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sentence Improvement

Questions based on Sentence Improvement are designed io lest a cgndidutek‘knoayiedge of Engh‘sh Grammgr E,TJ
Vocabulary. In such guesiions a senfence iz given with a parl underlined or given in bold type. For this pan some¢
alternatives are given below the sentence. You have o choose the option which improves the senteance, if !_-’m senferce 7
correct us it is and ro improvement is required, choose ‘No improvement’ Sound knowuledge of grammatical rules gog
ronstani practice can make you able o sofve such quesiions.

Exercise 1

Directions {C.Nos. 1 1o 100} ir guestions given befow, o part of the sentence is ungerfined. Below are g:'ve_*n aiternotives to
the underlined part which may improve the sentence, Choose the correct giternative. In case no improvement i needed, option
{d) is the answer.

1.

He could not logk anything in the dark room. 7. Other countries have eradicated this disease lan yeas
{a) Kook at o) see aga.
[c) see theough [d) No impravement (a) eradicated (b) had eradicated
_ , B le) did eradicated [d) Ho improvement
He was fined for careless ¢ 4 8. We were not the wiser for all this efforl to explaw the
{a} got fined () fined 1 case to us.
[c) was to be fined [d) No improvement {a] none fbl meither
We look forward to hear from you. it} nevertheless {d) Mo improvement
(a] hearing {B] hawe heard 9. 1f [ stood alone in defence of truth, and the whole
() listen {d] No improvement world js banded against me and againsl truth. | would
When the examinations were over Anil and me went fight them all.
to aur native lown. (a) will be banded (b} were banded
fal me and Anil (e} banded {d) Wo improvement
i) Anil and | 10.  During his long discourse, he did not touch thal pout
(c) ! and Anil [3) tauch upon [ty touch on
(dl Mo improvernent [o) touch of id) No improvement
Will you Kindly open the knot? 11, He has noj and can never be in the good books of 35
{3] untie {bh break employer because he lacks honesty. .
Ic) loose id} No improvement 1) has ot and cannot be
ﬁdmmg' g the significance of techmical educetion ‘for :':]] :: :g: ;Tn{::d":::rnbcm b
. PPNy country, the government lald aside & large {d] No impro ver e
on it during the las plan-period. provement
() laid up (b} set aside : 12. This matter admits of no excuse.
le¥ \and qut [d) No impr ent (al’ admits to fb) admits from

fc] admits id) No improvemanl




1

o

i

™

ou have come here with a view to insull me,
5 10 jnsulting me ) of mnsulting ”'Ii.‘. .
(¢} for msulting me e} Mo improvement
Fﬂ;;lug iﬂ‘#ﬁ?ﬁ?&f&i&'ﬁ:m understanding we know
. LTF 3 little of love secrets
p) ittle about life's seerets
icl nothing about life's secrets
fdl No improvement

Not @ word they spoke to the unlomupale wife aboul

it

.[ai did they speak b) they will speal

(c) they had spaken
ore than one person was killed in the accident.
(a) were killed (bl are killed

[d have been kiltled ld] Mo improvement

] No IMprovemen)

if he had tme he will call you.
fa) would have (o) would have had
fe) has [d] No wnprovement

His powerful desire brought about his downiall
[b) His desire far power

{a] Hs inlense Qesire
[t} No improvement

c) His fatal desire
put her, had made an allempt.

fa) All, but she, (b) All, but hersell,

fc) All, but her, {d] Mo improvement

I hope vou vividly remember the premier ol the film
when I, my wife and you were present in the hall,
(b} wou, | and my wile

[d] Mo improvement

(al my wife, | and you

lc) my wife, you and |
With a thundering roar the huge rocket soared up
from the launching pad.

[a) flew up (b) went upwards

{d] Mo improvement

[c] tock off
My opinion for the film 15 that it will bay the national
award.

() opinion to (b) opimion about

{d] No improvement

le} opinion on
he would be coming late

He sent 3 word to me that
[a] sent word
() had sent 3 word
(c) sent words
[d) No improvement
It became clear that the strangers were heading inlo a
Serous disaster,

e} along (b) towards
) for (d) No improvement
Fifty lm are not a great distance in these days of fast
vehicles.

fa) s not 5 great distance (b s no distance
¢} aren't 3 great distance [d) No improvement
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I am used to hard work
[a) work hard
(e} hard working
It was indeed a shock lor her,
recovered lrom il
la] singe
[¢) afterwards [d) Mo improvement
There is dearth of woman doctor in our state. We shall
have to recnut some from the other stales
{a] women doctor
{b) woman ductors
{¢) women doctors

(d) Mo improvement
The poor villagers have waited 1n the bitter cold for
more than four hours now.
fal have been waiting (b) had waited
[¢] has been wailing (d} Mo improvement

(h] work hardly
(d] Ho improvement
put she has later

(] then

Most donors would seriously protest any effort to
extrapolate from such limuted data.

