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GETTING READY

Choosing a career is one of the most important decisions we have to make in our lives. The

jobs we select have far reaching consequences in our lives. It has also an impact on everything

from our lifestyle to family interactions to health. Career is an important part of our identity.

Sometimes it’s hard to decide what you really want to do. But with some reflection and

information, you can gain clarity about the best career choice for you. For beginners here are

10 questions that you should ask yourself. These can help you understand yourself well and

help you choose the most appropriate and satisfactory career for you.

1. Whatare myinterests?

Thisis the mostimportant question to ask yourself because the people who take up work which they don’t

like, feel exhausted and frustrated at the end of the day. The most satisfied people are those who enjoy their

jobs. Interests mean the people, information, activities or things we enjoy most. Here are a few questions to

askyourselfto find out our interests.

o Dolprefer working with people, numbersand data, abstractideas or animals or equipment ?

o Whatkind ofbooksdoIlovereading?

o Whatkind ofevents doIliketodo forfun?

o Dollike spending my time indoors or outdoors?

2. Whatare myvalues?

Our values are one of the most important things for us. Values can be even more important factor for

career satisfaction than interests. If you value money and financial success, you will need a job that pays well.

If you value social justice, you need to take a job where there isn’t too much unfairness. If you value fun and

spontaneity, youmay not be happy with a desk job. Here are some questions that you can ask yourself.

o Dolprefer moneyearned after hard work to easy money ?

o Dolprefer working independently to in collaboration ?

o Dolprefersupervising others to taking directions from others ?

87

GETTING READY




3. Whatare my personality aspects ?
Your personality is also important to consider when deciding a career. For example, are you an extrovert
oranintrovertperson ? Here are some questions to ask yourself to understand your personality well.
» AmIanintrovertoranextrovertperson?
e AmImorecooperative or competitive ?
« AmImoreofa ‘thinker’ who enjoysideas, ora ‘doer’ who enjoys working with things in the real world ?
4. WhatskillsdoIhave?

You’ll also want to create an inventory of your skills. Identify things you are good at. Think about both
your hard skills (acquired skills) and your soft skills (life skills). Putting your skills on paper can be an
affirmative eye-opening experience that provides confidence to choose your goal. Circle your skills from the
skills given below. You may add two more to the list.

Hardskills - working with tools, working with computers, fluency in alanguage,

preparing models/charts

Soft skills - teamwork, time management, making a strategy,

getting co operation from people
5. Howmuch control doIneed over my own time?

Some people love the structure of a corporate job; other people hate it. A working professional or a
corporate employee may have less freedom regarding time whereas the independent businessman may
exercise more freedom regarding time restrictions. You may like to ask the following questions to yourself
consideringtimeasafactor.

« Howlongarethe working hours ? Will therebe alot of overtime ?

» Howflexibleisthe vacation policy?

o Arethereopportunities to work from home either full or parttime ?
6. Whateducation or trainingdo I need ?

It’s quite possible that you will need additional training or schooling to pursue your desired career path.

Tryto ask these questions to yourself.

o Whatdegrees, licences or certifications doIneed toacquire?

o Howmuchmoreeducation or trainingam I willing to get ?

« Howmuchtimeand moneyam I willing toinvest for the desired career?
7. Arethejobsavailable?

It’s important to know about the labour market for careers you’re considering. You should find out the
answers of the following questions.

o Dolprefer workinglocallyto globally?

« Howmanysuchjobsareavailable globally?

« Howmanyjobsareavailablein mylocal surroundings?

8. Whatlocationsdo you prefertolivein?

The markets for particular occupations differ depending on location. For example, if you want to be a
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Pratik

:Ilike to read about latest scientific inventions, biographies of the scientists and detective novels.

Iam fond of solving puzzles too.

Mr. Mehta (his father) : Pratik. IThave told you not to waste time after puzzles, still you did that ?
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:1t’s O.K. Mr. Mehta. Solving puzzles add to thelogical abilities of a child.

:Oh!Isee.

