- 5. HOMONYMS

Homonyms are WO!dS that have the Same -or almost the 5 O unc1at on: l)ll
ame pl‘ nO 1 t

Example ‘Aught and ‘ought’ sound
"‘ought’ means “should’ as is clear frgm the sxentesrltt?e‘sl;all)-elevl"t aught means anythmg' and
Tell me frankly, if you have aught to say
We ought to obe} our parents

PRACTICE SET

})r:m:zg:nss enItre ::ecsh ?Lz::st;z‘on below are gwen two sentences numbered I and I
3 omonyms arée given in italics type, which
either mts-spelt or znappropnate in the context of the senteilbe's. Rel:d b'bitl;f tll:

senternces_carefully anid d
toocls, _fu y . ecide on thetr correctness -on’ the basis af the ttaltctsed

. Give answer

(@), if only sentence I is correct
‘o), if only. sentence II is correct
. {¢), if both the sentences I. and II.are correct

@, if I as weli as II are incoFiect, but both could be made correct by

"l:II Now a'days it it “not- w1se to be

“interchanging the italicised words; -

I." This drawer is the deposttary of my .

pnvate letters.

depos:tory of other’s valuables.

.He -was being. laughed at for h1s

: l9L . I". Qumme is an efﬁcaclous phystc for

anttc gesture

~ {e), if neither I nor II is correct and th
\ e sent ’
: zlntecrchangtng the ttaltctsed words. ence could not be made corred by
1. i Tllnnons are used in war. : " - o 1L Anticue arﬁcles are’ pnced much
e (l;‘reeta cleals with lngh canons of . these days uc
o T Kgra 1(tiy and religion. 10. I.- This is the best statwnar_y sho i
. ordnaonce declaring Presxdents © - our locahty : : i
:uée in the state has been 1ssued " 111 saw a stationery van there.
. oday.. . 11 - I The tragic tal . '
e II. The o;dznancn depot is sxtuated far . man aﬁ'fdtedaall rtll"::a.r :htflgrl;ll the o
. 1 . Zv;?ln::lml Stl’:: 2\"ttyst;NABARD 1994) II. The humane - attitude of the new -
o .
e I1. Raj Kapoor'is-a skilled artist. : malrali)gfllr :ﬁlcatt‘l‘dn: prﬁmhf;ge
o L Z::sorsz}:l“;lg‘a n;;t. interfere " in- ones .. 12. "L ‘Ghosts are not corporeal beings. Y.
ir :
I Saints care little fi )
I1. The persone!l of ICS:were ' o o o
proud of 13.. I. ‘A
. thl“ pIos:ltlons durmg the - Bntxsh -""'entl,roelc;rtlyc errupiln eng‘ulfed the
_ u Baias el
s L e'in India . II. Alexander’s iruption is a memorable
& L is - on “account of- hlS extenswe . eventin Ifidian history. .
- Se?r“ra;w s}emce that people detfy hlm . 14. 1. He is‘respected for his peity. -
e ere »
. : II. Have pity on th R -
_ 1I. Xe éhould not defy_ the authonty of ‘15. 1. He 1Istywrapte }:xosr in- pleasurable :
6. 1 “The Government plans to take L e,
some :
. sanitory measures in the state. L Il.'ittléitt?gzd to her song W1th rapt
i, ;[;hreo:agr;t)tgry condltxon of the town 16 I. <T:think this electnc metre is faulty
. I. You should talk to. your boss m a . . i ;dig:;;e o mkrs (olg:xl\(l):}ll’g) rlit)g; .
C it rOe:l:er’;tvine:bdm;:l i ah “117.- 1. Pigne -living: ‘and -high - thmlung :
s palis- commg - . should'be our miotto. '

_ II Men in the plains are generally less

18,

N hardy then the hilimen.
I. His'manners are-irban.”

.~ IL. People of urbane area are c1v11 in

. Imanners. .-

‘the cure of malana L
e

Homonyms :

20.

21. .

22

23.

“24.

" 95,
' 26.

217,

II.Heisa man of sirong physzcue
I Living organisms tend to have an
- inbuilt system to adopt themselves
to changing environment.

II.Heisan adapt criminal. ©

I. Mr. Khanna d1ed 1n a rallway
~ collision.
II. Some gentlemen act in colluswn

‘with robbers.

ivo

L When . James remarked that she

36.

looked gorgeous, Jane thanked him
for the compliment.’
I. Don’t merge your hand in hot water

. T1. Adolphin emerged.out of the ocean.

37.

- 38.

1. He won the electlon only becau=e of n

the support he- got. from his zealous
party workers.

IL. Savita’s friends were jaelous of her
success in- the . prestlgmus
competition. (NABARD, 1994)

1. His views are opposite to mine.

IL. The speech was aposlte to the
occasion.

1. Itisa knaughty problem

1I. Suresh is a naughty boy:

‘1. He practices what he preaches

1I. The practlse of -closing shops on:
Sundays is quite common.
I. 'I saw a hord of nomads.

