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India After Independence10

A New and Divided Nation
When Ind ia became independent  in  Au gu st  1947, i t
faced a ser ies of very great challenges. As a resu l t  of
Part it ion, 8 mil l ion  refugees had come into the country
from what was now Pak istan. These people had to be
found homes and jobs. Then there was the problem
of the pr incely states, almost 500 of them, each ru led
by a maharaja or a nawab, each of whom had to be
persuaded to join the new nation. The problems of the
refugees and of the pr incely states had to be addressed
immediately. In the longer term, the new nation had to
adopt a pol it ical system that wou ld best serve the hopes
and expectat ions of its popu lat ion.

Fi g. 1  –  Mahatma Gandhi's ashes being immersed in Allahabad, February 1948

Less than six months after  independence the nat ion  was in  mourn ing. On 30 January 1948, Mahatma
Gandhi was assassinated by a fanat ic, Nathuram Godse, because he disagreed with Gandhiji’s convict ion
that H indus and Muslim s shou ld l ive together in harmony. That even ing, a stu nned nat ion heard Jawaharlal
Nehru’s moving statement over All India Radio: “Fr iends and comrades, the light  has gone out  of our lives
and there is darkness everywhere …   our beloved leader …   the Father of the Nat ion is no more.”
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Activity
Imagine that you are a
British administrator
leaving India in 1947.
You are writing a letter
home where you discuss
what is likely to happen
to India without the
British. What would be
your views about the
future of India?



Franch i se – The r igh t to
vote

India’s popu lat ion  in  1947 was large, almost  345
m i l l i on .  I t  was al so d i vi ded . Th er e wer e d ivi si on s
bet ween  h igh  cast es an d l ow castes,  bet ween  th e
major ity Hindu community and Indians who pract ised
other faiths. The ci t izens of this vast land spoke many
different languages, wore many different k inds of dress,
at e d i f fer en t  k i nds of  food an d pr act i sed d i f fer en t
professions. How cou ld they be made to l ive together in
one nation-state?

To the problem of un ity was added the problem of
development . At  Indepen dence, t he vast  major i ty of
Indians l ived in  the vi l lages. Far mer s and peasan ts
depended on the monsoon for  their  survival . So did the
non-farm sector of the rural economy, for  if the crops
failed, barbers, carpenters, weavers and other service
groups wou ld not get paid for  their  services ei ther. In
the cit ies, factory workers l ived in crowded slums with
l it t le access to edu cat ion or heal th  care. Clear ly, the
new nat ion  had t o l i f t  i ts m asses ou t  of pover t y by
i n cr easi n g t h e p r od u ct i vi t y  of  agr i cu l t u r e an d  b y
promoting new, job-creating indu str ies.

Uni ty and development  had to go hand in  hand. If
the divisions between di fferent  sections of India were
not  healed, t h ey cou ld  r esu l t  i n  violen t  and cost l y
confl icts – high castes fight ing with low castes, Hindus
with  Muslims and so on. At the same t ime, i f the fru its
of economic development did not reach the broad masses
of the popu lat ion, it  cou ld create fresh divisions – for
example, between the r ich and the poor, between ci t ies
and the countryside, between regions of India that were
prosperous and regions that lagged beh ind.

A Constitution is Written
Between December  1946 and November  1949, some
thr ee hu ndred In d ians had a ser ies of m eet ings on
the cou n t r y’s pol i t i cal  fu tu r e. The m eet ings of t h i s
“Const i tu ent  Assembly” were held in  New Delh i , bu t
the par t i cipan ts cam e from  al l  over  India, and from
di fferent  pol i t ical  par t ies. These discussions resu l ted
in the framing of the Indian Const itu t ion , which came
into effect on 26 January 1950.

