


much of the rice is grown under them. Some of these tanks are surprisingly large and it is a beautiful sight to
see the sunrise or set over them. Water in alandscape maybe compared to the eyes in a human face. It reflects
the mood of the hour, being bright and gay when the sun shines, turning to dark and gloomy when the sky is
overcast.

One of the most remarkable facts about water is its power to carry silt . This is the origin of the
characteristic colour of the water in rainfed tanks. This colour varies with the nature of the earth in the
catchment area. Swiftly flowing water can carry fairly large and heavy particles. The finest particles, however,
remain floating within the liquid in spite of their greater density and are carried to great distances. Such
particles are, of course, extremely small, but their number is also great and very large amounts of solid matter
can be transported in this way. The colour of the water changes successively from the muddy red or brown of
silt through varying shades of yellow and green finally to the blue of the deep sea. Such land, consisting as it
does of finely divided matter, is usually very fertile.

Soil erosion is a major problem in countries like India. It occurs when the top layer of the soil is washed
away in successive steps by the action of water. It is mainly caused by sudden bursts of heavy rainfall, the
slope of the land, removal of the natural protective coat of vegetation, the ruts along which water can flow
rapidly, and the absence of any checks to prevent the flow of water. It can be checked using various
preventive measures like the terracing of land, the construction of bunds (dams) to check the flow of water
and the planting of appropriate types of vegetation.

The conservation and utilisation of water is fundamental for human welfare. Much of Indian agriculture
depends on seasonal rainfall and is therefore very sensitive to any failure or irregularity of the same. The
problems of soil erosion and of inadequate (not enough) or irregular rainfall are closely connected with each
other. Itis clear that the adoption of techniques preventing soil erosion would also help to conserve and keep
the water whereitis wanted.

InIndia an immense quantity of rain water runs off the ground. The collection and utilisation of this water
isimportant. Much of it finds its way to the sea. Incredibly large quantities of the precious fluid are thuslost to
the country. The harnessing of our rivers, the waters of which now mostly run to waste, is need of the hour.
Vastareas of land which at present are mere scrub jungle could be turned into fertile and prosperous land by
courageous and well-planned action. Closely connected with the conservation of water supplies is the
problem of afforestation. The systematic planting of suitable trees in every possible or even in impossible
areas is one of the most urgent needs of India. Such plantation would directly and indirectly prove a source of
hidden wealth to the country. They would check soil erosion, conserve the rainfall of the country from
flowing away to waste and it will also supply cheap fuel.

The cheapest form of internal transport in a country is by boats and barges through canals and rivers. We
hear much about programmes of rails and road construction, but far too little about the development of
waterways in India. Then, again, the harnessing of water supplies makes possible the development of
hydroelectric power. This would improve the rural life and economy, and help in tapping the ground water
resources to a greater extent.

Water is the basis of all life. Every animal and every plant contains a substantial proportion of free or

combined water in its body, and fluid is an essential part in all physiological activities. Moisture in the
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C.1.2 The passage has a lot of sentences that are connected to irrigation, beauty and
transportation. Go back to the passage and write ‘I’ for irrigation, ‘B’ for beauty and ‘T’
for transportation in the margin.

C.1.3 Underline and number the sentence/group of sentences in the text that mean :

1. We donot give more importance to water but it has done a lot for mankind.
2. The deposits that water carries decide its colour.
3. There are different solutions of soil erosion.
4. Transportation on water has always been neglected in India.
5. Water is everywhere.
C.1.4 Answer these questions in two to four sentences :
1. Why is water considered true elixir of life?
2. Water in a landscape may be compared with the eyes on a human face. Why?
3. What are the measures to check soil erosion?
4. What are the permanent solutions to the problem of shortage of water?
5. Water is the most potent and the most wonderful thing. List the things that prove it potent and
wonderful.
6. What are the multiple advantages of harnessing of water, afforestation and bunds?
7. Why is water called common as well as uncommon?

C.1.5 Find out the sentences having almost similar sense. Then divide them into cause and

effect.

1. The upper surface of land is washed away due to falling and rushing of water.

2.The colour of water depends on the soil under water.

3. Any change in schedule of rain affects our agriculture a lot.

4. Afforestation will bring hidden wealth.

5. Another advantage of bunds is electricity.

No. Cause Effect

1. | acting of water top soil is washed away

2.

3.

