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Foreword

It gives me immense pleasure to place Chant I, the new English textbook for Class I, in
the hands of our dear children. The textbook is supplemented with a workbook and 4
Handbook of Teachers' Resources. English is not a native language for our learners and
has its own nuances. The way English is taught in our schools needs innovative approach
to enable the learners to comprehend the language. Our children are citizens of the world
where English language has acquired the role of an important medium of communication.
The introduction of English as a medium of instruction at the primary level is a policy
matter.

Chant I draws its contents from the experiences of teachers and the scenario of English
language learning at the grassroots in J&K. The textbook also relates to child's life both at
home and at school as it has relied on the experiences of children who are introduced to a
new world of school. Given the broad canvas of the textbook, it is fervently hoped that
children will be gradually trained in the four skills of language i.e. listening, speaking,
reading and writing. The guidelines laid down in the National Curriculum Framework
2005 have been kept in mind while preparing this textbook. However, the prevailing
education system at the grassroots has also contributed in deciding the contents of the
textbook.

Teaching the textbook with the right perspective and pedagogy is significant in achieving
desired results. The workbook will enable children to get equipped with the basics of
writing. The activities in the textbook and 4 Handbook of Teachers’ Resources will
encourage learning by doing. The teacher can use e-resources in the class for further
concept clearance and language development. In this context, the system of assessment at
the primary level also needs to be improved by taking into account the listening and
speaking skills particularly. A fter each lesson the teacher can assess learner competencies
in different skills. The format has been given at the end of each lesson.

I am highly grateful to the team of experts who spared their valuable time in preparing this
textbook. I place on record my gratitude to Dr Farooq Ahmed Peer, Director Academics
for supervising the development of this textbook and Ms. Naila Neelofar, I/c Assistant
Director, Academics for painstaking efforts in bringing out this textbook.

Suggestions from all quarters, especially the stakeholders, are always welcome to
improve the textbook.

Prof. Veena Pandita
Secretary/Chairperson
JKBOSE
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Introduction and Acknowledgement

hildren have an innate ability to learn language. English being a non-native language for our

learners is to be taught in a particular context. The NCF 2005 permits and encourages the use
of mother tongue in teaching English at the primary level. Chant I, the new textbook of English for
Class I enables the teaching learning environment in the classroom to be learner-centred. It gives
the teacher enough freedom to tackle the class keeping in view its level. A teacher can combine
different approaches to impart LSRW skills. This will equip the learners with the competencies
required to promote learner autonomy. The textbook aims to focus on an integrated language
learning in which language skills develop naturally and by the conscious efforts of the educator.
The extension of this process to the school helps children make sense and construct meaning from
their own experiences.

The pedagogical approach needs to break the stereotypes so that a space is created for innovative
and constructive way of teaching. Since language is seen as a set of skills to be taught and learnt
through drill practice also, Chant I provides enough space for such activities. The process of
language learning by children is an inter-linked process which should get reinforced by creating
opportunities for partner and peer learning. Changes in the assessment and evaluation pattern are
needed particularly at the primary level where in the teacher can evaluate the competencies of
children in listening and speaking. The same can be done through oral readings, audio-video
listening, creative drama, shared readings etc. These can also act as resources and teaching learning
material (TLM) for teachers.

The competency levels defined in the learning outcomes by the NCERT are reflected in the
textbook. However, the teacher has ample freedom to create the classroom environment that
integrates the processes in learning of language and rationalises a balance between phonics and
whole language learning. The educator is free to adopt and combine different approaches while
teaching this textbook. The teacher can create his own classroom narratives to establish meaningful
interactions between himself and students. It is, therefore, expected that the teachers will read the
textbook and the teachers' manual as a preparation to interact in their classrooms. The teachers who
are supposed to transform their class into a modest English laboratory should make use of audio-
visual aids as TLM.

The suggested design of assessment and the suggested time schedule to complete a lesson is not in
any way definitive and the rationale behind to incorporate these in the textbooks is to seriously
facilitate changes in the assessment and evaluation pattern to make the teaching of English
effective and result oriented. The teachers can develop their own scheme and plan keeping in mind
to develop and test the LSRW skills of English language.

