collectively known as prabandhas.

8.7 SHAIVISM

UnlikeVaishnavism, Shaivism haditsoriginin antiquity. Panini refersto agroup of Shiva
worshippers as Shiva-bhagavatas, who were characterised by theiron lancesand clubs
they carried and their skin garments.

ShaivaMovement inthe South: The Shaivamovement inthe South flourished at thebeginning
through the activitiesof many of the 63 saintsknown in Tamil asNayanars (Siva-bhakts).
Their appealing emotional songsin Tamil were called Tevaram Sotras, a'so known as
Dravida Veda and ceremonially sunginthelocal Shivatemples. The Nayanarshailed
fromal castes. Thiswas supplemented on thedoctrina side by alargenumber of Shaiva
intellectual swhose nameswere associ ated with several formsof Shailvamovementslike
Agamanta, Shudhaand Vira-shaivism.

The philosophy must give atheory which will be ssmplestinitsnatureand, at the
sametime, will explaindl the principleswhich areleft asinsoluble by science. At the
sametimewill harmonizewith the ultimate conclusonsof scienceaswell asestablish
areligionwhichisuniversa andisnot limited by sectsor doctrinesor dogmas.

When we are concerned with philosophy asascience, it meansaset of thoughts put
into asystem, such that one of them does not contradict another in the set and the
entire set asawholeiscoherent.

* Science meansknowledge partialy unified, while philosophy meansknowledge
completey unified .... Beyond theknowableisthe unknowable, but inthat realm of
the unknowablelaid the solution of dl the principlesregarding the nature of thesoul,
of the heavens, of God and everything.’

—Herbert Spencer
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8.8 MINOR RELIGIOUS MOVEMENTS

Worship of thefema e principle (Shakti) and of Suryadid not achieveequa importanceas
the other two major brahminical cults. Thefemal e aspect of the divinity might have been
venerated inthe pre-Vedic times. Inthe Vedic age respect was shown alsotothefemale
principleasthe Divine M other, the Goddess of abundance and personified energy (Shakti).
However, clear referenceto the exclusiveworshippersof the Devi isnot to befound until
acomparatively late period. Asmentioned earlier, Suryahasbeen venerated in Indiafrom
theearliest times. In Vedic and epic mythol ogy, Sun and hisvarious aspectsplayed avery
important part. The East Iranian (Shakadvipi) form of the solar cult wasintroduced in
parts of northern Indiain the early centuries of the Christian era. But it wasonly at a
comparatively late period that god figured asthe central object inreligiousmovements.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 8.1

1. Whichsectionsof theVedicliterature envisage aprogressive outlook?

2. Whichdoctrinewasendorsed by Buddhism?

3. Namethe sectswhich made Buddhism and Jainism popular?

4. How didVedic agerespect female principle?

5. What arethedifferent formsof Shaivamovements?

8.9 VEDIC PHILOSOPHY

Religion of theRig Vedic peoplewasvery smpleinthesensethat it consisted mainly of
worship of numerousdeitiesrepresenting the various phenomenaof naturethrough prayers.
It wasduring the later Vedic period that definite ideas and phil osophies about thetrue
nature of soul or Atman and the cosmic principle or Brahman who represented the ultimate
redlity weredevel oped. These Vedic philosophical conceptslater ongaveriseto six different
school sof philosophiescalled shada darshana. They fall inthe category of the orthodox
systemasthefinal authority of the Vedasisrecognised by all of them. Let usnow find out
more about these six school s of Indian philosophy.
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Samkhya System

The Samkhya philosophy holdsthat redlity isconstituted of two principlesonefemadeand
the other malei.e. Prakriti, Purusharespectively. Prakriti and Purushaare compl etely
independent and absol ute. According to thissystem, Purushais mere consciousness, hence
it cannot bemodified or changed. Prakriti ontheother hand iscongtituted of threeattributes,
thought, movement and the change or transformation of these attributes brings about the
changeinall objects. The Samkhyaphilosophy triesto establish somere ationship between
Purushaand Prakriti for explaining the creation of the universe. The propounder of this
philosophy was K apila, who wrote the Samkhya sutra.

I nfact Samkhyaschool explaned the phenomenaof the doctrine of evolution and answered
all the questionsaroused by thethinkersof those days.

Yoga

Yogaliterally meansthe union of thetwo principa entities. Theorigin of yogaisfoundin
the Yogasutra of Patanjali believed to have been written in the second century BC. By
purifying and controlling changesinthementa mechanism, yogasystematically bringsabout
therelease of purushafrom prakriti. Yogic techniques control the body, mind and sense
organs. Thusthisphilosophy isalso considered ameans of achieving freedom or mukti.
Thisfreedom could be attained by practising self-control (yama), observation of rules
(niyama), fixed postures (asana), breath control (pranayama), choosing an object
(pratyahara) and fixing themind (dharna), concentrating on the chosen object (dhyana)
and compl ete dissol ution of self, merging themind and the object (Samadhi). Yogaadmits
the existence of God asateacher and guide.

Nyaya

Nyayaiscond dered asatechniqueof logicd thinking. According to Nyaya, vaid knowledge
isdefined asthereal knowledge, that is, one knows about the object asit exists. For
example, it iswhen one knows a snake as asnake or acup asacup. Nyaya system of
philosophy considers God who creates, sustainsand destroysthe universe. Gautamais
said to bethe author of the Nyaya Sutras.

Vaisheshika

Vasheshikasystem iscons dered astheredistic and objective philosophy of universe. The
reality according to this philosophy has many bases or categorieswhich are substance,
attribute, action, genus, distinct quality andinherence. Vaisheshikathinkersbelievethat all
objectsof the universe are composed of five e ements—earth, water, air, fireand ether.
They believethat Godistheguiding principle. Theliving beingswererewarded or punished
according to the law of karma, based on actions of merit and demerit. Creation and
destruction of universewasacyclic processand took placein agreement with thewishes
of God. Kanadawrotethe basic text of Vaisheshikaphilosophy.
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A number of treatiseswerewritten on thistext but the best among themistheonewritten
by Prashastapadain the sixth century AD.

Vaisheshika School of philosophy explained the phenomenacof the universe by theatomic
theory, the combination of atomsand moleculesinto matter and explained the mechanical
processof formation of Universe.

Mimamsa

Mimamsaphilosophy isbasicaly theanaysisof interpretation, application and the use of
the text of the Samhita and Brahmana portions of the Veda. According to Mimamsa
philosophy Vedasare eternd and possessdl knowledge, and religion meansthefulfilment
of duties prescribed by the Vedas. This philosophy encompassesthe Nyaya-Vaisheshika
systems and emphasi zesthe concept of valid knowledge. Itsmain text isknown asthe
Sutrasof Gamini which havebeenwritten during thethird century BC. Thenamesassociated
with thisphilosophy are Sabar Swami and KumarilaBhatta.

The essence of the system according to Jaimini is Dharmawhich isthedispenser of fruits
of one'sactions, thelaw of righteousnessitself. Thissystemlaysstresson theritualistic
part of Vedas.

Vedanta

Vedantaimpliesthe philosophy of the Upani shad, the concluding portion of the Vedas.
Shankaracharya wrote the commentaries on the Upanishads, Brahmasutras and the
Bhagavad Gita. Shankaracharya sdiscourseor hisphilosophica viewscameto beknown
as Advaita Vedanta. Advaita literally means non-dualism or belief in one redlity.
Shankaracharyaexpounded that ultimateredlity isone, it being the Brahman.

According to Vedantaphilosophy,  Brahmanistrue, theworldisfa seand self and Brahman
arenot different, Shankaracharyabelievesthat the Brahman isexistent, unchanging, the
highest truth and the ultimate knowledge. He also believesthat thereisno distinction
between Brahman and the salf. Theknowledge of Brahmanistheessenceof all thingsand
the ultimate existence. Ramanujawas another well knownAdvaitascholar.

Among different schoolsof philosophy wasfound one phil osophy which reached the climax
of philosophic thought that the human mind can possibly reach, and that isknown asthe
Vedantic philosophy.

Vedanta philosophy hasventured to deny the existence of the apparent ego, asknown to
us, andinthisrespect Vedantahasitsunique positionin the history of philosophiesof the
world.

Vedantaisaphilosophy and ardligion. Asaphilosophy it incul catesthe highest truthsthat
have been discovered by the greatest philosophers and the most advanced thinkersof all
agesanddl countries.
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Vedanta philosophy teachesthat all these different religionsarelike so many roads, which
lead to samegoal.

Vedanta (theend of the Vedas or knowledge) refersto the Upani shadswhich appeared at
theend of each Vedawith adirect perception of redlity.

The coremessage of Vedantaisthat every action must be governed by theintellect —the
discriminating faculty. The mind makes mistakes but theintellect tellsusif theactionisin
our interest or not. Vedanta enablesthe practitioner to accesstherealm of spirit through
theintellect. Whether onemovesinto spirituality through'Yoga, meditation or devotion, it
must ultimately crystalizeintoinner understanding for atitudinal changesand enlightenment.

8.10 CHARVAKA SCHOOL

Brihaspati is supposed to bethe founder of the Charvaka School of philosophy. It finds
mentionintheVedasand BrihadaranykaUpanishad. Thusit issupposed to bethe earliest
inthegrowth of the philosophical knowledge. It holdsthat knowledgeisthe product of the
combination of four el ementswhich leaves no trace after death. Charvaka philosophy
dealswith the materialistic philosophy. Itisalso known asthe Lokayata Philosophy - the
philosophy of the masses.

According to Charvakathereisno other world. Hence, death isthe end of humansand
pleasuretheultimate object inlife. Charvakarecognisesno existence other than thismeaterid
world. Since God, soul, and heaven, cannot be perceived, they are not recognised by
Charvakas. Out of thefiveelementsearth, water, fire, air and ether, the Charvakasdo not
recognise ether asit isnot known through perception. Thewhole universe according to
them isthus cons sted of four elements.

8.11 JAIN PHILOSOPHY

Likethe Charvakas, the Jainstoo do not believein the Vedas, but they admit theexistence
of asoul. They aso agreewith the orthodox tradition that suffering (pain) can be stopped
by controlling the mind and by seeking right knowledge and perception and by observing
theright conduct. The Jainaphilosophy wasfirst propounded by thetirthankar Rishabha
Deva. Thenamesof Ajit Nath and Aristanemi are al so mentioned with RishabhaDeva.
Thereweretwenty-four tirthankaraswho actually established the Jainadarshan. The
first tirthankar realised that the source of Jaina philosophy wasAdinath. Thetwenty-
fourth and thelast tirthankar was named Vardhaman Mahavirawho gave great impetus
to Jainism. Mahavirawasbornin 599 BC. Heleft worldly lifeat theage of thirty andled
avery hard lifeto gain true knowledge. After heattained Truth, hewascaled Mahavira
Hestrongly believed in theimportance of celibacy or brahamcharya.
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Jain Theory of Reality: Seven Kindsof Fundamental Elements

The Jainasbelievethat the natural and supernatural things of the universe can betraced
back to seven fundamental elements. They arejiva, gjivaa, astikaya, bandha, samvara,
nirjana, and moksa. Substanceslike body which exist and envelope (likeacover) are
astikaya. Anastikayas like ‘time’ have no body at al. The substance is the basis of
attributes (qualities). Theattributesthat wefind in asubstance are known asdharmas.
The Jainas believethat thingsor substance have attributes. These attributes al so change
with the change of kala (time). From their point of view, the attributes of asubstanceare
essential, and eternal or unchangeable. Without essential attributes, athing cannot exi<t.
Sothey areaways present in everything. For example, consciousness (chetana) isthe
essence of the soul; desire, happinessand sorrow areits changeabl e attributes.

(i

.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 8.2

1. How many schoolsof ShadaDarshan exist?

2. Namethefounder of SamkhyaPhilosophy?

3. Whoistheoriginator of Yoga?

4. Whoissaidto betheauthor of the nyaya Sutras?

5. Which school of philosophy saysVedasare eterna and possessall knowledge?

6. What isthe philosophy of the Upanishad?

7. Which school holdsthat knowledgeisthe product of the combination of four elements
which leavesno trace after death?

8. How many ‘tirthankaras does JainaDarshan have?

9. WhenwasMahaviraborn?
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10. Which ‘tirthankara was named Vardhman M ahavira?
11. Nametheseven fundamenta € ementsof Jainas?
f £
.'I__f"f
Notes ~

8.12 PHILOSOPHY OF THE BUDDHA

GautamaBuddha, who founded the Buddhist philosophy, wasbornin 563 BC at Lumbini,
avillage near Kapilavastu in thefoothillsof Nepd . His childhood namewas Siddhartha
His mother, Mayadevi, died when he was hardly afew days old. He was married to
Yashodhara, abeautiful princess, at the age of sixteen. After ayear of themarriage, hehad
ason, whomthey named Rahul. But at the age of twenty-nine, GautamaBuddharenounced
family lifetofind asolutionto theworld's continuous sorrow of degth, Sickness, poverty,
etc. Hewent to theforestsand meditated therefor six years. Thereafter, hewent to Bodh
Gaya (in Bihar) and meditated under apipal tree. It was at this place that he attained
enlightenment and cameto be known asthe Buddha. Hethen travelled alot to spread his
message and hel ped peopl efind the path of liberation or freedom. He died at the age of

eghty.

Gautama'sthree main disciplesknown as Upali, Anandaand M ahakashyap remembered
histeachingsand passed them onto hisfollowers. It isbelieved that soon after the Buddha's
death acouncil wascalled at Rgjagrihawhere Upali recited the Vinaya Pitaka (rules of
the order) and Ananda recited the Sutta Pitaka (Buddha's sermons or doctrines and
ethics). Sometimelater the Abhidhamma Pitaka consisting of the Buddhist philosophy
cameinto existence.

Main Char acteristics

Buddha presented smpleprinciplesof lifeand practical ethicsthat people could follow
eadly. Heconsdered theworld asfull of misery. Man’sduty isto seek liberationfromthis
painful world. Hestrongly criticised blind faith in thetraditional scripturesliketheVedas.
Buddha steachingsarevery practica and suggest how to attain peace of mind and ultimate
liberationfromthismateria world.

Realization of Four Noble Truths. Theknowledgerealized by Buddhaisreflected in
thefollowing four nobletruths:

a. Thereissufferingin human life. When Buddhasaw human beings suffering from
gckness, painand death, he concluded that therewas definitely sufferingin humanlife.
Thereispainwith birth. Separation fromthe pleasant isal so painful. All the passions
that remain unfulfilled are painful. Pain aso comeswhen objectsof sensuouspleasure
arelogt. Thus, lifeisal pain.
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b. Thereiscause of suffering, The second Noble Truth is related to the cause of
suffering. Itisdesirethat motivatesthe cycle of birthand death. Therefore, desireis
thefundamenta causeof suffering.

c. Thereiscessation of suffering. Thethird Noble Truthtellsthat when

passion, desreand loveof lifearetotally destroyed, pain stops. ThisTruth leadsto theend
of sorrow, which causespainin human life. It involvesdestruction of ego (ahamor
ahamkara), attachment, jeal ousy, doubt and sorrow. That state of mind isthe state of
freedom from desire, pain and any kind of attachment. It isthe state of complete
peace, leading to nirvana.

Notes

d. Path of Liberation. Thefourth Noble Truth leadsto away that takesto liberation.
Thus, initialy starting with pessimism, the Buddhist philosophy |eadsto optimism.
Although thereisaconstant suffering in human life, it can be ended finally. Buddha
suggeststhat theway or the path leading to liberation iseight-fold, through which one
can attain nirvana.

Eight-fold Path to L iberation (Nirvana)

(i) RightVison. Onecanattainright vision by removingignorance. Ignorance creates
awrong ideaof therelationship between theworld and the sdlf. It ison account of
wrong understanding of man that he takesthe non-permanent world as permanent.
Thus, theright view of theworld and itsobjectsistheright vision.

(i) Right Resolve. It isthe strong will-power to destroy thoughts and desires that
harm others. It includes sacrifice, sympathy and kindnesstowards others.

(iii)  Right Speech. Man should control hisspeech by right resolve. It meansto avoid
falseor unpleasant wordsby criticizing others.

(iv) Right Conduct. Itisto avoid activitieswhich harmlife. It meansto beaway from
theft, excessiveeating, theuse of artificial meansof beauty, jewe lery, comfortable
beds, gold etc.

(v) Right Means of Livelihood. Right livelihood means to earn one’s bread and
butter by right means. It isnever right to earn money by unfair meanslikefraud,
bribery, theft, etc.

(vi) RightEffort. Itisalso necessary to avoid bad feelings and bad impressions. It
includes self-control, stopping or negation of sensuality and bad thoughts, and
awakening of good thoughts.

(vii) Right Mindfulness. It means to keep one's body, heart and mind in their real
form. Bad thoughts occupy the mind when their formisforgotten. When actions
take place according to the bad thoughts, one hasto experience pain.
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(viii) Right Concentration. If aperson pursuesthe above seven Rights, hewill beable
to concentrate properly and rightly. One can attain nirvana by right concentration
(meditation).
Except for Charvaka school, realisation of soul has been the common goal of all | =
philosophica schoolsof India. otes =

Accordingto Victor Cousin, thegreat French Philosopher, ‘ Indiacontainsthewhole
history of philosophy inanutshdl’. Again hesays. * When weread with attention the
poetical and philosophical monumentsof the East, aboveall those of India, which
are beginning to spread in Europe, we discover there many atruth and truths so
profound, and which make such acontrast with the meanness of theresultsat which
the European genius has sometimes stopped. That we are constrained to bend the
knee beforethe philosophy of the East, and to seeinthiscradle of thehumanrace
thenativeland of the highest philosophy.’

| am sureyou would liketo know more about Buddhism. Wewill goto Bodhgayain Bihar.
Tread reverently a ong thisancient path. Beginwith the Mahabodhi tree where something
strange happened - redization of truth or spiritua illumination. Tradition statesthat Buddha
stayed in Bodhgayafor seven weeksafter hisenlightenment.

