CHAPTER

| gioms and Phrases

. gnd Phrases Fm:m an esaenf:‘izl part of any language. They add power, meaning and crigpness to our

W o preﬂ""“"" conversations and writings. There is a huge bank of idioms, phrases and proverbs and we do nof

- Mtﬂ use them @ enhance the beatty of the longuage. Idioms and phrases do have on ornamental value but more
are iools which can be used lo get the desired impuct.

usually comprised of very few words but encompasaad in them is & deep mesning. So, when one s

ﬁ"iﬂ;_ they

at a

o Idioms 87

mprecsive manner using them.

tor words, idioms can easily come to the rescue. We can put forth our thoughts more effectively and in #n

iz a flipside to it as well. In our eagerness and enthusiasm to impress others, we normally do not spend any

]
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LA blessing in disguise Something good that isn't
recognized at firsc

2 A Chip OR your shoulder Being upser for something
that happened in the past.

1 A dime a dozan Anything that is commoen and easy o
B

£ A doubting Thomas A skeptic who nesds physical or
personal evidendce in order to betieve something,

5 4 drop In the bucket A very small parc of something
big or whole.

A fool and his money are easily parted Irs easy for a
foolish person to lose hisfher meney.

7. A house divided against itself cannot stand Everyone
imoived must unify and function togecher of It will not
work ouL.

%A hopard can’t change his spots You cannot change
Who you are.

9‘*”1_"! saved is a penny earned DBy not spending
mongy, you are saving money (lictle by licde).

A pewre paints a thousand words A Visal

0 Pesentation is far more descriptive than words.

:::“ of cake A rask that can be accomplished very

N aa
A4 on the wrist A very mild punishment.

wderstanding the meaning of the phrase.
ly can entirely change the meaning or twiat the truth.

It is very crucial to do thie because uging an idiom

ill add value and power to our expreesions, only if we use them correctly and efficiently.
me important idioms and phrases to highlight these paints:

12, A taste of your own medicine When you are
mistreated the same way you mistreat others

14, A soss-up A result thac is still unclear and can go either
way.

15. Actions spaak louder than words It's better (o acrually
do samerhing chan just calk abouc it.

16. Add fuel to the fire Whenever something is dore o
make a bad sicuation even worse than it is.

17. Against the dock Rushed and short on time. -
18, All bark and no bite When someone is threatening
and/or aggressive but not willing to engage in 2 fight.

19. All Greek to me Meaningless and incomprehensible like
someone who cannot read, speak, or understand any of
the Greek language would be.

20, All in the same boat When everyone is facing the same
challenges.

21, Any arm and a leg Very expensive, a large amount of
money.

7. An axe to grind To have a dispure with someons.

23. Apple of my eye Someone who is cherished abowve all
athers

24. As high as a kite Anything that is high up in the sky.

25. At the drop of a hat Wiling @ do something
irmmediately.
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3. Back seat driver People who (nonze fram Lhe sidelines,
much ke soumeone BIVIFIE uwanted advice from the
Back seat of 2 velncle to the driver

27 Back to square gne Having (o srart all over agan.

75 Back o the drawing board When an atrempt farls and
it's mme to start all over.

7¢ Baker's cozen Thirreen.

30 Barking up the wrong [ree A mistak
sormethmg you are [ryng Lo actneve

31 Beat a dead horse To foree an rssue that has already

e made

ended.
32 Beating around the bush Avoiding the main topic. A

speakuyg directly about the issue.

33 Bend over backwards Do whatever it takes to help.
willing ro do anyching

34 Between a rock and a hard place Srue
very bad ophons

15, Bite off mare than you can chew To t
that 15 way o big.

35. Bite your Tongue O avord ralking,
37 Blaod is thicker than water The family bond is closer

k berween (wo

ake on a rask

rhan anything else.
318, Blue moon A rare event of occurrence,
35 Break a leg A superstitous way [0 53y ‘good juck’
withour saymng ‘good Juck’, but rather the opposite.
lemon To purchase a vehicle that consntly gives

ming after you drive it away.
is not adeguate

50. Buy a
problems or stops fun

41, Can't cut the mustard Someans wha
enough o compete of parcicipare

47 Cast iron stomach 5Somecne who has no problems,
complicauions or 1l effects with eating anything of
dnnlung anything.

43, Charley horse Suffness in the leg / 2 leg cramp.