{a) protest against [b) protest al

[¢) protest to {d) Mo improvement
The greatest thing in style is to have a use of
melaphor.

[al knowledge (b) command

[e) need [d) Mo improvement

In fact, il it hadn't been for his invaluable a vice on
so many occasions | wouldn’t have achieved anything
in my life.
lal remarkable advice
le] priceless suggestion
To get one’s name in the Rowland Ward's book of
hunting records was the hot ambition of every senous

hunter.

(b) valuable advices
[d] No improvement

{a) extreme (b] burning

{c] high {d] No improvement
| have lived in Delhi since 1 was four,

[al am living () lved

(¢} had lved [d] No improvement

My friend was in hospital for a week after an

accident.
{al through
le} for

[b) following
{d) Mo improvement

| want you to clearly understand that matter.
[a) you clearly to understand
() you to understand clearly
le) 1o clearly understand you
[d) Mo improvement

If you cross the line, you will be disqualificd.
{al cross upon the line
(b) erosc on the line
[e) cross out the line
[d} No improvement
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38

39

40.

41

42.

45.

47.

Mo sooner h I;_-;L;gt,y_r_n_eg_l_hqu_l_c_‘__t_llan s mother (e

happy.
{a) had he returned home when

(b} he had returned home than
{c) did he return home than
[d] No improvement
There is no more 1ooi for you in this compartment
{a) There 15 no more seal
(b) There 15 no more space
(¢} There is no mare aCCOmMITK idation
(d] No improvement
Young men and women should get habituatied 1o
reading and writing about current alfairs
{a) used (b) prepared
- el trained {d) No improvement

While crossing the highway a hve yeart
knocked out by a passing car.

{al away (b) up

(c] down (d) No improvement
Every tima | go in a Lt lo my sixth floor a
remembar the calm and seremty of my
home in the village.

{a) move in a lift

{c) take a lift

He found a wooden broken_chair in the room.
{a) wooden and broken chair
{b) broken wooden char
(c) broken and wooden chair
(d) No improvement
had been brighter, 1 would have been
hile before bed tme.

ld child was

partment, |
ancestral

{b) ascend in a lift
[d) Mo improvement

If the roo
able to read for a W
[a) If the room was brighter
(o) If the room are brighter

(c) Had the room been brighter

(d) No improvement
Practically every part of the banana tree is used by

man.
(a) each part (b) any parl
{c] most part (d) No improvement

disturbed, I sat down 1n my easy

[ won as a prze.

(b) | have won as prize
(d) Mo mnprovement
Varanast until

Hoping not to be
chair to read the book,
{a) | had won as a prize
(c) | had to win as a prize

s father won't be able to leave for
they have arrived.

{a) until they arrive

{b) until they will have arrived
- [c) until they will arrive

(d] No improvement
The company goes to great length to ensure
emj:_lin-,rem can__be comfortable In their
environment.

{a) are comfortable

(¢} should be comfortable

that
work

{b) will be comfortable
{d) No impravement
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60.

could not contacl him over the phone,
{a) why he wrote the letter was sinee
fb] tor wiich he wiote the letler because
fc) why he wrote the letter was that

Ihl et S0 h'f ]'“‘ wiole I.hF I'E“.
W : B o BT Wasg bEtﬂ

[d] Mo improvenmnent
| shall be grdh-'lu] Lo Yol il you are of hel
: are of help o me noy
[b] would help '
(d} Mo improvernen

[al help
lc) helped

Will you lend me lew rupees in this hour of neegp
fa] lend me any rupees (b) borrow me 3 few rupees
fc) lend me a few rupees  (d) No improvement

Ile should move on to the next poinl, and not EEE
uﬂi.'_bll‘l.ﬂﬂ only.