Thereyou must a so see the A nimeshlocha Stupawhich houses astanding figure of the
Buddhawith hiseyesfixed towardsthistree. Bodhgayaisaso revered by theHinduswho
gototheVishnupadatempleto perform‘ Pind-daan’ that ensures peace and solaceto the
departed soul.

You candsovist Rggir and empathisewiththe Chinesetraveler Fa-heinwhovisted this
place 900 yearsafter the death of Buddha. Hewept over thefact that hewasnot fortunate
enough tolisten to the sermons of Buddhathat were delivered here. Many storieswhich
youmight haveread about Buddhahavetheir origin here. Imagine Buddhaon hisfirst ams
begging missonwhilestayinginacavehere. It washerethat the Mauryan king Bimbisara
joind the Buddhists order. Remember reading the story how amad el ephant was| et loose
by Devaduttatokill Buddha. Well, thisincident took placehere. Finally it wasfrom Rgjgir
that Buddhaset out on hislast journey. Thefirst Buddhist Council washeldinthe Saptaparni
caveinwhichthe unwritten teachings of Buddhawere penned down after hisdeath. Even
the concept of monadticinditutionswaslaid at Rggir which later devel opedinto an academic
andreligiouscentre.

Inyour lesson onArchitecture, youwill read about Nalandauniversity. It was established
inthe5th century BC. Itistheworld searliest university. Since Buddhaencouraged learning,
monks and scholarsgathered herefor discourses. So much sothat by 5th B.C., Nalanda
acquired the position of awell established monastery under the Guptas.
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 8.3

What wasthe childhood name of GautamaBuddha?

Wheredid GautamaBuddhameditate?

Wheredid GautamaBuddhaget enlightenment?

What doesthe Sutta Pitaka contain?

Who recited the VinayaPitaka?

What arethefour nobletruth of GautamaBuddha?

Which philosophical school of Indiahasdifference of opinion about realization of
soul?

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

Origin of religion can betraced to the pre-vedic society.

Developmentsinreligioninancient Indiaproceeded d ong thetraditional linesaswell
asaong the paths of unorthodoxy.

The systemsof Indian philosophy that originated from the Vedas are called Orthodox
sysems.

Samkhya philosophy holdsthat reality is constituted of the self and non-self that is
purusha and prakriti.

Yogaisavery practical philosophy toredisethe’ Sdlf’.
Nyayapresentsatechniqueof logical thinking.
Vaisheshikagivesusthe principlesof redity which congtitutethe universe.
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Mimamsaphilosophy isbasicaly theanaysisof the Vedic scriptures.

Charvakism, Jainism and Buddhism are known asthe unorthodox systems.

Charvakaisthe materialistic philosophy, it believesthat thereisno existence other
than matter.

According to Jain philosophy, liberation isthe escape of jivafrom matter (body).

Buddhareflected hisknowledgeinfour noble Truths(i) Thereissufferingin humanlife
(i) Thereiscauseof suffering (iii) Thereisendto suffering and (iv) Thereisway toend
uffering.

Buddhasuggested eight fold path for liberation. Theseare: (i) right vision (ii) right
resolve(iii) right speech (iv) right conduct (v) right meansof livelihood (vi) right effort
(vii) right mindfulnessand (viii) right concentretion.

E‘ TERMINAL EXERCISE

Definethevariouscharacteristicsof religiousmovementsof ancient India?

What wastheroleplayed by Charvaka School in thereligiousmovement of India?
How doesthe Charvaka School differ from the other philosophical schools?
Explain how ShadaDarshanafalsinthe category of an orthodox system.

How does Buddhist philosophy contributeto become abetter human being?

o g w N PF

How canyou say that Mimamsaphilosophy isbasicaly theandysisof Vedic scriptures?

(]
‘ : ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

8.1

=

TheAranyankaand Upanishad
Law of Karma
Vashnavism, Shaivism, Sektism
Divinemother, the goddess of abundance and personified energy(shakii).
Agamanta, Shudhaand Vira-shaivism
2
Sx
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Kapilawho wrotethe Samkhyasutras.
Yogasutraof Patanjai

Gautama

Mimamsaschool

Vedanta, the concluding portion of Vedas.
Charvaka School

24

599 B.C.

10. Twenty fourth or thelast tirthankar.

11. Jiva Ajivaa, Astikaya, Bandha, Samvara, Nirjana, Moksa

8.3
1.
2.
3.

L

Siddhartha

Under aPeepal tree at Bodh Gaya, Bihar
Bodh Gaya, Bihar

Buddha ssermons, or doctrinesand ethics.
Updi

Thereissufferinginhumanlife.
Thereiscauseof suffering.
Thereiscessation of suffering.

Peth of Liberation.

Charvaka School
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early every month aprogrammeisgoing oninany auditoriuminthecity where

songs of the Sufi saints and Bhakti saints are sung. The popularity of these

programems can be seen from the attendance that isthere. They are patronized
by the government, by big business houses and even by individuals. The songsand the
teachings of the Sufi and the Bhaki saints are relevant even today. Do you know the
medieval periodin Indiasaw theriseand growth of the Sufi movement and the Bhakti
movement. Thetwo movements brought anew form of religious expression amongst
Muslimsand Hindus. The Sufiswere mysticswho called for liberalisminIslam. They
emphasi sed on an egditarian society based on universd love. TheBhakti saintstransformed
Hinduism by introducing devotion or bhakti asthe meansto attain God. For them caste
had no meaning and all human being’swere equal. The Sufi and Bhakti saintsplayed an
important rolein bringing the Mudimsand Hindustogether. By using theloca language of
the people, they made religion accessi bleand meaningful to the common people.

0 Jerzm

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

e understand thereasonsfor therise of Sufismand Bhakti movementsin Medieval
India;

e trace the growth of the Sufi movement;

e identify the major silsilahs of the Qufis;

e explain the main tenets of Sufism;

e explain the philosophy of the Bhakti saints, Sant Kabir and Guru Nanak;
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rise of Skhism;
e explain the ideology of the Vaishnavite saints,

e recognise the contribution of Sufi and Bhakti saints towards the growth of a
composite Indian culture.

9.1 THE SUFI MOVEMENT

Background-Riseof Islam

Youwill recal that Idamwasfounded by Prophet Muhammad. [dam saw theriseof many
religiousand spiritua movementswithinit. Thesemovementswere centered mainly around
theinterpretation of the Quran. Thereweretwo magjor sectsthat arosewithin Idam- the
Sunnisand Shias. Our country has both the sects, but in many other countrieslikelran,
Iraq, Pakistan etc. youwill find followersof only oneof them.

Among the Sunnis, therearefour principal schoolsof IdamicLaw, Thesearebased upon
the Quran and Hadis (traditions of the Prophet’s saying and doings). Of thesethe Hanafi
school of the eighth century was adopted by the eastern Turks, who later cameto India.

The greatest challenge to orthodox Sunnism came from the rationalist philosophy or
Mutazlas, who professed strict monotheism. According to them, God isjust and has
nothing to do with man’sevil actions. Men are endowed with freewill and areresponsible
for their own actions. The Mutazilaswere opposed by theAshari School. Founded by
Abul Hasan Ashari (873-935AD), theAshari school evolveditsownrationaist argument
in defence of the orthodox doctrine (kalam). This school believesthat God knows, sees
and speaks. The Quraniseternal and uncreated. The greatest exponent of thisschool was
AbuHamidd-Ghazdi (1058-1111 AD), whoiscredited with having reconciled orthodoxy
withmysticism. Hewasagreat theologian whoin 1095 begantolead alife of aSufi. Heis
deeply respected by both orthodox dementsand Sufis. Al-Ghazdi attacked al non-orthodox
Sunni schools. Hesaid that positive knowledge cannot begained by reason but by revelation.
Sufisowed their alegianceto the Quran asmuch asthe Ulemasdid.

Theinfluence of theideas of Ghazali wasgreater because of the new educational system
set up by the state, It provided for setting up of seminaries of higher learning (called
madrasas) where scholarswerefamiliarised with Ashari ideas. They weretaught how to
run thegovernment in accordance with orthodox Sunni ideas. These scholarswereknown
asulema. Ulema played animportant roleinthe politicsof medieval India.

TheSufis

Contrary totheulemawerethe Sufis. The Sufisweremystics. They were piousmenwho
were shocked at the degenerationin political and religiouslife. They opposed the vulgar
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display of wealthin publiclifeand the readiness of theulemato serve” ungodly” rulers.
Many begantolead aretired ascetic life, having nothing to do with the state. The Sufi
philosophy a so differed from the ulema. The Sufislaid emphasisupon freethought and
liberal ideas. They were against formal worship, rigidity and fanaticisminreligion. The
Sufisturned to meditationin order to achieverdigioussatisfaction. Likethe Bhakti saints,
the Sufistoo interpreted religion as‘love of god’ and service of humanity. In course of
time, the Sufisweredivided into different silsilahs (orders) with each silsilah having its
own pir (guide) called Khwaja or Sheikh. The pir and hisdiscipleslivedin akhangah
(hospice). A pir nominated asuccessor or wali from hisdisciplesto carry on hiswork.
The Sufisorganised samas (arecita of holy songs) to arouse mystical ecstasy. Basrain
Iragq became the centre of Sufi activities. It must be noted that the Sufi saintswere not
setting up anew religion, but were preparing amoreliberd movement withintheframework
of Idam. They owed their alegianceto the Quran asmuch asthe ulemadid.

SufisminIndia

Theadvent of SufisminIndiaissaidto beinthedeventh and twel fth centuries. Oneof the
early Sufisof eminence, who settled in India, wasAl-Hujwari who died in 1089, popularly
known as Data Ganj Baksh (Distributor of Unlimited Treasure). In the beginning, the
main centresof the Sufiswere M ultan and Punjab. By thethirteenth and fourteenth centuries,
the Sufishad spread to Kashmir, Bihar, Bengal and the Deccan. It may be mentioned that
Sufism had aready taken on adefinite form before coming to India. Itsfundamental and
moral principles, teachingsand orders, system of fasting, prayersand practiceof livingin
khangahshad aready been fixed. The Sufiscameto IndiaviaAfghanistan ontheir own
freewill. Their emphasisupon apurelife, devotional loveand serviceto humanity made
them popular and earned them a place of honour in Indian society.

Abul Fazl whilewriting in the Ain-i-Akbari speaks of fourteen silsilahs of the Sufis.
However, inthislesson we shdl outline only some of theimportant ones. Thesesilsilahs
were divided into two types: Ba-shara and Be-shara. Ba-shara werethose ordersthat
followedtheldamic Law (Sharia) anditsdirectivessuch asnamazand roza. Chief amongst
thesewerethe Chishti, Suhrawardi, Firdaws, Qadiri and Nagshbandi silsilahs. Thebe-
shara silsilahswere not bound by the Sharia. The Qalandars belonged to thisgroup.

The Chishti Silsilah

The Chishti order wasfounded inavillage called Khwagja Chishti (near Herat). InIndia,
the Chishti silsilah wasfounded by KhwajaMuinuddin Chishti (born c. 1142) who came
to Indiaaround 1192. HemadeAjmer the main centrefor histeaching. He believed that
serving mankind wasthe best form of devotion and therefore he worked amongst the
downtrodden. Hedied inAjmer in 1236. During Mughal times, Ajmer becamealeading
pilgrim centre because the emperorsregularly visited the Shelkh’ stomb. The extent of his
popularity can be seen by thefact that eventoday, millionsof Mudimsand Hindusvisit his
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dargah for fufilment of their wishes. Among hisdiscipleswere Sheikh Hamiduddin of
Nagaur and Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki. Theformer lived thelife of a poor peasant,
cultivated land and refused Iltutmish’s offer of a grant of villages. The khangah of
Qutubuddin Bakhtiyar Kaki wasa so visted by peoplefrom dl waksof life. Sultan tutmish
dedicated the Qutub Minar to this Saint. Sheikh Fariduddin of Ajodhan (Pettanin Pakistan)
popularised the Chishti silsilah in modern Haryanaand Punjab. He opened hisdoor of
loveand generosity to all. BabaFarid, ashewas called, was respected by both Hindus
and Muslims. Hisverses, writtenin Punjabi, are quoted inthe Adi Granth.

BabaFarid’ smost famousdisciple Shaikh NizamuddinAuliya(1238-1325) wasresponsible
for making Delhi animportant centre of the Chishti silsilah. Hecameto Delhi in 1259 and
during hissixty yearsin Delhi, he saw thereign of seven sultans. He preferred to shunthe
company of rulersand noblesand kept a oof from the state. For him renunciation meant
distribution of food and clothesto the poor. Amongst hisfollowerswasthe noted writer
Amir Khusrau.

Another famous Chishti saint was Sheikh Nasiruddin Mahmud, popularly known as
Nasiruddin Chirag-i-Dilli (The Lamp of Delhi). Following hisdeathin 13 56 and thelack
of aspiritual successor, the disciplesof the Chishti silsilah moved out towardseastern and
southernIndia

TheSuhrawardi Silsilah

Thisslsilah wasfounded by Sheikh Shihabuddin Suhrawardi. It wasestablishedinIndia
by Sheikh Bahauddin Zakariya (1182-1262). He set up aleading khangah in Multan,
whichwasvigted by rulers, high government officid sand rich merchants. Shetkh Bahauddin
Zakariyaopenly took | ltutmisht’ssidein hisstruggle against Qabachaand received from
him thetitle Shaikhul 1slam (Leader of Islam). It must be noted that unlike the Chishti
saints, the Suhrawardis maintained close contacts with the state. They accepted gifts,
jagirsand even government postsin theecclersiastical department.

The Suhrawardi silsilah wasfirmly established in Punjab and Sind. Besidesthesetwo
slslahstherewere otherssuch asthe Firdaws Slsilah, Shattari Slsilah, Qadiri Slsilah,
Nagshbandi Slsilah.

9.2 THE IMPORTANCE OF THE SUFI MOVEMENT

The Sufi movement made aval uable contribution to Indian society. Likethe Bhakti saints
who were engaged in breaking down the barrierswithin Hinduism, the Sufistooinfused a
new libera outlook within1dam. Theinteraction between early Bhakti and Sufi ideaslaid
thefoundation for moreliberal movementsof thefifteenth century. You will read that Sant
Kabir and Guru Nanak had preached anon-sectarian religion based on universal love.
The Sufisbdievedintheconcept of VWahdat-ul-Wajud (Unity of Being) whichwaspromoted
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by Ibn-i-Arabi (1165-1240). Heopinedthat dl beingsareessentialy one. Different religions
wereidentica. Thisdoctrinegained popularity in India. Therewasa so much exchange of
ideas between the Sufisand Indian yogis. In fact the hatha-yoga treatise Amrita Kunda
wastrandated into Arabic and Persian.

A notable contribution of the Sufiswastheir serviceto the poorer and downtrodden
sectionsof society. Whilethe Sultan and ulema often remained a oof from theday to day
problemsof the people, the Sufi saintsmaintained ¢l ose contact with the common people.
Nizamuddin Auliyawasfamousfor distributing giftsamongst the needy irrespective of
religionor caste. Itissaid that hedid not rest till hehad heard every visitor at the khangah.
According to the Sufis, the highest form of devotion to God wasthe service of mankind.
They treated Hindusand Mudimsaike. Amir Khusrau said “ Though theHinduisnot like
meinreligion, hebelievesinthesamethingsthat | do”.

The Sufi movement encouraged equaity and brotherhood. It fact, Theldamic emphasis
upon equaity wasrespected far more by the Sufisthan by theulema. The doctrinesof the
Sufiswereattacked by the orthodoxy. The Sufisa so denounced the ulema. They believed
that the ulema had succumbed to world by temptationsand were moving away fromthe
origina democratic and egditarian principlesof the Quran. Thisbattle between theorthodox
and liberd d ementscontinued throughout the s xteenth, seventeenth and el ghteenth centuries
The Sufi saintstried to bring about socia reformstoo.

Likethe Bhakti saints, the Sufi saintscontributed greatly to the growth of arich regiona
literature. Most of the Sufi saintswere poetswho chosetowriteinlocal languages. Baba
Farid recommended theuse of Punjabi for religiouswritings. Shaikh Hamiduddin, before
him, wrotein Hindawi. Hisversesare the best examples of early Hindawi trand ation of
Persan mystica poetry. Syed Gesu Daraz wasthefirst writer of Deccani Hindi. Hefound
Hindi more expressive than Persian to explain mysticism. A number of Sufi workswere
adsowrittenin Bengdli.

Themaost notable writer of thisperiod wasAmir Khusrau (I 252-1325) thefollower of
NizamuddinAuliya. Khusrau took pridein being an Indian and looked at the history and
cultureof Hindustan asapart of hisown tradition. Hewrote versesin Hindi (Hindawi) and
employed the Persian metrein Hindi. He created anew style called sabag-i-hindi. By the
fifteenth century Hindi had begun to assume adefinite shape and Bhakti saintssuch as
Kabir usedit extensively.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 9.1

1. Whowerecdled Ulemas?
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2. What do you mean by Kalam?

3. Whowascalled DataGanj Baksh?

4. How many SilsilahsAin-i-Akbari speaksabout?

5. WhereistheKhwagjaMuinuddin Chisti Khangah located?

6. Whatistheother nameof Idamiclaw?

7. Whoiscdled Chirag-i-Dilli (TheLamp of Delhi)?

9.3 THE BHAKTI MOVEMENT

The development of Bhakti movement took placein Tamil Nadu between the seventh and
twelfth centuries. It wasreflected in the emotional poems of the Nayanars (devotees of
Shiva) andAlvars(devoteesof Vishnu). These saintslooked upon religion not asacold
formal worship but as aloving bond based upon |ove between the worshipped and
worshipper. They wroteinlocal languages, Tamil and Telugu and werethereforeableto
reach out to many people.