The J&KBOSE acknowledge the use of materials in the textbook from creative commons. If,
inadvertently, the copyright has not been traced, the JKBOSE will be glad to hear from them.

The materials for Chant I were developed in a series of discussions and workshops held by the
Academic Division. [ acknowledge the hard work put in by our subject experts. [ am also grateful to
all those teachers who gave us their feedback to develop a more relevant and need based textbook
and, therefore, bridge the gaps.

I am highly thankful to Prof VeenaPandita, Chairperson/ Secretary, JKBOSE for her support and
cooperation.] am highly grateful to Ms Naila Neelofar, I/c Assistant Director, Academics for
putting in the best of her efforts in coordinating the development of this textbook. Thanks is also
due to Syed Qamarud Din, Academic Officer and Naseer Ahmed, Section Officer for extending
their cooperation.

I am also thankful to Mr. Arif Ahmed Akhoon, Joint Secretary, Publication and his team for
publishing this textbook. I am also grateful to Mr. Harish Gupta of Gita Offset Printers Pvt. Ltd. for
designing the pictures in the textbook. I also thank Mr. Amir Abbas, Graphic Artist for designing the
border of the textbook.
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Chant I, Write On and A Handbook of Teachers'Resources is the outcome of the efforts put in by the
team of teachers.

1 Dr Javaid Igbal Bhat Sr Assistant Professor ~ Dept of English, South
Campus, Kashmir
University

2 Dr. Tasleem Ahmad War Sr. Assistant Professor ~ Dept of English,
Kashmir University

3 Iftikhar Imran Lecturer GBHSS, Mujgund

4 Ms. Ocia Jabeen Baba Sr. Lecturer GBHSS, Nawakadal

5 Mr. Ghulam Hassan War Lecturer State Institute of
Education, Srinagar

6 Mr. Mohammad Aslam Pandit Lecturer DIET, Beerwah, Budgam

7 Mr. Sheikh Gulzar Ahmad Lecturer GBHSS, Beerwah

8 Mr. Reyazul Gani Wani Lecturer GBHSS, Kangan,
Ganderbal

9 Ms. Syed Tasfia Teacher GBMS, Watlar, Ganderbal

10 Mr. Syed Hamid Bukhari Teacher GBHS, Narabal, Budgam

11 Mr. Syed Ashaq Hussain Teacher GBHS, Wahabpora,
Budgam

12 Mr. Musharaf Ellahi Master GBMS, Razwen, Budgam

13 Mr. Mohammad Qasim Baba Master Govt. High School,
Surgin, Budgam

14 Mr. Mohammad Ulfat Anjan Teacher GPS.,Khanpora,Kulgam

15 Mr. Mohammad Younis Malik Teacher GPS, Banpora, Qazigund

I sincerely thank the following experts for enriching the textbook with their valuable advice
and inputs.

Prof. Mohammad Aslam, Ex-H.O.D. Department of English, Central University of Kashmir
Prof. Neerja Matoo, Ex-Principal, Department of Higher Education

Prof. Mohammad Amin, Ex-Reader, Department of English, University of Kashmir
Dr. Jan Mudasir Gul, Lecturer, DIET, Srinagar

Mr. Sanjay Gupta, Master, G.H.S. Kot Garhi, Akhnoor

Ms. Urfana Amin, Master, DIET, Ganderbal

Ms. Geeta Bharti, Teacher, M.S. Thandapani, Rajouri

Mr. Darshan Sharma, Teacher, G.H.S.S., Shastri Nagar, Jammu

Dr. Tanveer Habib, Teacher, G.H.S.S., Mahind, Anantnag

Mr. Gulzar Ahmad Rather, Teacher, Zone Tahab, Pulwama

Mr. Reyaz Ahmed, Academic Officer, G.V.E.I., Srinagar

Dr. Farooq Ahmad Peer
Director Academics
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Features of the textbook

Scope for stress-free teaching learning with focus on LSRW
skills and personality development

Assessment flexibility and systematic individual tracking for
boosting self-esteem while excelling in learning

Introduction to sounds

Activity-based learning

A Hanbook of Teachers’ Resources to complement with
extensive suggestions for using the content
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