{al harp on sting only

(b harp only one stang

{cl hard upon ong strng only

(d] Mo improvement

Please make it a point o send your letter al my

address,
(a) on my address
fc] in my address

The demonstration
[a) passed out
[¢) passed on
This telephone number is not _existing.
(a] has not existed
[b] does not exist
[c) has not been existing
[d) Mo improvement
enls coOMe 4cross new wards, [ ask

(b) to my address
[d) Mo improvement

passed oll peacefully.
(b) passed away
(i) Mo improverment

Whenever my stud
them to_look for them in the diclionary.
{a) to look it up {b) to look them up

{c) to look at them [d] No improvement

Please remind me of posting these letters to mY
relatives.
{al by pusting
lc] far posting
Il you are living near
ready to_bear the disturbances caused by
{a) to bear ugon {b) to bear with
{c] 1o bear away [d) Mo improvement

I shall not go until 1 am invited.
{a) till | am invited
fb) Unless | am invited
(c) if not | am invited
{d) Mo improvement

[ took the cycle which he hought esterday:

a) that he bought yesterday
(b) that wiich he had bought yesterday

f¢) that he had bought yesterday
() No improvement

[b) to post
{d) No improvement

a market place you should be
trathe.

[e——
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had attended the meeting, you
efited a great deal.

fa) could benefit
(c] benchited

wauld have

(®) would benefit
[d} No improvement
The cloud of mistortunes appears 1o haya
fa) over (6] up
fc) away ([d] Mo imprevement
We hag nothing to eat since By clock, this moming,
{a] have had nothing bl has had nothing
{¢} did have nothing [d} No improvement
are not clear a i it §
mutu e Ea dit.?tt'?c::;rt;f meaning of a word, it is
{a] look for (bl loak at
i1 look up {d} No impravernent
They are social insects, living in communities,
requlated by definite laws, each member of scciaty

bearing well-defined and separate part in the work of
4 colony.

(a] who are living in commpnities
(bl Iving amang 3 community

Il who lives with 3 community
(0] Mo improvement

blown out.

The dissidents hold a great problem in avery poliical
party.
{a] couse
(¢) posa

(b} give
(@] Mo improvement
Mot long back, in Japan, a mysterivus nerve gas
afected a large number of people.
la) effectee {b) infected
I} infested {d) Ne impravement
As she was suffering from high fever, sha could not
fyce the examination.
fa] bear {b) suffer
Ie) vake (d) No improvement
As he is past his teens now, he can look tor himzelf,
la) after bl to
Ie} around (0] No improvement
Either he or [ am going.
3] he or | are going ib] he & going or | am
I 1 or he is going id) No improvement

It will be no good trying to find an excusa next time,
8] 2 try 10 find {0} to wy finding
d trying finding {d) Mo improvement

We dig not sep this movie yet.

) have not seen

{d) Mo improvement

¥$ she's already paid me back, but I can't

» 50 'l have to take her word.
her word trye
i lo her at her word

ke her word for it

She gn
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When il was leared that the serfs might go too far ang
gain their freedom from serdom. the protestant
leaders joined the princes at crushing them.

{a) into crughing (b] in crushing

{t) without crushing (d] No improvement

In India teday many of ouwr intellectuals stil talk in
terms of the French Revolution and the Rights of Man
not appreciating that much has happened since then.

{a] much has been happening

) much had happened

{c) much might hagpen

(d) No imprevement

L

The e¢nd of the axaminations is an opportunjty tar
celebraling.

{a) chance
it} cccasion

[b) moment
id) No improvement
Cur office clock i5 not so correct as it should he, it is
usually five minutes fast.
{a) right
(¢] acouraic

(b1 requiar
i) No improvement

You cannet forbid him leaving.
[a] he kaving (b) his Ieaving
ic] him to leawe fd) No improvement +
] hope you won't object to me watching while you
work.
(3l against me watching
{bl me to watrh
fc) 1o my warching
(4l No improvement

But in all these cases conversion from scale have
wgll-fopmulated.

(@) can be wall-Formulated

i) are well-formylated

o) wel-formulsted

ld) No improvemant

The more they sam, more they spend.
(al More they earn, more thiey spend
(b} More they earn, the mare they spend
i) The mare they cam, the more they spend
[d) Mo improvement

Although India is stil) by far a poor countn it can
become rich if its na u )

tural and human resaw
fully ukilised. $ are
[a) few and far batween
o) by and large

[ch by and by
[ No improvement

Due to these reason we are all in favouwr of uwpiversal
compulsery education.