One feature of the Constitu t ion was its adoption of
universal adu lt  franch i se. Al l Indians above the age of
21 wou ld  be al lowed to vote in  state an d nat ional
elect ions. This was a revolu t ionary step – for  never before
had Indians been al lowed to choose their  own leaders.
In  other count r ies, su ch as the Un i ted Kingdom and

INDIA AFTER INDEPENDENCE
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Fi g. 2  – Jaw aharlal Nehru
introducing the resolution that
out lined the objectives of the
Constitution

the United States, this r ight had been granted in stages.
First only men of property had the vote. Then men who
were educated were also added on. Work ing-class men
got the vote only after  a long struggle. Final ly, after  a
bit ter  struggle of their  own, American and Br it ish women
were granted the vote. On the other  hand, soon after
Independence, India chose to grant this r ight  to all  i ts
cit izens regardless of gender, class or  educat ion.

A second featu r e of t h e Con st i tu t ion  was t hat  i t
gu ar an teed equ al i t y  befor e t h e l aw t o al l  ci t i zen s,
regardless of thei r  caste or  religious affi l iat ion . There
were some Indians who wished that the political system
of the new nation be based on Hindu ideals, and that
India itself be run as a Hindu state. They pointed to the
example of Pak istan , a count ry created expl i ci t ly to
protect and fur ther the interests of a part icu lar  religious
community – the Muslims. However, the Indian  Pr ime
Minister, Jawahar lal Nehru , was of the opinion that India
cou ld not and must not become a “Hindu Pak istan”.

Besides Muslims, India also had large popu lat ions
of Sikhs and Chr ist ians, as wel l  as many Parsis and
Jains. Under  the new Const i tu t ion , they wou ld have
the same r igh ts as Hindus – the same oppor tu n i t ies
when  i t  came to seek ing jobs in  govern ment  or  th e
pr ivate sector, the same r ights before the law.

A th ird feature of the Const itu t ion  was that it  offered
special pr ivi leges for  the poorest and most disadvantaged
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Nehru wrote in a letter to
the Chief Ministers of states:

... we have a Muslim
minority who are so large
in numbers that they
cannot, even if they want,
go anywhere else. That is a
basic fact about which
there can be no argument.
Whatever the provocation
from Pakistan and
whatever the indignities
and horrors inflicted on
non-Muslims there,  we
have got to deal with this
minority in a civilised
manner. We must give
them security and the
rights of citizens in a
democratic State.

Source 1

We must give them
security and rights

Activity
Imagine a conversation
between a father and son
in a Muslim family. After
Partition, the son thinks it
would be wiser for them to
move to Pakistan while the
father believes that they
should continue to live in
India. Taking information
from the chapter so far
(and Chapter 11), act out
what each would say.



INDIA AFTER INDEPENDENCE

Indians. The pract ice of untouchabil i ty, descr ibed
as a “slur  and a blot” on the “fair  name of India”,
was abolished. Hindu  temples, previously open to
on l y t h e h i gh er  cast es,  wer e t h r own  open  t o
al l , includin g the former  untouchables. After  a
l on g debat e,  t h e Con st i t u en t  Assem b l y a l so
recommended that a cer tain  percentage of seats
in  legislatures as wel l as jobs in government be
reserved for  members of the lowest castes. It  had
been argued by some that Untouchable or as they
were now known, Har i jan, candidates did not have
good enough grades to get  in to the prest igiou s
Indian Administrat ive Service. But, as one member
of t he Con st i tu ent  Assembly, H.J . Khan dek ar,
ar gu ed ,  i t  was t h e u p p er  cast es w h o w er e
responsible for  the Har i jans “being unfi t  today”.
Ad d r essi n g h i s  m or e p r i v i l eged  col l eagu es,
Khandekar said:

We were suppressed for  thousands of years.
You engaged us in your service to serve your
own ends and suppressed us to such an
extent that  neither our minds nor  our bodies
and nor even our hearts work , nor are we
able to march forward.

Al on g w i t h  t h e for m er  Un t ou ch ab l es,  t h e
adivasis or  Schedu led Tr ibes were also granted
reservation  in seats and jobs. Like the Schedu led
Castes, these Indians too had been depr ived and
d i scr i m i n ated  agai n st .  Th e t r i b al s h ad  b een
depr ived of modern  heal th  care and edu cat ion ,
while their  lands and forests had been taken away
by more power fu l  ou tsiders. The new pr ivi leges
granted them by the Constitu t ion were meant  to
make amends for  this.

