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1. The PM-AASHA scheme is aimed at improving procurement mechanism as
well as ensuring remunerative prices for farmers. In this context, highlight
the various components of the scheme and discuss the concerns associated
with it. (150 words) 10
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2. Explaining the concept of blended finance, discuss the role it can play in
mobilizing capital for infrastructure development in developing countries

like India.
(150 words) 10
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3.  Discuss the challenges faced in the revival and revamp of dry ports in India
and state the measures that can be adopted in this regard.
(150 words) 10
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4. Monoculture is one of the major threats to ensuring food security and
sustainability of Indian agriculture. Discuss. (150 words) 10
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5. While highlighting the impact of single-use -plastic on health and the
environment, state the recent efforts taken by the government to curb
plastic pollution in India. (150 words) 10
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6. Aapda Mitra — a force of volunteers from across India trained in disaster
response — is becoming a game changer in the field of disaster
management in the country. Elaborate. (150 words) 10
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7.  Why is the rise in lone wolf attacks considered as a serious challenge for
security agencies around the world? Highlight the role of the internet in
exacerbating such attacks. (150 words) 10
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8. The fundamental inefficiencies embedded in our military structures and
processes are now being addressed through a slew of defence reforms in
the country. Discuss. (150 words) 10
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9. In light of the recent establishment of the WHO Global Centre for
Traditional Medicine in India, discuss the advantages and challenges in
mainstreaming traditional medicine in the country. (150 words) 10
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10. Nano Urea Liquid has the potential to transform farming in India and across
the world by improving productivity while reducing environmental
pollution and input cost. Discuss. (150 words) 10
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11. Discuss the domino effect of high crude oil prices on the Indian economy.

Also, enumerate the measures that India can take in this context.
(250 words) 15
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12. The consistent high operating ratio of the Indian Railways is indicative of its
incapability to generate high operational surplus. Explain the reasons
behind this trend. Also, highlight the remedial measures taken by the
government in this regard. (250 words) 15
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13. Micro food processing sector is the key driver of growth in the Indian
economy as it encourages food processing innovation. In this context, state
the challenges faced by the micro food processing sector and discuss how
the recent initiatives taken by the government aim to address them.

(250 words) 15
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14. Despite efforts by successive governments, equitable growth remains
elusive and income inequality continues to persist in India. Discuss.
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15. Stating the factors that determine the employment situation of an
economy in the long-term, discuss the measures that are needed for India
to address its unemployment problem. (250 words) 15
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16. In view of the rapidly increasing socio-economic damage caused by
disasters, integrating Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) into development
planning requires an effective stakeholder engagement mechanism.
Discuss. (250 words) 15
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17. Provide an account of the existing carbon trading mechanisms in India.
Also, discuss the significance of an efficient carbon trading market in the
country and state the challenges that currently exist. (250 words) 15
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18. The menace of drug trafficking in India has been on a rise due to a mix of
factors, both internal and external. Discuss. Also, state the challenges
posed by drug trafficking to India's national secu rity. (250 words) 15
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19. The Andaman and Nicobar islands’ strategic significance in the Indian
Ocean region (IOR) has been underplayed by India’s policy of ‘masterly
inactivity and benign neglect’. Critically discuss.
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20. India has recently commissioned the world’s first large International Liquid-
Mirror Telescope (ILMT). How will the newly commissioned telescope aid in
India’s astronomical observations and research? (250 words) 15
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