44 Chew someone out Verbally scold somepne.

45 Chow down To ear
6. Close but mo cigar To be yery near and almast
accomplish a goal, bur Rl short.
47, Cock and bull story An unbelievable cale.
48. Come hell or high water Any difficult situation of
obstacle.
::I- gﬂk someomne up To make someone laugh.
. Cross your fingers o hope tha ing h
i the w2y you v & 1a ope that something happens
1. Cry over
o ﬂtlt milk When you complain about a loss
52 ;
- E‘T wolf Irutentionally raise a false alarm,
i of Joe A cup of coffec.
Nt a dan tsl::u::;n Being inquisitive can lead you

Cut to the chase Leave cut all the unngcessary 4,
Cady

55
aned just get 1o the poind

56 Dark horse One who was prevously unknown ang
NG PROMINENt. 4

57 Dead ringer Hundred percent denncal, 2 duphcare

g Devil's advocate Sameone who takes 2 pasition for o
sake of argument without bebewing that paruculyr sud:
of the argument, 1t can also mean one who presents
counter argumen: for 3 posiion they do believe n, g
another debater.

59, Dog days of summesr The haottest days of the summe
season.

&0 Don’t count your chickens before they hatech Dony
refy on 1f unbil you are sure af i.

&1 Don't look a gift horse in the mouth When someone
guves you 2 gift. don’t be ungrateful.

62 Don't put all your eggs in one basket Do not pue al

your resources In one possiliLy.
63. Doozy Something pursanding.
&4. Down to the wire samerng that ends ac the fau

minute or lasts for a fow seconds. |
maasures When you are

5. Drastic times call for drastic
to fake exiremely

extremely  desperate  you need
desperare acoions.

6. Drink like a fish Te drink very heaviy.
7. Drive someone up the wall To irnate andjor annoy

very much.

68. Drapping like flies A
falling il or dyng. .

69. Dry run Rehearsal. A dumnmy run or show.

70. Eighty six A certain item is no longer available or thi
idiormn can also mézn, O throw away.

71 Elvis has left the building The _show has come [0 an
end. it's 2/l over.

22. Ethnic cleansing Killing of a
group on a massive scale. ..

I[n.in,'gi.a.e optimistic. ever

73 Every cloud has a silver
difficult tirmes will lead o batrer. days.

74, Everything but the kitchen siph, Almost even
and anything has been included., -

75. Excuse my French Please forgive me for CUsIng

76, Feeding frenzy An aggressive setack on sareone By @
group.

7. Field day An enjoyable day or ci
78, Finding your feet To become more
whatever you are doing. -

29, Finger licking’ good A veoy tasty food or mesl

¢ willing“or wanting t© changt

80, Fived ‘in your ways NoO :
from your normal way of doing something

N
farge number of people airher

B |
certain echnic of religeous

hing

reUATsEnce.
o miortable 17




Something that shows Potential or
n ;h;ms in the beginning bur fails o deliver
::| ) [h‘e Eﬂd

ﬁ;m " A swap meet. A place where peaple gather

ell inexpensive goods.

g o # yiood This idiom €an mean living matenal of
; ach peop‘e are made of or it can refer 1 SOMzone’s
i bwd TO raise your micldle finger a; SOMmeane.

| ilfﬁpth:; che mout To be enraged and show i
ﬁfaﬂ“r gold on pyrites, a worthless rock that resembleg
R L] -

:ﬂ!’i Kkiss An open mouth Kiss where tongues touch,
3}.:““ ap mlrL:hes To go from being very poor 1o
ﬁ - VET'}" weall 3"‘

l:-::r dy An old-fashioned and folisy pe of
@

panty This idiom can mean either. “the whole
g OF ~completely nude™.

o Famy Barm A mental institutional facilicy.

2 Gee down 1o brass tacks To become serious 3bou
pmething.

g Get over it To move beyond something thar s
hothefing you.

9 Get up on the wrong side of the bed Someone who i
having a hofrible day.

% Ger your walking papers Ge fired from a job,

% Give him the slip To gec away from, o escape,

4. Go down like a lead balicon
an audience, '

% Go for broke To gamble everyching you have.

B o out on 2 limb Put yourself in a tough pesition in
order t0 suppart someone/somerhing,

. Go the extra mile Going above and beyand whatever is
requited for the task at hand. - -

M. Good Samarftan Someone who hel
¥t in need, with no discussion for

L of a reward.

"2 Graveyard shify Working hours from abgut 12 : 00 am
0830 am, the time of the day when most other pecple
e sleeping .

% Gt minds ghink alitee inceligenc people think ke
€ath other_

b g’““‘ "o The waiting room, aspecially for those who

" ¢ ®hout 10 g0 on 4 Ty or radio show. *

E““;-u-. f&l A personal intuition you ger, especially

6 Hagey scmething rmay nat be right
mﬁﬂ:‘:‘ Waste Quickly doing things results in a

To be received badly

ps others when they
compensarion, and ro

107

108,
104,
i0l.

