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C
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r 
4

Gender,
Religion and
Caste

Overview

In the previous chapter we noted that the existence of social diversity

does not threaten democracy. Political expression of social differences

is possible and sometimes quite desirable in a democratic system. In

this chapter we apply these ideas to the practice of democracy in

India. We look at three kinds of social differences that can take the

form of social divisions and inequalities. These are social differences

based on gender, religion and caste. In each case we look at the

nature of this division in India and how it gets expressed in politics.

We also ask whether different expressions based on these differences

are healthy or otherwise in a democracy.

2022-23



40

D
e

m
o

c
ra

t
ic

 
P

o
li

t
ic

s

Gender and politics


 

       


     










   


 
       








     

 
      





 




     
 

    
  
    



A poster from Bengal affirming women’s

strength.
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Discuss all these perceptions of an ideal woman that prevail in our society. Do you

agree with any of these? If not, what is your image of an ideal woman?
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Source: Government of India, Time Use Survey, 1998-99.
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Can you identify

your State on this

map? What is the

child sex ratio in

it? How is it

different from

others with a

different colour?

Identify the States

which have child

sex ratio below

900.

Compare this

map with the

poster on the next

page. How do the

two of them tell us

about the same

issue?
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Could you think of some

reasons why women’s

representation is so low

in India? Do you think

Americas and Europe

have achieved a

satisfactory level of

women’s representation?

Women in  national parliaments in different
regions of the world (in%)

Note: Figures are for the per cent of women in the directly elected houses of parliament as on 1 October 2018.

Source: http://archive.ipu.org/wmn-e/world.htm

Nordic
countries

Americas Europe Sub-
Saharan Africa

PacificArab

States

Region

Asia
0

  20

15

10

5

World

Average

24

India

45

40

35

30

25 29.5

42.3

26.4
23.7

19.8
18.6

15.6

11.8

2022-23



G
e

n
d

e
r,

 
R

e
li

g
io

n
 
a

n
d

 
C

a
s
t
e

45

This cartoon offers an understanding of why the Women’s Reservation Bill has not been passed in the

Parliament. Do you agree with this reading?
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Religion, communalism and politics
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We remain strangers

Even after so many meetings

Blood stains remain

Even after so many rains

‘Faiz’
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Caste and politics
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Population of different religious
communities in India, 2011

Hindu
79.8

Muslim
14.2

Others 2%
Christian 2.3

Sikh 1.7

Others include Buddhist 0.7% Jain 0.4%

Other Religions and Persuasions 0.7%

Religion not stated 0.2%

Source: Census of India, 2011

In %
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Note: ‘Upper Caste’ here means those who are not from SC, ST, or OBC. Below the poverty line
means those who spent Rs 327 or less per person per month in rural and Rs 454 or less per

person per month in urban areas.
Source: National Sample Survey Organisation (NSSO), Government of India, 55th Round, 1999-2000

2022-23



G
e

n
d

e
r,

 
R

e
li

g
io

n
 
a

n
d

 
C

a
s
t
e

53

 




 
  



    
     



    




 






 
 

 



 

     

     

     


 


     


    
     
    



     



    
  









     


©
 A

jit
h
 N

in
a
n
 -

 I
n
d
ia

 T
o
d
a
y
 B

o
o
k
 o

f 
C

a
rt

o
o
n
s

Do you think that political leaders are right to treat people belonging

to a caste as ‘vote banks’?
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