(LESSON - 4)

THE STONECUTTER

I PRE-READING

Hereis aJapanese folk-tale. Thefolk-taleis aboutastonecutter. He becomes
arichman, thenaking, thenthe sun, then cloud, then stone-cutter. Let's read
and enjoy.

1 WHILE-READING
° SGP-1

e  Read paragraphs 1 - 2 silently and answer the questions that follow.

1. Kaluwasapoorstonecutter. One day, it was hot, and Kalu did not feel like
working. He put his axe down and said, “l wantto be rich.” Suddenly, an angel
came down from heaven and said, “You shall be rich”. And so, Kalu became
rich. He ate and drank all day.

2. Oneday, hesawaking. Everybody bowed to him. Kalu said, “Moneyisn't
enough.lwantto be aking”. The angel came again, and made him a king.
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Now everybody bowed to him. Kalu was happy. One day, he was going
around his country. The hot sun burnt him. Suddenly Kalu shouted, “l want to
be the sun”.

e  Comprehension Questions:

What was Kalu?

Why didn’t he want to work ?

What did Kalu wantto become ?

Who said, 'You shallberich'?

What did Kalu do when he becamerich ?
What did he see oneday?

“Moneyis notenough, Iwanttobeaking” Who said ?
Who madeKaluaking ?

Why was Kalu happy ?

10. Whoburnthim? When?

11. Whatdid Kaluwanttobenext?
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e SGP-2

e  Read paragraphs 3-4 silently and answer the questions that follow.
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3. TheangelcameagainandturnedKaluintothe sun. Kalu burnt everything.
He burnt the faces of kings. He burnt the faces of therich and of the
stonecutters who were cutting stones. He was happy. But after some days,
he saw a cloud below him. It would not go away. Now he could not reach the
earthany more. The cloud was stronger ! And of course, the man wanted to
be acloud.

4. TheangelcameagainandturnedKaluintoacloud. The cloudrained every
day. People stopped coming out of their houses. The sun did not shine on
the earth any more. The man was overjoyed. He was stronger than the sun:
The people, the grass, the trees, everything was washed away by the rain.

e  Comprehension Questions:

Did the angel make Kalu the sun?

What did Kalu burn ? How did he feel ? Do you like him ?
Why couldn’t Kalu, the sun, reach the earth ?

What did Kalu wantto be next ?

Was Kaluturnedintoacloud?

Why did people stop coming out of their houses ?

Why did notthe sunshine onthe earth?

The man wasoverjoyed. Whois the 'man'inthe sentence ?
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What did the rain wash away ?
e SGP-3

e  Read the last paragraph silently and answer the questions that follow.

5. Butthenthe waterfell onarock. The rock did not move! Kalu saw this. He
shouted, “I wantto be arock!” And the angel came down and turned Kalu
intoarock. Therock did not move whenitrained. Butsuddenly aman with
an axe came and began to cut stones from the rock ! Kalu did not wantto be a
rock any more. The angel came down for the last time and said, “You shall be
a stonecutter”. So Kalu was a stonecutter again. He was poor, but he was

happy.
e  Comprehension Questions:
1. WhydidKaluwanttobearock?

2. DidKalubecomearock?
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3. Whydidn’thewanttobearockanymore?
4. Whatdidtheangeldothen?

5. WasKaluhappytobeastonecutteragain?

Il POST-READING

|I| Visual Memory Development Technique (VMDT):

Whole Text Find the paragraphs which describe Kalu as a
stonecutter, rich man, king, the sun, a cloud, a rock.

Part : Paragraphs5-angel, cloud, stonecutter

|Z| Comprehension Activities :
a. MCQs:

Choose the correct options and complete the sentences.