II. Ali° Baba found out the‘ hoard of L
- 43.

_robbers’ gold and )ewels,
I. During the riegn of Gupta rulers; India
made tremendous advan.,ements in
- art and cultare.

1L He has taken over tbe riens of the

28.

29.-

_'30.

31.
" 11, Don't exceed the limits. .

32.

©33..

34.

- - clear..
.11, His teneur of- ofﬁce is drawmg to a'
- close. _
I. .Archana bought the expenslve

5.

new government .
1. He outght to have persecuted hls_
- studies. ‘

II. Trespassers w1ll be prosecuted

1. 1loathe flattery. -

1I. He was loth to go with Rahul.

1. Some “of .the African . immigrants.
indulge in smugglifig in ouf:country.

39.

M The folk

- 40.
41

42,

'_ 44..

45.

46.

1I. Many emmtigrants from India have - -

- setfled in America.
1. He did not acceed to’ may request

1. ‘Order for ten bails-of cotton '
I1. He ‘was released on bale, :
1. He broke my cycle carier yesterday

IL A sllght carelessness -on .your part i

-~ can spoil your career. = .
1.. ‘The tenur of hxs speech was. not

costume - to -

o

! complement her
- wardrobe for the beauty contest '

(Bank P0.1995)

47,

48, -
49,

50. .

I.-- He waived his sword in the air.

. II 1 weve my claim in your favour

This dress does not suit you.

II He filed a civil suzte agamst Mr
Arora.

1. The. white colour in our Natlonal
Flag - is- a symbol of punty of
thought.

singers sang “to ‘the
"accompaniment of the cymbol

1. He'drank a draut ofwme

1. Crops failed duetodrout . :

(Bank P.O. 1995)

1. Rajuis an zngemous worker.

II. He made an ingenuous ¢ ‘confession of
his fault.’

J. An over-dozé of thlS medicine might
.’ be harmful for you.

II You ‘are -not allowed to dose in the
class.’ .

L A vote.of censur was passed agamst :
“the President.

11 ‘Before release, every film i is sent to the .~
censor office for recommendation.

I. - Despite - all our -efforts, success
remalnded elustve -

11 His manners are tluswe

1 His dismissal is foregone

" conclusion. - . o

“1I. I cannot forgo my clalm -

1. Deepak did not get mvolved in the
‘'scandal on’ account of h1s fnends-
wise councel.’

_II. Some of the members of the. cou.nsd
‘walked out in protest: during the
session.. (NABARD, 1994) )

1. There is.a great affectwn between

" the two brothers.

[1; Her modesty is mere. affectat;on

I “We look for the dat/e and day in &
- calandar.

" II. Sheet rubber is- m'\de by passmg

rubber through calenders:

I ‘Sudden lightening -and the: rumble of

. thunder frightened the baby.

II Mercury - lamps .. are" used - for
lightning the roads. _

1. Painting is done on canvass

11 He was canvadsing forvotes.
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Objective General English

 ANSWERS

‘Along with answers, the meamngs of each pair of’ homonyms are gwen in bmckets for .
retter understandmg] ‘

- [Cannon = military tank,

- Canon = rule of conduct]
{Ordinance = enactment;
Ordnance = mllltary stores]

{Artist = a person skilled in fine

arts, such as drawing, poetry etc
.Artiste = a person skilled -

theatrical arts such. .85 smgmg,M

dancing, acting.] -

The - correct. word in 1 should be
‘personnel’.

{Personal = private;

Personnel = body of persons
employed in a dapartment.]
[Deify = to worship as God

Defy = to challenge] i

The correct word in I- should be ;

sanatory.

[Sanatory = promotmg health
Sanitary = hyglemc]

The correct word in.I.is reverent
and that i in ITis reverend’ n
{Reverent = respectful

» Reverend = respectable] 3
: Deposntory = place where anyth_ng'

'is deposited

iDeposxtary = one mth whom a"l

thing is deposited] «

“The correct word in II sllould be'

‘Anttque

{Antic = odd,’ Anthue old] - .
: {Stationery = a shop selling wntmg

- materials,
Statlonary = 1mmob11e] .
The correct word in II should be
“feffected’. ' :
[effect = result, affect = tomfluenoe]

The correct word. in II should also 7.

be ‘corporeal’. .

" [Corporal = bodlly, .
. Corporeal = having body or matenal]

3. (e):

e.g. Corporal punnshmeﬂt is not
justified.

The correct word in 1. should be :
‘eruption’ and that in IT should be .-

‘irruption’. - . S

- [Eruption = sudden outbreak,

4 ()

; 1rrupt10n-mvasnon] - R
The correct-word in I should be.

