India advancement in the Ancient Ages

As early as the sixth or seventh century B.C. Panini wrote his great grammar of
the Sanskrit language. He mentions previous grammars and already in his time
Sanskrit had crystallized and become the language of an ever-growing literature.
Panini’'s book is something more than a mere grammar. To has been described
by the Soviet. Professor Th. Stcherabatsky, of Leningrad, as one of the greatest
productions of the human mind Panini is still the standard authority on Sanskrit
grammar. Through subsequent grammarians have added to it and interpreted it.
It is interesting to note that Panini mentions the Greek script. This indicates that
there were some kind of contacts between India and the Greeks long before
Alexander came to the East. The study of astronomy was specially pursued and
it often merged with astrology. Medicine had its text books and there were
hospitals. Dhanwantri is the legendary found of the Indian science of medicine.
The best known old text books however, date from the early centuries of the
Christian era. These are by Charka on medicine and Sushruta bon surgery.
Charka is supposed to have been the royal court physician of Kanishka who had
his capital in the north-West. These text books enumerate a large number of
diseases and give methods of diagnosis and treatment. They deal with surgery,
obstetrics, baths, diet, hygiene, infant feeding, and medical education. The
approach was experimental, and dissection of dead bodies was being practiced
in course of surgical training. Various surgical instruments are mentioned by
Sushrutas, as well as operations including amputation of limbs, abdominal,
caesarean section, cataract, etc. Wounds were sterilized by fumigator. In the
third or fourth century B.C. there were also hospitals for animals. This was
probably due to the influence of Jainism and Buddhism with their emphasis on
non-violence.
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Precis: - Panini wrote his great grammar of Sanskrit in the 6th century B.C. This
grammar is the standard grammar of Sanskrit language. In ancient India, the
study of astronomy was merged with astrology. Medicine was also much
developed at that time, Charka wrote books on medicine and Shushruta wrote on
surgery. These books deal with many diseases and the methods of their
treatment. They also deal with surgery, obstetrics, hygiene and medical
education. Surgery was also much developed. The sterilization of wounds was
known to physicians of that time. Due to the influence of Jainism and Buddhism,
there were hospitals for animals in India in the third or fourth century.






