Democratic Rights

( Fastracl« Revision )

People want to live happily, without fear and without
belng subjected to degraded treatment, For this, It Is
essential that no one harms or hurts them. This glves birth
to the concept of 'rights’.

Rights are claims of a person over other Fellow beings,
over the soclety and over the government. These claims
should be such that they can be made avallable to others
in an equal measure,

Rights are necessary for the very existance of democracy.
In a democracy, rights are guarantees which can be used
when things go wrang. When the soclolly recognlsed
clalms are wrltten Into law In a democracy, they are called
democratic rights.

Life without rights cannot be Imagined. The relevance of
rights can only be Felt by the ones who do not possass any
rights. The following happenings in three countries help
us to understand how dIfficult It Is to Uve without rights:

wiedge BOOSTER

The US Government sald that the people who were
taken as prisoners were enemles of the US and linked
to the attack on New York on 11 September, 2001.

e

> Prison in Guantanamo Bay: About 600 poople ware
secretly picked up by the US Forces From all over the
world and put In a prison in Guantanamo Bay, an area
near Cuba controlled by Amerlcan Navy, Amnaesty
Internatlonal, an International Human Rights
Organisation, reported that the prisonars ware being
tortured In ways that violated the US laws.

> Citlzens' Rights in Saudi Arabla: Saudi Arabla Is
ruled by a hereditary king and the people had no role
In electing or changlng thelr rulers, Cltlzens cannot
form political parties or any political organisations.
Madla cannot report anything that the Manarch does
not Uke. There Is no freedom of rellglon. Every cltizen
is raquired to be Muslim. Non-Muslim residents can
follow thelr religlon In private but not In public. Women
are subjected to many public restrictions.

nowledge BOOSTER

Kosovo, was declared independent, in February 2008,

-, having a majority of the population as Albanlians.
/10

» Ethnlc Massacre In Kosovo; Kosovo was a province
of Yugoslavia. In this province, the population was
overwhelmingly ethnic Albanlan. But in the entire
country, Serbs were In majority. A Serb natlonallst

Milosevic had won the election. His government
was very hostile to the Kosovo Albanlans. A brutal
massacre took place when the army killed thousands
of Albanians.

» Some rights which are Fundamental to our life are glven

a speclal status and are referred to as 'Fundamental
Rights'. These are the baslc human rights which are given
to every citizen in a democracy for the development of
his/her personality. The Indlan Constitutlon has glven us
slx Fundamental Rights.

» The Right to Equality guarantees that every Indlan
citizen is equal in the eyes of the law. The law does
not discriminate between two persons on the baslg of
soclo-economic status or power,

» The Right to Freedom means, absence of restrictions
and interference in our actions by others; especially
the government. The Right to Freadom Includes the
followlng:

o Freedom of speech and expression.

® Freedom to organise assembly In o peaceful manner.

o Freedom to form assoclatlons and unlons.

o Freedom to move and reslde In any part of the
country.

e Freedom to carry out any professlon or business.

ledge BOOSTER

In case of any violation of the Fundamental Rights, a
person can file a Public Intergst L.itigation (PIL). PIL is
i\ an Instrument which allows anybody to knock on the
"< doors of the Judiciary.

> Right against Exploltation has banned bonded and
child labour and has declared human trafficking Illegal.

» The Constitution gives the Right to Freedom of
Rellglan. Every person has the right to profess, practise
and propagate hls religlon. The government does not
Interfere In the religlous matter of its cltizens.

» Cultural and educatlonal rights enable minority
groups to protect and propagate their unique culture.

» When any of the Fundamental Rights Is violated, the
affacted person has the Right to seek Constitutional
Remedies. The person can go to the court where his
grievances could be addressed.

» Demands for many new Fundamental Rights have been

coming up with time. Some of these demands have
been Included under the scope of Fundamental Rights.
For example; the Right to Education has been included
in the Ust recently. Similarly, RTI (Right to Information)
was enacted recently. Under RTI, anybody can demand
Information regarding the Functions of a government
department or officlal
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Constitution of South Africa guarantees Its dtizens
ral kinds of new rights:

Ight to privacy, so that citizens or thelr hames cannot
e searched, their phones cannot be tapped, their

wommunication cannot be opened.

> Right to an environment that Is not harmful to their

health or well being.

> Right to have access to adequate housing.
» Right to have access to healthcare services, sufficient

food and water and a provision that no one may be
refused emergency medical treatment.

@ Practice Exercise

_I Mll'til]le Choice Questions N

Ql

Q2.

Q8.

Q4.

Qs.

Q6.

Q7.

Q6.

Name the International Human Rights Commission
that collected information on the condition of
prisaners tortured in Guantanamo Bay.

a. US International

b. Amnesty International

¢ Human Rights International

d. None of the above

The prison in Guantanamo Bay Is under which of
the following Navy?
a. Franch Novy

¢. American Navy

b. Indlan Navy
d. Russlan Navy

Which one of the following is not correct about the

political conditions In Saudi Arabla?

a. Cltizens can form political parties or political
organisations.

b. Media cannot repart anything that the monarch
does not Uke.