In course of time, theideas of the South moved up to the North but it wasavery slow
process. Sanskrit, which wastill the vehicle of thought, wasgivenanew form.

Thuswefind that the Bhagavata Puranaof ninth century wasnot writtenintheold Puranic
form. Centered around K rishna s childhood and youth, thiswork usesKrishna sexploits
to explain deep philosophy insmpleterms. Thiswork becameaturning pointinthe history
of the Va shnavitemovement which wasan important component of the Bhakti movement.

A moreeffectivemethod for spreading of the Bhakti ideology wastheuseof loca languages.
TheBhakti saintscomposed their versesinlocal languages. They also trand ated Sanskrit
worksto makethem understandableto awider audience. Thuswefind Jnanadevawriting
inMarathi, Kabir, Surdasand Tulsidasin Hindi, Shankaradevapopul arising Assamese,
Chaitanyaand Chandidas spreading their messagein Bengali, Mirabai in Hindi and
Rajasthani. In addition, devotional poetry was composed in Kashmiri, Telugu, Kannad,
Oriya, Mdayadam, Maithili and Gujaréti.
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TheBhakti saintsbelieved that salvation can beachieved by all. They madeno distinction
of caste, creed or religion before God. They themsel ves camefrom diverse backgrounds.
Ramananda, whose disciplesincluded Hindusand Muslims, camefrom aconservative
brahmanfamily. Hisdisciple, Kabir, wasaweaver. Guru Nanak wasavillageaccountant’s
son. Namdev wasatailor. The saints stressed equality, disregarded the caste system and
attacked ingtitutionalised reigion. Thesaintsdid not confinethemselvesto purdly religious
ideas. They advocated socid reformstoo. They opposed sati and femd einfanticide. WWomen
wereencouraged tojoinkirtans. Mirabai and Lalla(of Kashmir) composed versesthat
arepopular even today.

Amongst the non-sectarian Bhakti saints, the most outstanding contribution was made by
Kabir and Guru Nanak. Their ideaswere drawn from both Hindu and Ilamic traditions
and wereamed at bridging the gulf between the Hindusand theMusdlims. Let usreadin
somedetail about them.

Kabir (1440-1518) issaid to have been the son of abrahman widow, who abandoned
him. Hewasbrought up inthe house of aMudimweaver. Kabir believed that theway to
God wasthrough persondly experienced bhakti or devotion. Hebelieved that the Creator
isOne. HisGod wascalled by many names- Rama, Hari, Govinda, Allah, Rahim, Khuda,
etc. Nowonder then that the Mudimsclaim him as Sufi, the Hinduscall him Rama-Bhakta
and the Sikhsincorporate hissongsin the Adi Granth. The external aspectsof religion
were meaninglessfor Kabir. Hisbeliefsand ideas werereflected in the dohas (Sakhi)
composed by him. Oneof hisdohas conveyed that if by worshipping astone (idol) one
could attain God, then hewaswilling to worship amountain. It was better toworship a
stoneflour-grinder becausethat could at least fill Ssomachs.

Kabir emphasised smplicity inreligion and said that bhakti wasthe easiest way to attain
God. Herefused to accept any prevaent rligiousbelief without prior reasoning. For him,
aman could not achieve successwithout hard work. He advocated performance of action
rather than renunciation of duty. Kabir’sbelief in the unity of God led both Hindusand
Mudlimsto becomehisdisciples.

Kabir’'sideaswerenot restricted to religion. He attempted to changethe narrow thinking
of society. Hispoetry wasforceful and direct. It waseasily understood and much of it has

passed into our everyday language.

Another great exponent of the Nankana school was Guru Nanak (1469-1539). Hewas
born at Talwandi (Nakana Sahib). From an early age, he showed leaningstowards a
spiritud life. Hewashel pful to the poor and needy. Hisdisciplescalled themsalves Skhs
(derived from Sanskrit sisya, discipleor Pdi sikkha, instruction).

Guru Nanak’spersondity combined initself smplicity and peacefulness. Guru Nanak’s
objectivewasto removethe existing corruption and degrading practicesin society. He
showed anew path for the establishment of an egalitarian social order. Like Kabir, Guru
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Nanak was as much asocia reformer as he was areligiousteacher. He called for an
improvement in the status of women. He said that womenwho givebirthto kingsshould
not be spokenill of. Hisvani (words) alongwith those of other Sikh Gurus have been
brought together in the Guru Granth Sahib, the holy book of the Sikhs.

TheVaishnavite M ovement

You haveread that saintssuch asKabir, Namdev and Guru Nanak had preached devotion
toward anirankar formof God. During thisperiod, another movement based upon devotion
towardsasakar form of God had a so devel oped. Thismovement, called the Vaishnavite
movement, centered around the worship of Rama and Krishna, who were seen as
incarnations (avatars) of Lord Vishnu. Itsmain exponentswere Surdas, Mirabal, Tulsidas
and Chaitanya. Their path to sal vation was expressed through the medium of poetry, song,
danceand kirtans.

Surdas (1483-1563) was adiscipleof thefamousteacher, Vallabhachara. Hewasablind
poet, whose songs are centered around Krishna. His Sursagar recountsthe exploits of
Krishnaduring hischildhood and youth with gentle affection and delightful ness.

Thelovefor Krishnawasa so expressed through the songsof Mirabal (1 503-73). Widowed
at an early age, shebelieved in aspiritual marriage with her Lord. Her poemshavea
quality of their own and are popular eventoday.

The Vai shnavite movement spread in the east through the efforts of Chaitanya (1484-
1533). Chaitanya considered K rishna not asamereincarnation of Vishnu but asthe
highest form of God. Thedevotionfor Krishnawas expressed through Sankirtans (hymn
session by devotees) which took placein homes, templesand even street processions.
Likeother Bhakti saints, Chaitanyatoo waswilling to welcome everyone, irrespective of
caste, intothefold. The saintsthus promoted asense of equality amongst the people.

The worship of Rama was popularised by saints like Ramananda (1400-1470). He
cons dered Ramaasthe supreme God. Women and outcasteswerewel comed. Themost
famousof the Ramabhaktaswas Tulsdas (| 532-1623) who wrotethe Ramacharitmanas.

TheVa shnavitesaintsdevel oped their philosophy withinthebroad framework of Hinduism.
They cdledfor reformsinreligion and loveamongst fellow beings. Their philosophy was
broadly humanigt.

9.4 THE IMPORTANCE OF THE BHAKTI! AND SUFI
MOVEMENTS

Youwill recall that the Bhakti movement was a socio-religious movement that opposed
religioushigotry and socid rigidities. It emphasised good character and purethinking. Ata
timewhen soci ety had become stagnant, the Bhakti saintsinfused new lifeand strength.
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They awakened anew sense of confidence and attempted to redefine socia and religious
vaues. SaintslikeKabir and Nanak stressed upon thereordering of society along egditarian
lines. Their call to socia equality attracted many adowntrodden. Although Kabir and
Nanak had nointention of founding new religionsbut following their deeths, their supporters
grouped together asK abir panthisand Sikhsrespectively.

Theimportance of the Bhakti and Sufi saintsliesinthe new atmosphere created by them,
which continued to affect thesocid, rdigiousand paliticd lifeof Indiaeveninlater centuries.
Akbar’sliberal ideaswereaproduct of thisatmaospherein which hewasborn and brought
up. Thepreaching of Guru Nanak were passed down from generation to generation. This
resulted in the growth of aseparate religiousgroup, with its separate language and script
Gurmukhi and religiousbook, Guru Granth Sahib. Under MahargaRanjit Singh, the Sikhs
grew into aformidable political forceinthepoliticsof North India

Theinteraction between the Bhakti and Sufi saintshad animpact upon Indian society. The
Sufi theory of Wahdat-al-Wujud (Unity of Being) wasremarkably smilar tothat inthe
Hindu Upanishads. Many Sufi poet-saints preferred to use Hindi termsrather than Persian
versesto explain concepts. Thuswe find Sufi poets such asMalik Muhamniad Jaisi
composing worksin Hindi. The use of terms such asKrishna, Radha, Gopi, Jamuna,
Gangaetc. became so commonin such literature that an eminent Sufi, Mir Abdul Wahid
wrote atreatise Hagaig-i-Hindi to explain their ISsamic equivaents. In later yearsthis
interaction continued asAkbar and Jahangir followed aliberd religiouspoalicy.

The popular versesand songs of the Bhakti saintsal so served asforerunnersof amusical
renaissance. New musical compositionswerewritten for the purpose of group singing at
kirtans. Eventoday Mira sbhajansand Tulsidas schaupaisarerecited at prayer meetings.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 9.2

1. Whichwork becametheturning point inthehistory of Vaishnavite movement?

2. Adi Granthisaholy work of whichreligion?

3. How did Kabir and Guru Nanak become popul ar among the masses?

4. Whosaidthis, *Women who givebirth to kings should not be spokenill of ?
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5. Whowrote Sur Sagar?

Philosophy in Medieval India

Themajor religious movementswere brought about by the mystics. They contributed to
thereligiousideasand beliefs. Bhakti saintslike Vallabhacharya, Ramanuja, Nimbaraka
brought about new philosophical thinking which haditsoriginin Shankaracharya sadvaita
(non-dualism) philosophy.

Vishistadvaita of Ramanujacharya

Vishistadvaita meansmodified monism. The ultimateredity according to thisphilosophy
isBrahman (God) and matter and soul are hisqualities.

Sivadvaitaof Srikanthacharya

According to this philosophy the ultimate Brahman is Shiva, endowed with Shakti. Shiva
exissinthisworld aswell asbeyondit.

Dvaita of Madhavacharya

Theliteral meaning of dvaitaisdualism which standsin opposition to non-dualism and
monism of Shankaracharya. He believed that theworldisnot anillusion (maya) but a
redlity full of differences,

Dvaitadvaita of Nimbar aka

Dvaitadvaita means dualistic monism. According to this philosophy God transformed
himself intoworld and soul. Thisworld and soul aredifferent from God (Brahman). They
could survivewith the support of God only. They are separate but dependent.

Suddhadvaita of Vallabhacharya

Vallabhacharyawrote commentaries on Vedanta Sutraand Bhagavad Gita. For him.
Brahman (God) was Sri Krishnawho manifested himself as soulsand matter. God and
soul arenot distinct, but one. The stresswas on pure non-dualism. Hisphilosophy cameto
be known as Pushtimarga (the path of grace) and the school wascaled Rudrasampradaya.

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e TheBhakti and Sufi movementswerelibera movementswithin Hinduismand Idam
emphasi sing anew and more personalised rel ationshi p between the human being and
God.
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e Themessageof the Sufi movement was universal loveand brotherhood of man.
o Becauseof ther belief inthe concept of unity of being, Sufiswereableto establishan
ideological relationship with Hindu thought.
e TheBhakti movement grew amongst Nayanarsand Alvarsof the south and stressed a j=
new method of worship of God based upon devotional love. Notes

TheBhakti saintsweredivided into the Nirgun and Sagun believers.

Unlikethe Nirgun believersthe Sagun believers saw God as having adefiniteform
suchasRamaor Krishna

TheBhakti and Sufi saintsmade val uable contributionsto medieval Indian society in
termsof laying aliberal foundation and promoting atremendous growth of regional
literatureand |l ocal languages.

E‘ TERMINAL EXERCISES

How did Sufi movement progressin Idam?

How will you differentiatethe Chisti Silsilah with the Subrawardi Silsilah?
TheBhakti Saintsand the Sufi Saintswerethetwo facesof acoin. Elaborate.
What werethe similarities between Guru Nanak and Kabir?

a M w Ddh P

Writeashort paragraph on the Vaishnovite movement of India?

[ ]
‘ : ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS
9.1

=

Scholarswith orthodox sunni idess.
Orthodox doctrineof Idamreligion.
Al-Hujwari
Fourteen
Shaia
Ajmer
Shetkh Nasiruddin Mahmud.
2
1. BhagavataPurana

© N oo 0o b~ WwN
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2. Skhrdigion
3. TheseideasweredrawnfromtheHinduand Mudimtraditions. They dsousedsmple
languages.
4. GuruNanak
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areavery lucky peopletoday. We arefreefromforeign domination and aso
W%from many other rigiditieswhich our ancestorshad to face. Thelndian
society inthefirgt half of the 19" century was caste ridden, decadent andrigid.
It followed certain practiceswhich are not in keeping with humanitarian fedlingsor values
but werestill being followed in the name of religion. A change wastherefore needed in
society. When the British cameto Indiathey introduced the English language aswell as
certain modern ideas. Theseideaswerethose of liberty, social and economic equality,
fraternity, democracy and justice which had atremendous impact on Indian society.
Fortunately for our country therewere some enlightened Indianslike RgjaRam Mohan
Roy, Ishwar Chand Vidyasagar, Dayanand Saraswati and many otherswho werewilling
tofight and bringinreformsin society sothat it could face the chalengesof theWest.

© ey

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

¢ identify some common characteristics of religious and social reform movement;

e explaintherole played by Raja Rammohan Roy and his Brahmo Samaj inbringing
about religiousreforms;

e recognise the Prarthana Samaj as an institution that worked for religious as
well associal reform;

e explaintheideology of the Arya Samaj and itscontributorsto social and religious
reforms;
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e examine the contribution of the Ramakrishna Mission to India’s awakening in
the nineteenth century;

e appreciate the efforts of the Theosophical Society in promoting ancient Indian
religions,

discuss the contribution of the Aligarh Movement towards cultural and
educational reforms amongst the Muslims; and

e examine the reforms carried out by the Skhs and the Parsees to make their
soci ety enlightened.

10.1 COMMON CHARACTERISTICS OF RELIGIOUS AND
SOCIAL REFORM MOVEMENTS

Fromthelate 19" century anumber of European and Indian scholars started the study of
ancient India shistory, philosophy, science, rligionsand literature. Thisgrowing knowledge
of India'spast glory provided to the Indian peopleasense of prideintheir civilization. It
also helped thereformersin their work of religiousand social reform for their struggle
againg dl typeof inhuman practices, supergtitionsetc.

Sincethey had becomeassociated with religiousbeliefs, therefore most of the movements
of socia reformwereof areligiouscharacter.

These socia and religiousreform movementsarose among al communitiesof thelndian
people. They attacked bigotry, superstition and the hold of the priestly class.

They worked for abolition of castesand untouchability, purdah system, sati, child marriage,
socid inequditiesandilliteracy.

Someof thesereformerswere supported directly or indirectly by the British officialsand
some of thereformersalso supported reformative steps and regul ationsframed by the
British Government.

10.2 BRAHMO SAMAJ AND RAJA RAMMOHAN ROY

Men and women enjoy certain rightsand freedom today. But do you know that they were
giventousby theuntiring effortsmade by certain reformers. Among the great reformersof
thisperiod, RgaRammohan Roy deservesspecid mention. He presented afinecombination
of East and theWest. A man of great literary talent and well versed in Indian culture, he
also made special effort to study Christianity and Islam so that he could deal with them
withundergtanding. Hefelt great revulson for many practicesprevailingin Indiathat enjoyed
religiousapprova.
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Hismain pre-occupationwashow torid theHindu religion of bothimageworship, sacrificid
ritesand other meaninglessrituas. He condemned the priestly classfor encouraging these
practices. Heopined that al the principal ancient textsof the Hindus preached monotheism
or worship of one God. Hisgreatest achievement inthefield of relisiousreformwasan
setting upin 1828 of the Brahmo Samg. The Brahmo Sama wasanimportant organi zation
of religiousreforms. It forbadeidol-worship and discarded meaninglessritesand rituals.
The Samgj also forbadeitsmembersfrom attacking any religion. It beliefedinthebasic
unity of al thereligions. RgjaRammohan Roy believed that man should adopt truth and
goodnessand should give up things based on fal sehood and supertition.

RajaRammohan Roy wasnot merely areligiousreformer but asocial reformer dso. His
greatest achievement wastheabolition of Sati in 1929. RgjaRammohan Roy redlized that
the practice of Sati wasdueto theextremely low position of Hinduwomen. Thereforehe
started working asastout champion of women'srights. Heworked very hard for yearsto
stop thispractice of ‘ Sati’. In the early 1818 he set out to rouse public opinion onthe
guestion of Sati. On the one hand he showed by citing the authority of the oldest sacred
booksthat the Hindu religion at its best was opposed to the practice and on the other, he
appeal ed to reason and humanity and compassion of the people. Hevisited the burining
ghatsof Calcuttato try and persuadetherel atives of widowsto give up their plan of self-
immolation. Hiscampaign againgt Sati aroused the opposition of the orthodox Hinduswho
bitterly attacked him.

Raja Rammohan Roy was al so deeply opposed to the caste system that prevailed in
I ndian society. A humanist and democrat to the core, hewrote and talked against the caste
system. Another important areathat concerned him was Hindu theology. Study of the
Vedas and Upani shads gave him ground to show that monotheism wastheoriginal Hindu
belief and hence he denounced polytheism and idolatry. In fact the philosopher did not
ind st onthecreetion of anew religion but merely endeavoured to ‘ purify’ theVedicreigion
from the crudeand most ignorant superstitions. He proclaimed that thereisonly one God
for dl religionsand for all humanity. Hewrotein Bengali and English. Hewas an ardent
promoter of English education. Hewasa sowell versedin the Persian language and some
of hismost liberal andrational ideaswere expressedin hisearly writingsin that language.