The Const i tu en t  Assembly spent  man y days
discussing the powers of the central  government
ver su s t h ose of  t h e st ate gover n m en ts.  Som e
m em ber s t h ou gh t  t h at  t h e Cen t r e’s in t er est s
shou ld be foremost. Only a strong Centre, it  was
argued, “would be in a posit ion  to think  and plan
for the wel l-being of the country as a whole”. Other
m em ber s fel t  t h at  t h e p r ovinces sh ou ld  h ave
greater  au tonomy and freedom. A member from
Mysor e fear ed t h at  u n der  t he pr esen t  system
“democracy is centred in Delhi and it  is not allowed
to work  in the same sense and spir it  in the rest of
the country”. A member from Madras insisted that
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Activity
Discuss in your class,
one advantage and one
disadvantage today of
the decision to keep
English as a language
of India.



“the in i t ial  responsibi l i t y for  t he
wel l -bei n g of  t h e peop l e of t h e
p r ovin ces sh ou ld  r est  w i t h  t h e
Provincial Governments”.

Th e Con st i t u t i on  sou gh t  t o
balance these competing claims by
providing three l ists of subjects: a
Union List, with subjects such as
taxes, defence and foreign affairs,
w h i ch  w ou l d  b e t h e ex cl u s i ve
r espon si b i l i t y  of  t h e Cen t r e;  a
State L ist  of  su b j ect s, su ch  as
ed u cat i on  an d  h ea l t h ,  w h i ch
would be taken care of pr incipally
by the states; a Concur rent  List ,
under which  wou ld come subjects
su ch  as forests and agr icu l t u r e,
in which the Cent re and the states
would have joint  responsibil i ty.

An other  m ajor  debate in  t he
Con st i t u en t  Assem b l y con cer n ed  l an gu age.  M an y
member s bel ieved that  the En gl ish  langu age shou ld
leave Ind i a wi t h  t he Br i t i sh  r u ler s.  I t s p lace, t hey
argued, shou ld be taken by Hindi. However, those who
did not speak  Hindi were of a di fferent  opinion. Speak ing
in  t he Assem bly, T.T. Kr i shn am ach ar i  con veyed “a
warn ing on behalf of people of the South”, some of whom
threatened to separate from India i f Hindi  was imposed
on them. A compromise was finally arr ived at: namely,
that  while Hindi wou ld be the “official language” of India,
Engl ish wou ld be used in the courts, the services, and
communicat ions between one state and another.

Many In d ian s con t r ibu ted t o t he fr am ing of t he
Constitu t ion . But perhaps the most  important role was
played by Dr  B.R. Ambedk ar, who was Chair man of
the Draft ing Committee, and under  whose supervision
the document  was finalised. In his final speech to the
Consti tuent Assembly, Dr Ambedk ar poin ted ou t that
poli t ical democracy had to be accompanied by economic
and social  democracy. Giving the r ight  to vote wou ld
n ot  au t om at i cal l y  l ead  t o t h e r em ova l  of  ot h er
inequalit ies such as between r ich and poor, or  between
upper and lower castes. With the new Constitu t ion , he
said, India was

going to en ter  in to a l i fe of cont radict ions. In
poli t ics we wi l l  have equali ty and in social  and
economic l i fe we wil l  have inequ ality. In poli t ics

Fi g. 3  – Dr B.R. Ambedkar

Dr. B.R. Ambedk ar (1891-1956),
respectfu lly refer red to as
Babasaheb, belonged to a
Marath i-speak ing dalit family.
A lawyer and economist , he is
best known as a revered leader
of the Dalit s and the father of
the Indian  Const i tu t ion
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Fi g. 4  – Potti Sriramulu, the
Gandhian leader w ho died
fasting for a separate state for
Telugu speakers

Li n gui st i c – Relat ing to
language

INDIA AFTER INDEPENDENCE

we w i l l  be r ecogn i si n g t h e p r i n ci p l e of  on e
man one vote and one value. In our  social  and
economic l i fe, we shal l, by reason of ou r social
and econom ic st ru ctu r e, cont inu e t o den y t he
pr inciple of one man one value.