¢. Non-Muslim resldents can fallow thelr religlon In
private. but not In public,

d. Women are sublected to many public restrictions.

Which of the following countries Is ruled by a
hereditary king?
a. Afghanistan
c Bangladesh

b. Iran
d. Saudl Arabla
Which of the following countries became victim of

a major tarror attack on 11th September, 20017
a. Indla b. USA
c. Russlo d. France

Kosovo was a province of which of the following

countries before Its split?
a. Albania

. Yugoslavla

b. Afghanistan
d. Egypt

Before splitting, Kosovo was a province of:
a. France b. Yugoslavia
c USSR d. US

What does Right to Equality’ say about the public jobs?

a. The government will provide job to all persons.

b. Jobs will be reserved for the more meritorlous
students.

c Allcitizens will be provided with equal opportunity
In matters of employment.

d. None of the above

Q9.

Q10.

QIL

Qlz

Qla.

Q.

Q15.

By what name a person of low caste and

untouchable Is known?

a. Dallt b. Scheduled Caste

c. Scheduled Tribe d. All of these

Name the Fundamental Right under which the

right to Life falls.

a. Right to Freedom of Rellglon

b. Right to Freedom

c. Right to Equality

d. Right against Exploitation

Which of the following freadoms is not available to

an Indian citizen?

a. Freedom to criticise the government

b. Freedom to participate in armed revolution.

C. Freedom to start a movement to change the
gavernment

d. Freedom to oppose the central values of the
Canstltutian.

An order of the court to the government issuad

only by the High Court or the Supreme Court Is

called:

a. Writ b. Summon

¢. Both a.and b. d. None of these

Which of the following Is/are true meaning of the

rule of law?

a. The government shall not deny to any person In
Indla equality befare the Law.

b. The laws apply In the saome mannor to all
regardless of a person's status.

¢. No person [s above the law.

d. All of the above

Which one of the followlng Is not a Fundamental

Right under Right to Freedom of Religion?

a. Right to establish and malntaln Institutions for
rellglous and charltable purposes.

b. Declaration of ane's religlous bellefs and faiths
openly and freely.

c. Right to sacrifice animalas.

d. None aof the above

Which one of the following is not a Fundamental

Right in Indla?

a. Right to Constitutional Remedles

b. Right against Exploitation

¢. Right of Property

d. Right to Freedom of Rellglon
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ich one of following is incorrect about an
asted person In India?
de has to be informed of the reasons for his
arrest and detention.
de has to be produced befare the nearest
mapglstrate within a period of 24 hours aof arrest.
c. He has to be produced before a court within
24 hours of arrest If a Judge asks to the police to
do so.
d. He has the right to consult a lbwyer for his
defence.

Q17. An order issued by a court asking a person to
appear before it, is called:

a. Wrlt b. Summon

c. Right d. All of these
Q18. What Is called a forced labour?

a. Begar b. Labourer

c. Bath a. and b. d. Nane of these

ge BOOSTER
Begar is a practice where the worker Is forced to

. render service to the master free of charge or at a
S\ nominal remuneration.

AR

Q 19. Which Fundamental Right(s) ensures the ban on
bonded labour?
a. Right against Exploltation
b. Right to Equallty
c. Cultural and Educational Rights
d. Right to Freedom

Q 20. What is the meaning of the term 'writ’?
a. A farmal document containing an order of the
court to the government.
b. Written lows.
c. A right provided by the Constitution.
d. None of the above
Q2l. Which of the following Is not an instance of an
exerclse of a Fundamental Right?
a. Workers from Blhar go to the Punjab to work on
the farma.

b. Christlon misslons set up a chaln of misslonary
gchools.

¢. Men and women government employees get the
same solany.

d. Parents’ property s Inherited by thelr childran.

Q 22. Which of the following rights Is avallable under the

Indian Constitution?

a. Right to Work

b. Right to Adequate Livelihood

c. Right to Protect One's Culture

d. Right to Privacy

Q23. Cultural and Educational Rights are safeguarded

malinly for:
a. wamen b. men
c. children d. minority

Q24. When was the NHRC (National Human Rights
Commisslon) set up?
3. 199 b. 1993
c 1996 d. 2008

Q 25. Fundamental Rights are guaranteed against the
actions of which of the following?
a. Legislature
b. Executive
C Any authorities Instituted by the government
d. All of the abave

Q26. Who among the following Is the author of the
book ‘Satanic Verses'?
a. Salman Rushdie
¢ TasUma Nasreen

b. Vikram Seth
d. Amitav Ghosh

Q 27. Absence of constraints means:
a. minority b, writ . freedom d. speech

Q28. The right to seek the enforcement of all
Fundamental Rights Is called:
a. Right against Exploitation
b. Right to Freedom
c Right to Constitutional Remedies
d. Cultural and Educational Rights

Q29. Who called the right(s) to Constitutional Remedies
as the heart and soul of the Constitution?
a. Saro|inl Naldu b. Dr. Rajendra Prasad
c. Mahatma Gandhl d. Dr. BR Ambedkar

