








were known as Nakashatras. A few of the
prominent constellations are discussed
below.

(I) Ursa Major or Big Dipper or Vrihat
Saptarishi

This constellation consists of 7
bright stars arranged in a pattern somewhat
resembling the shape of a big bear. The
stars marked 1, 2, 3 and 4 represent the
body and the stars marked 5, 6, and 7
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stars marked 1, 2, 3, and 4 form the cup of
the ladle and stars marked 5,6 and 7 form
the handle.

The stars 1 and 2 at the end of the
cup of the ladle are called pointer stars, as
they point in the direction of the pole star.
(ii) It looks like a question mark suspended
across the sky, where the stars 1, 2, 3and 4
form the curved path and the stars 5,6, and
7 straight line part of the question mark.

(iii) It resembles a kite having a long tail.

The Ursa Major is visible clearly in
the northern part of the sky in the summer
months, between April to September.

(2) Ursa Minor or Laghu Saptarishi or
Dhruva Matsaya

Ursa Minor constellation is also a
group of seven stars, similar to that of Ursa
Major. However, the stars in Ursa Minor are
closer and dimmer as compared to the stars
of Ursa Major. They form an outline of a ladle
or a kite. At the tail of Ursa Minor is a star of
average brightness. It is called pole star or
polaris. In Indian astronomy, the pole staris
called Dhruva Tara. Ursa Minor is clearly

situated at the far end of the ladle in Ursa
Major (stars 1 and 2). The star of medium
brightness in the direction of the above stars
is the pole star (Fig. 15.4). The stars 1 and 2
in Ursa Major which point in the direction of
the pole starare called pointer stars.

(3) Orion or Hunter or Mriga or Vyadha

Orion is another constellation of 7
stars and is one of the most magnificent
constellations in the winter sky. Its name in
Indian astronomy is Vyadha or Mriga. It
looks like a hunter with his shield and club
upraised (Fig. 15.5). The seven major stars
in it form the body of the hunter. The head
and limbs are formed by faint stars, not
shownin Fig. 15.5.
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