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Federalism

Overview

In the previous chapter, we noted that vertical division of power among

different levels of government is one of the major forms of power-

sharing in modern democracies. In this chapter, we focus on this form

of power-sharing. It is most commonly referred to as federalism. We

begin by describing federalism in general terms. The rest of the chapter

tries to understand the theory and practice of federalism in India. A

discussion of the federal constitutional provisions is followed by an

analysis of the policies and politics that has strengthened federalism in

practice. Towards the end of the chapter, we turn to the local

government, a new and third tier of Indian federalism.
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What is federalism?











    

 



    









    


    

    


  

     

     
   









Though only 25 of the world’s 193 countries have federal political systems, their citizens make up 40 per cent of the

world’s population. Most of the large countries of the world are federations. Can you notice an exception to this rule

in this map?

Source: Montreal and Kingston, Handbook of Federal Countries: 2002, McGill-Queen’s University Press, 2002.
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What makes India a federal country?
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 Has your village / town / city

remained under the same State

since Independence? If not,

what was the name of the

earlier State?

 Can you identify names of three

States in 1947 that have been

changed later?

 Identify any three States which

have been carved out of

bigger States.

How is federalism practised?
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Here are two cartoons showing the relationship between Centre and States. Should the

State go to the Centre with a begging bowl? How can the leader of a coalition keep the

partners of government satisfied?
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Linguistic diversity of IndiaLinguistic diversity of IndiaLinguistic diversity of IndiaLinguistic diversity of IndiaLinguistic diversity of India
















































 


 





 






 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

N — Stands for negligible.

Source: http://www.censusindia.gov.in
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Decentralisation in India
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What do these newspaper clippings have to say about efforts of decentralisation in India?
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