Q 30. Which of the following Is an incorrectly matched
palr?

a. Demand for legol or moral entitlements. o
persan makes on fellow cltizens. soclety or the
government. -- Begar

b. A formal document contalning an order of the
court to the government Issuad only by High
Court or the Supreme Court.— Claim

¢. Promise made by Individuals, groups or countries
to uphold a rule ar principle. — Covenant

d. It Is a practice where the worker Is forced to
render service to the master free of charge or at
a nominal remuneration. —Wrlt

Q 31. Who among the following Is respansible to appoint
National Human Rights Commission?
a. The President of Indla
b. The Chief Justice of Indla
¢. The Prime Minister of Indla
d. The Vice- President of Indla

Q 32. I|dentify the Incorrect statement about National

Human Rights Commission (NHRC).

a. It Is appainted by the President.

b. It focuses an helping the victims to secure thelr
human rights.

c. It brings about independent reports on the
violation of the human rights all over the vrorld.

d. It considers the human rights mentioned In the
UN sponsored International treaties that Indla
has slgned.
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Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:
Statement (l): Democracy improve the quality of
decision making.
Statement (I): Democracy provide method to deal
with differences and conflicts.
a. Statement (l) is correct and (ll) Is Incorrect.
b. Statement (1) is incorrect and (ll) Is correct.
c. Both statements are Incorrect
d. Both statements are correct.

Q34. Read the following statements carefully and
choose the correct option:
Statement (l): The Right to Equality guarantees
that every Indlan citizen Is equal In the eyes of the
Government.
Statement (l1): Ina democracy,rights are guarantees
which can be used when things go wrang.
a. Statement (1) is correct and (ll) Is incorrect.
b. Statement (I) is incarrect and (ll) Is correct.
C Both statements are Incorrect
d. Both statements are correct.

-§) Assertion & Reason Type Questions N

Directions (Q, Nos. 35-42): In the following questions glven
below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and
Reason (R). Read the statements and choose the correct option:

a. Both Assertlon (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reasan (R) Is the carrect explanation of Assertion
(A).

b. Both Assartion (A) and Reason (R) are trua, but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assartion (A).

¢ Assertion (A) Is true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertlon (A) is false, but Reason (R) Is true.

Q 35. Assertion (A): The Rights contained in Part-lll of
the Indlan Constitution are called Fundamantal
Rights.

Reason (R): The Fundamantal Rights are enshrined

in the Constitutlon and are duly Incorporated in the

Fundamantal Law of the land.

Q 36. Assartion (A): India Is a secular state.

Reason (R): The Indian Constitution provides

us Right to Freedom of Religlon under Article

25 to 28 with the objective to sustain the principle

of secularism In the country.

Q87. Assertion (A): Rights are necessary for the very
sustenance of a democracy.

Reason (R): Rights protect minorities from the

oppression of majority and ensure that majority

cannot do whatever it wishes to do.

Q 38. Assertion (A): Rule of law means that the laws
apply in the same manner to all regardless of a
person's status.

Reason (R): Every citizen is treated above the law
and there can be a distinction between a political

leader, government official and an ordinary citizen.

Q 39. Assertion (A): In India, an arrested person has the
right to consult a lawyer for his defence.

Reason (R): An arrested person has to be produced
before a court within 24 hours of arrest if a judge
asks the police to do so.

Q40. Assertion (A): Right to Constitutional Remedies
makes other rights effective and Is the guardian of
other rights.

Reason (R): The Right to Constitutional Remedy is
the heart and soul of the Indian Constitution.

Q4L Assertion (A): The President of India can stop us
from approaching the Supreme Court to secure our
Fundamental Rights.

Reason (R): The Fundamental Rights have bean
enshrined in our Constitution.

Q 42. Assertion (A): Right to Freedom is not only a right
but also a group of many rights.

Reason (R): Anybody can use this right to incite
people or rabel against the governmant.

. '| Answers '| .

L) 2 () 3@ 4 5 (b
6.(c0 7() 8@ 9 (d 10 (b

M 12.(6) 1. (d 14 () 15 (c

16. (c) 17.(b) 18. (8) 19. (0) 20. (a)
21.(d) 22 () 23.(d) 24 (b) 25 (d)

26. (3) 27. (c) 28.(c) 29.(d) 30. (c)

3. (0) 32 (c) 33.(d) 34 (b) 35 (9)

36. () 37. (a) 38. (c) 39.(c) 40. (b)

41, (d) 42. ()

-¢) Source Based questions N

Source 1
Read the source given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate optlon:

Rights are necessury for the very sustenance of a
democrucy. In a democracy, cvery citizen has to
have the night to vote and the rnight to be clected
to government. For democratic clections to take
place, it is necessary that citizens should have the
right to express their opinion, form political parties
and take part in political aclivities.

Rights also perform a very special role in a

democrucy. Rights protect minorities from the
oppression of muajority. They ensure that the
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QL

Q2.

Q3.

Q4.

Q8.