1. Kaluwas

A. arichman

B. a king
C. a stonecutter
D. afarmer
2. burntKalu, the king.
A. Thesun
B. Themoon
C. Thefire
D. Thematchbox
3. Kalu, thesuncould notreachthe earth because camein
his way.
A. acloud
B. astar
C. aneagle
D. anangel
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4. The people, the grass, the trees, everything was washed away

by

A. thestorm
B. thesea
C. therain

D. thewater

5. At last Kalu became

A. arock

B. astonecutter
C. awood cutter
D. alog

b. Kaluwas astone cutter. He went through five stages to become a
stonecutter again. These five stages are shown in the circle below. Name
the stages on thecircle.

/{Stonecutter \
( ) (
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c. Thefollowingsentences are from the story. Buttheyare notinorder. Read
the story and put them in right order. The first one is done for you.

“Moneyis notenough, | wantto beaking.”
“You shall be a stone cutter.”

And of course, the man wanted to be a cloud.
“lwanttoberich.”

He was poor, but he was happy.

“lwantto bearock.”

“lwanttobethesun.”

El Listening :

(a) Teacher givesdictation of 10 simple words of 3-4 letters from the text
like 'axe’, 'rich' etc. Students will write. Then, teacher corrects and
gives feedback.

NI

(b) Fromthe list of words given below, your teacher will read aloud
some words. You will tick the words while listening to your teacher.

List of words:
heaven, enough, around, suddenly, angel, again, overjoyed, people,

earth
E Speaking:
(@) Chain-drill :  “I'mhappyto be astone cutter again.”

(b) Dialogues/Role-play:

(Follow the steps as stated in previous lessons.)

Kalu :  lwanttoberich.
Angel : Youshallberich.
Kalu . lwanttobeaking.
Angel : Youshallbeaking.
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Kalu . lwanttobethesun.

Angel : Youshallbethesun.
Kalu . Iwanttobeacloud.
Angel : Youshallbeacloud.
Kalu . Iwanttobeastonecutter.
Angel : Youshallbeastonecutter.

El Vocabulary:

Allthe characters of your story are hiding in this cross-word puzzle. Try to find

themout.
A X N |7 S VA Y M 0]
F R W T D L P Q
R 1 C L 0] U D G H
O |2 K | N G S Vv T
3 A N G E L J K Z
M |4 R | C H M A N
H J 5°S U N | P S
w C \% T 0] X E G
D 0] X T Y VA W M
Vv I U E | H G L
X P N |6 R 0] C K M

Clues: All the words are built around the word what Kalu was. Now write the
words.

1. 2. 3.
4. 5. 6.
7.

El Usage:

(a) Seethesentencebelowandfillinthe gaps choosing words from the box.

The cloudis stronger than the sun. Therefore, Kalu wanted to be cloud.
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(i) Amountainis thanasquirrel.

(ii) Acoconuttreeis thanamangotree.
(iii) Cottonis thaniron.

(iv) Acarruns than a bicycle.

(v) Aseais thanariver.

lighter, mightier, larger, taller, faster

(b) Look at the following sentence.
The pen is mightier than the sword.

The describing word ‘mightier’ isinits comparative form. It compares 'pen’
with 'sword'. It takes the word 'than' after it. All words of comparison take
'than' after them.

Rewrite the following sentences using the words in brackets in their
comparative forms. Oneis done foryou.
(i)  Myuncleis(young) my father.

Ans.- My uncleisyoungerthan my father.

(i) Mangois (sweet) pineapple.

(iii) Kashmiris (cool) Kanyakumari.

(iv) Elephantis (big)lion.

(v) Sunis(big) moon.

(vi) Ankitis (smart)Swagat.
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(c) Noticetheunderlined wordsinthe sentencestaken from your lesson.

° He put his axe down.

e  Oneday, he wasgoingaround his country.

e TheangelcameagainandturnedKaluintoacloud.

e Thepeople, thegrass, thetrees, everything was washed away.

° He saw a cloud below him. It would not go away.