{a) Qut of these reasons

{b) For these reasons
(c] By thess reasons

{d} Mo improvernent
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ould like that all @M__c_hilﬂ@ o go lo

84,  While we w
er why they do not.

school, we need to pond
(a) that all the Indian children
(b) if all the children of India
(c} all Indian children
(d] No improvement
B5  You are wamned against _gﬂugi_tyﬂg
again.
(a) to commit
(c) against to commil

the same mistake

[b] for committing
(d) No improvement

86. The workers are hell bent at_getting what is due to

them.
{a) hel' bent on getung
(c) hell bent upon getung
87 He died in the year 1960 at 11pm on 14 July
{a) on 14 July In the year 1960 al-_f'lFm_._ o
(b) in the year 1960 on 14 July at 11pm
(c) at 11pm on 14 July in the year 1960

(d) No improvement
88 The logic of Berlin wall already had been undermined
pbut when the news came through that the wall itself
had been opened | jumped into a car
{al had been undetermined already
(b) had already been undetermined
(c] had been already undetermined
(d) No improvement
be conscious of their p
(b} need
(d) No improvement
e station if 1 knew

(b) hell bent for getting
(d) No improvement

89 Taxpayers are 1o rivileges.
(a) have 10
{c) ought 1@
gp. 1 would have waited for you at th
that you would come.
(a) had known
() was knowing
lc} have known
(d) No improvement
g1 No one could explain how
person like him could penetraté s

on his friends.

a calm and balanced
uch a mindless act

e e

9z.

93.

94.

95.

96.

g7.

98.

99.

100.

e

(b) perpetrate

(a) perpetuate
{dj Mo improvement

[c] precipitate
The old man felled some trees in the egard
hardly no effort at all garden iy

[a) hard effort

[c) a hardly any effort
y, | am sitting in a small Japa
Poland towards Berlin. i

[b) sat
(d] No improvement

(b} hardiy any effor
[d) No improvement

Five years ago toda

car, driving across
[a) was siting )
[c] have been sitting

Sumit had told me that he hasn't done it yet
(a) told o) tells

(c] was telling (d) No improvement

The record for the biggest tiger hunt has nol been
hen Lord Hardinge, then Viceroy of

met since 1911, w
India, shot a uger than measured 11 feet and 6

inches.
{a) improved (b) broken
(c) bettered (d) No improvement
Whatever to our other problems, we have no
shortcoming to cheap labour in India
(a) default (b} deficit
(c) ‘scarcity (d) No improvement
If he would have tried he would have succeeded.
(a) 15 tried (b) was tried
(c] had tried (d) No improvement

ol, if it shall rain_lomaorrow
{a) it would rain romarrow (b) it will rain lomOTow
(c) it rains toMOITOW {d) Mo improvement

Why the dinosaurs died out is_not kKnown.

(a) it is not known (b) the reason 15 nat known
{c) that is not known (d) No improvement

He is quite well now, except 4 slighl cold.

(a) except with 2 slight cold
(b} excepting @ slight cold
[c) except for @ slight cold
(d) No improvement

[ will not goto scho

Exercise

Direc*!ons (Q.Nos. 1 1o 24) Look at the underlined part of each sentence. Below each sentence, three possible -‘”b""“”j”?
for tI - underhned part are given, If any oné of them is better than the underlined part, indicate your response (a), (b) or (¢
none Jf the substitutions improves the sentence, your answer is (d).
cDs 2011-11 3.  The matter called up an explanation of his conduct
1 If 1 were you, I would do it at once: (a) out (b) in

(al was (b) am (¢) for (d) No improvement

fc) would be (d) No improvement 4 The accused refused having murdered anybody
v They set a strong guard, lest anyone could escape. (a) disagreed [b) denied

(a) would (b) might (c) declaimed (] No improvemen!

(d) No improvement

(c) should
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we need honest warkers, not people of redoypta ble

integnty. o
(a) doubting (b} doubitfyl
lf] doulithess ‘dl Mo mprovement

By the Hme h_e_al:rﬂd_, everybody

!J] when he arnved
(c} by which he arrived
There is no alternate, so we g leave now

(al altering
(¢ alternation

had gone home.

(b] at which he arrved
[d} No IMprovement

(3] alternative
[d) No improvement
| cannot listen what she is saying.

(a) hear what

{b) listen for wha
(c] listen to that

Id] No improvement
He is still in vigorous health although he

is
nght side of sixty. 5 on the
ol wrong [b) left
{':] negatnve |:(” No improvement

We are somy to hear regarding your father's death,

(b) over
[d] Mo IMprovement
Babu asked his fnend, "wlﬂre You went yesterday?”

fa] of
(¢] for

lal "Where did you go yesterday?
b} “Where you had gone yesterday?”
e} "Where you did go yesterday?
[d} Mo improvement

He lay on the grass enjoymng the sunshine,

2] laid b) lied
lc] led [dl Mo improvement

Some passengers were {lown o Paris on the last tnp.

fa) fied (b) fhed
&) flew [dl Mo improvement

Fifty miles are a long distance to walk.

lal 1 [b) become

[c] be [dl Mo improvement
Alter the vote was taken the meeting broke.