Q6.

jority cannot do whatever it likes. Rights are

rantees which can be used when things go

»ng. Things may go wrong when some citizens

y wish to take away the rights of others. This
usually happens when those in majority want
to dominate those in minority. The government
should protect the citizens’ rights in such a
siluation. But sometimes, clected governments
may not protect or may even aftack the rights of
their own citizens. That is why some rights need
to be placed higher than the government, so that
the government cannot violate them. In most
democracies, the basic rights of the citizen aro
written down in the Constitution.

What is the necessity of rights for the democratic

elections?

a. Citizens can express thelr opinlons.

b. They can form political partles.

c. They can take part in political actlvitigs.

d. All of the above

Why do some rights need to be placed higher than

the governmant?

a. Otherwlge democracy will become moaninglogs.

b. So that the government cannot violate them.

c. 5o that the things do not go wrang.

d. So that the cltlzens' rights con be protocted.

In which of the following case some citizens may

wish to take away the rights of athers?

a. When the right harms or hurts others.

b. Whan there Is no respaect for others' rights.

¢. When they are not recognised as rightful

d. When those In majority want to dominate thase
in minarity.

What are the basic rights written down In the

Constitution In most democracies called?

a. Fundamental Rlghts  b. Guarantees

C. Right to Equality d. Right to Freedom

Identify the Incorrect statement about the spaclal

role of rights In a democracy.

a. Rights protect minorities from the oppresslon of
majarity.

b. They can be used when things go wrong,

c. They are given to every cltizen In a democracy for
the development of his/her personality.

d. They can be abollshed and have a fundamental
position In the governance of the country.

There are two statements marked as Assertion (A)
and Reason (R): Read them and choose the corract
option:

Assertion (A): The Fundamental Rights are
Important because they are enforceable.

Reason (R) : They are given a speclal status in

Indian Constitution.

a. Both Assertlon (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) is the carrect explanation of Assertion
(A).

b. Both Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true, but
Reason (R) Is not the correct explanation of
Assertlon (A).

c. Assertion (A) is true, but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertlon (A) Is false. but Reasaon (R) Is true.

.- II Answers l, .
.( 20® 3 4@ 5@ 6D
Source 2

QL

Qa.

Read the sowrce given below and answer the
questions that follow by choosing the most
appropriate option:

Once the right to liberty and equality is granted,
it follows that every citizen has a right not to be
exploited. Yet the Constitution mokers thought
is was neccessary to write down certain clear
provisions to prevent exploitation of the weaker
sections of the society.

The Constitution mentions three specific evils
and declares these illegal. First, the Constitution
prohibits ‘traffic in human beings'. Troffic here
means selling and buying of human beings,
usunlly women, for immoral purposes. Second,
our Conslitution algo prohibits forced labour or
begar in any form. Begar is a practice where the
worker is forced to render service to the 'master’
frec of charge or at & nominal remuneration. When
this practice takes place on a life-long basis, it is
called the practice of bonded labour.

Finally, the Constitution also prohibits child
labour. No one can employ a child below the age
of fourteen to work in any faclory or mine or in any
other hnzardous work, such as railways and ports.
Using thig as u basis, many luws have been made
to prohibit children from working in industries
such a8 beedi making, firecrackers and matches,
printing and dyeing.

Which of the following has been declared ILlegal by
our Constitution?

2. Trafficking In human beings

b. Practice of Begar

c Child labour

d. All of the above

Below what age the child labour has been
prohibited by the Constitution?

a. 13 years b. 14 years

c 15 years d. 16 years
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Q4.

Q5.

Q6.

Which Fundamental Right ensures the ban on
bonded labour?

a. Right to work

b. Right to adequate livelihood

C Right agalnst exploltation

d. Right to privacy

In which of the following industries children are
prohibited to work as labour?

a. Beed| making

b. Firecrackers and matches Industry

c Printing and dyelng

d. All of the above

Why do Constitution prohibits traffic in human

beings?

a. It employs the children to do hazardous waorks.

b. In It the worker I8 forced to render free service to
the master.

c Itls seling and buylng of human belngs especlally
the weaker sectlons.

d. It violates the persanal Uberty of an Indlvidual.

Why is the Right against Exploitation specially
devoted to children?

a. It violates the rights of children.

b. It protects the children from exploltation.

¢ It does nat allow the childron to vrark anywhare.
d. It provides children with adequate Uvellhood.

[A |

[ ANsSwWers | .

L.(d 2(® 3() a4 5(c) 6.(b)

Source 3

Raead the sowrce given below and answer the
questions that follow:

Rights are claims of o person over other fellow
beings, over the society and over the government.
All of us want to live happily, without fear and
without being subjecied to degraded treatment. For
this, we expect others to behave in such n way that
does not harm us or hurt us. Equally, our actions
should not also harm or hurt others. So, a right is
possible when you make a claim that is equally
possible for others.

You cannot have a right that harms or hurts others.
You cannot have a right to play a game in such a
way that it breaks the neighbour’s window. The
Serbs in Yugoslavia could not have claimed the
whole country for themselves. The claims we make
should be reasonable. They should be such that can
be made available to others in an equal measure.
Thus, a right comes with an obligation to respect
other rights.