He advocated the abolition of polygamy (apractice of man having morethan onewife)
and child marriage. Hewanted women to be educated and given theright toinherit property.
He condemned the subjugation of women and opposed the prevailing ideasthat women
wereinferior tomeninintellect orinamora sense. Headvocated therightsof widowsto
remarry.

To bring hisideasinto practice, RggaRammohan Roy founded the Brahmo Sabhain 1828
whichlater cameto be known asBrahmo Samg. It wasopento all personsregardless of
their colour, convictions, caste, nationality, and religion. It emphasi sed human dignity,
opposed idol worship and condemned socid evilslikesati pratha. It wasnot meant 1o be
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aseparatereligious sect but only aplacewhereal those who believed in onetrue God
could meet and pray. No imageswere alowed and no sacrificesand offerings permitted.

DebendraNath Tagore (1817-1905), the son of Dwarkanath Tagore, founder member of
Brahmo Samgj, succeeded RgjaRammohan Roy astheleader of the Brahmo Samaj. He
put new lifeinthe Samg and propagated RajaRammohan Roy’ sideas. Keshub Chandra
Sen (1838-1884) took over theleadership of the Samgj from Tagore. The Brahmo Samg
stood for the principlesof individual freedom, national unity, solidarity and collaboration
and the democratisation of al social institutionsand relations. It thus becamethefirst
organised vehiclefor theexpression of national awakening andinaugurated anew erafor
the peopleof India. However, the Brahmo Sama wasweakened by internal dissensions
and itsinfluenceremai ned confined to urban educated groups. But it left itsimpact onthe
intelectud, socid and politica lifeof Bengd.

10.3 PRARTHANA SAMAJ AND RANADE

The Prarthana Samaj was established in Bombay by Dr. AtmaRam Pandurang (1825-
1898) in 1876 with the objective of rational worship and social reform. Thetwo great
membersof this Samgj were Shri R.C. Bhandarkar and Justice Mahadev Govind Ranade.
They devoted themselvesto thework of socia reform such asinter-caste dining, inter-
castemarriage, widow remarriage and improvement of thelot of women and depressed
classes.

Mahavdev Govind Ranade (1842-1901) devoted hisentirelifeto PrarthanaSamg. He
wasthefounder of the Widow RemarriageAssociation (1861) and the Deccan Education
Society. He established the Poona Sarvgjanik Sabhaaswell. To Ranade, religiousreform
wasinseparablefromsocid reform. Hea so believed that if religiousideaswererigid there
would be no successin social, economic and political spheres. MG RAnade wasthe
leader of social reformation and cultural renaissanceinWestern India.

Ranade’ sgreat messageto the personswho wereinvolved in socia servicewas* Strength
of numberswe cannot command, but we can command earnestnessof conviction, Sngleness
of devotion, readinessfor self-sacrifice, inal honest workersinthe cause.”

Although Prarthana Samgj was powerfully influenced by theideas of Brahmo Samgj, itdid
not ing st upon arigid exclusion of idol worship and adefinite break from the caste system.
It did not regard the Vedas asthelast word, nor did it believeinthedoctrineof transmigration
of the human soul and incarnation of God. Itscentral ideawasone positive belief inthe
unity of God.

10.4 DEROZIO AND YOUNG BENGAL MOVEMENT

Henry Lui Vivian Derozio, joined the Hindu College of Calcuttaasateacher. Hehad
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come from Scotland to sell watchesin Calcutta, but later made the spread of modern
educationin Bengd ashislife smisson.

Derozio promoted radical ideasthrough histeaching and by organizing an association for
debate and discussions on literature, philosophy, history and science. Heinspired his
followersand studentsto question al authority. Derozio and hisfamousfollowers, known
astheDerziansand Young Bengal, werefiery patriots. They cherished theidea sof the
French Revolution (1789A.D.) and theliberal thinking of Britain. Derozio died of cholera
at theyoung age of 22.

TheYoung Bengal Movement continued even after Derozio’sdismissal and hissudden
death. Though deprived of |eadership, the members of thisgroup continued preaching
radical viewsthrough teaching and journaism.

| shwar ChandraVidyasagar

Another outstanding reformer in Bengal was|shwar ChandraVidyasagar (1820-1891
A.D.).A scholar of great depths, hededicated himsalf to the cause of the emanci pation of
women. It wasdueto hissincere effortsthat obstaclesto the marriage of widowswere
removed through alaw in 1856. He played aleading rolein promoting education of girls
and started and hel ped the setting up anumber of schoolsfor girls. Vidyasagar did not
concern himself much with religious questions. However, hewasagainst al thosewho
opposed reformsinthe nameof religion.

10.5 SPREAD OF THE REFORM MOVEMENTS IN
WESTERN AND SOUTHERN INDIA

After Bengal, the most important region where the movement for reforms spread was
westernIndia. Ba Shastri Jambekar wasoneof thefirst reformersin Bombay. He attacked
Brahmanical orthodoxy and tried to reform popular Hinduism.

In 1849, the Parmahansa Mandali was founded in Poona, Satara and other towns of
Maharashtra. Itsfollowershad faith in one God and they opposed caste system. At its
meetings, memberstook food cooked by low-caste people. They favoured education of
women and supported widow remarriage. M ahadev Ranade believed that without socia
reformsit wasnot possibleto achieve any progressinthepolitical and economicfields. He
wasagresat advocate of Hindu-Mudimunity.

Two other great reformersin Western Indiawere Gopal Hari Deshmukh Lokahitwari and
Jotirao Govindrao Phule popularly known as Jotiba. They worked for the upliftment of
women, took up the cause of women and downtrodden masses. Jyotibawith hiswife
started agirlsschool in Poona, in 1857. He a so opened aschool for the children of the
depressed classes. JotibaPhulewas a so apioneer of thewidow remarriage movement in
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Maharashtra. He challenged the dominance of Brahminsand worked for organizing and
activating the masses. He championed the cause of villagersand actively worked for rural
development in Maharashtra. Jotibawasgiven thetileof ‘Mahatma for hiswork for the
cause of the oppressed. In 1873, he founded the Satya-Shodhak to give strength to his
movement and makeit popular.

In the southern parts of the country. Kandukuri Veeresalingam (1848-1919) pioneered
themovement in support of widow remarriage and girlseducationin Andhra. VedaSamgj
founded in Madrasin 1864 advocated discarding of caste distinctions and promotion of
widow remarriage and women’ seducation. It condemned the superstitionsand ritual s of
orthodox Hinduism and propagated belief in onesupreme God. Chembeti SridharaluNaidu
wasthemost popular leader of the Veda Samaj. Hetrand ated books of the Veda Samgj
inTamil and Telugu.

Animportant movement particularly significant for the emancipation of the so-called
backward and oppressed sections of Indian society was started by Shree NarayanaGuru
(1854-1928) inKerda. In 1903 hefounded the Shree narayanaDharmaParipaanaYogam
(SNDP) to carry onthework of socia reform. ShreeNarayanaGuru considered differences
based on caste and religion asmeaninglessand advocated what he called * One Caste, one
Religionandon God' for al.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 10.1

1. Statethecircumstancesthat lead to thefoundation of Brahmo Samgj?

2. What weretheprinciplesof Brahmo Samgj?

3. How did PrathanaSama help reducing socia disparities?

4. WhowasM.GRanade?

10.6 SWAMI| DAYANAND SARASWATI (1824-1883) AND

ARYA SAMAJ

Attend ameeting of theAryaSamgj any day. Youwill find many women attendingit. They
arealso performing yganaand reading the scriptures. Thiswasthe basi ¢ contribution of
Mool Shanker animportant representative of therdigionsreformmovementinindia from

Indian Culture and Heritage Secondary Course



ReligiousRefroms M ovementsin Modern India

Gujarat. Helater cameto be known as Dayanand Saraswati (1824-1883). He founded
theAryaSamg in 1875.

Themost influential movement of religiousand socid reforminnorthern Indiawasstarted
by Dayanand Saraswari. He held that the Vedas contained a| the knowledgeimparted to
man by God and essentials of modern science could aso be traced in them. He was
opposed toidolatry, ritual and priesthood, particularly tothe prevalent caste practicesand
popular Hinduism aspreached by the Brahmins. Hefavoured the tudy of western science.
With all thisdoctrine, hewent about all over the country and in 1875 founded theArya
Samgj inBombay.

Satyarth Prakash was his most important book. The use of Hindi in hiswritings and
preachingsmade hisideas access bleto the common peopleof northern India AryaSamgjis
opposed child marriagesand encouraged remarriage of widows. It maderapid progress
in Punjab, Uttar Pradesh, Rgjasthan and Gujarat.

A Network of schoolsand collegesfor boysand girlswas established throughout northern
Indiato promote the spread of education. Dayanand Anglo-Vedic School of Lahore,
which soon devel opedinto apremier collegeof Punjab, set the patternfor suchingtitutions.
I nstruction wasimparted through Hindi and Englishonmodernlines. LaaHansrg played
aleadingroleinthisfield. In 1902, Swami Shradhanandastarted the Gurukul near Hardwar
to propagate the moretraditional ideas of education. Thiswas set up on the pattern of
ancientAshrams.

AryaSamg tried to incul cate the spirit of self-respect and self-reliance among the people
of India. Thispromoted nationalism. At the sametime one of itsmain objectiveswasto
prevent the conversion of Hindusto other religions. It also prescribed apurificatory
ceremony calld suddhi for those Hinduswho had been converted to other religionslike
Idamand Chrigtianity.

10.7 THE RAMAKRISHNA MISSION AND SWAMI
VIVEKANANDA

Gadadhar Chattopadhyaya (1836-86) was apoor Brahmin priest who later cameto be
known as RamakrishnaParamahansa: Hiseducation did not proceed beyond thed ementary
stage and he had no formal education in philosophy and Shastras. Hededicated hislifeto
God. He believed that there were many roads to God and the service of man wasthe
service of God, because man wasthe embodiment of God. Hence sectarianism had no
placein histeachings. Herealised thedivinity in humanity and looked upon the service of
mankind asameansto salvation.

Narendra Nath Datta (1863-1902) later known as Swami Vivekananda was the most
devoted pupil of Ramakrishna Paramahansa who carried the message of his Guru
Ramakrishnaall over theworld, specialy in Americaand Europe.
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Vivekanandawasproud of India’sspiritua heritage, but he believed that noindividua or
nation canliveby holding himsdf or itsdlf gpart from thecommunity of others. Hecondemned
the caste system, rigid ritual's, century old superstitionsand advocated liberty, freethinking
and equality.

Vivekanandawasindeed, apatriot from the core of hisheart. Hehad tremendousfaithin
theevolution of Indian cultureand anintensezeal to reviveall that wasgood and great in
her culture so asto serve her inal possiblewaysfor her onward march.

Swami Vivekanandalaid stress on Ramakrishna steaching on the essential onenessof al
religions. He promoted the Vedanta phil osophy which he considered the most rational
system.

Theprincipd featureof Vivekananda ssocid philosophy washising senceonthe upliftment
of the masses. For him, serviceto the poor and downtrodden wasthe highest religion. To
organisesuch service, hefounded the RamakrishnaMissionin 1897. ThisMissionto date
hasplayed animportant rolein providing socia serviceintimesof national distresslike
famine, floods, and epidemic. Many schools, hospitals, orphanagesarerun by it.

In 1893 he participated intheAll World Religious Conference (Parliament of Religions) at
Chicagointhe United States of America. Heargued that Vedantawasthereligion of all
and not of the Hindus a one. His address there made adeep impression on the people of
other countries and thus hel ped to raise the prestige of Indian culturein the eyesof the
world. Though hismissonwasmainly of religiousnature, hewaskeenly interested inthe
improvement of al aspectsof nationd life. Heexpressed hisconcernfor the miserableand
poor conditions of the people and said that neglect of the massesisasin. Hefrankly
stated, “ It iswewho areresponsiblefor al our misery and al our degradation.” He urged
hiscountrymentowork for their own savation. For thispurpose bands of workersdevoted
tothiscauseweretrained through the Ramakrishan Mission. ThusVivekanandaemphasized
social good or social services.

INTEXT QUEST1ONS 10.2

1. Whofounded AryaSamg?

2. Wherewasfirst Dayanand Anglo-Vedic College established?

3. How according to Gadadhar Chattopadhayacan you achieve salvation?
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4. What wastheoriginal nameof Swami Vivekanand?
5. What according to Swami Viveknand wasthe highest religion?
! =
! ff
Notes ~

10.8 THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY AND ANNIE BESANT

Theosophical society hasplayed animportant rolein the history of thereligion, society and
culture of modern India. It wasfounded in the USA in 1875 by aRussian spiritualist
MadameH.P. Blavatsky and an American Col. H.S. Olcott. Itsobjectivewasto promote
studiesin ancient religions, philosophiesand science, devel op thedivine powerslatent in
man and formauniversa brotherhood of man.

The Society wasintroduced to Indiain 1879 and its headquarterswere set up at Adyar
near Madrasin 1886. Itsinfluence spread under Annie Beasant in 1893 who played an
important rolein India sstrugglefor freedom. Sheand her associates advocated therevival
and strengthening of the ancient religions of Hinduism, Zoroastrianism and Buddhism.
They recognized the doctrine of the transmigration of the soul. They also preached the
universal brotherhood of man. They helped to impart to the educated I ndians a sense of
prideintheir own country. Annie Beasant'smovement wasamovement |ed and supported
by westernerswho glorified Indianreligiousand philosophica traditions. Thishdped Indians
to recover their self-confidence.

Infact the activitiesof Annie Besant inthefield of education were more significant. She
founded the Central Hindu College at Banaraswhich shelater handed over to Madan
Mohan Mdaviya Hedevel oped that collegeinto the BanarasHindu University. Although
the Theosophical Movement did not enjoy masspopularity, itswork under theleadership
of Annie Besant for awakening of the Indianswasremarkable. She contributed agreat
dedl tothedevelopment of national spiritin Indians. The headquartersof the Theosophical
Society at Adyar becameacentre of knowledgewith alibrary of rare Sanskrit books.

Thesociety fought againgt untouchability and advocated upliftment of women. Annie Besant
dedicated her wholelifeto the cause of Indian society. Shedescribed her missioninthese
words: “TheIndianwork isfirst of al therevival, the strengthening and uplifting of the
ancient reigions. Thishasbrought withit anew self-respect, and pridein the past; belief in
thefuture, and asaninevitableresult, agreat wave of patriotic life, the beginning of the
rebuilding of anation”.

Oneof Mrs. Besant’smany achievementsin Indiawasthe establishment of the Central
Hindu School. Annie Besant made Indiaher permanent home and took aprominent partin
Indian politics. “ Theneedsof Indiaare, anong others, the devel opment of anationd spirit
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and an education founded on Indian ideas and enriched, not dominated by the thoughts
and culture of theWest” . Sheaways supported Home Rulefor Indiansand established a
Home Rule Leaguein 1916 to spread the message of self rule.

Branches of the Theosophical Society were opened all over India and its Journal
Theosophist had awidecirculation. The Society gaveahe ping handin socid and religious
reform, especially in south India. Most of thework done by it wasinfluenced by Annie
Besant.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 10.3

1. Wherewas The Theosophica Society founded?

2. Whofounded the Theosophica Society?

3. Wherewasthe head quartersof the Theosophical Society inIndia?

4. Who established Home Rule Leaguein 19167

109 ALIGARH MOVEMENT AND SAYYID AHMAD KHAN

You havejust read about reformwithinthe Hindurdigion, itspracticesand socid inditutions.
A smilar reform movement wasa so taking placewithin Idam. TheMudim upper classes
had tended to avoid contact with Western education and cultureand it was only after the
revolt of 1857 that modernideasof religiousreform began to appear. The beginning was
made by the Muhammedan Literary Society founded in Calcuttain 1863 founded by
Nawab Abdul Latif 1828-1893. It promoted discussion of religious, social and political
guestionsinthelight of modernideasand encouraged upper and middleclassMudimsto
adopt Western education. It aso played animportant rolefor Mudim Unity. TheMudim
masseswere a so influenced by movements carried on by the Chishti sufiswho preached
not only submission to God but al so promoted the veneration of saints. Another movement
isassociated with Shah Waliullahin Delhi, who opposed the unorthodox religiouspractices
andrevived the Shiasect and strict monotheism. The philosophica andlearned tradition of
the Firangi Mahal in Lucknow wasincorporated into the new educational syllabusand
propagated throughout Indiaduring the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Sharitullaof
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Bengal wastheleader of the Faraizi movement Bengal which took up the cause of the
peasants and even spoke agai nst the caste system among the Muslims.

Themost notable of the Muslim reformerswas Sayyid Ahmed of Rai Bareilly, in Uttar
Pradesh. He attracted the Mudlim arti sans of the declining weaving townsof Allahabad
and Patnafinding aready audienceand giving thecommon peopledignity and anidentity
throughacommonfaithat atimeof socia didocation. Herealised that unlesstheMudims
adapted themselvesto the changed circumstances of British rule, they would be deprived
of al new opportunitiesfor status and prosperity. Hewashighly impressed by modern
scientificthought and worked dl hislifetoreconcileit with Idam. Heinterpreted the Quran
inthelight of rationalism and science. He urged the peopleto devel op acritical approach
and freedom of thought. He al so warned against fanaticism, narrow-mindedness and
exclusiveness. He asked the peopl e to be broadminded and tolerant. In 1883 he said:
“Now both of us(Hindusand Mudlimes) liveontheair of India, drink the holy watersof the
Gangaand Jamuna. We both feed upon the products of the Indian soil... weareanation
and the progress and welfare of the country, and both of us, depend on our unity, mutual
sympathy, and love, while our mutual disagreement, obstinacy and opposition andill-
feeling aresureto destroy us’.