In each sentence the first word underlined is a doing word or a verb. When a
verb takes another word as underlined, it changesin meaning. For example,
'wash' meansto clean something with water. When 'wash' takes 'away' after
it, it means carried away by water/ flood etc.

Now match the ‘two word-verbs’ in ‘A’ with their meaningin ‘B’.

A B
putdown made change
goaround disappear/ go out of sight
turninto carried away by water
go away put/place onthefloor
wash away visit nearby places

Writing :
Answer the following questions:

i What was Kalu ?

ii. Whatdidhebecome?

iii. Whoturnedhiminto different forms?
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Vi.

Vii.

viii.

Xi.

Xii.

Was he happy with riches ?

Why was he happy asaking?

How did the sun put himinto trouble?

How did Kalu, the sun, harm the people?

Why couldn’t Kalu, the sun, reach the earth?

What did Kalu do when he became a cloud?

Why did Kalu not want to become arock anymore?

What did the angel make Kalu at last?

Why was Kalu happy to be a poor stone cutter ?




Mental Talk:

“Ourwants are unlimited.”
“Be happy with what you have.”

@ Let Us Think:

Think about the following ways of life.
We should not be mad like Kalu to possess more and still more. It leads to
sorrow and dissatisfaction.

Tail-piece

e Readthefollowingtextand answerthe questions that follow.
Text

PUNARMUSHIKA BHABA

In aforest lived a rishi- a saint. He lived on fruits only and most of his time
spentin prayer and meditation. Hardly having any contact with humans or
creatures, he lived a very very lonely life. Once arat came and lived in his
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cave. When the rishi was in meditation, it ran about nibbling scratches of a
fruitand played pranks with the rishi. At times it climbed over the monk when
he was in meditation. But the rishidid not mind, rather enjoyed its pranks.
Both developed friendship and loved each other. The monk enjoyed the
activitiesand the company of the rat.

Asthe rishibecame his friend, the rat had no one to fear. He lived happily
and undisturbed till a wild cat came to live nearby. The cat could not go out
for fear of getting killed. One day, therefore, he requested the rishi,” Great sir,
make me a cat or else | cannot live happily for fear of the cat.” “So the rishi
said 'tathastu’- letitbe soand turned theratintoacat.

The cat and the rishilived happily together. The cat moved around the
rishiwhen he was in meditation. At times, it sat on the lap of the rishi when he
meditated. The rishi enjoyed this very much, more than the company of the
rat.

The cat lived happily and undisturbed till a jackal came to live nearby.
The cat could not go out for fear of getting killed. One day, therefore, it
requested the rishi, “Great sir, make me a jackal or else | cannot live happily
for fear of the jackal”. So the rishi said, ‘tathastu’ and turned the catintoa
jackal.

The jackal and the rishilived together happily. The jackal acted as the
guard of the rishi. It did not allow small creatures to getinside the cave. The
rishi enjoyed the song of the jackal “Hooke hoo , Hooke hoo” in the evening
and early morning. Earlier in the rat's and cat's time he failed to know the
arrival of morning and evening. The day and night got mixed up and was, in
fact, one for him. For thisvery reason, he liked the jackal more than the cat.
He, therefore, enjoyed the company of the jackal more than that of the cat.

The jackal lived happily and undisturbed till a tiger came to live nearby.
The jackal could not go out for fear of getting killed. One day, therefore, it
requested therishi, “Great sir, make me a tiger or else | cannot live happily for
fear of the tiger”. So the rishi said, ‘tathastu’ and turned the jackal into a tiger.
But nosoonerdidthe jackal become a tiger, it wanted to kill the rishi. The rishi
was shocked and to save himself, he uttered 'Punarmushika bhaba- ‘Be
mouse again’-and turned the tigerinto arat.

Word Note:
angel : amessengerfrom God, 60990
bow(v) : showrespectbybendingbody oryourhead, Q& Q2iia gdia @de!
heaven : aplacewhere peoplethink God orthe gods live, g6l
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