QL What are rights?
Ans. Rights are reasonable claims of persons recognised
In soclety and sanctloned by law.
Q2. Why Is it sald that right comes with an obligation
to respect others' rights?
Ans. Right comes with an obligation to respect others'
rights due to the following reasons:
(1) All the people want to live happily without any
fear and without being hurt or without being
subjected to degraded treatment.

() Arightls posslble when we make a clalm that Is
equally possible for others. Such clalms should
be reasonable and can be available to others in
an equal measure.

Q 3. Why are rights reasonable claims? Give reasons.
Ans. Rights are reasonable claims because of the
followIng reasons:

(I) Rights are made available to others and one’s
right becomes one's duty to respect the rights
of others,

(if) Rights need to be recognised by the saclety and
must be reasonaoble.

(I1) Rights are the clalms that we make on soclaty
and on povernment

(Iv) Rights are those conditions which allow for the
fullest development of Indlviduals' personality.

@ Very Short Answer type Questions \)

QL Mention the reason given by America for
imprisoning people at Guantanamo Bay.

Ans. Amarica condldered the poople a6 thelr anomles
and Unked them to the attack on New York on
11th September, 2001.

Q 2. Which body exposed to the world that prisoners at
Guantanamo Bay were being tortured In ways that
violated the US laws?

Ans. Amnesty Intgrnatlonal, an International human
rights organisation reported that prisoners at
Guantanamo Bay were belng tortured In vays that
violated the US laws,

Q8. What was Slobodan Milosevic's attitude towards
the Albanlans?

Ans. Slobodan Milosevic was a narrow-minded Serb
nationalist, who wanted Serbs to dominate the
Albanians as hls government was hostile to the
Kosovo Albanlans.

Q4. Howwas the Massacre of Albanlans finally stopped?

Ans. Several countries Intervened to stop the Massacre of
Albanians.

Q6. What Is meant by rights?

Ans. Rights are those claims of an individual to improve
life and which are recognised by soclety and secured

b! Laww.
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Q7.

Ans.

Q.

Ans.

Q9.

Ang.

Q 10.

Anas.

QLL

Ans.

Qla.

Ang.

Qls.

Ans.

Q.

Ang.

Q15.
Ans.

Q l6.
Ans.
Q17
Ans.

Q8.

Ans.

_ s m—e—e—-——————r——_—-—-r—_-r-:G—--_-Gr-:r-_-—-—|,:r-r-—rGr—-—:-—-r-—-rr-—-—-—r—-:—r-.-_,,-—-—----—-—--— "7

lich articles of the Constitution deal with
ndamental Rights?
icles 12 to 35 of the Constitution deals with
idamental Rights.
What is the rule called if the laws apply in the same
manner to all, regardless of a person's status?
The Rule of law applies in the same manner to all
regardless of a person's status.
On which day the ‘International Human Rights' Day
is celebrated?
The ‘International Human Rights’ Day Is celebrated
on 10th December.
Under which Article of the Constitution, ‘Abolition
of Untouchability’ lies in?
‘Abolltion of Untouchabllity' lies In Article 17, of Indlan
Constltution.
Which articles of the Constitution deal with Right
to Freedom?
Articles 19 to 22 af the Canstitution deal with Right
to Freedom.
Which article gives three rights to a person arrested
under ordinary clrcumstances?
Article 22 glves three rights to a person arrested
under ordinory circumstonces.
Which are the articles that grant the Right to
Equality In the Indlan Constitution?
Article 14 to Article 18 grant the Right to Equalty In
the Indlan Constitution.
What makes any political system democratic?
Elections and Institutions need to be comblined
with enjoymeant of rights which mokes any poltical
system demacratic.
Which Fundamental Right says that no person can
be deprived of his life or personal liberty except
according to procedure established by law?
Right to Freedom (Article 21): It mean that ‘Protection
of life and parsonal lberty ensures all citizens the
right to Ufe and personal liberty.
What is the Preventive Detention Act?
Preventive Detentlon Act Is detentlon v/thout trial so
that a person may be stopped from committing a
crime.
What is traffic in human being?
Sale and purchase of human belngs Is called human
trafficking,
What is meant by 'Begar’?
‘Begar' Is a practice where the vrorker Is forced to
render service to the ‘master’ free of charge or at a
nominal remuneration.
What is the minimum age below which no one can
employ a child?
The Constltution prohiblts child labour. No one can
employ a child below the age of 14 to work in any

factogf_

Q19. What is a secular state?
Ans. Inasecularstate, no religion can get any privilege or
favour and there is no official religion.

Q 20. Under which article Right to establish educational
institutions come?
Ans. The Right to establish educational institutions come

under the Article 30.
Q 21. Through which right, all other Fundamental Rights
are safeguarded?

Ans. All other Fundamental Rights are safeguarded
thraugh Right to Constitutional Remedles.

Q 22. Mention any two features of Fundomental Rights.
Ans. The two features of Fundamental Rights are:

(I) They are Umited.

(i) They can be suspended during emergency.