Syed Ahmed Khanrightly felt that isolation would harm the Muslim community and to
prevent that he did hisbest to create alink with the progressive cultural forces of the
outsideworld. Heworked hard to removethe hostility of the British rulerstowardsthe
Mudimswhom they considered astheir real enemies.

Hefdtthat thereligiousand socid lifeof theMudimscould beimproved only withthehelp
of modem Western scientific knowledge and culture. Therefore, promotion of modern
education wasthefirst task. Asan official, he founded school s at many places. He got
many Western bookstrand ated into Urdu. He started the Muhammedan Anglo-Oriental
Collegein 1875 at Aligarh. It was meant to be acentrefor spreading Western sciences
and culture, Later, thiscollegegrew intotheAligarhMudim University.

Theliberad, socid and culturd movement started by Sayyid Ahmad KhanamongtheMudims
isknown astheAligarh Movement asit originated inAligarh. TheAnglo-Orienta College
wasthe centre of thismovement. It aimed at promoting modern education among Mudims
without weakening thetieswith Isam. It becamethe central educational institution for
IndianMudims.

TheAligarh Movement waslargely responsiblefor theMudlim revival that followed. It
provided afocd point for the scattered Mudim popul ation in different partsof the country.
It gavethem acommon fund of ideasand acommon language - Urdu. A Mudim presswas
developed for the compilation of worksin Urdu.

SayyidAhmad' seffortsextended to the social sphereaswell. Heworked for socia reforms.
Hewanted women to be educated and advocated theremoval of the purdah. Hewasalso

against polygamy.
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Therewereseverd other socio-religiousmovementswhichin oneway or the other hel ped
the nationa awakening of the Mudims. MirzaGhulamAhmad had founded theAhmediya
Movement in 1899. Under thismovement, anumber of schoolsand collegeswere opened
all over the country, imparting modern education. Inthefield of religion thefollowers of
thismovement emphasi zed theuniversal and humanitarian character of Idam. They favoured
the unity among Hindusand Mudims.

Oneof thegreatest poetsof modern India, Muhammad Igbd, (1876-1938) dso profoundly
influenced through his poetry, the philosophical and religious outlook of the younger
generation of Mudimsaswell asof Hindus. He urged the adoption of adynamic outlook
that would hel p changetheworld. Hewasbasically ahumanist.

10.10 REFORM MOVEMENTS AMONG PARSIS

Religiousreform began among the Parssin Mumbai inthemiddle of the 19th century. In
1851, the Rehnumai Maz' dayasan Sabhaor Religious Reform Associ ation wasfounded
by Nauroji Furdonji, Dadabha Naorgji, S.S. Benga eeand others. They started ajournal
Rast Goftar, for the purpose of socid-religiousreformsamong the Parsis. They also played
animportant rolein the spread of education, specially among girls. They campaigned
against the entrenched orthodoxy inthereligiousfield and initiated the moderni zation of
Pars social customsregarding the education of girlsmarriage and the socia position of
women ingenera. In course of time, the Parsisbecame socially the most westernized
section of Indian society.

10.11 RELIGIOUS REFORM AMONG SIKHS

Religiousreform among the Sikhswas started at the end of the 19" Century when the
KhalsaCollege started at Amritsar. Through the efforts of the Singh Sabhas (1870) and
with British support, the Khal sa Collegewasfounded at Amritsar in 1892. Thiscollege
and schoolsset up asaresult of smilar efforts, promoted Gurumukhi, Sikh learning and
Punjabi literatureasawhole.

After 1920 the Sikh momentum gained momentum when the Akali Movement rosein
Punjab. Thechief object of theAkaliswasto improve the management of the Gurudwaras
or Sikh Shrinesthat were under the control of priestsor Mahantswho treated them as
their private property. In 1925, alaw was passed which gave the right of managing
Gurudwarasto the Shiromani Gurudwara Prabandhak Committee.

10.12 IMPACT OF THE REFORM MOVEMENT

The British wanted to appease the orthodox upper section of society. Asaresult only two
important lavswere passed. Somelegal measureswereintroduced to raise the status of
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women. For example Sati wasdeclaredillegal (1829). Infanticidewasdeclaredillegal.
Widow remarriagewas permitted by alaw passed in 1856. Marriageable age of girlswas
raised toten by alaw passed in 1860.

A law passedin 1872, sanctioned inter-caste and inter-communal marriages. The other
law passed in 1891, aimed at discouraging child marriage. For preventing child marriage, J =

the ShardaAct was passed in 1929. According toit agirl below 14 and aboy below 18 || NOtes -
could not be married. Inthe 20" century and especially after 1919 the Indian national

movement becamethe main propagator of socid reform. Increasingly, thereformerstook

recourseto propagandain theIndian languageto reach themasses. They aso used novels,

dramas, short stories, poetry, the Pressand in the thirties (1930's), the cinematoo spread

their views.

Numerousindividuads, reform societies, and religious organi zationsworked hard to spread
education among women, to prevent marriage of young children, to bring women out of
the purdah, to enforce monogamy, and to enable middle classwomento take up professons
or publicemployment. Dueto dl theseefforts | ndian women played an activeand important
rolein the struggle for independence of the country. As aresult many superstitions
disappeared and many otherswereon their way out. Now, it wasno longer asinto travel
toforeign countries.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 10.4

1. Who started Muhammedan Anglo-Oriental College?

2. WhereistheAligarhMudim University located?

3. What weretheviewsof Sayyid Ahmed Khanfor Mudimwomen?

4. Wherewasthe Muhammedan Literary Society established?

5. Givethenamesof any threefamous socio-religiousreformersof the Parsis.

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e Theimpact of BritishruleinIndialed to anumber of socia andreligiousreforms.
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RajaRammohan Roy can beregarded asthe central figure of India sawakening for
championing the spread of modern education, science and technology and for his
relentlessfight againgt many socid evils.

R.G Bhandarkar and M.G. Ranade carried out their work of religiousreformsin
Maharashtrathrough the Prarthana Samaj by propagating inter-caste marriages,
freedom from priestly domination and improvement of thelot of women.

Swami Dayananda Saraswati founded the Arya Samg) and pleaded for theright of
individualstointerpret Vedasand freethemselvesfrom thetyranny of priests. Besides
al this, theorgani sation fought against untouchability and casterigidity aswell asworked
for promoting modern education.

Swami Vivekananda, agreat humanist, through his RamakrishnaMission condemned
religious narrow mindedness, advocated free thinking and emphas sed on servicefor
the poor.

The Theosophica Society, under the guidance of Annie Besant, promoted studies of
ancient Indian religions, philosophiesand doctrines.

Religiousreformsamong the Mudimswere carried out by Sayyid Ahmad Khanwho
encouraged Mudimsto adopt modern education; denounced polygamy, purdah system
and spoke againgt religiousintolerance, ignoranceand irrationlism.

o s~ w D P

~

L
2B | TERMINAL EXERCISE

What was RgjaRam Mohan Roy’sroleinthesocia reformsin India?

How would you say that Prathana Sama wasdoing rdigiousaswell associd reforms?
How will youjustify theAryaSamg’sfaithin Vedas?

Explain how RamaKrishnaMiss on he pedinawakening Indiain thenineteenth century?
Discusstheeffortsof Sayyid Ahmed Khaninremovingtheevilsof Mudim community?

The contributions of The Theosophica Society inthe devel opment of Indian society
cannot beforgotten. Elaborate.

Writeashort note on thereformsundertaken by the Sikh reformers.

1]
‘ = ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

10.1

1.
2.

Practices prevalent in the society such as Sati Pratha, Caste system.

Opposeidol worship. No to sacrifices, no to offerings, Sati Prathacondemnation,
Humandignity.
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3.

4.

By doing inter-caste marriage, inter-caste dining, widow remarriage, improvement of
thelot of women and depressed classes.

A strong follower of Prathana Samgj ideol ogy.

10.2

1. AryaSamag wasfounded by Dayanand Saraswati.
2. AtLahorein 1886.

3.
4
5

Theserviceof mankindisameansto salvation

. NarendraNath Datta.

. Serviceto the poor and downtrodden.

10.3

1
2.
3.
4.

U.SA.
H.P. Balavatsky —aRussian and Col H.S. Olocott —an American.
Adyar near Chennai

Mrs. Annie Besant.

10.4

a A~ W D

SayyidAhmed Khan

Aligarh

Remova of Purdhasystem and Education for women.
At Cdlcuttain 1863.

Dadabhai Naoroji, S.S. Bengaee, Nauroji Furdongi.
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SOCIO-CULTURAL ISSUESIN
CONTEMPORARY INDIA

nthe previouslesson you havelearnt about the social structurein India. You read

about tribal, rural and urban societies, about stratification intermsof casteand class,

about family, marriage, and the position of womenin Indian society. Thelndian society
has evolved through the ages and advancements have taken placein diversefields. You
havea soread in earlier lessonsabout social reformsin thelndian society. However, in
every society there are socio-cultura issuesthat need to be addressed and tackled. Security
of people, particularly of thevulnerable sections, such aswomen, children and theelderly
peopleisamajor concerninthe contemporary Indian society. In thislesson, wewill read
about the major socio-cultural issuesthat need our immediate attention, if we haveto
preserve our socia and cultural values. Some of theimportant socio-cultural issuesthat
need to be addressed today are casteism, dowry, communalism, drinking, drug addiction,
etc. Theissuesdiscussed hereare not comprehensive. Therearemany other issuesfaced
by thenationingenera and regionsand communitiesin particular, that al of usshouldthink
about. Canyoumakealist of other suchissues?

0 ez

After reading thislessonyou will beableto

e |ist some major issues and problems of contemporary Indian society;
e discussissueslike caste system, dowry, substance abuse etc.;

e examinetheissuesrelated with vulnerable groups like the children, women and
the elderly people; and

e discuss economic issues like poverty and unemployment.
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20.1 CASTE SYSTEM

Asyou haveaready learnt inthe previouslesson, therearefour castes. Can you remember
them?Writethem here:

1. D 2. ;3. ; and
4.

ThecastesysteminIndiahasitsrootsin ancient India. Just asthe ashramadharmalaid
down rulesand dutieswith referenceto theindividua’slifein theworld, varnaor caste
system prescribed dutieswith referenceto the particular casteto which anindividual
belonged. Earlier they were all regarded equal in social status and could take up any
profession they liked. Therewasno restriction in the matter of eating food or marriage
with membersof other profession. But with the beginning of speciaizing in hereditary
professionsand coming in contact with theindigenous peopl e situations changed and the
birth of the person decided their caste. Hencethe varnasystem that devel oped during that
timewasthe outcome of the socia and economic devel opment. But astime passed, itled
tothedivision of society into high-caste and |ow-caste peoplewho could not mix with
each other. Inter-caste dining or marriage was forbidden. Peopl e belonging to the so
called lower casteswere exploited and slowly down the ages, their condition became
miserable. They were poor and did not enjoy equality in society. They were not even
allowed to draw water from the common wells of thevillages, or even could go to the
templesor to come closeto the people of the so called higher castes. Thus caste system
hampered the healthy growth of different professonsasentry into aparticular professon
was based on birth and not on ability.

Caste-based discrimination hasat timeseven led to violence. The caste-system al so makes
theworking of democracy inour country difficult. Society getsdivided into artificid groups
that tend to support the candidate who belongsto their caste. They do not pay much
attentionto thefact whether he/sheisadeserving candidate or not. Thisisnot good for the
hedlth of democracy inIndia. Our country cannot makereal progressunlessthissystemis
uprooted completely.

During the post-independence period, i.e. after 1947, the Government hastaken cogni zance
of theseissuesand tried to tackle them through legid ation (enacting lawsto counter these
issues) aswell asby socid action (by involving thecivil society, NGOs(Non-Governmentd
Organizations) and social groups. These stepshave helped inimproving the situation but
still alot more needsto be done.

Vidgit the house of aperson who belongsto acommunity other than yours. Doyou
find any differenceintheir way of living and eating habits? Write ashort essay
bringing out thedifferencesaswell assmilarities.
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20.2 ISSUES RELATED TO WOMEN

Our Constitution givesequal rightsto both menand womeninevery field. Today, women
enjoy voting rights, right toinheritance and property. Infact, the Congtitution lay down that
the government should promotewith special caretheinterests of theweaker sections of
the people. Severd laws have been passed sinceindependenceto promotetheinterests of
women. Theselawsrelateto marriage, inheritance of property, divorce, dowry, etc. In
1976, the Equal Remuneration Act was passed to providefor equal remuneration to men
and womenfor similar work.

Recently, the government has started aschemefor the protection of girl child. Thescheme
iscaled‘Ladli’,inwhichanamount isset asdeat thetimeof thebirth of agirl childwhich
she gets when she compl etes eighteen years of age. Thisamount isthen used for the
education or the marriage of the child. Similarly, thereisanother schemecalled * Jaccha
Bacchascheme' . Under this scheme, the state governmentstake care of the birth of the
child and dl expenditurerelated to medical assistancefor the upbringing of thechild.

However, in spite of these provisions, wefind alot of discrimination against women.

|20.2.1 Gender Discrimination |

InIndiafemaesarediscriminatedin variousfid dslike hedth, education andjobs. Thegirls
carry theliability of dowry ontheir head, and they haveto leavetheir parentshomeafter
marriage. Besides, inorder to safeguard their old age parentsprefer to have maeoffspring.
Many femal e babiesare aborted, abandoned, deliberately neglected and underfed smply
asthey aregirls. Thisisworst inthe state of Rgjasthan. But now thereisagreat changein
thisdirection. InsomedateslikeHaryanawheregirl childratioisvery low, thegovernment
hastaken out many schemesto promote education of girls. Reservation of jobsfor women
and even six monthsmaternity leaveisprovided to them besidesmany others.

The World Bank Document, “A New Agenda for Women's Health and Nutrition”
(Washington 1995) estimatesthat in devel oping countries, 450 million adult women have
their development problemsdueto lack of proteininput during their childhood. Inmany
communities, women and girlsget lessfood or poor quality food compared to men and
boys. When they areill, they get |ess attention or receive some attention only when the
diseasebecomesextremely serious. Thereisampleevidenceat theglobd leve of disparity
in health status between men and women and their accessto medical services.

Inamgjority of the countries, literacy ratefor womenissignificantly lower than that for
men. In 66 countries, the gap between the maleand femaleliteracy ratesisestimated to be
larger than 10 percentage pointsand in 40 countries, it islarger than 20 percentage points
inthe age group of 6-11, which correspondsto primary level education. According to
2011 census, thereisagap of 16.7 percent between theliteracy rate of men and women
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i.e. men'sliteracy rateis82.14 percent compared to women'’sliteracy ratethat standsat
65.46 percent. About 24.5 percent (85 million) of thegirlsintheworld areestimated to be
out of school compared to 16.4 percent (60 million) boys.

Inmost Indianfamilies, agirl childisleast welcomedthoughinIndiawomen wererespected
fromtheearly ages. Eventhough therearegrowing instancesof girlsexcellingineducation,
tradition, custom, and socid practices place greater value on sonsthan on daughters, who
areoften viewed asan economic burden. Thisattitude of the society a so standsin theway
of thegirl child being ableto achieve her full potential. A recent report onthegirl child
makesthefollowing observations: “ Girlsaretheworld’smost squandered gift. They
are precious human beings with enormous potential, but across the world, they
are generally the last to have their basic needs met and first to have their basic
rights denied.”

Theneed of girlsfor food clothing, shelter, hedthcare, education, nurture, andtimeto play
oftengoesunmet. Their rightsto safety, freedom from harassment and expl oitation, asaso
their rightsto grow, devel op and blossom, are denied.

Pregjudice against thegirl child becomesclearer and sharper fromthedatainsex ratioin
theage group 0-6 years. In the Census, 2011 thisratio has been recorded as 914, down
from 927 inthe Census, 2001. Thechild sex ratio has steadily declined from 976in 1961
t0914in2011.

[20.2.2 Dowry System |

Thepractice of dowry isoneof theworst socia practicesthat hasaffected our culture. In
independent India, one of thelandmark legid ationsisthe passing of the Dowry Prohibition
Actin 1961 by the Government of India. Despitethefact that the practice of both giving as
well as accepting dowry is banned by law and such acts are punishabl e offences, the
systemisso thoroughly imbedded in our culturethat it continues unabated. Whether itis
rural or urban India, the blatant violation of thislaw isrampant. Not only dowry deaths,
even mogt of theactsof domestic violence against women including psychologica aswell
asphysical torture arerdated to mattersof dowry. Some of thevery basic human rightsof
women areviolated amost every day. Sometimesit isheartening to seesomegirlsstand
firmto assert their rightsagainst dowry. But thereisan urgent need to strengthen such
hands by taking some concrete aswell ascomprehensive socia, economic, political and
administrative measuresin order to free Indian society of thisdisease.