How were States to be Formed?
Back  in the 1920s, the Indian National Congress – the
main  party of the freedom struggle – had promised that
on ce t h e cou n t r y  won  i n dep en den ce,  each  m aj or
l i ngui st i c  group wou ld have its own province. However,
after  independence the Congress did not take any steps
to honour th is promise. For  India had been divided on
the basis of religion: despite the wishes and effor ts of
Mahatma Gandhi, freedom had come not to one nation
but to two. As a resu l t  of the par t it ion  of India, more
than a mil l ion people had been k il led in r iots between
Hindus and Muslims. Cou ld the cou ntry afford fu r ther
divisions on the basis of langu age?

Bot h  Pr i m e M i n i st er  Neh r u  an d  D ep u t y Pr i m e
Min ister  Val labhbhai  Patel  were against  the creat ion
of l i ngu ist ic states. Aft er  t he Par t i t i on , Neh ru  said ,
“disruption ist tendencies had come to the fore”; to check
them, the nation  had to be st rong and un ited. Or, as
Patel pu t it :

... the fir st and last need of India at the present
moment  is that  i t  shou ld be made a nat ion  …
Everything which helps the growth of nationalism
has to go forward and everything wh ich th rows
obstacles in  i ts way has to be rejected …   We
have applied this test to l ingu ist ic provinces also,
and by th i s test , in  ou r  opin ion  [they] cann ot
be supported.

That the Congress leaders wou ld now go back  on
their promise created great disappointment. The Kannada
speakers, Malayalam speakers, the Marathi speakers, had
all looked forward to having their  own state. The strongest
protests, however, came from the Telugu-speaking districts
of what was the Madras Presidency. When Nehru went
to campaign there during the general elections of 1952,
he was met  wi th  black  flags and slogans demanding
“We want Andhra”. In October of that year, a veteran
Gandh ian nam ed Pot t i  Sr i ramu lu  went  on  a hun ger
st r i k e dem an ding t he for m at ion  of Andh ra state t o
protect  the in terests of Telu gu  speak ers. As the fast
went  on, it  attracted much suppor t. Hartals and bandhs
were observed in many towns.
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Fi g. 5  (a )
Indian Provinces and Pr incely
States before 14 August 1947

On 15 December  1952, f i f ty-eigh t  days in to h is fast ,
Pott i  Sr iramu lu  died. As a newspaper pu t i t , “the news of
the passing away of Sr i ramu lu  engu l fed ent i re Andhra in
chaos”. The protests were so widespread and intense that
the central government was forced to give in to  the demand.
Thus, on 1 October  1953, the new state of Andhra came into
being, which  subsequ ently became Andhra Pradesh.

After  the creation  of Andhra, other l ingu ist ic communi t ies
a l so d em an d ed  t h ei r  ow n  sep ar a t e st a t es.  A St a t es
Reorgan isat ion  Commission  was set  up, wh ich  su bmitted
its report in 1956, recommending the redrawing of dist r ict
and provincial  bou n dar ies to for m compact  provinces of
Assamese, Bengali, Or iya, Tamil, Malayalam, Kannada and
Telugu  speak er s r espect i vely. The lar ge H in d i -speak in g
region of north India was also to be broken up into several
states. A l i t t le later, in 1960, the bil ingual state of Bombay
was divided into separate states for  Marathi  and Gujarat i
speak ers. In  1966, the state of Pu n jab was also divided
into Punjab and Haryana, the former for  the Punjabi speakers
(who were also most ly Sik hs), the lat ter  for  the rest (who
spok e not Punjabi bu t versions of Haryanvi or  Hindi).