_/ Short Answer Type Questions \

Q 1. Enumerate the restrictions imposed on the citizens
of Saudi Arabla by thelr king.
Ans, The following restrictions are Imposed on the
citizens of Soud| Arabla:

(i) Citizens cannot form politicol parties or any
polltical arganisations.

() There Is no freedom of religlon. Every cltizen Is
required to be Muslim. Non-Muslim residents
can follow thelr rellglon In private, but nat In
public,

() Women are subjected to many public
restricions. The testimony of one man s
consldered equal to thot of two women.

Q2. Write down any three characteristics of rights.
Ang. The following are the three characteristics of rights:
(I) Arightls a clalm of an Individual agninst society.
() Rights are not unlimited.
(i) Rights Imply dutles.

Q8. How far Is It correct to say that all clalms cannot
become rights?
Ans. All clalms connot become rights. Clalms having the
following features can only be deemed as rights:
(1) The claims should be reasonable.
(I They should be such that can be made avallable
to others In an equal measure.,
(l) Claims should be recognised by the soclety we
lve In.

(lv) Claims should be recognised by the soclety as

rightful
ERRQOR »

Sometimes, students do not Justify the glven statement
and glive Irrelevant answer,
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The Government of India has provided reservations
for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and Other
Backward Classes. Justify the statement with
reason.

Ans. Such reservations are not agalnst the Right
to Equality. For equality does not mean giving
everyone the same treatment. no matter vshat they
need. Equality in real sense means giving everyone
an equal opportunity to achleve whatever one is
capable of achleving. Sometimes. It Is necessary
to give speclal treatment to someone In order to
ensure adequate opportunlty for growth.

Q5. Write any three features of the Right to Equality as
a Fundamental Right.
Ans. The following are the features of Right to Equality:
() According to this right. the government cannot
deny to any person In Indla equallty before the
law or the equal protection of the laws.

(i) The government shall not discriminate agalnst
any citlizen on the prounds of rellglon. caste,
ethnicity. sex or place of birth.

() All cltizens shall have an equalty of opportunity
In matters relating to any position In the

government.
Q 6. Stata the restrictlons which are a part and parcel of
the Freedom of Speech and Expresslon.
Ans. Freedom of Speech and Expresslion comes w/ith
certaln restrictions which are as follows:
(I) One cannaot express certain oplnions which may
Incite public hatred and violence or which may
hurt the sentiments of a particular religlon or
community.
(I) One cannot Incite others to rebel against the
country and cannat dafame anyone on a false

Q7. What procedura should be followed If a person s
arrested?
Ans. The following procedure Is required to be followed If
a person Ig arrested:
() A person who is arrested and detained in
custody should be Informed of the reasons for
such arrest and detentlon.

(I) A person who Is arrested and detalned should
be produced before the nearest maglstrate
within a perlod of 24 hours of arrest.

(i) Such a person has the right to consult a lavryer
or enpage a lawyer for his defense.

(v) In case of complaint, the maglistrate should
check the time of arrest by questioning the

person arrested.

Q 8. Explain any three features of India as a secular
state.
Ans. Three features of India as a secular state are as
follows:
(i) People of Indla are free to follow any rellglon

(ii) India does not have any official religlon.

(iii) Every religlous group or sect Is free to manage
its religlous affairs.

ledge BE.OSTER

] A secular state is one that does not establish any one
./ religion as the official religion of the country.

SN

Q9. Mentlon three Constitutional provislons for
the protection of women and children In India.
Ans. Three Constitutional provislons for the protection of
wamen and children are as follows:
() The State can make speclal provisions for
women and children.
() Trafficking of human beings. especlally
women and children Is a punishable offence In
accaordanco with the lavs.

() No child below the age of 14 years can be
employed In any hazardous employment

Q10. Mention the three evils which have been declared
illegal under Right against Exploitation.

Ans. The following three evils have been declared Ilegnl
under Right agalnst Exploltation:

() Trafficking of Human Beings: The Constitution
prahiblts this. Traffic means selling and buylng
of human beings ugually wamen for Immaral
purposes.

() Forced Labour or Begar: The Constitution
prohibits bonded labour or begar. Begar Is a
practice whare the workaer is forced to ronder
service to the master free of chorge or at a
nominal remuncration.

(iil) Child Labour: The Constitution prohiblts child
lobour. No one can emplaoy a child below the
age of 14 to work In any factory ar mine or any
hazardous work such as ports and rallways.

"@/ Long Answer Type Questions N

QL Write a note on ethnlc massacre that took place In
Kosovo.
Ans. Kosovowas a province of Yugoslavia. In this province.
the population was overv/helmingly ethnic Albanlan.
But In the entlre country, Serbs were In majority.

When a Serb nationallst Milosevic won the election,
his government was very hostile to the Kosovo
Albanians. He wanted the Serbs to dominate the
country. Many Serb leaders thought that ethnic
minorities Uke Albanlans should elther leave the
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untry or accept the dominance of the Serbs.
Jrutal massacre took place when the army killed
jusands of Albanlans. This was one of the worst
itances of killing based on ethnic prejudices.