Find out agirl childwhoisnot going to school. Tell her parentsthat the government
has started aschemecalled Ladli for the development of thegirl child and that she
will nolonger remain aburden to them; rather shewill become an asset. So they
should send her to schoal.
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INTEXT QUESTIONS 20.1

1. How doescaste system affect democracy?

2. Whatisthe'Ladli’ schemeof government of India?

3. WhichAct prohibitsdowry violations?

20.3 SUBSTANCE ABUSE/ADDICTION

The habitual use of or dependence on harmful substanceslikeliquor/acoholic drinks,
tobacco, bidis/cigarettes, drugs (for other than prescribed medical treatment) called
substance abuse or addiction. Asthe range of addictive substances continuesto expand,
more and more persons particularly, in the younger age groups get addicted. Thereare
many factorsthat are responsiblefor pushing theyoung aswell asadultsinto thetrap of
substance abuse. Thesefactorsinclude peer-pressure, non-conducivefamily environment
and stress.

Substance abuseisaconditionwhich needsmedical and psychologica help. The parents
haveto be considerateto children, particularly during their transition from childhood to
adol escence and adulthood, when many changes occur inthelr physique. Adolescentsare
naturaly curious, they areexploring new worlds, ideas, behaviorsand relaionships. Inthe
process, someareexposed to drugs. Unlesstheir environment, families, schoolsand friends
educate them about theill effects of using drugs, they arelikely to betrapped. Drinking
and smoking arethe most common aswel | asharmful addictiveactions.

Drinking or intake of liquor /alcohol isavery seriousproblem of the society. Theeasiest
pastimeisto drink and forget worries, frustrations, even though temporarily. Itsaddiction
creates serious consequences. Even with meagre earnings, drunkardsbuy liquor keeping
thefamily needsat stake. If they cannot afford the standard variety, whichisexpensive,
they gofor the chegp variety. At timesthey drink eventhe poisonousthings. After drinking,
they losetheir senses. Sometimesit resultsin death or permanent disability. Most of the
time, they ill-treat their wivesand children after drinking.

Smoking isahabit whichisvery harmful to health, even morethan drinking. Not only does
it harm the smokersthemsel ves, but also the people around them who are affected by the
smokeintheatmosphere. If werespect therightsof others, then we should not smokein
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public placeslikebuses, trains, markets, officesetc. Smokingisamajor causeof pollution
and devel opsdeadly diseases|ike cancer, heart diseases, breathing problemsetc. According
to World Heal th Organi zation, tobacco use, particularly smoking, isnumber onekiller all
over theworld. The Union cabinet hasbanned smoking in public places. It hasbanned the
sale of tobacco products near schoolsand colleges. It ismandatory for manufacturers of
these productsto issueawarning to the consumersof itsill effectswith acaption onthe
product itsdlf.

20.4 COMMUNALISM

Indiaisacountry of different religiousfaiths. Personsbelonging to different communities
such asHindus, Sikhs, Mudlims, Christians, Parsees, etc. livein India. Theaggressive
attitude of one community towardsthe other createstension and clashes between two
religious communities. Hundreds of peoplediein communal riots. It breeds hatred and
mutual suspicion. Communalismisanissuethat needsto betackled and eradicated. It
posesagreat challengeto democracy and unity of our country. It istherefore, amajor
obstacleinthe path of our progress. Education isonevery important meansthroughwhich
we can hopeto bring peace and harmony in society. We must remember that we areall
human beingsfirgt, beforewebe ong to areligiouscommunity. Wemust respect dl religions.
Our country issecular, which meansthat all religionsaretreated equally and everyoneis
freetofollow their ownreligion.

Try to meet any person who isaddi cted to smoking, drugs, drinking or gambling.
Tell himtheill effectsof thesethingsand suggest somewaysto overcomethishabit.

20.5 ISSUES RELATED TO THE ELDERLY

Theworld populationisageing. Globally, the aged were 8% in 1950, 10% in 2000 and
estimated to increaseto 21% in 2050. In India, the number of elder personswas5.8%
(25.5million) in1961. In 1991 thisfigureincreased to 6.7% (56.6 million). In 2011, itis
estimated to increaseto 8.1% (96 million) that isexpected to grow to 137 millionin 2021.
Thesizeof theIndian elderly (60 yearsand above) isexpected totriplein the next few
decades. Providing socia, economic, and psychol ogical support to theagedisemerging
asafundamental concern of socia devel opment.

Withthejoint family breaking down, especialy intheurban areas, wherenuclear families
arethetrend, theaged areincreas ngly becoming unwel comemembersinther ownfamilies.
Community support baseto theaged isassuming greater importance. Our cultureto respect
eldersshould be againimbibed in young generation so that theaged can maintain their self
respect. Remember, the elderly people should be respected. They havelooked after you
when they were younger and now it isyour turn to pay back. You must look after and
serveyour old grandparents.
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Vigtanold homeandtak to the e derly peopleliving there. Think how you canhelp
theminliving abetter and happy life.

(i

.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 20.2

1. What issubstance abuse?

2. What isnumber onekiller according to World Health Organization?

3. What isthe expected popul ation of the aged peoplein Indiaby 20217?

4. Whatisthemainreasonfor theelderly people not being looked after?

20.6 ISSUES OF POVERTY AND UNEMPLOYMENT

Indiaisalargecountry inarea. Itisroughly 2.4 percent of thetota areaof theworld. But
do you know what percentage of theworld's population it has? Well, it isabout 16.7%.
Asper Census 2011, India s populationis 1210 million. With such ahuge popul ation,
some economic problems have devel oped. These are the problems of unemployment,
inflation, poverty and pricerise. A large section of our population livesunder the poverty
line. Thereisahuge unemployment. Inflation and pricerise hasadded to the problem.

With asignificant number of peopleliving below the poverty line, itsimpact on socio-
economically margina familiesintheform of poor quality of life, disease, low literacy,
malnutrition, and child labour becomesaseriousconcern. Nearly aquarter of thepopulation
that belongsto the scheduled category isalmost entirely below poverty line. Poverty isa
fundamental problem, hindering devel opment objectives.

Unemployment isasituation where an ablebodied person, willing towork failstofind a
jobto earn aliving. Chronic unemployment and the consequent poverty areresponsible
for theeroson of human vaues. Under the compulsion of poverty, parentsdo not hesitate
evento send their children to thelabour market. Millionsof children misstheir childhood
because of thisphenomenon. They remain uneducated, and ignorant —which resultsin
their unemployment or under-empl oyment and consequent poverty.
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20.6.1 Beggary

Itisapainful experienceto come acrossbeggarswherever we go. At themarket place,
railway station, hospital, temple, even at road crossings, you will notice some people
approaching you with open palms. They ask for money or food. Wea so seemany children
begging inthe streets. Beggary isamajor social probleminIndia. The major causes of
beggary inour country are poverty and unemployment. Thesedaysmany gangsareoperating
inour society aswell, that thriveson begging in an organized manner. However beggary is
asocia cursewhich must be eradicated. If you see beggarson theroad or elsewhere, tell
them that begging isan offence punishable by law both for theonewho isbegging and the
onewhogivesams.

20.7 PROBLEMS OF CHILDREN

No country can progress unlessit paysadequate attention to the devel opment of children.
A childisthefuture citizen of the country. Only those children who grow in ahealthy
atmosphere can contribute to the devel opment and strength of their country. Our country
hasalarge population of children. Itisour duty to make surethat they are provided with
the opportunitiesfor good health and education.

A large number of children, because of poverty, do not go to school or are withdrawn
from school s before they complete their elementary education and are forced to start
working at ayoung and tender agein factories, brick-klins, restaurants, hotels, shopsetc.
Thishamperstheir growth physicaly, mentaly, and emotionally. They grow with hatred
and agony and fail to becomeworthy citizensof the nation.

A childintheagegroup of 6-14 yearsissupposed to bein the school. But unfortunately,
of the200 million Indian childreninthisage group, about 11.3 million arelabourers. The
estimate by NGOs putsit at 60 million, of which 2,00,000 work as domestic help and
amogt an equa number asbonded labourers. These children becomevulnerableto physica

and mental exploitation, they are starved, beaten and even sexually exploited. Thisisa
serious problem and isgenera ly known as' child abuse'.

Right to EducationAct, 2009 providesfor education of al children between theage of 6-
14 yearsof age. Oncethischerished goal of educationfor al isachieved, the state of our
childrenwill be much better.

rii_d‘!'
%7 CINTEXT QUESTIONS 20.3

1. Whatisthepopulation of Indiaasper 2011 census?
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2. What causes peopleto beg for money, food and clothesfrom other people?

3. If youcomeacrossabeggar, what advicewould you giveto him/her?

4. Whatischild abuse?

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e Theevilssuch asdowry, child labour, child abuse, drug abuse and drinking have
assumed darming proportionsin recent times.

Notes

Gender discrimination against women and girlsand therel ated difficultiesthey facein
Indian society isso rampant that it preventsthem fromredizing their full potential.

Break down of thejoint family system and the emergence of the nuclear family has
increased the problemsfaced by elderly persons.

e Poverty and unemployment have detrimentd effectsuponthequality of lifein society.

ﬁ TERMINAL EXERCISE

1. How does casteism become ahindrancein selecting aprofession of choice by an
individud?

“Dowry isasocia problem.” Elaborate.

How isthe development of femal e personsbeneficial to anation?

A Childisan asset of our country. Do you agree with this statement?

Doyouthink that Dowry ProhibitionAct 1961 iseffectivefor curbing dowry problem?
Giveareasoned answe.

a  w DN

6. “Girlsaretheworld’'smost squandered gift.” Discuss.
7. Poverty and unemployment are theroot cause of many socid problems. Discuss.

(]
‘ I ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS

20.1

1. Society getsdividedintoartificia groupsthat tend to support the candidatewho belongs
totheir caste. They do not pay much attention to thefact whether he/sheisadeserving
candidate or not.
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2. A schemefor theprotection of girl child, inwhichanamount isset asideat thetime of
thebirth of agirl child which she getswhen she completeseighteen yearsof age. This
amount isused for the education or the marriage of thechild.

3. TheDowry ProhibitionActin 1961

20.2 Notes =

1. Thehabitua useof or dependence on harmful substanceslikeliquor/acoholic drinks,
tobacco, bidig/cigarettes, drugs (for other than prescribed medical treatment) called
substance abuse or addiction.

2. Tobacco
3. 137million

4. Withthejoint family breaking down, especialy in the urban areas, where nuclear
familiesarethetrend, theaged areincreasingly becoming unwel comemembersinther
ownfamilies

20.3
1. 1210million
2. Poverty and unemployment

3. Beggingisan offence punishable by law both for the onewho isbegging and theone
whogivesams.

4. Achildintheagegroup of 6-14 yearsissupposed to bein theschool . But unfortunately,
of the200 million Indian childrenin thisage group, about 11.3 million arelabourers.
Theegtimateby NGOsputsit at 60 million, of which 2,00,000 work asdomestic help
and amost an equa number asbonded |abourers. These children becomevulnerable
tophysicd and mentd explaitation, they are tarved, beaten and even sexually exploited.
Thisisaseriousproblemandisgeneraly knownas‘child abuse'.
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SPREAD OF INDIAN CULTURE
ABROAD

y other way they can. But do you know peopletravelled long distancesevenin

those dayswhen there were no trains or aeroplanesin India. Indiahad beenin
contact with the outside world commercially right from about the middle of thethird
millennium B.C. Eventhough Indiaissurrounded by seaonthreesidesand theHima ayan
inthenorth but that did not stop Indiansfrom interacting with therest of theworld. Infact
they travelled far and wideand | eft their cultural footprintswherever they went. Inreturn
they aso brought homeideas, impressions, customsand traditionsfrom thesedistant lands.
However, themost remarkabl e aspect of thiscontact hasbeen the spread of Indian culture
and civilizationinvarious parts of theworld, especially Central Asia, South East Asia,
China, Japan, Korea etc. What is most remarkable of this spread isthat it was not a
spread by means of conquest or threat to life of anindividual or society but by means of
voluntary acceptanceof cultural and spiritual valuesof India Inthislessonweshal find out
how Indian culture spread to other countriesand theimpact it had onthese countries. This
lesson a'so bringsforward the beautiful ideathat peace and friendship with other nations,
other societies, other reigionsand other cultureshd p our livesand makeit moremeaningful.

0 ey

After reading thislesson youwill beableto:

F'ple have started travelling alot today. They go by road, by air, by sea, by rail and

e explain various modes through which Indian culture spread abroad;

e identify thetrade routesthrough which traderswent and becamethefirst cultural
ambassador sto spread Indian culture;
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e explaintherole of ancient universities, teachers and missionariesin the spread
of Indian culture;

e tracethespread of Indian culturein East Asia and the Southeast Asian countries;
e describeIndia’straderelations with the Roman empire;

e discussthe spread of Buddhismin many countries asareligion of peace;

e examinetheimpact of Sanskrit language on the language and literature of these
countries,

e give an account of the popularity of Indian Epics, Indian Philosophy, Indian
modes of administration and law in these countries;

¢ illustratethe shared heritagein theformof hugetemples, scul pturesand paintings
produced over the centuriesin these countries; and

e describelndia’s cultural interaction with the Arab civilization.

21.1 SPREAD OF INDIAN CULTURE THROUGH TRADERS,
TEACHERS, EMISSARIES AND MISSIONARIES

Inancient times, tradersfrom Indiawent to distant landsin search of new opportunitiesin
business. They went to Romeinthewest and Chinaintheeast. Asearly asthefirst century
BC, they travelled to countrieslike Indonesiaand Cambodiain search of gold. They
travelled especially to theidandsof Java, Sumatraand Malaya. Thisisthereason why
these countrieswere called Suvarnadvipa (suvarna meansgold and dvipa meansidand).
Thesetraderstravelled from many flourishing citieslike Kashi, Mathura, Ujjain, Prayag
and Pataliputraand from port citiesontheeast coast like Mama lapuram, Tamrdipti, Puri,
and Kaveripattanam. Thekingdom of Kalingahad traderelationswith Sri Lankaduring
thetime of Emperor Ashoka. Wherever thetraderswent, they established cultural links
with those places. Inthisway, the traders served as cultural ambassadors and established
traderedationswith the outsdeworld.

Liketheeast coast, many cultural establishmentshave also been found on and near the
west coast. Karle, Bhaja, Kanheri, Ajantaand Elloraare counted among thewel | known
places. Most of these centres are Buddhist monastic establishments.

Theuniversitieswere the most important centresof cultural interaction. They attracted
large numbersof studentsand scholars. The scholars coming from abroad often visited the
library of NalandaUniversity which was said to be aseven storey building. Studentsand
teachersfrom such universitiescarried Indian culture abroad d ong with itsknowledgeand
religion. The Chinesepilgrim Huien-tsang hasgiven ampleinformation about theuniversities
hevisitedinIndia. For example, Huien-tsang describes his stay at two very important
universities— oneinthe east, Nalandaand the other inthewest, Valabhi.
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Vikramashilawasanother university that was situated on theright bank of the Ganges. The
Tibetan scholar Taranathahas given itsdescription. Teachersand scholarsof thisuniversity
were so famousthat the Tibetan king is stated to have sent amission toinvite the head of
theuniversity to promoteinterest in common culture and indigenouswisdom.

Another university was Odantapuri in Bihar which grew in stature under the patronage of
the Palakings. A number of Monksmigrated fromthisuniversity and settled in Tibet.

Two Indian teacherswent to Chinaon an invitation from the Chinese Emperor inAD 67.
Their names are Kashyapa Martangaand Dharmarakshita. They werefollowcd by a
number of teachersfrom universitieslike Nalanda, Takshila, Vikramashilaand Odantapuri.
When AcharyaKumarajivawent to China, the king requested him to trand ate Sanskrit
textsinto Chinese. The scholar Bodhidharma, who specidised inthe philosophy of Yogais
still venerated in Chinaand Japan.

AcharyaK amalashed of NalandaUniversity wasinvited by theking of Tibet. After his
death, the Tibetans emba med hisbody and kept it inamonastery in Lhasa.

Another distinguished scholar was Jnanabhadra. Hewent to Tibet with histwo sonsto
preach Dharma A monastery wasfounded in Tibet onthemode of Odantapuri University
inBihar.

Thehead of the VikramashilaUniversity wasAcharyaAteesha, d so known asDipankara
Shregjnana. He went to Tibet in the eleventh century and gave astrong foundation to
Buddhismin Tibet. Thonmi Sambhota, a Tibetan minister wasastudent at Nalandawhen
the Chinese pilgrim Huien-tsang visited India. Thonmi Sambhotastudied there and after
going back, he preached Buddhism in Tibet. A large number of Tibetans embraced
Buddhism. Even theking becameaBuddhist. He declared Buddhism asthe Statereligion.
Among the noteworthy teachers, Kumargivawasactivein thefifth century.

21.2 SPREAD OF INDIAN CULTURE THROUGH OTHER
MODES

Romasor Gypsies Some groups of Indians went abroad as wanderers. They called
themselves Romas and their language was Romani, but in Europethey arefamousas
Gypsies. They went towardstheWest, crossing the present-day Pakistan and Afghanistan.
Fromthere, their caravanswent through Iran and Irag to Turkey. Traveling through Persia,
Taurus mountainsand Constantinopl e, they spread to many countries of Europe. Today
they livein Greece, Bulgaria, Statesof former Yugodavia, Romania, Hungary, the Czech
and Slovak Republics, Russia, Poland, Switzerland, France, Sweden, Denmark and
England. It took them almost four hundred yearsto spread to these countries. By that
time, though they had forgotten their original home, they didretainther language, customs,
waysof living, andtheir professions.
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The Romas are known for their dance and music aswell. It is said that every Roma

musicianisasplendid arti<.