117,

12,

113,
114,

s,
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Hat trick When one player scores three goals in the
same hockey game This idiom can also mean three

scores in any other sport. such as 3 homeruns, 3
touchdowns, 3 soccer goals, etc.

Have an axe to grind To have a dispute with someone,
He lost his head Angry and overcome by emations,

Head over heels Very excited andfor joyful, especially
when in lgve,

Hell in a hand basket Deteriorating and headed for
compiete isaster.

High five Slapping palms above each others heads as
celebration gescure.

High on the hog Living n luxury.
Hit the books To study especially for a cest or exam,
Hit the hay Go to bed or go to sleep.

116 Hit the nail on the head Do something exactly right or

112,
118,
119
120.

121.

122,

123

124,

53y someching exacrly righ.

Hit the sack Go te bed or go to sleep.

Hocus pocus In general a term used in magic or trickery.
Hold your horses Be patient,

icing on the cake When you already have it good and
get something on top of what you already have,

Idle hands are the devil’s tools You are maore kkely to
BeT i trouble if you have nothing ¢o do.

If it's not one thing, it's another When one thing goes
wrang, then anacher, and anacher,

In like Flynn Yo be easily successful especially when
sexual or romantic,

In the bag To have someching secured,

125 In the buff nude.

126 In the heat of the mome

127,
128,

129,
130.
131.

132,
133
134,

135

134,

nt Overwhelmed by whac is
happening in the moment.

In your face An aggressive and bold confrontarion,

it takes two to tango A two person conflict where
both people are at fault.

It's a small world You freq
in different plac_es.

Its anyone’s call A competition where the ourcome is
difficult to judge or predice.

Jaywalk Crossing the street From
using the erosswalk,

Joshing me Tricking me,

Keep an eye on him You should carefully watch him,
Keep body and soul together To earn a sufficient
amount of money in order o keep yourself alive.

Keep your chin up To remai
situation,

Kick the bucket Die.

wently see the same pecple

the middle without

n joyful in 3 tough
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across,  EmMerImHs called

137. Kitty-corner Dragonally
earty-corner as weil.

138 Kmee jerk reaction A quick reaction that
you Lime o consider something carefully (It 15 always

disapprovng).
139. Knock on waod Knuckle tappng on wood in order o
avord some bad luck.

140 Know the ropes To understand the decails.
141. Last but not least An intraduction phrase to ler the

audience know that the [ast person mentioned 15 no less
important than those introduced before humiher.

142, Lend me your zar To poliely ask for someone’s full
ZCLENTION.

143 Ler bygones be bygones To
disagreement or argument.

144, Let sleeping dogs lie To avoid restarting a conflict.

145 Let the cat out of the bag To share a secret that wasn't
suppose [0 be shared. )

146, Level playing field A fair competition where no side has
an advantage.

147 Like a chicken with its head cut off To act in a
frenzied mannet.

148, Liquor someone up To get someong dru

145, Long in the tooth Old people or horses.

150. Loose <annon S0Meone who is unpredictable and can
cause damage if not kept in check.

151. Make no bones about To state 3 fact so there are no
doubrs or objections.

152. Method to my madn
appeat Mmeaningless brit

reason.
153, Mumbo jumbo Nonsense of meaningiess speech.

154, Mum’s the word To keep quiet, (0 53y norhing.
155. Nest egg Savings set aside for future use.
156. Never bite the hand that faeds you Don’t hurt anyene

that helps you.
157. New kid on the black Someone new [O the group of

are{a)
158. New York minute A minute that seems [o £0 by
quickly, especially in a fasc paced environment
159. No dice To not agree, to not accept a proposition.
160. No room to swing a cat An unusually small or confined

space.

doesn't alkow

forget about 2

nk

ess Strange or crazy actions that
in the end are done for a good

161. Not playing with a full deck Someone who lacks
incelligence.

162 Off on the .
relationship mﬁ:mn:i foot Getting a bad starc on a

163, OF '
stmg:nm No longer have t¢ deal with @ tough

164. OFf the recerd Something sawd n confide
speaking doesn't want anributed o h1m!h:.:e that cne

155. On pins and needles Anxous or nenvo
. Us. especual

antcipation of something, n

166, O the fence Undecided

167. On the same page When multiple pecple all zpree on

the same thing.
168 Qur of the blue Something that suddenly ng

unexpectedly occurs
Out on a limb When someone puts themself in 2 ngky
situAnon.