Finally. several other countries Intervened to stop
this massacre. Milosevic lost power and was tried by
the International Court of Justice for crimes against
humanity.

Kosovo. was declared independent. in February 2008.
having a majority of the population as Albanians.

Q2. What are the chief characteristics of the
Fundamental Rights?
Ans. The chief characteristics of Fundamental Rights are
as follows:
(I) These rights are unlversal. Le. they are for all
the citizens of Indla without any discrimination.

(If) These rights are not absolute. There are certaln
restrictions Imposed on each of them.

() The Fundamental Rights are |usticlable. It
means that cltizens can move to the court If any
Indlvidual or the government is violating their
rights.

(iv) These rights have a comprehensive approach
They tend to safeguard our soclal. economic.
cultural and reliplous Interests.

(v) These rights can be suspended In the event of
Natlonal Emergency.

(vl) These rights are conslidered the base of our

democracy.
Q 3. Whydo we need Fundamental Rights In a democracy?
Ans. Fundamental Rights are needed In a demaocracy
because of the below mentioned reasons:
(I) Fundamental Rights provide the conditions
which are essentlal for the development of the
Inherent qualtles In man and to secure his all
round growth.
(Il) These are necessary to preserve human dignity
and promote soclal progress In an atmosphere
of freedom.

(Iif) These provide clvil Ubertles. without which
democracy cannot be even concelved.

(iv) These are a significant check on the arbltrary
use of power by the government.

(v) These rights protect minorities from the
oppression of majority.

Q 4. 'Rights are reasonable claims of persons recognised
by soclety and sanctloned by law' Justify the
statement.

Ans. The glven statement can be |ustified as follows:

() Rights are the conditions that allow for the
fullest development of Indlviduals' personality.

(II) Rights are recognised by the sodety and must

(i) Rights are the clalms that are made on other
fellovs belngs. over the soclety and over the
government.

(iv) Rights are made available to others and one's
right becomes one's duty to respect the rights
of others.

(v) Rights are sanctioned by the law and they
are required to have legal backing. They are
enforceable and If they are violated. one can
approach to the courts.

TiP:
Mention only the polnts that justify the rights as
reasonable claims of persons and are sanctioned by law.

Q5. Explain the maln provisions of the Right to Equality.

Ans. Right to Equality Is an important right provided in
the Articles 14-18 of the Constitution. It contains the
following maln provisions:

(1) Article 14 of the Constitution guarantees that
all citizens shall be equally protected by the
laws aof country. It means that the State cannot
discriminate any of the Indlan cltizens aon the
basls of thelr caste. creed, colour, sex, gender,
religion or place of birth.

() Article 15 states that every person shall have
an equal access to public places llke public
porks. museums. wells, bothing ghots, tomples,

(Il Artlcle 16 ensures equality In matters of public
employment and accordingly all cltizens can
apply for government |obs. But this right Is not
conferred to averseas citizens of Indla.

(iv) Article 17 of the Constitution abolishes the
practice of untouchabllity and anyone dolng 6o
Is punishable by [aw.

Q6. 'The Right to Freedom Is actually a cluster of
soveral rights. Discuss.
Ans. 'The Right to Freedom is a cluster of several rights'

Article 19 of the Indlan Constitution guarantecs the

following freedoms to all the citizens:

() AUl citizens are free to Uve in any part of India
but the State can put restrictlons. keeplng In
mind the welfare of local people.

() AlL cltizens have the right to practise any
professlon or to carry on any occupation. trade
or business.

() Every dtizen of Indla has been granted freedom
to move throughout the Indlan Territory.

(lv) Indlan citizens have been gjven the right to
assemble peacefully w/ithout arms.
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Q7.

Ans.

Q8.

Ans.

(v) Freedom of speech and expresslon Is glven to
the people. However. this freedom cannot be
used ta Instigate violence against others.

(vi) The Constitution guarantees the right to
formassoclations and unions to every citizen of
Indla to promote their Interests.

How does the Constitution protect our rights?

The Constltution protects our rights n the following

manner:

() The Fundamental Rights are guaranteed
against the actions of the Legislature, the
Executive and any other authority instituted by
the government.

(ll) There can be no law or actlon that violates the
Fundamental Rights.

() Courts can also enforce the Fundamental Rights
apainst private individuals and badies.

(lv) The Supreme Court and High Court have
the power to Issup orders or ‘writs' for the
enforcement of the Fundamental Rights,

(v) They can alsa award compensation to the
person whose right has been violated. The
courts exerclses |urlsdiction on the basls of PIL
(Public Interest Litigation).

Describe the various Fundamental Rights glven in

the Constitution of Indla.

The following Fundamental Rights are glven In the

Constitutlon of Indla:

(i) Right to Equality: It meons that all the cltizens
are equal In the eyes of low and all will be
aqually protaected by lave.

() Right to Freedom: It Is actually a cluster of
several rights which are as follows:
(a) Freedom of speech and expression.

(b) Freedom of assembly in a peaceful manner.
(

)
¢) Freedom to form assoclations or unlons.
(d) Freedom to mave and reslde In any part of

the country.