The m ak ing of  Li ngui st i c
St at es

Pr incely States

Br it ish India
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Fi g. 5  (c) – Ind ian States in 1975

Fi g. 5  (b) – Indian States before 1 November 1956

*A state ceased to be a
“pr incely state” as and
when i ts pr ince agreed to
merger with India or
Pak istan or was defeated.
Bu t m any of these states
were retained as
administ rat ive u ni ts u nt il
31 October 1956. Hence
the category, “erstwhi le
pr incely states” for the
per iod 1947-48 to 31
October 1956.

Erstwh i le
Pr incely States*

Other  States

Activity

Look at Figs. 5 (a),
5 (b) and 5 (c).
Notice how the
Princely States
disappear in 5 (b).
Identify the new
states that were
formed in 1956 and
later and the
languages of these
states.


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Planning for Development
Lift ing India and Indians out of pover ty, and bu ilding a
modern technical and industr ial base were among the
m aj or  ob j ect i ves of  t h e n ew n at i on .  I n  1 95 0 , t h e
government set  up a Planning Commission to help design
and execute su itable policies for  economic development.
Ther e was a broad agreement  on  what  was cal led a
“mixed economy” model. Here, both the St at e and the
pr ivate sector wou ld play importan t and complementary
r oles in  incr easing pr oduct ion  and gen erat ing jobs.
What, specifically, these roles were to be – which industries
shou ld  be in i t i at ed  by t h e state and wh ich  by t h e
mark et, how to achieve a balance between the different
regions and states – was to be defined by the Planning
Commission .

In 1956, the Second Five
Year Plan was for mu lated.
Th i s focu sed st r on gly  on
the developmen t  of h eavy
i ndu st r i es su ch  as steel ,
and on the bu ilding of large
dams. These sectors wou ld
b e u n d er  t h e con t r ol  of
t h e St at e.  Th i s focu s on
h eavy i n d u st r y ,  an d  t h e
effor t at state regu lat ion  of
the economy was to gu ide
economic policy for  the next
few decades. This approach
had many strong supporters,
bu t also some vocal cr it ics.

St at e – Concerned with
the government. (Note
that  used in  this sense,
the word does not refer
to the different states
which are found in a
count ry.)

Fi g. 7  – Work  going on at the
Gandhi Sagar bandh

Th is was the fi rst  of the four
dams bu il t  on the Cham bal r iver
in  Madhya Pradesh. It  was
completed in  1960.

Fi g. 6  – The bridge on the
Mahanadi river constructed to
control the f low  of  w ater

Br idges and dam s becam e the
symbol of development in
independent India.
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Source 2

Nehru on the Five Year Plans

Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru was a great supporter of
the planning process. He explained the ideals and purposes
of planning in a series of letters he wrote to the chief
ministers of the different states. In a letter of 22 December
1952, he said that:

... behind the First Five Year Plan lies the conception of
India’s unity and of a mighty co-operative effort of all
the peoples of India … We  have to remember always
that it is not merely the governmental machinery that
counts in all this, but even more so the enthusiasm and
co-operation of the people. Our people must have the
sensation of partnership in a mighty enterprise, of being
fellow-travellers towards the next goal that they and
we have set before us. The Plan may be, and has to be,
based on the calculations of economists, statisticians and
the like, but figures and statistics, very important as
they are, do not give life to the scheme. That breath of
life comes in other ways, and it is for us now to make
this Plan, which is enshrined in cold print, something
living, vital and dynamic, which captures the
imagination of the people.

Activity

Discuss in your class whether Mira Behn was
right in her view that science and machinery
would create problems for human beings.
You may like to think about examples of
the effects of industrial pollution and
de-forestation on the world today.


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Fi g. 8– Jaw aharlal
Nehru at  the Bhilai Steel
Plant

The Bh i lai  steel  plan t
was set  u p with  the help
of the form er  Soviet
Union in 1959. Located
in the  back ward ru ral
area of Chhatt isgarh ,
i t  cam e to be seen as an
important  sign  of the
development  of modern
India after Independence.

