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V. K. Pipersenia, IAS
Chief Secratary

| am happy to nole that Azsam s among the pioneer States, which have been
providing free textbooks 1o all shudents from Ka-troni o Class VIl aver the past
several years. This has helped in increased enroiment in the slementary classes and
meetng goal of universalsaton of School Educaton n the Stale.

It is indeed very encouraging that, the State Goverrment has now decided 1o
pive emphasis lo make Secondary Educaton sccessible and a®ordable to all. As is
well known, tha cosl of lexlbooks for Class I and X = much higher than that of
lower classes and many poor parents are not able 1o provide textbooks to thesr
wards Keeping this n view. the State Govermmen! has decded to provcda free
{extbooks to all students shudying in Class IX and X in all Govemnment, Govermmernt
aided and provincialized schools from the academic year 2017. We believe that s
Indtiative will grva & further impetus o the movemsnt of makng school educabon
affordable and accessibia to all, regardiess of their fnancal stahs. Tha indiatrve wall
plso heip tha State Govermnment o reahre the Sustainable Development Goals
(50Ga) wall ahaad of 2030

| compliment Education Department for this noble gesture and cal vpon al
students to make full use of this facdity by excelling in their shudies. | alsa wish the
Department of Education and the Assam Stale Textbook Printing amd Pubication
Corporabon Lid. a greal success In this endeavour.

{ V. K. Piperaenia )
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