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All the questions are compulsory and carry 12.5 marks each.

1.  Enumerate the discretionary powers of the Governor mentioned in the
Indian Constitution. Why is it said that the post of governor has become

highly paoliticised?
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2. CAG is instrumental in securing accountability of the executive to the
Parliament in the sphere of financial administration. Elaborate. Enumerate
the provisions made in the Constitution to ensure the independence of the

CAG.
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3. What are the different institutional arrangements in India to promote
cooperation between the Centre and States? Critically analyse the role of
Inter-State Council to enhance cooperative federalism in India.
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4, Inview of the idea of holding simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha and
State Legislative Assemblies, discuss the advantages that its
implementation would lead to and the concerns that it raises.
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5.  While the Competition Commission of India and sector-specific regulators
are required to complement each other, overlapping jurisdiction has
resulted in regulatory parallelism amongst them. Comment.
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6.  Criticism about the judiciary should be welcomed, so long as criticisms do

not hamper the “administration of justice”. In this context discuss whether
the power of contempt of court given to the higher judiciary limits the
freedom granted by Article 19(1)(a) and whether these two can be
reconciled.
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7. Despite being a welcome step, Inter-State Water Disputes (Amendment)
Bill, 2017 fails to resolve the issue of overlapping of jurisdiction between
the legislature and judiciary. Analyse.
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8.  Critically discuss the major reforms introduced in the area of electoral
funding in Union Budget 2017. Do you think that state funding of elections
is a viable idea to check misuse of money power in politics?
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9. Discuss the significance of the concept of Office of Profit as enshrined in
the Indian Constitution. Why has it been embroiled in controversies for a
long time? Analyse the role played by judiciary in this regard.
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10. The provisions of the Sixth Schedule of the Constitution devolve some
essential powers to the lower levels in order to cater to the needs of the
tribal community. Discuss, while examining the modern day challenges
faced by the institutions set up under the Sixth Schedule.
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11. Special rights are not privileges but they are granted to make it possible for
minorities to preserve their identity, culture and traditions. Elaborate in the
context of India with examples.
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12, While it has been argued that the judiciary should be brought under RTI, a
balance also needs to be maintained between independence of the
judiciary and the right of people to know. In this context, discuss the pros
and cons of bringing the judiciary under the ambit of RTI.
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13. Differentiate between pressure groups and political parties. It is often said
that pressure groups are primarily a consequence of inadequacies of the
political parties in India. Discuss the above statement in the context of

rising environmental protection groups.
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14. Give an account of the factors responsible for the limited success of Lok
Adalats. What measures are required to ensure that Lok Adalats function as
an effective dispute redressal mechanism?
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15. The provision of 33% reservation of seats for women in urban local body
elections in Nagaland has been in news for various reasons in recent times.
Discuss the underlying issues in light of the constitutional provisions at
stake and the social realities of the state.
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16. Government advertisements have often been viewed as misuse of
taxpayer’s money for enhancing the image of political parties. Discuss in
the light of relevant SC rulings. Also enumerate the recommendations
made by the Twentieth Law Commission to address the issue of paid news
and political advertisements.
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17. A clear delineation of functions of local governments vis-a-vis State
Governments will only *strengthen the principle of subsidiarity. In this
context, discuss the challenges and the reforms required for effective
democratic decentralization in India.
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18. Vast powers have been vested in the office of the Speaker to strengthen
the democratic institutions of the parliamentary system, and not to stifle

dissent or protest in the House. Comment in the context of India.
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19. Tenth Schedule of the Constitution and the subsequent amendments have
failed at solving the problem of defections and opportunistic politics.
Critically analyse.
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20. It is the Parliamentary system, with its basis on constant accountability,
accommodation and inclusion, which can best serve the needs of the
country. Examine, keeping in mind the arguments that are periodically put
forward for adopting the Presidential system in India.
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