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"Now, that the political and communal problems

seemed to be solved, a new subject now demanded my

attention. I was elected President of the Congress in

1939. According to the constitution of the Congress, my

office was only for one year. In normal circumstances, a

new President would have been elected in 1940. The

War intervened and soon after the individual

Satyagraha Movement began. Normal activities were

suspended and we were arrested in 1940 and again in

1942. Congress was also declared an illegal

organisation. There could therefore be no question of

the election of a President to succeed me and I remained

President throughout the period."
(Chapter: 12 Prelude to Partition, India Wins Freedom by Maulana Abul

Kalam Azad, page 161, Orient Black Swan, New Delhi)
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FANTASTIC PERFORMANCES: 3 Idiots

Genre: Drama

Director: Rajkumar Hirani

Cast: Aamir Khan, R. Madhavan, Sharman Joshi, Kareena Kapoor, Boman Irani

Storyline: Ten years after they've passed out from college, two friends embark on a

journey to find their lost buddy.

Bottomline: Feel-good drama is back with a vengeance.

Remember how filmmakers used to give us aural cues on when to cry at the

movies?

Yes, the one we still remember from Kabhi Khushi Kabhi Gham (Lata

Mangeshkar's haunting voice going 'Aaa aaa aaaa?') is also employed in other

Johar-Chopra flicks. Rajkumar Hirani is the new carrier of that beacon of

manipulative melodrama and I say that with great gratitude to Hirani and team.

Lata Mangeshkar has been replaced by Shreya Ghoshal.



149



150



151

Eid is here after full thirty days of Ramzan.

What a beautiful morning! The trees are

unusually green, the fields unusually lush and

the sky unusually red. Look at today's sun. How

sweet and how cool! As if it is greeting the whole

world on Eid. The village is bustling with

activity. People are getting ready to go to the

Eidgah. Someone whose kurta needs to be

buttoned is running for thread and needle.

Another whose shoes are tight softening them

with oil and water. The oxen have to be watered

because it would be noon before they returned

from the Eidgah. It is a distance of three kos and

then they have to meet and greet hundreds of

people there. It would not be possible to return

before noon. The boys are the happiest lot.

Some among them fasted just for a day and that

too till afternoon, and some didn't fast at all; but

the joy of going to the Eidgah belongs to all. The

roza-keeping is for the elders and the old, for

the boys it is just Eid. Every day they have

waited for Eid. Now it is here.
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