








Tashi then took me to the roof of his house. What a view! | could see
the same flat roofs all around. On some red chillies were, laid out to dry and
on some there were orange pumpkins and golden yellow corn. Some had
stacks of paddy and on some cow dung cakes were laid out to dry.

“This is the most important part of our house,” said Tashi. “During
summer season we dry many fruits and vegetables. We store them for
winters when we do not get fresh fruits and vegetables.”

As | stood there with Tashi | could see how every part of the house
was built specially to suit the needs of his people. | could understand how
the thick walls, a wooden floor and a wooden ceiling protected them from
the cold.

¢ During winters, Tashi and his family live on the ground floor. Why
would they be doing s0?
¢ Whatis the roof of your house like? What all is the roof used for?

Now was the time to climb higher. Loner had a tough time zigzagging along
narrow, rocky mountain roads. At many places there were no roads at all.

| was moving towards the rocky plains of ‘Changthang’. This place is
at a height of almost 5000 metres. It is so high that it is difficult to breathe
normally. | had a headache and felt weak. Then | slowly got used to
breathing in such air. For many days we kept wandering in this area with not
a single human being in sight. No petrol pumps, no mechanics! Only clear
blue sky and many beautiful lakes around.

Many days and nights passed. Loner and | kept moving ahead.
Suddenly one morning | saw before me flat grassy land. Many sheep and
goats were grazing there. Far in the distance | saw some tents. | wondered
who lived there and what they were doing in this far out place.
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kilometres per hour. Imagine—if you were on a bus which was going at
this speed, how far from your house would you reach in one hour?Near
the Rebo there was a place to keep sheep and goats. Changpas call
this lekha. The walls of a lekha are made with stones. Each family puts
a special mark on their own animals. The women and young girls count
and take the animals out of the lekha. They count them again everyday
when they bring them back in the evening.

— For the Changpas their animals are a very important part of their life.
Is any animal part of your life? For example, as a pet, or as helpers in
farming. List five ways in which different animals are a part of your life.

®* You read that in Changthang the temperature drops below 0°C. Look at
newspapers on the TV to find cities in India or abroad where the
temperature drops below 0°C. In which months do you expect to see

this? I

| spent a few days with the Changpas but, sadly, it was time to move on. My
return journey would take me away from this special part of the world,
towards towns which looked like a totally different world. This time | took a
different route from Leh. | was going towards Srinagar via Kargil. | saw
many more amazing buildings and different houses.

| stayed in Srinagar for a few days. | was amazed by the houses
there. They took my heart away! Some houses are on the mountains, while
some are on water. | took many pictures of these. See my photo album.

&













	5TH EVS2nd
	Page 1
	Page 2
	Page 3
	Page 4
	Page 5
	Page 6
	Page 7
	Page 8
	Page 9
	Page 10
	Page 11
	Page 12
	Page 13
	Page 14
	Page 15
	Page 16
	Page 17
	Page 18
	Page 19
	Page 20
	Page 21
	Page 22
	Page 23
	Page 24
	Page 25
	Page 26
	Page 27
	Page 28
	Page 29
	Page 30
	Page 31
	Page 32
	Page 33
	Page 34
	Page 35
	Page 36
	Page 37
	Page 38
	Page 39
	Page 40
	Page 41
	Page 42
	Page 43
	Page 44
	Page 45