(i

.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 21.1

1. Who spread our culture abroad?

2. Whichtwounivergtiesdid Chinesepilgrim Huien—tsang visit?

3. NametheTibetan scholar who gaveadescription of VikramashilaUniversity?

4. Who werethetwo teacherswho visited Chinaduring AD 677?

5. Why didAcharyaKumargjivagoto China?

6. Whowere Gypsiesinancient times?

21.3 INDIAN CULTURE IN CENTRAL ASIA

From the 2 century B.C. onwards | ndiamaintained commercial contact with China,
Central Asia, West Asiaand the Roman empire. Central Asiaisalandmass bound by
China, Russig, Tibet, Indiaand Afghanistan. Tradersto and from Chinaregularly crossed
theregion despite hardships. Theroute, that was opened by them, later becamefamousas
the Silk Route. Theroute was so named because silk was one of the chief mercantile
commoditiesof China. Inlater times, the same route was used by scholars monksand
missionaries. Theroute served asagreat channel for thetransmission of culturesof the
then knownworld. Theimpact of Indian culturewasfelt strongly in Central Asia.

Among thekingdomsof Central Asia, Kuchi wasavery important and flourishing centre
of thelndian culture. It wasthe kingdom wherethe Silk Route bifurcatesand meetsat the
Dun-huang cavesin Chinaagain. Thus, thereisthe Northern and the Southern Silk Route.
The Northern route goesvia Samarkand, Kashgarh, Tumshuk, Aksu, Karashahr, Turfan
and Hami and the Southern route via Yarkand, Khotan, Keriya, Cherchen and Miran.
Many Chineseand Indian scholarstravelled through these routesin search of wisdomand
to propagate the philosophy of Buddhism.
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Cultural exchangesthat took place between I ndiaand the countries of Central Asiaare
visblefrom thediscoveriesof ancient stupas, temples, monasteries, imagesand paintings
foundin all these countries. Along the route there wereresting placesfor Monksand
Missionaries, for pilgrimsand merchantsand later these becamefamous centresof Buddhist
learning. Silk and jade, horses and val uables changed hands, but the most | asting treasure
that travelled a ong the route was Buddhism. Thus, thetraderoutetransmitted religion and
philosophy, ideas and beliefs, languagesand literature, and art and culture.

Khotan was one of the most important outposts. It was on the Southern Silk Route.

Thehistory of cultural relationship between Indiaand the kingdom goesback to over two
millennia Khotan wasfamousfor itsslk indugtry, dance, music, literary pursuits, commercid
activitiesand for gold and jade exports.

Thehigtory of theIndo-K hotaneserel ationshipiswitnessed by acontinuousflow of teachers
and monksfrom Indiato Khotan. Coinsfound from thefirst century AD bear engravings
in Chineseon the obverseand Prakrit in Kharosthi script on thereverse providing evidence
of acomposite culturein Khotan. A large number of Sanskrit manuscripts, trandationsand
transcriptionsof Buddhist textsin Sanskrit were discovered from themonasteriesburied
insand.

21.4 INDIAN CULTURE IN EAST ASIA

China

The contact between Indiaand Chinabegan around the 2™ Century B.C. Indian culture
first entered Chinawith two monk scholars—K ashyapaMartangaand Dharmarakshita
whowent to ChinainAD 67 ontheinvitation of the Chinese Emperor Ming Ti.

After KashyapaMartangaand Dharmarakshita, therewasacontinuousflow of scholars
fromIndiato Chinaand from Chinato India. The Chinesewereahighly cultured people.
They listened to thethrilling stories of the Buddhawith great attention. The Chinesewho
camein search of wisdom wrote about Indiaand the Indian culture to such an extent that
today they arethe most important sourcesof Indian history. Prominent teachersfromthe
Indian Universities and monasteries became famousin China. For example, ascholar
named Bodhidharmawent to Chinafrom Kanchipuram. Hewent to Nalanda, studied
thereand I eft for China. He carried the philosophy of Yogawith him and popularized the
practiceof ‘dhyana’, (meditation), whichwaslater knownin Chinaasch’an. Bodhidharma
became such an eminent figurethat people began to worship himin Chinaand Japan.

The Buddhists philosophy appeal ed to the Chineseintellectua sbecause they aready had
adeve oped philosophica school in Confucianism.
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Inthefourth century AD Wei Dynasty cameto power in China. Itsfirst Emperor declared
Buddhism asthe staterdligion. Thisgaveanimpetusto the spread of Buddhismin China
Thousands of Sanskrit booksweretrandated into Chinese. Braving the hazardsof along
and perilousjourney they cameto visit theland of the Buddha. They stayed in Indiaand
collected Buddhist relicsand manuscriptsrel ated to Buddhismand learnt about it staying
at thevariouseducational centres.

With the spread of Buddhism, Chinabegan to build cave templesand monastic complexes
onalargescale. Colossal imageswere carved on therocksand caveswere beautifully
painted from theinsde. Dun-huang, Yun-kang and L ung-men areamong themost famous
cave complexesintheworld. Indian influencesare quite evident on these complexes.

Thetwo way traffic of scholarsand monkswasresponsiblefor cultural contactsand
exchangeof idess.

Korea

Koreaissituated on the Northeast of China. Koreareceived Indian cultural elements
through China. Sundo wasthefirst Buddhist Monk who entered K oreg, carrying aBuddha
imageand sutrasin AD 352. Hewasfollowed by AcharyaMallananda, who reached
therein AD 384. InAD 404, an Indian monk built two templesinthe Pyongyang city in
Korea. Hewasfollowed by anumber of teachersfrom India. They brought philosophy,
religion, theart of making images, painting, and metallurgy. Many scholarscameto India
from Koreain search of knowledge. They weretrainedin astronomy, astrology, medicine
and in several other fields of knowledge. Monasteries and templ es acted as centres of
devotionandlearning all over Korea. A large number of Buddhist textsweretrandated
there.

The philosophy of ‘ dhyana yoga’ reached Koreain the eighth to ninth century AD. The
kingsand queens, princesand ministers, even warriorsbegan to practiseyogato bebrave
and fearless. Out of devotionto wisdom, Buddhist textswere printed by the Koreansin
six thousand volumes. Indian scripts had al so reached K orea by than.

Japan

Thestory of Indian culturein Japanisbelieved to go back to more than fifteen hundred
years. But theearliest historical evidenceof Indian culture going to JapanisfromAD 552.
At that time, the Korean Emperor sent aBuddhi st statue, sutras, instrumentsfor worship,
artists, sculptors, paintersand architectsasgiftsfor the Japanese Emperor.

Soon, Buddhismwasgiven the status of State Religion. Thousands of Japanese became
monksand nuns.

Sanskrit was accepted asthe sacred languagein Japan. Monkswere given specia training
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to writethe Sanskrit syllablesand mantras. The script inwhich all thesearewrittenis
known as ‘ Shittan’. Shittan is believed to be Siddham, the script that gives ‘ siddhi’
(accomplishment).

Eventoday, thereisakeen desireamong the Japanese scholarsto learn Sanskrit. Asthe
language of Buddhist scriptures, itisacementing force between Indiaand Japan. Buddhist
sutras, trand ated into Chinese, were brought to Japan during thetimeof Prince Shotokutai shi
intheseventh century, who washighly impressed by their philosophy.

Tibet

Tibet is situated on a plateau to the north of the Himalayas. The people of Tibet are
Buddhigts. The Tibetan king Naradevaisbeieved to have sent hisminister Thonmi Sambhot
accompanied by sixteen outstanding scholarsto Magadhawherethey studied under Indian
teachers. After sometime, Thonmi Sambhot went to Kashmir. It issaid that hedevised a
new script for Tibet in the seventh century on the basis of 1ndian a phabets of the Brahmi
script. Till today, the same script isbeing used in Tibet. It aso influenced the scripts of
Mongoliaand Manchuria.

It seems Thonmi Sambhot carried with him anumber of booksfrom India. On going back
to Tibet, he wrote a new grammar for the Tibetans which is said to be based on the
Sanskrit grammar written by Panini. Theking wasso attracted to theliterature brought by
him that he devoted four yearsto study them. Helaid thefoundation for thetrand ation of
Sanskrit booksinto Tibetan. Asaresult, from seventh to seventeenth century, therewere
continuouseffort on trand ation. According to thistradition, ninety-six thousand Sanskrit
booksweretrand ated into Tibetan.

INTEXT QUESTIONS 21.2

1. Why wastherouteto Chinanamed assilk route?

2. WhereisKuchi?Why isit famous?

3. Wherewerethe coinsof thefirst century AD bearing engraving in Chinese onthe
obverseand Prakrit in Kharosthi script on thereverse discovered?

4. What are Dun-huang, Yun-kang and Lung-men?

5. Whendidthe philosophy of ‘ dhyanayoga reach Korea?
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6. How did Indian culturereach Japan? ulture Abroa

7. What isknown as Shittanin Japan?

8. How many books of Sanskrit language got translated into Tibetan during seventh
century to seventeenth century AD?

21.5 INDIAN CULTURE IN SRI LANKA AND SOUTHEAST
ASA

SriLanka

Notes ~

Youmight haveread thegresat epic caled Ramayanainwhich Lord Rama, King of Ayodhya
goesto Sri Lankato bring back Sita. It is possible that the Lanka of that time and Sri
Lankamight bedifferent places. King Ashokamade gresat effortsto propagate Buddhism
outsideIndia. He sent hisson Mahendraand daughter Sanghamitrato Sri Lankato spread
the message of the Buddha. A number of other scholarsalso joined them. It issaid that
they carried acutting of the Bodhi tree from Bodhgayawhich was planted there. At that
time DevanampiyaTissawastheking of Sri Lanka. Theteachingsof the Buddhawere
transmitted orally by the people who had gonefrom India. For around two hundred years,
the peopleof Sri Lankapreserved therecitation of Buddhist scripturesastransmitted by
Mahendra. Thefirst monasteriesbuilt thereare Mahavihar and Abhayagiri.

Sri Lankabecame a stronghold of Buddhism and continuesto be so even today. Pali
becametheir literary language. Buddhism played animportant rolein shaping Sri Lankan
culture. The Dipavansaand Mahavamsaarewell known Sri Lankan Buddhi st sources.

With Buddhism, Indian Art formsal so reached Sri Lanka, wherethethemes, stylesand
techniquesof paintings, dance, folkloresand art and architectureweretaken from India.
Themost renowned paintingsof Sri Lankaarefound inthe cave-shelter monasteriesat
Sigiriya. King Kashyap isbelieved to have converted it into afortified placeinthefifth
century AD. Figurespainted inthe caveareintheAmaravati styleof India

Myanmar

Peopleand culture of Indiabegan to reach Myanmar inthe beginning of the Christian era
Myanmar issituated on therouteto China. People coming from the port townsof Amaravati
and Tamralipti often settled downin Myanmar after the second century AD. Thepeople
who had migrated included traders, brahmins, artists, craftsmen and others.
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In Burma, Paganwasagreat centre of Buddhist culturefrom the eleventhto thethirteenth
century. Itisstill famousfor itsmagnificent Pagodas. King Aniruddhawasagrest builder
who built Shwezegon Pagodaand about athousand other temples. They also developed
their own Pali language and trand ated both Buddhist and Hindu scripturesintheir version
of Pdli.

Indian traditionswere quite strong at the Burmese court. Up to the recent timesthe court
astrologers, soothsayersand professorswere known to be brahminscalled ponnas. Most
of them werebelieved to befrom Manipur. Punditsweresaid to bevery active. They were
also known for their knowledge of science, medicine, and astrol ogy.

Thailand

Till theyear 1939, Thailand wascaled Siam, itsoriginal name. Indian cultura influences
begantoreachthereinthefirst century AD. It wasfirst carried by Indiantraders, followed
by teachersand missionaries. The Thai kingdomswere given Sanskrit names such as
Dwaravati, Shrivijay, Sukhodayaand Ayutthiya. The namesof their citiesalsoindicatea
strong cultural interflow. For example, Kanchanaburi isfrom Kanchanapuri, Rajburi is
from Rajpuri, Lobpuri isLavapuri, and namesof the citieslike Prachinaburi, Singhaburi
are all derived from Sanskrit. Even the names of the streetslike Rgjaram, Ragjgjrani,
Mahgjayaand Cakravamsharemind usof the popularity of the Ramayana.

Brahminical images and Buddhist temples began to be constructed in third and fourth
century AD. Theearliest imagesfound from Thailand arethose of Lord Vishnu.

At different pointsof time, the Thai kingdom was shifted from one placeto another. At
every placeanumber of templeswerebuilt. Ayutthiya (Ayodhya) isone such placewhere
large number of templesstill stand though today most of thetemplesthereareinruins.
Therearefour hundred templesin Bangkok, the present capital of Thailand.

Cambodia

Thefamouskingdomsof Champa (Annam) and Kamhuja(Cambodia) wereruled by the
kingsof Indian origins. The history of deep-rooted cultural relationship between Indiaand
Cambodiagoesback tothefirst and second centuriesAD. In Kambuja, Kaundinyadynasty
of Indian origin ruled fromthefirst century A.D. We can reconstruct their history from
numerous Sanskrit inscriptionsand from literary works. We can al so seetheir splendour
fromthemagnificent temples.

Cambodians constructed huge monuments and embellished them with scul ptural
representationsof Shiva, Vishnu. Buddhaand other divinitiesfrom Indian Epicsand the
Puranas. The episodes from these texts were chosen by the kingsto symbolise great
historica events. Sanskrit remained their languagefor administration till the fourteenth
century.
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Their kingsbore Sanskrit names. Brahminsassumed the highest position. Thegovernment
was run according to the Hindu polity and Brahminical jurisprudence. Ashramswere
maintained intemplevicinitiesas seatsof learning. A large number of locditiesweregiven
Indian nameslike Tamrapura, Dhruvapuraand Vikramapura. The nameof monthsinther
language are known as chet, bisak, jes, asadh and so on. In fact, thousands of such
wordsaredtill inusewithadight variationin pronunciation.

Angkor Vat is supposed to be the abode of Vishnu, that is, Vaikunthadhama. Itsfive
towersare said to be thefive peaks of the Sumeru mountain. Theking Suryavarmanis
portrayed thereasan incarnation of Vishnuwho had attained aplacein heaven because of
hismeritorious deeds. Thetemple representsasquare mile of construction with abroad
moat running around adding to its spectacular charm. Scenes from Ramayana and
Mahabharataare engraved onthewallsof thistemple. Thelargest among al of themisthe
scéne of Samudra manthan that ischurning of the ocean.

Another grand temple constructed at Yashodharapurain the eleventh century, known as
Baphuon, isembellished by scenesfrom the epics such asthe battle between Ramaand
Ravana, Shivaon mount Kailashawith Parvati and the destruction of Kamadeva.

Vietnam (Champa)

Indian culture was carried to the distant land of Vietnam by anumber of enterprising
tradersand princeswho migrated and established themsel ves as pioneersinthefield of
politicsand economics. They named the citiesthere asIndrapura, Amaravati, Vijaya,
Kautharaand Panduranga.

The people of Champaare caled Cham. They built alarge number of Hindu and Buddhist
temples. The Cham people worshipped Shiva, Ganesha, Saraswati, L akshmi, Parvati,
Buddhaand L okeswara. Imagesof thesedeitiesand Shivaingaswerehousedinthetemples.
Most of thetemplesarein ruin now.

Malaysia

Malaysawasknownto ussinceancient times. Therearereferencesin the Ramayana, the
Jataka stories, Malindapanha, Shilapadikaram, Raghuvamshaand many other works.
Evidence of Shaivism hasbeen discovered in Kedah and in the province of Welledly.
Fema efigurineswith trident have been unearthed. The Head of aNandi madeof granite
gtone, arelief of Durgaimage, Ganeshaand Shivlingasbelonging to the seventh and eighth
centurieshave been discovered from varioussites.

Brahmi, initslate form, wasthe script of ancient Malaysia. Tablets of Buddhist texts
writtenin ascript that resemblesold Tamil have been found at Kedah. Sanskrit wasone of
the sourcelanguagesfor them. Till today afairly large number of Sanskrit words can be
seen intheir language, for example, svarga, rasa, guna, dahda, mantri, dhipati, and
laksha. Hanuman and Garudawere known in Maaysiafor their superhuman qualities.
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Sanskritinscriptionsaretheearliest recordsof our cultural relationswithMaaysia. They
arewrittenin Indian script of fourth and fifth centuriesAD. Themost important inscription
isfromLigor. Over fifty templeswerefound around thisplace.

Indonesia

Inthefield of religiousarchitecture, thelargest Shivatemplein Indonesiaissituatedinthe
idand of Java Itiscalled Prambanan. It wasbuilt in theninth century. It hasa Shivatemple
flanked by Vishnu and Brahma temples. Opposite these three temples are temples
constructed for their vahanas. They are Nandi (Bull) for Shiva, Garudafor Vishnu and
Goosefor Brahma. In between the two rows are the templ es dedicated to Durga and
Ganesh, numbering eight in all, surrounded by 240 small temples. It isan example of
wonderful architecture. The storiesof Ramayanaand Krishna, carved onthewallsof the
temple, arethe oldest representationsintheworld.

Sanskrit hymnsarerecited a thetimeof puja. Over five hundred hymns, stotrasdedicated
to Shiva, Brahma, Durga, Ganesha, Buddha, and many other deitieshavebeen discovered
fromBali. Infact Bali isthe only country where Hindu culture flourished and survived.
Today, whiletheentireArchipelago hasaccepted Idam, Bdi till followsHindu cultureand
religion.