(e) Freedom to carry out any profession or

buslness.
(I) Right against Exploitation: In addition to the
freedoms glven above, the Canstitution lays

down certaln provisions to prevent exploitation

of the wreaker sections of the society.
(Iv) Right to Freedom of Religlon: Articles 25-28 are
concerned with the freedom of religlon. Article

25 says that all the cltizens are free to profess,

practise and propagate any religlon gubject ta

public order. morality and health.

(v) Cultural and Educational Rights: Articles 29-30
of the Constitution make speclal provislons for
the protaction of the rights of the minarities.

(vi) Right to Constitutional Remedies: Article 32
provides the right to the people to move to

the High Court and the Supreme Court for the

enforceament of thelr Fundamantal Riphts.

& Chapter Test

Multiple Choice Questions

QL

Q2.

What can be done In case of Infringement of the

rights In a democracy?

a. Cltizens are helpless, they connot do anything.

b. They can approach courts to protect thelr rights.

¢. They con ask thelr representatives to do the
needful

d. None of the above

What was the result of the intervention of other

countries to stop the killings of Albanians?

a. Milosevic lost powver and tried for crimes agalnst
humanity.

b. The other countries were punished by UNO far
Interfering In another country.

c It led to further army action by Milosevic

d. None of the above

Q3.

Q4.

Q5.

The right to seek the enforcomont of all
Fundnmantal Rights Is called:

a. Right agninst Exploitation

b. Right to Freedom

c. Right to Constltutional Remedles

d. Cultural and Educatlonal Rights

Which of these is false regarding the freedom of

speech and expression?

a. Everyane has a right to think differantly.

b. One may disagree with a policy of the government.

c. One can use it to Inclte people agalnst the
gaovernment

d. One Is free to criticlse the government.

What s meant by the term "writ'?

a. Written laws

b. A formal document containing an order af the
court to the government

c. Baslc features of the Constltution

d. None of the abave
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1 and Reason Type Questions

(Q. Nos. 6-7): In the following questions given

below, there are two statements marked as Assertion (A) and
Reason (R). Read the statements and choose the correct option:

Q6.

Q7.

a. Both Agcertion (A) and Reason (R) are true and
Reason (R) Is the correct explanation of Assertlon
(A).

b. Bath Assertion (A) and Reason (R) are true. but
Reason (R) is not the correct explanation of
Agsgertlon (A).

c. Assertion (A) is true. but Reason (R) Is false.

d. Assertion (A) Is false. but Reason (R) Is true.

Assertion (A): Fundamental Rights are necessary

to preserve human dignity and promote soclal

progress in an atmosphere of freedom.

Reason (R): Fundamental Rights roveal the

essential unity of India as all the citizens of India

have the same rights all over the country.

Assertion (A): The Right to Constitutional

Remedies is considered the 'heart and soul' of our

Constitution.

Reason (R): The Right to Constitutional Remedlies

makes other rights effective and Is the guardlan of

other rights.

Source Based Questions

Qe.

Read the source glven below and answer the questlons
that follow:

Sometimes it leads to expansion in the legal
rights that the citizen can enjoy. From time to
time, the courts gave judgements to expand
the scope of rights. Certain rights like right to
freedom of press, right to information and right
to education are derived from the Fundamental
Rights. Now, school education has become n
right for Indian citizens. The governments are
responsible for providing free and compulsory
cducation to all children up to the age of 14
years. Parlinment has enacted a law giving the
right to information to the citizens. This Act was
made under the Fundamental Right to freedom of
thought and cxpression. We have a right to seck
information from government offices. Rocently,

(i)

(i)

(iii)

the Supreme Court has expanded the meaning of
the right to life to include the right to food. Also,
rights are not limited only to Fundamental Rights
as enumerated in the Constitution. Constitution
provides many more rights, which may not be
Fundamental Rights. For example, the right to
property is not a Fundamental Right but it is a
Constitutional Right. Right to vole in elections is
an important Constitutional Right.

Mention the rights provided by the Constitution
which may not be Fundamental Rights.

Which are the certain rights derived from the
Fundamental Rights?

'Rights are not limited only to Fundamental Rights
as enumerated in the Constitution’ Justify.

Very Short Answer Type Questions

Q9.

Q 10.

QLL

Q12

‘Some rights need to be placed higher than the
government’ Give reason.

Define the rule of law. Do you think the rule of law
prevails in India?

Mentlon any two rights which the Constitution of
South Africa guarantees to its citizens.

Under which article Right to established
aeducational institution come?

Short Answer Type Questions

Ql3.

Q4.

Q15.

Q 16.

Mention the rights of a person arrested under
ordinary clrcumstances.

Mentlon any three Constitutionol provisions that
make India a secular state.

What provisilons have been made by the Indlan
Constitutlion for the protection of minorities?

What is Natlonal Human Rights Commission? What
are its functions?

Long Answer Type Questions

Q.

Qls.

Describe any five freedoms granted to the citizens
of India under the Right to Freedom.

What are Fundamental Rights? Explain the main
provisions of the Right to Equallity.
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