15 THE OUTSIDER

~ A. WARMER

[« How are the physically or visually challenged persons similar |
or dissimilar to the normal people? Discuss the differences and
similarities.

o How are these persons generally viewed/ treated by people?

I’m handicapped and wheelchair bound
Expected to sit and not make a sound -

Just to smile and let the world go by

With saintly pdljcnce and never sigh.

Inside my head thoughts come and go

Ideas are born which long to flow

Flow from my lips and link me with others
But words sOund strange as no ;)m; bothers.
My toﬁgue énd lips do not as I ask

I cannot perform the simplest task

ButI have a mind and I’m still there
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Don’t lock me out in your 1g110rance there.
‘Talk though I seem not to understand
Totich me, include me, hold my hand
Iam alive anid I have time to give
Let me share in the life I was given to live.
' Anonyw
GLOSSARY AND NOTES L

" handicapped(adj): unable to use a part of the body easily due to an injury or
illness _3I&TH
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bosnd(adg | forced or compelled (in. this  sitmation{" 6 use a
. wheelchair) URTIR T4 7 (@iftq)
expected (v): ‘ ‘supposed adfm
saintly patience (noun phrssg) :showing patience like a saint Te] 41 wfgwar
sigh (v): Nt takea deep breath HUE-T .
strange (adj): : awkward Igqd
ignorance (ﬁ): i lack of knowledge II=SITIdl, =M=

~~~~~~~

B. LET'S COMPREHEND
B.1. THINK AND TELL
B.1.1. Answer the following questions orally:
1. Whoisthe ‘speaker?
2. What kind of dlsablhty do you think hc suffers from? How do

‘3. How does the speaker want the others to treat him?

4. Howdo -nonpal_ gc_;‘gp_le bc}:__lavc with the speaker?
B.1.2. State whether the following statements are true or false:

1. The spcakcr is unable to move his limbs.

2. . The speaker is mentally challenged.
3. Hecan perform s1mple tasks
4. He des1res to be treated equally by others
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B.2. THINK AND WRITE

B.2.1.Tick ( v ) the most appropnate options that complete the

following statements and give reasons in favour of the options
selected:

1. The speaker is expected to
(a) complain |
(b) share his grief with others
t C) maintain his silence
- 2. The speaker is eager to
(a) have someone to guide him
(b) express his thoughts and feelings
(c) dispel his fear of immobility
3. The speaker is grieved on account of
~ (a) the behaviour of others towards him
(b) his disability
(c) his inferiority complex

B.2.2. Answer the following questions:

1. What kind of a life does the speaker lead?

2. Why does the speaker say: “I have a mind and I'm st1}l there”?
" Discuss his state of helplessness.

. 3. Why does he call the normal people ignorant?

4.  Are differently-abled people inferior to others? Give reasons
for your answer. . :
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C. WORD STUDY
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C.1 Fill in the blanks with suitable words from the box given below:

free special - ability feelings unable
person physical imagination beloved

I am a differently abled . I don’t consider myself as
.My deformity has not affected my mental
. Although,Iam ____to move my body, my spirit remains
. 1 express my through songs. In my
I travel wherever I want to go. I’'m also God’s child.

D. RHYME TIME
Read the following lines:

I’m handicapped and wheelchair bound. Expected.to sit and not
" make a sound

The words ‘bound’ and ‘sound’ end with a similar sound ; therefore
they can be called rhyming words . Pick out as many rhyming

words from the poem as you can and write them down in the
space provided below:

E. LET’S TALK
Discuss in class the following:
“Should differently abled persons be treated as equals?”

Students should also be encouraged to share their experiences (if
any) of interacting with such persons.
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F. COMPOSITION

Write a paragraph on the ‘Life of a Disabled Person’.
Your paragraph should include the follawing pomts :
e nature of disabifities'persons suffer. from .+ -i.; ot
o what problems they face. - - . ....... E R
«  what support they need - N
e how people treat them
‘e responsibility of the society towards them” " “* -* ¢ v Lo
G. TRANSLATION _
Translate the following into English: oy
Hel W W TP JR T ae | F T W olfe g7 o) o Rt
 Uget & SRT B T | Sever AR R ff w8 @ v o 1§ R § e
e W 7% ugen | geel A W R @ o7 Sl § F A e | ool i
= 3 BRI UHSHY SoMT | ﬁwmﬁﬁﬁﬂmmwaW| SIGL]|
i T W TIT D IO W TG Y S aRER gars Rar | ol e

W%ﬂélﬂ#mﬁwﬁaaﬁéﬁnﬁmmlwmﬁgﬁw
fears ot |

H. ACTIVITY
H.1. Response session

The following questionnaires can be circulated in class for
students’ responses:

* Do you have any friends with limited eyesight?
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Can you name any famous people without eyesight?

e

What are the main causes of physical disabilities in India?

What sort of jobs do the peoplé without sight do?

*  What things can the people without sight do better than those with
sight?

e What facilities do our school have for the disables?

Sensitising students to the visually challenged persons:

Close your eyes with a handkerchief. Try to walk up to the
blackboard.Pick up a chalk and try to draw something on the
blackboard. Share your experiences with class.

* & ¥
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