A largenumber of scriptura workshavebeenfound from Java. They aremostly writtenon
palm leavesintheir ancient script called Kawi. Kawi script was devised on the basi s of
Brahmi. Some of them contain Sanskrit verses (shlokas) followed by commentary in
Kawi language. Among thetexts on Shaivareligion and philosophy, Bhuvanakoshaisthe
earliest and thelongest text. Thishasfive hundred and twenty five shlokasin Sanskrit. A
commentary iswritten to explainthemeaning.

Perhapsno other regionintheworld hasfelt theimpact of India scultureandreligionas
South East Asa Themost important sourceof study of theremainsof thisculturd intercourse
and impact arethe Sanskrit inscriptionswritten in Indian script. They have beenfound al
over thisregionand astudy of theseinscriptionsand other literature showsthat thelanguage,
literature, religious, political and socia ingtitutionsweregresatly influenced by India. The
Varnasystem and thedivision of society into thefour castesi.e. Brahmins, Kshatriyas,
Vaishyas and Sudraswas known to them. But the systemwasnot asrigid asin India. It
wasmorelikeintheRig Vedic agewherethe society wasdivided onthebas sof profession
and not on thebasisof birth especialy in Bali. Even some of their marriage customsare
amilar.

Themost popular form of amusement wasthe shadow play called Wayung (liketheIndian
puppet shows) where the themes are derived mainly from the epics— Ramayanaand
Mahabharata, till very popular in South EastAsia
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1. Namethefirst two monasteriesof Sri Lanka?

Notes
2. How did Buddhismreach Sri Lanka?

3. Whichlanguagebecametheliterary language of Sri Lanka?

4. WhatisAnkor Vat?

5. What arethefivetowersof Ankor Vat called?

6. What isportrayed at theAnkor Vat?Why?

7. What doestheAnkor Vat templerepresent?

8. What isengraved onthewallsof Ankor Vat?

9. Whichisthemost important scene engraved onthewallsof Ankor Vat?

10. What isembellished at Baphuon?

11. Namesomecitiesof Vietnam (Champa) whose name were based on Indian culture?

12. Wherewereevidencesof Shaivisndiscoveredin Malaysa?

13. What are someof theimportant figurinesunearthedin Maaysia?
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14. Which are some of thewords of Sanskrit find placeinthe Malaysian language?

15. Whichisthemostimportant inscription of thefourth and fifth centuriesAD inMdaysia?

16. How many templeswerefound at Ligor?

17. What isPrambanan?

18. What is constructed opposite thethreetemplesof Shiva, Vishnu and Brahma?

19. How many templesarethereinthe Javaidand of Indonesia?

20. Which storieswere carved onthewal Is of thetemplesin Indonesia?

21. What wasdiscovered at Bali in Indonesia?

21.6 CONTACTS BETWEEN INDIA AND THE ARAB
CIVILIZATION

India’slinkswithWest Asia, by land aswell assearoutes, goesback to very ancient times.
Theseties between the two culture zones (theidea of nations had not yet devel oped)
became particularly closewith therise and spread of ISamic civilizationinWest Asia.
About the economic aspects of thisrelationship, we have from about mid-ninth century
AD anumber of accountsby Arab and other travellers, such as Sulaiman, the Merchant,
Al-Masudi, Ibn Haugal, Al Idrig, etc, which attest to afl ourishing commercia exchange
betweentheseareas. Evidencefor avery activeinteractionin the cultural sphere, however,
goes back to the eighth century and earlier.

Thefruitful cultura intercourse between Indiaand West Asaisevident inmany areas. We
shall seeherehow theldamicworld wasenriched asaresult of this. Inthefield of astronomy,
two important works namely the Brahma-sphuta-siddhanta better known to theArab
world as Sndhin and Khandakhadyaka (known as Arkand) were brought to Baghdad
by embassiesfrom Sindh. With the help of Indian scholars of theseembassies, they were
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trandated into Arabic by Alfazari, who probably also assisted Yakub lun Tarik. Later
Aryabhatta sand Varahamihira sworkson astronomy were a so studied and incorporated
intothescientificliterature of theArabs.

Another important contribution of IndiatoArab civilization wasmathematics. TheArabs
acknowledged their debt to Indiaby calling mathematics' hindisa’ (pertaining to India).
Indianmathemdtics, infact, becamether favouritefield of sudy and discussion, itspopul arity
being enhanced by theworksof Alkindi among others. They werequick to appreciatethe
revolutionary character of thelndian decima systemwithitsconcept of zero; acontemporary
Syrian scholar paid glowingtributetoit: ‘1 wish only to say that thiscomputationisdoneby
means of nine signs. If those who believe, because they speak Greek, that they have
reached the limits of science, should know thesethings, they would be convinced that
therearea so otherswho know something”.

A number of Arab sourcesdating back to the tenth and thirteenth centuriesinform usabout
severa Indian workson medicineand therapeuticsthat wererendered into Arabic at the
behest of the Caliph Harun a-Rashid, theruler of Baghdad from AD 786 to 809. Indian
scholarswerea soinvolved in thesetrand ations. For instance, the Sushruta Samhitawas
trandated by anIndiancaled MankhinArabic.

Apart from astronomy, astrology, mathematics, and medicine, Arabsadmired with keen
interest many other aspectsof Indian cultureand civilization aswell. They trandated Indian
workson awidevariety of subjects, but did not remain satisfied with thetrandationsand
went on to work out original compositions based on or derived from thetreatisesthey
trandated. Theother fields of Indian knowledge they studied included works on snake
poison, veterinary art and bookson logic, philosophy, ethics, politicsand science of war.
Intheprocesstheir vocabul ary wasa so enriched considerably. For instance, inthefield of
shipping, of whichthey wererenowned magters, you can easily identify anumber of Arabic
wordsthat had Indian origin: hoorti (asmall boat) from hori, banavi from baniya or
vanik, donij from dongi and so on.

21.7 INDIA’'S CONTACT WITH ROME

It was Southern Indiawhich had the monopoly of the productsthat werein great demand
intheWest. Infact, thefirst three centuriesof the Christian erasaw aprofitable sea-borne
trade with theWest represented mainly by the Roman Empirewhich had becomelndia's
best customer. Thistrade happened mostly in South Indiaand istestified both by literary
textsand findsof Roman coinsspecialy at Coimbatoreand Madural. Itemslike pepper,
betel, spices, scentsand precious stoneslike beryl, gem, diamond, ruby and amethyst,
pearls, ivory, slk and mudinswerein great demand. Thistradewith Romewasbound to
bringingoldto Indiawhich gave her afavourablepositionintrade and established astable
gold currency for the Kushanaempire of those days. The Tamil kings even employed
‘yavanas toguardtheir tentson the battlefield and the gatesof Madurai. Inancient India
theterm‘ yavana’ was used for people belonging to Western Asiaand the M editerranean
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region andincluded Greeksand Romans. Somehigtoriansfed that the'yavana’ bodyguards
might haveincluded Romanlegionaries.

By thistime Kaveripattinam had become avery important centre of foreign trade. At
Kaveripattinam rai sed platforms, godowns and warehousesfor storing goods unl oaded
from shipswere constructed on the beach. These goodswere stamped with the‘ Tiger’
emblem of the Cholasafter payment of customs duty and then passed on to merchants
warehouses (pattinappaal). Close by were* settlementsof Yavanamerchantsand quarters
of foreign traders speaking varioustongues’. They were served by abig bazar whereall
necessary thingswere avail able. Here one could find *“ vendors of fragrant pastes and
powders, of flowersand incense; tailorswho worked on silk, wool or cotton; tradersin
sandal, coral, pearl, gold and precious stones; grain merchants; washer men; dealersin
fish and salts; butchers; blacksmiths, carpenters, coppersmiths, goldsmiths; painters,
sculptors, cobblersand toy-makers. There were al so horses brought to the market from
distant landsbeyond the seas.”

Most of these goodswere gathered for export. According to Fliny, India sexportsincluded
pepper and ginger which fetched apricethat wasahundred times morethan their original
value. Therewas aso ademand for incenses, spicesand aromaticsfrom India. Lavish
consumption of these commoditiestook placein Rome.

Theimportance of tradewith foreignerswas quite high as one can understand from the
number of ambassadorsthat wereeither sent to or received by the Indian kings. A Pandya
king sent an ambassador to Roman Emperor Augustusof thefirst century BC. Ambassadors
werealso sent to Troy after AD 99. Claudius (from Ceylon), Trgjan, Antonmis, Puis,
I nstiman and other ambassadors adorned the courts of variousIndian kings.

Thevolume of tradewith Romewas so high that to facilitateits movement, portslike
Sopara, and Barygaza (Broach) cameto be built in thewest coast, whilethe Coromandal
coast inthe east carried ontrade with “ Golden Chersonese (Suvarnabhumi) and Golden
Chyrse(Suvarnadvipa)” . The Cholakingsequipped their portswith lighthouses, exhibiting
blazing lightsat night to guide shipsto ports. At asite called Arikamedu near Pondicherry
specimensof thefamousl|talian pottery known asArretinewith theltalian potter’sstamps
imprinted on them and the fragment of aRoman lamp have also been found.

Thereisevidenceof foreign tradein theAndhraregion aswell. Some of itsportsand
inland townstook part inthistrade. Thus, thetown of Paithana (Pratishthana) shipped
abroad stones, tagara, cotton, mudin and other textiles. TheAndhraking Yginasri issued a
raretypeof coinfiguring the ship asthe symbol of the state’s sea-bornetrade.

21.8 THE SHIPS AND FOREIGN TRADE

Trade thus became avery important mode that hel ped in the spread of Indian culture
abroad. Eveninvery ancient timesour shipscould sall acrossthevast open seasand reach
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foreign shoresto establish commercial tieswith severa countries. Theliterature, art and
sculpture of the neighbouring countriesclearly showstheinfluence of Indian cultureand
civilization. Evenin placeslike Surinam and the Caribbean |dandsthat areasfar asthe
American coast, thereisevidence of ancient Indian culture.

Samudra Gupta (AD 340-380) not only had apowerful army but al so had astrong navy.
Someinscriptionsdiscovered inthe Trans-Gangetic Peninsulaand the Md ayaArchipelago
testify to the activities of Indian navigatorsin the Guptaage. Hsuan-tsang, who visited
Indiaduring the reign of Emperor Harsha (AD 606-647), has also written adetailed
description of Indiaduring thosetimes. The Cholarulers had built astrong navy and
conducted raids acrossthe sea.

The Portuguese have noted that some merchantsin Indiaowned as many asfifty ships.
Accordingtothem, it wasausua practicefor the merchantsto havetheir own ships.

Certain objectsbelonging to the Indus Civilization found at various sitesin theWest prove
that thereweretradeand cultura contactswith the Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilizations
inthethird millennium BC. Indiaal so had contactswith ancient Persia, Greeceand Rome
which provided agreat impetusto theexchangeof culturd, religiousand socid idess. This
flourishing trade contact with the Roman Empireis confirmed by the Roman historian Pliny
who deplored thedrain of wealth from Rometo India

21.9 WHAT DID THE INDIANS LEARN FROM THIS
CONTACT

Thelndianslearnt many new thingsfrom theforeignersfor examplesminting of gold coins
from the people of Greeceand Rome. They learnt theart of making silk from China. They
learnt how to grow betel from Indonesia. They established trade contact withtheforeigners.
Theart and culture of thevariouscountriesgot itself reflected over the Indian culture, but
than thiswasreflected in the other countriesalso.

r:’_ !'
%" "INTEXT QUESTIONS 21.4

1. How oldiseconomicrelationsbetween Indiaand Arab?

2. Namesomeof the prominent travellersof Arab.

3. Namethetwo astronomical worksgiventoArabworld by India
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4. What wasthe contribution of Indiainthefield of mathematicsto theArabs?

5. Whotrandated SushrutaSamhitainto Arabic?

Not . . : .
oLes 6. Atwhose behest, Indian works on medicine and therapeuticswere rendered into

Arabic?

7. What other fields of Indian knowledgewas studied by Arabs?

8. Wherewere Roman coinsfoundinIndia?

9. What werethethingsin great demandinArab?

10. How wasastable gold currency established for the Kushanaempire?

11. WhowereYavanas?

12. What wasthework of Yavanasin ancient India?

13. Wherewere specimensof famous|talian pottery Arretinefoundin India?

14. WhichAndhrakingsissued araretypeof coinfiguring the ship asthe symbol of state’s
seabornetrade?

@— WHAT YOU HAVE LEARNT

e |ndian culture spread to various parts of theworld in ancient timesthrough different
modes.

¢ IndianUniverstieswerefamousfor their sandardsof educationwhich attracted sudents
frommany countries. These studentsacted asagentsfor spreading Indian culture.
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Sanskrit/Buddhist textswere trand ated into different languages. They becamethe
best modesto spread Indian culture.

A large number of monasteriesand templeswere built in all these countrieswhere
Indian cultureand religionreached.

Indian art styleswere adopted by the artists of many countries.

Indian Epicsarefamousin many countries. The Ramayanaand the Mahabharataare
popular Epicsin Southeast Asian countries.

Sri Lankawasthefirst country to embrace Buddhism.
Indian script Brahmi wasthemode for many scriptsin the Southeast Asian countries.

A largenumber of Sanskrit inscriptionsfound inthese countriesarethe magjor sources
for thehistory of Indo-Asian cultural connections.

BuddhismisalivingreigionincountrieslikeBurma, Thalland, Si Lanka, and Cambodia
Animportant contribution of Indiato Arab civilization was mathematics.

E‘ TERMINAL EXERCISE

N o g s~ wDdhPE

What werethe various modesthrough which Indian culture spread abroad?
What wastherol e of theancient universitiesin spreading I ndian culture abroad?
How would Buddhism reach the countries of East Asaasareligion of peace?
Givean account of theIndian culturein Thailand?
Describethereligiousarchitecture of Indonesia?

Briefly describeIndia straderelationswith the Roman Empire.

Ancient Indiahad agreat accessto seaand foreign trade. Discuss.

(]
‘ : ANSWERS TO INTEXT QUESTIONS
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1.

> W

Traders, teachers, emissariesand missionaries.
Naandaand Valabhi universities.

Taranatha, the Tibetan scholar.
KashyapaMartangaand Dharmarakshita
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Spread of Indian CultureAbroad

Hewent on therequest of the king to get some Sanskrit textstrand ated into Chinese.

Peoplewho left Indiaand wandered in Europe or settled there, werethe ambassadors
of Indian culture abroad.

21.2

Notes | 1.

o g~ w

Becausesilk wasthe main mercantile commodity of China.

Kuchi wasin Centrd Asa It wasafamouscentreof Indian culture. Silk routebifurcated
here.

K hotan an oasiskingdom.
Famous cave complexesof theworld
Intheeghthto ninth century AD

Indian culture reached Japan through Korea. In 552 AD the Korean emperor sent a
Buddhagtatue, sutras, implementsfor worship, artigts, sculptors, painters, and architects
asgiftsfor Japanese emperor.

A scriptinwhich mantrasand syllablesarewrittenin known as shittan.
96,000 Sanskrit books.

19.3

8.
9.

o g b~ w

Mahavihar and Abhayagiri

It wasAshokawho sent his son Mahendraand daughter Sanghamitraalong with a
delegationto Sri Lanka. A branch of Bodhi treefrom Bodhgayawas planted here.

Pdi
It issupposed to be the abode of Vishnu.
They arecalled thefive peaksof the Sumeru Mountain.

Theking Suryavarman is portrayed asan incarnation of Vishnu. He had attained a
placein heaven because of hismeritoriousdeeds.

It representsasquare mile of constructionwith abroad moat running around adding to
itsspectacular charm.

Scenesfrom Ramayanaand Mahabharataare engraved onthewallsof thistemple.

The scene of Samudramanthan(churning of the ocean)

10. Scenesform the epicsof Ramaand Ravana, Shivaon mount Kailashawith Parvati

and the destruction of Kamdeva.

11. Indrapura, Amaravati, Vijaya, Kauthara, Panduranga.
12. InKedah andinthe province of Welledly
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13. Femdefigurineswithtrident, thehead of Nandi, arelief of Durgaimage, Ganeshaand

Shivlinges
14. Somewordsare svarga, rasa, guna, dahda, mantri, dhipati, laksha

15. Themost important inscriptionisfromLigor. /

16. Over fifty temples. Notes =
17. Thelargest Shivatempleontheidand of Javaiscalled Prambanan.

18. Therearetemplesof vahanasof Shiva, Vishnu, and Brahma

19. Eight big temples, surrounded by 240 small temples.

20. Ramayanaand Krishna

21. Over five hundred hymns, stotras dedicated to Shiva, Brahma, Durga, Ganesha,
Buddhaand many other deitieshave been discovered.

21.4
1. Itstartedintheninth century AD.
2. Sulamanthemerchant, Al-masudi, IbnHaugd, Al Idris.

3. (aBrahma-sphuta—sddhantabetter known as SindhininArab.(b) Khandakhadyaka
—known asArkand.

Thedecimal systemwithitsconcept of zero.
Mankh
CdliphHaruna-Rashid.

Workson snake poison, veterinary art and booksonlogic, philosophy, ethics, politics
and science of war.

N o g &

®©

At Coimbatoreand Madurai

9. Itemslike pepper, betel, spices, scents, precious stoneslikesberyl, gem, diamond,
ruby, amenthy<t, pearls, ivory, silk, mudins.

10. Thetradewith Romebroughtingoldto India. Thisestablished astable gold currency
for the KushanaEmpire.

11. Peoplebelonging to Western Asiaand the M editerranean region. It included Greeks
and Romans.

12. Guarding tentson the battlefieldsand the gatesof Madurai.
13. Atadgtecalled Arikamedu near Pondicherry.
14. Ygnadi.
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