: Pratik, what type of co-curricular activities did you participate in during your school days ?
:Itook part in the Science Fair and our project got the first prize at State Level Competition.

: That means you have keen interest and some creativity in the field of Science. Did you make the

model yourself? Did you explain it to the visiors too ?

: No madam. My project partner did all that. I only selected the subject, prepared charts and

diagrams and made all the planning about the presentation. In fact I wrote the speech for the

presentation.

: That’s very good. It means you don’t like to talk much. Youlike to work behind the curtain.
: Yesmadam. I believe ‘athoughtis more powerful than an action’.

: It’s not like that madam. He talks less because he is always busy with his computer. I think he

likes to operate machines. Don’t you think he should go for Mechanical Engineering? After all

hisbrother is quite successful in the same field. Pritesh can easilyjoin him.

: His brother’s success in that field doesn’t mean Pritesh should also choose the same. Pritesh

might have a different personality altogether.

: You’re right, madam. I work on computers to search new things and prepare a PPT. I like to

accumulate information about the fundamental theories of Chemistry.

: Excellent. That means you like to find out the truth behind the things. Which is your favourite

T.V.show?

: I like “How things are made ?’,'Braingames’ and ‘The Science of Stupid’on Discovery. They

explain how the rules of science are applied to our routine life.

: It’s nice to know that. In fact Ilike those shows too. Would you tell me about your role models ?
: Thomas Alva Edison, as heinvented alot of small things to serve mankind.

: Would you also like to serve mankind with the help of science ?

: Yesmadam. I can’t see people in pain.

: What kind oflifestyle do you prefer ? Do you wish to have a luxuriouslife ?

:Nomadam. Idobelieve in simplicity. I think satisfaction is more important than money.

: That means you will be satisfied with a regular income. You don’t have dreams to be a

millionaire.

: You are right madam. I don’t like the industrial environment or the ups and downs of the

corporate world. I want to contribute my talent for the progress of the nation.

: That’s really a great thought Pratik. I hope every student should be clear about his/her choices.

Thank you for co operating so well. It was nice talking to you all.
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F.3

F.4

Think of your school days. Tick the option that applies to you :

1. When I was in the primary school, I used to / didn’t use to help my friends.

2. When I was in the primary school, I used to/ never used to quarrel a lot with my classmates.
3. When I was in high school, I used to / didn’t use to do alot of homework.

4. When I was in high school, I used to / never used to participate in the Science fair.

Fill in the blanks with the appropriate forms of verbs :
My interaction with Mr Zala

On an evening, while I (travel) from Ahmedabad to Amreli by bus,
I saw a man struggling (board) the bus with his one leg. He was well
built with an athletic body. His eyes shone like fireballs. He came and sat next to me. On being
asked how he lost his leg, he told his story to me. He (use to+work) in
the army on the borders of Kashmir. He (use to + volunteer) for
operations even if there was a lot of risk. He was a sharp shooter and used to
(win) all the in-service shooting championships. Once they
(inform) him about a terrorist infiltration, he immediately lifted his
L.M.G. and gotready. The troop (go past) the snowy hills.

It was February, and the temperature was below zero but the burning desire
(save) the country (use + keep) us warm.
Ultimately we sighted the enemies on top of the “Tiger Hill’. The battle
(last) for two days and a night. Ultimately, we had a hand to hand fight and the jawans of our
‘Rajputana Batallion’ (attack) like lions. I took a bullet in my right
thigh. But most of them were killed and the others ran back like rats. We hoisted the Indian flag
on ‘Tiger Hill’ with pride. I had to sacrifice my right leg. Still I think this is no big sacrifice
compared to the soldiers who martyred their lives for the country that day.

F. S The following action are done while preparing for board exams. Tick the appropriate

options. Add more by your own.

Used to Didn't use to/

Action never used to

Gossip with friends

Had two glasses of milk everyday

Stayed awake beyond 1 o'clock at night

Copied down notes from friends

Wrote down every memorizing tips that
my teacher gave

Watched each answer more than 5 times to
memorize it
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