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1. Reservation of seats in legislature is needed to ensure meaningful political
participation of women and to make the democratic process truly inclusive.
Discuss the statement in the light of 108th Constitution Amendment Bill.

(150 words) 10
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2. Discuss the issue of reservation in promotions for SCs and STs in public
employment in the light of various judicial pronouncements and
constitutional amendments. (150 words) 10
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3. Highlight the reasons behind underperformance of the Autonomous

District Councils (ADCs). How can their performance be improved?
(150 words) 10
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4. Highlighting the rationale behind continuance of the Official Secrets Act,
critically discuss whether the Right to Information should be given
precedence over it. (150 words) 10
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5. Write a short note on India Enterprise Architecture (IndEA) framework.
Highlighting its main principles, examine how its full fledged
implementation can improve the existing governance landscape of India.

(150 words) 10
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What is the rationale behind having a mandatory 'cooling-off' period for
retired civil servants? In light of numerous instances of violation of this
provision, do you think there is a need to have a relook at Civil Services
Conduct Rules? (150 words) 10
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7. Highlighting the key features of POSHAN Abhiyan, explain how it is an
improvement over previous interventions in achieving the goal of
malnutrition free India. (150 words) 10
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| 8. Highlighting the need of generic medicines in India, give an account of the
reasons behind their lower availability and adoption. Also, mention some
steps taken by the government in this regard. (150 words) 10
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9. Give an account of the challenges that the multilateral rule-based trading
system is facing. With special focus on WTO, discuss how these challenges
can be addressed effectively. (150 words) 10
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10. Highlight the major impediments affecting India-US trade relations. What
possible consequences can the recent withdrawal of Generalized System of
Preference (GSP) have on India-US trade relations? (150 words) 10
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11. In a democratic setup, it is imperative that independence be balanced with
accountability. Discuss in the context of judiciary in India. (250 words) 15
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12. Despite various strengths, there are certain weaknesses in the existing

structure of departments of the government which render the system slow

and cumbersome. Analyze. (250 words) 15
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13. In the light of criticism surrounding the composition and functioning of
Rajya Sabha, do you think it exists merely as a secondary house of the
Parliament? (250 words) 15
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14. Despite legislative changes with respect to funding of political parties in
recent years, many challenges still exist with regards to transparency in
electoral funding. Discuss. Can state funding of elections help in addressing
these challenges? (250 words) 15
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15. Successful and long-lasting urban transformation critically depends on
reforming the way our cities are governed. In this context, highlight the
challenges plaguing urban governance in India and suggest some strategies
to overcome those challenges. (250 words) 15
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16. Explain the role that SHGs play in poverty alleviation in India. Highlighting
the shortcomings of the SHG-Bank Linkage programme, give some
suggestions to improve its performance. (250 words) 15
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17. Despite initiatives taken by the government in recent years to address the

challenges of the Indian higher education system, many reforms are still
required to improve its quality and enhance its relevance. Analyse.

(250 words) 15
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18.

Giving an account of the progress made under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, mention the challenges that it faces in achieving its target. How can
the implementation of the programme be fast-tracked? (250 words) 15
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19. Island nations of the Indian Ocean hold immense strategic value in shaping

the geopolitical contours of the region and ensuring maritime security of
India. Discuss. (250 words) 15
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20. Development assistance, a key instrument in India's foreign policy, has
seen a considerable expansion in the past few years both in its scope and
reach. Elucidate. (250 words) 15
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