- pzety

5. (0) :

[Pity = compass1on, piety = plousness,’

[Wrapt = lost in: somethlng, .

o 24.'(b).

Rapt = enraptured]
16. (d) : [Meter = a measuring- apparatus
Metre = unit of length]

17 (I_)) The correct word - m I should be

‘Plain’.
[Plam clear levél
Plane = level surface] ¢

. -e.g..Only one circle can be drawn_ i )
. through three pomts on the same - .

: plane,. - .
18. (d) : [Urbane = oourteous
" Urban = pertalmng to c1ty]
The correct. word " in II should be
physzque - . .

19. (a)

. [Physic = medicine;
- Physique = bodily structure]

20. (¢) : The correct word in I should - he ﬂ )
.. ‘adapt. and that in" II ..vhould be. -

‘adept’. ‘

[Adapt = change accordmgly,
adept = skilled;

-adopt = to take recourse to]

‘e.g. Do not , adopt foul mieans * to
earn money. .
[Collision = violent clash:

21. (¢)

unlawfully]

.22_."(a) +'The  correct word in II should bef

- _)ealous o
" [Zealous. = full of Zeal
. - Jealous = envious]."

. 23.(a) ¢ The correct word ‘in- II should be_ -

‘apposite’. o
[Opposite = contrary, N
_Apposite = sultable]

‘knotty -
. [Naughty = w1cked e
- Knotty = dlfﬁculttosolve]

’ qS.'(d) 't [Practice = a noun;

- Practise = verb of practlce']

) _26. (b): The correct: word in’ I should be'_-"'_ ‘

““horde”.

217. (e) + The . correct word in I should be
- rezgn and . that in. II should be

*rein’.

Prosecute = treat cruelly]

29. (c) : [Loathe = dislike, -

"+ - Loth/Loath = unwilling] " ' -

Collusnon = secret agreement to. act

The correct. word in 1 should be -

S [Relgn 'rule Rein = ng’.d control] T .
.. 28, (¢) : [Persecute = to pursue, - :

Loy

.‘.30. (@) : The correct word in I should be

ngrants

[Emigrant = one who leaves hiz
_country to settle in any -other
country;

Immigrant = one who enters a
country to settle there] -

,31. (%) : The correct word in I should be

‘accede’.
{Accede = agree; Excecd = surpass]
32. (d) : {Bale = bundle; Bail = security],

v " 33. (b) : The correct word -in I should be

‘carrier’.
[Carner = that which cames
Career = progress’ through life]

.34. (e) : The correct word in I should be

" ‘tenor” and that 1n I should be
‘tenure’. ]
[Tenor = general meamng,
‘Tenure = duration of holding oﬁice]

35. (c) : [Complement = that which completes;
Compliment = greetlngs]

"36. ®) : The' correct word in 1 should be

‘immerge’.
- -[Immerge/Immerse = to d1p into;
Emerge = to come out}

" 87. (d) : The. correct .word in.1 should be
i waved' and that in II should be:

“‘waive’.
[wave = brandish; waive = give up]

o 38. (o) : The correct word in II should be

‘sutt’.

[Suit = case to ﬁt :

Suite = -attendants or followers ofa
person]

e.g. The: prince - and his suzte took. :

shelter.in a cave.

B 39. (a) The “correct word ir II should be_ .

 ‘cymbal’..
-[Symbol = s1gn
Cymbal musxcal 1nstrument]

40. (e) : The correct word in I should be
’ ‘draught’ and that in TI should be
‘drought’. : ]
- {Draught = act of swallowmg
. without taking breath, .

Drought = want of rain]

41. (c)  [Ingenious = skilful,
Ingenuous := frank] -

‘42 (d) : The correct word in I should be

‘dose’ and that in II should be “doze’.
{Dose = quantity of medicine to be
- taken at a time, .

. " Doze = to slumber for short penods]
43. (b) ‘The. correct word in I- should be
" ‘censure’. }

[Censure = no-conﬁdence, _
Censor . = official who examlnes
plays, films, books etc]
44. (a) : The correct word in- II should be
. ‘Ulusive’.. .
[Elusive = difficult to grasp,
" Illusive = deceptive] -

"'45. (c) : [Forego = to precede, _

.Forgo = to give up]

.46. (e) : The correct word 'in I should be-,

. ‘counsel’ and - that in II should be
‘council’.
[Counsel = opinion;
: Council ='assembly] | .
47. (c) : [Affection = love;
© ' Affectation = pretencel

- 48. (b) : The corréct word in I should be.

‘calendar’.
_[Calender = a roller-machlne]

. 49.(e) : The correct word in I .should be

‘lightning’ and that in 1L should be
- “lighting’. . .

{Lightning = electnc dlscharge from )

clouds -

‘Lighting = prowdmg llght

Lnghtemng ‘making less heavy]
50 (d) : [Canvas = a tough cloth,

-Canvass =.to propagate]