3] broke down (b} broke up

le] broke out {d) Mo improvement

16.
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24
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The speaker asked the audience 1o bear upan him for
a4 few minules more.

(a} on P RETH
{c) for [d) Mo improvement
Many  people  find it difficull  to make

both hands meet,
[a) both accounts
le] both ends meet

(b} both hand to mouth
(0] No impravement

I am afraid you two are at cross purpose.
la) are at cross-purposes
fb) are in cross-purposes

fc] are at a cross-purpose
[d] No improvement

Take care that you are not to be cheated.

{a) that you will not be cheated
(b] you will not be cheated

(c) that you are not cheated

_[dl Mo impravement

Can you tell me where has he_mej

{a) where has gone he

[b) where gone has he
[c) where he has gone

{d} No improvement
Mo sooner [ heard the shot when I rushed to the spot,
(3) No sooner | heard the shot than
(b) No sooner did | hear the shot when
{c) No sooner did | hear the shot than
[d) No improvement
Hardly he had entered the station, when the train

whistled.
(3] Hardly had he entered
[b) Hardly he entered
[e) He hardly had entered
{d] No improvement

Let's go for a walk, shouldn't we?
la] shall we (b} can we
(¢} can't we [d) Mo improvement

The teacher asked me what is the malter?

lal what was the matter

(b} what the matter ic
[c} what the matter was

{d] No improvement
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Exercise |

1. (b) 2. (d) 3. (a) 4. (b)
11. (¢} 12. (d) 13. (a) 14, (b}
1. (c) 22, (b) 23. (a) 24. {h)
31. (a) 32. (d) 33. (c) 34. (d)
41. (c) 42, (c) 43, (b) 44. (c)
51, (c} 52. () 53. (b) 54, (d)
61. (d) 62. (a) 63. (a) 64. (C)
71. (a) 72. (b) 73. (b) 74. (b)
a81. (c) 82. (b) 83. (b) B4. (c)
a1, (b) 92. (b) 43, (a) a4. (b)

Exercise I

1

0 =~ b LN & L3 PR3

9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

{d) The sentence needs no improvement

. (e} “Lest’ s always followed by should

(c) 'Call for something: means Lo need something

. (b) It should be ‘denied’
. {b) It should be ‘doubttul’

(d) The sentence needs no improvement.

(b)) It should be ‘algernative’
. (a) Ic should be "hear what'

{a) It should be ‘wrong’

fa) ‘hear of means 1o know about

(a) ‘where did you go yesterday” 15 the correct form
{d) The sentence needs no improvement

(d) The sentence needs no IMpravement

Answers
5. (a) 6. (b) 7. (a) 8. (a) 9. (b) 10. (b)
15. (a) 16. (a) 17. (€) 18. (b) 19. (a) 20. (c)
2s. (a) 26. (d) 27. (a) 28. (c) 29. (a) 30. (a)
as. (b} 36. (d) 37. (d) asg. (c) 39. (b) 40. (d)
45. (d) 46. (a) 47. (a) 48. (a) 49. (b) 50. (b)
55. (b) 56. (b} 57. (b) 58. (b) 59. (b) 60. (c)
65. (d) 66. (a) 67. (b) 68. (c) 69. (a) 70. (d)
75. (d) 76. (b) 77. (c) 78. (c) 79. (c) 80. (b)
8s. (d) 86. (c) 7. (c)  88.(b) 89. (a) 90. (3)
g5. (b) 96 (c) g97.(c)  98.(c) 9. (d)  100. (c)
14. (a) Fifty miles' in the sentence represents a single quanmity.
15. (b) It should be ‘broke up’
16. (b) ‘bear with somebody’ means to be patient with somebody
17. (c) ‘both ends meec' is the correct use.
18. (a) ‘are at cross-purposes ic the correct use
19. () Ir should be ‘that you are not cheated"
20. (c) It should be ‘where he has gone'.
21. (c) In the sentences starting with ‘No sponer’, inverted form of

verb and han are used.

22. (a) Inverted form of verb is used in the sentences starting with

"hardly’

23. (a) It should be ‘shall we'

. (c) "What the matter was’ 1s the correct use.