Out on the town To enjoy yourseif by going our
Over my dead body When you absclutely will n
aliow something to happen.

172. Over the top Very excessive.

173 Pass the buck Avoid responsibility by giving it to

someone else.
Padal to the metal To go full speed especially while

driving a vehicle. _
175, Peeping tom Someone who observes people in the
nude or sexually accive people - mainly for his owm

gratification.
Pick up your ears To liscen very tarefully.

pig in a poke A deal that is made withour firs

examining fe.

178. Pig out To eata [ot and ear it quickly.

179, Pipe down To shut-up of be quiet.

180. Practice makes perfect By constantly practicing you
will become better.

181. Pull the plug To stop somethin

an and.

182, Pulling your leg Tricking somec
183. Put a sock in it To tell noisy person of a grou

)

170,
171,

174,

176,
T#7.

g,to bring something (o

ne as 2 joke.
p oo be

quieL.

Queer the pitch Destroy of nii_ﬁ 2 plan,

Rain check An offer ar deal that is dedlined right now

but willing to accepr later.

186. Raining cats and dogs A very
SCorm.

187. Ring fencing Separa

protection pspecially project funds.
ime [0 get out of.bed and get ready bt

184,

185.
loud and noisy ram

_188. Rise and shine T

work/school.
buiit in one i wan
180. Rome was not i day I you e ime

ta be completely propery then it going o

150. Rule of thumb A rough estimate.
191, Run out of steam To be compretely out of enefgy-

182 Saved by the bel Saved at the fast possibie mament

red usual judgernent 2 guarantee

¢ something




3 ¢ Someone else whe takes the blame.
4 “‘FMI To escapg and not have to pay,

_ﬁisﬂﬁ 4 dog To be very sick with the ay, or a cold,
S

5 cing shotgun RIGng in the frone passenger sea of ,
» -

sense A paranormal sense rhag
]ig.], mmﬂ"U";’ca“ with the dead.

) yow The rundown area of a city where the homeless
,-ﬁ;nddluﬂ users live. i

arat To detect someone in the group is betraying
.l'ﬁ' he u[hgl's.
something fishy Detecting char something isn't

it ight and there might be a reason for it

.3]1 con of 2 guP A sCamp.

zﬂl'l southpaw Someone who is lefi-handed,

mSPiﬂj“; image The exact likeness or kind.

. St from scratch To do it all over again from the
begnning.

. The ball is In your court It is your decision this time.

0% The best of both worlds There are owo choices and

" you have them bath,

a7 The bigger they are the harder they fall While the
bgger and scronger opponent might be a kot more
difficult to beat, when you do they suffer 2 much bigger
hoss.

1k The tast straw When one small burden after another
rreates an unbearable situation, che last straw is the last
small burden that one can take, -

1p. The whole néne yards Everything all of it

' 710 Third times a charm After no succes'slﬁthe first two
umes, the third try 15 a lucky one,

. Fie the knot ‘To get married.

12 Tl the cows come home A long time;

13 Tomake a story short Something someane would
ay during a long and boring story in arder o keep
Wisther audiencé from losing atvention. Usually the story
®¥n't shortened. '

allows you 1o

et oopropriote one.

DS 2009.1

b aow BY BLOW

18} Eruptions in' quick succession from a gitat volcano
b Continuously raining with thunders -~ - -

(€} Deseribe an event as it occurred in every detail

K A rapld decine of business leading ta its closure
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214. To steal someone's thunder
something someone else did.

215. Tongue and cheek Humor, not ra be taken serigus

216. Turn a blind eye Refuse to acknawled
know is real or legrt.

Twenty three skidoo To be turned away.
218. Under the weather Feeling ill or sick

219. Up a blind alley Going down a course of action that
leads ¢ a bad outcome.

220, Use your loaf Use your head, chink smart.
221. Van Gogh's ear for musle Tone deaf

222. Variety is the spice of life The mare experiences you
try the mare excicng life can be.

223 Wag the dog A diversion away from something of
greacer importance,

224. Water under the bridge Anything from the past that
isn't significane or imporcant anymore.

225 Wear your heart on your sleeve To openly and freely
EXpress Your emogions,

To take the crediy for

g something you
297

£26. When it rains, it pours Since it rarely rains, when it
doss it will be a buge storm.

227, When pigs fly Something that will never ever happen.