Some felt  that  i t  had put  inadequate emphasis
on  agr i cu l t u r e.  Ot h er s ar gu ed  t h a t  i t  h ad
neglected pr imary education. Sti l l  others believed
t h at  i t  h ad  n ot  t ak en  accou n t  of  t h e
environmental implicat ions of economic policies.
As Mahatma Gandhi’s follower Mira Behn wrote
in 1949, by “science and machinery he [mank ind]
may get huge returns for  a t ime, bu t u lt imately
w i l l  com e desol at i on .  We have got  t o st u dy
Nature’s balance, and develop ou r  l ives with in
her  laws, i f we ar e t o su rvive as a physical ly
healthy and morally decent species.”
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The search for an independent foreign policy

India gained freedom soon
after the devastations of the
Second World War. At that
time a new international body
– the United Nations – formed
in 1945 was in its infancy.
The 1950s and 1960s saw the
emergence of the Cold War,
that is, power rivalries and
ideological conflicts between
the USA and the USSR, with

both countries creating military alliances. This was also the period
when colonial empires were collapsing and many countries were
attaining independence. Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru, who was
also the foreign minister of newly independent  India, developed
free India’s foreign policy in this context. Non-alignment formed
the bedrock of this foreign policy.

Led by statesmen from Egypt, Yugoslavia, Indonesia, Ghana
and India, the non-aligned movement urged countries not to
join either of the two major alliances. But this policy of staying
away from alliances was not a matter of remaining “isolated” or
“neutral”.  The former means remaining aloof from world affairs
whereas non-aligned countries such as India played an active
role in mediating between the American and Soviet alliances.
They tried to prevent war — often taking a humanitarian and
moral stand against war. However, for one reason or another,
many non-aligned countries including India got involved in wars.

By the 1970s, a large number of countries had joined the
non-aligned movement.

Fi g. 9  – Jaw aharlal
Nehru and Kr ishna
Menon arr iving at the
United Nat ions

Kr ishna Menon led
the Indian delegat ion
to the UN between
1952 and 1962 and
argued for a pol icy of
non-al ignm ent .

Fi g. 1 0  – Leaders of
Asian and African
countries meet at
Bandung, Indonesia
1955

Over 29 newly
independent states
part icipated in  th is
famou s conference
to discuss how
Afro-Asian  nat ions
cou ld cont inue to
oppose colon ialism
and Western
dom inat ion .
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The Nation, Sixty Years On
On 15 August  2007, India celebrated sixty years of its
existence as a free nation. How wel l  has the cou ntry
done in th is t ime? And to what extent has it  fu l fi l led
the ideals set ou t in its Constitu t ion?

That India is st i ll  united, and that it is st il l  democratic,
are achievements that we might just ly be proud of. Many
foreign observers had felt  that India cou ld not survive
as a single country, that i t  wou ld break  up into many
parts, with each region or  l ingu ist ic group seek ing to
form a nation of its own. Others believed that it  wou ld
come under m il itary ru le. However, as many as thir teen
general elect ions have been held since Independence,
as well as hundreds of state and local elect ions. There
is a free press, as wel l  as an independent  ju diciary.
Finally, the fact that  people speak  different languages
or pract ise different faiths has not come in the way of
nat ional  u n i ty.

On the other hand, deep divisions
per s i s t .  D esp i t e con st i t u t i on al
guarantees, the Untouchables or, as
they are now referred to, the Dalits,
face violen ce and d iscr im inat ion .
In  many par ts of ru ral  India they
ar e n ot  al lowed access t o wat er
sou rces, temples, parks and other
public places. And despite the secular
ideals enshrined in the Const itu t ion ,
t here have been  clash es between
di fferent  rel igiou s groups in  many
states. Above all, as many observers
have noted, t he gu l f  between  the
r ich  and the poor has grown over the years. Some parts
of India and some groups of Indians have benefited a
great deal from economic development. They l ive in large
houses and dine in expensive restau rants, send their
children to expensive pr ivate schools and tak e expensive
foreign holidays. At  the same t ime many others cont inue
to l ive below the poverty l ine. Housed in urban slums,
or  l iving in remote vi l lages on lands that  yield l i t t le,
they cannot  afford to send their  children to school.