228. Wild and wooelly Uncultured and withourt laws.

229 Wine and dine When somebody is treated to an
expensive meal,

230. Without a doubt For cercain,

231 X marks the spot A phrase that is said when someone
finds something hefshe has been looking for.

232. You are what you eat In order to stay healthy you
must gae healthy foods,

233. You can't judge a book by its cover Decisions
shouldnt be made primarily oh appearance.

234, Yeu can't take it with you Enjoy whar you have and
not what you don't have, since when you die you cannot
take chings such as mongy with you,

235. Your guess is a5 good as mine | have no idea

236, Zero tolerance No crime or law breaking big or small
will be overipoked.

v - EXercise
M {QNos 1 to 20) Yeu are given four afternative r'neanings to each of the jollowing idinms/ohrases. Choose the

2. BY HOOK OR BY CROOK

{s] In a completely insane manner
(b} in whatever way one can

(t] Being very evil and destructive
[d) To be very tenacious
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3. CHOCK-A-BLOCK

fa] Filled to capacity

{b} Mot being abie to fuifil one's desices

{c] Blocking sometody's path to progress

{d) Suffocation cavsed duc to living in 3 congested area
4. A FEATHER IN ONES'S CAP

{a) Accumulating more money o property

{b] Taking more burden on oneself

[c) Being felicitated for one's artistic merits

Id] Something achieved that conslitutes a victory

5. FOR GOOD

fa) For a good cause ib) Temporarify

i) Pernanently ld) Serinusty
CDS 2008-11
6. BANK UPON
fa) Accumulate (b) Consequent upon
lc) Guess (d) Depend upon
LUMNDER DURESS
{a) With superstition (bl According to merit

fe] Under compulsion {d) In good faith
THREW DOYWN THE GAUNTLET

{a) Challenged (b) Protested
() Defeated (d) Surpassed
9 IN THE GUISE OF
[a] In the cloak of ) In the colour of

lc) In the semblance of  (d) In the pretence of

10. CAUGHT UP WITH
{a} Conversed [b) Tackled

CDS 2007-1
11. A BREAD AND BUTTER LETTER
[a] An appointment letter
th) A contract termination fetier
Ic) A letter to thank a host
fdl A request to get donation for a noble cause

[t} Amrested  (d} Overiock

12. CLOAK AND DAGGER

(a] Invplving intngue ib) To become

{c] Family feud (d) Fond of }um\::;mk
13. A FAIR CRACK OF THE WHIF

fal Te go out for morning walk

i) To get a fair chance

(] To get unexpected suceess

{d) Ta be routed

14. THE WORSE FOR WEAR
la) Wom cut (o] Improbable
fc) Far off {d) Frightening

15. IN THE CLEAR
(a} Without any money
(b] Without any knowisdge of traditions
fe) Very friendly
{d) Mo longer in danger
16. TAKE UP THE CUDMGELS
{a] To support somebody  [b] To start 3 new busines
[c) To go on a holiday id] To refax
17. AS THE CROW FLIES
fa) To wander in jungles (b in 3 straight Jine
(c] To pratect environment (d] To traved ta a foreign land
18. TO CHAMP AT THE BIT
fa] To be careless in making preparations
bl To show off
(c) To be restiessly impatient
{d] To win in a toumament

19. WITH A FLEA IN ONE'S EAR
2] To know secrets (b} To have severe headache

fc) Ta be rebuked [d) To flatter someone

20. PIF IN THE SKY

fa} Beautiful surroundings {b] Event uniikely to happen
{c] Rainy seas0n {d) Foreign traditions

Answers

1. (£} ‘Blow by biow’ means to describe an event as it occurred in

eviry detail
Z. (8) "By hook or by crook’ mean in whatever way one can.
3. () “Chocka-block’ means very full of things of people.

4 ) °A feacher in one's cap’ means an action that you can be

poud  of
5. 42) Wor goodt means permanently.
g ilﬂ Back l"‘:":m""""'E“"'“'Ek?ﬁiﬂ'ﬁ:lu|:='|:.\1"|n.
3 {:]1 s s means under compulion
) Yo down the gaunder’ means challange
m“, oF means in the pretance of

11. (@) ‘A bread and butter letter’ means ah appoinamens letter.

12 (o) ‘Cloak and dagger means secret and mysterious

13. (b) ‘A Rir crack of the whig' means to get a fair chance

14. {a) The warse for wear’ means wom out

15. {d) ‘in the dear’ means no longer in danger.

16. (o) Take up the cudgels’ means (o defend or upport
someliendy.

17. (b} “As the crow Ries’ means in a straight kne.

18. {c) Te chamyp at the bir’ means 1o be resclesdy impatkent
19. () "With a flea in one’s ear'” means to be rebuked

20, (b) ‘Pie in the sky’ rmeans an eveny which seems unliteh 19