The Constitu t ion recognises equal ity before the law,
but in real  l i fe some Indians are more equal than others.
Judged by the standards it  set itself at Independence,
the Republ ic of Ind ia has not  been a great  success.
But it  has not been a failu re either.

INDIA AFTER INDEPENDENCE

Fi g. 1 1  – Dharavi in Bombay is
one of  the w orld’s largest slums

Notice the high-r ise bu i ldings in
the background.
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Let’s recall
1. Name three problems that the newly independent

nat ion of India faced.

2. What was the role of the Planning Commission?

3. Fill in  the blanks:

(a) Subjects that were placed on  the Union
List  were _________,  _________
and _________.

(b) Subjects on the Concurrent List  were
_________ and _________.

ELSEWHERE

What happened in Sri Lanka
In 1956, the year the states of India were reorganised on the basis of language, the Parliament
of Sri Lanka (then Ceylon) introduced an Act recognising Sinhala as the sole official language
of the country. This made Sinhala the medium of instruction in all state schools and colleges, in
public examinations, and in the courts. The new Act was opposed by the Tamil-speaking minority
who lived in the north of the island. “When you deny me my language,” said one Tamil MP,
“you deny me everything.” “You are hoping for a divided Ceylon,” warned another, adding: “Do
not fear, I assure you [that you] will have a divided Ceylon.” An Opposition member, himself
Sinhala speaking, predicted that if the government did not change its mind and insisted on the
Act being passed, “two torn little bleeding states might yet arise out of one little state”.

For several decades now, a civil war has raged in Sri
Lanka, whose roots lie in the imposition of the Sinhala
language on the Tamil-speaking minority. And another
South Asian country, Pakistan, was divided into two
when the Bengali speakers of the east felt that their
language was being suppressed. By contrast, India has
managed to survive as a single nation, in part because
the many regional languages were given freedom to
flourish. Had Hindi been imposed on South India, in
the way that Urdu was imposed on East Pakistan or
Sinhala on northern Sri Lanka, India too might have
seen civil war and fragmentation. Contrary to the fears
of Jawahalal Nehru and Sardar Patel, linguistic states
have not threatened the unity of India. Rather, they have

deepened this unity. Once the fear of one’s language being suppressed has gone, the different
linguistic groups have been content to live as part of the larger nation called India.

Fi g. 12  –  Gun-carrying Tamil militant  –
a symbol of the civil w ar in Sri Lanka

Let’s imagine
You are witness to an
argument  between an
adivasi and a person
who is opposed to the
reservation of seats
and jobs. What m ight
be the arguments you
heard each of them
put forward? Act  ou t
the conversat ion .
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(c) Economic planning by which both the state and
the pr ivate sector  played a role in  development
was called a _________ _________ model.

(d) The death  of _________ spark ed off such violen t
protests that  the governmen t was forced to give
in to the demand for  the l ingu ist ic state of Andhra.

4. State whether true or  false:

(a) At independence, the major ity of Indians lived in
vil lages.

(b) The Const itu ent Assembly was made u p of members
of the Congress party.

(c) In  the first  nat ional elect ion, on ly men  were allowed
to vote.

(d) The Second Five Year Plan focused on the development
of heavy industry.

Let’s discuss
5. What did Dr  Ambedkar mean when he said that

“In polit ics we will have equality, and in  social
and economic life we will have inequality”?

6. After  Independence, why was there a reluctance to
divide the country on lingu ist ic lines?

7. Give one reason why English cont inued to be used
in India after  Independence.

8. How was the economic developmen t of India
visualised in  the ear ly decades after  Independence?

Let’s do
9. Who was Mira Behn? Find ou t more abou t her life

and her  ideas.

10. Find ou t more abou t the language divisions in  Pak istan
that led to the creat ion of the new nat ion of Bangladesh.
How did Bangladesh achieve independence from Pak istan?

INDIA AFTER INDEPENDENCE
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