4.

5.

C.1.6 Learn more about the noteworthy efforts in Gujarat for long term planning of water
harvesting and check dams.
Reference :
http://jalkranti.org/about-trust/
http://www.swadhyay.org/index.htm
http://www.realheroes.com/shamyji-bhai.php
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V.2 While reading the passage, you have come across the synonyms of the nine words listed
below. Find out the actual words from the first paragraph of the passage.

(1) small area (2) barren land (3) powerful
(4) fluid (5) dale (6) fruitful
(7) origin (8) generated

(9) a specialist on the earth’s crust

V.3 Antonyms are words with opposite meaning. They are often formed by using prefixes like
in-, im-, il-, ir- etc. as shown in the table. Underline the prefixes and write antonyms in the

blanks :
Example : Prefix Word Antonym
Prefix Word Antonym | literate
in adequate Inadequate | active
credible Incredible | partial
im possible Impossible relevant
mature Immature sufficient
il legal Nlegal legible
logical Illogical correct
ir regular Irregular moral
responsible | Irresponsible liberal
rational
polite
religious

V.4 Find out the suitable words from the box and add them to the series of the words.

craved, landscape, lateral, proportion, potent, phenomenon, substantial, bouncing, splinter,
emitters

. mighty, influential, powerful,

. wanted, desired, longed,

. panorama, scenery, environ,
. fact, happening, incident,

. relation, balance, percentage,

. rebounding, jumping, leaping,
. fall apart, fragment, piece,

1
2
3
4
5. considerable, sizable, large,
6
7
8
9

. marginal, skirting, sideways,

10. releasers, expellers, dispensers,
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F.4 Read these questions and its answers :
1. Why should we get minimum hardcopies?
We should get minimum hardcopies to save paper.
This question can be answered these ways also :
(1) Weshould get minimum hardcopies in order to save paper.
(ii)) We should get minimum hardcopies so that we can save paper.
(iii)) We should get minimum hardcopies in order that we can save paper.

(iv) We should get minimum hardcopies with a view to saving paper.

Now complete these sentences :

2. Why should we recharge wells and construct check dams?
We should recharge wells and construct check dams to solve problem of water
permanently.

a. We should recharge wells and construct check dams in order to

b. We should recharge wells and construct check dams with a view to
problem of water permanently.

c. We should recharge wells and construct check dams so that we can
problem of water permanently..

d. We should recharge wells and construct check dams in order that we can solve

F.5 Answer these questions using the connectors given in the bracket :
1. Why are you buying this English book? (with a view to)
2. What should we do to learn computer skills? (so that)
3. Why do we keep our food in fridge? (in order to)
4. What do youdoto keep your body fit? (in order that)

5. Why are you borrowing money from me? (so that)

F.6 Now answer the following questions using the words in the bracket :
1. Why do we eat? (to live)
1. Weeat
2. We eatso that we

3. We eat with a view to

2. Why do we use navigator while travelling? (find destination)

1. We use navigator while travelling

2. Weusenavigator while travelling with a view to

3. We use navigator while travelling in order that easy way to an unknown
destination.
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F.7 Askquestions using ‘why’(One has been done for you) :

F.8

F.9

1.

You should sleep well so that you can write your exam very well.
Question : Why should you sleep well?
He was extra polite to his superiors to avoid adverse comments into his records.

. He was invited to the function in order to show leave how wonderfully this function has been
organized.

. Letus now so that we can catch the train.
. He drew the sword so that he could defend himself.
. Come here so that I could bless you.

Prepare multiple choice blanks for the underlined parts :

L.

Sarah went to the computer lab to print out her research report.
Sarah went to the computer lab her research report.

(with a view to printing out, to print out, she can print out)
The company conducted a detailed survey in order to know its clients’ views.

. Dr Chan adjusted the overhead projector so that the students would be able to see the chart
more clearly.

The lecturer finished his lecture five minutes early_so that the students could ask him
questions.

. The Board introduced language laboratory with a view to enhancing students’ proficiency in
the language.

Hereis alist of some foreigners either rulers or travellers, who came to India. The column
at right shows their intention. Match them properly and frame sentences showing their
purpose for coming in India. Frame your answers in four different ways :

The Dutch East India Company | to settle

Xuanzang to find new sea routes

The East India Company to reside and build factories in Surat and other areas

The Parsis to exchange with the spices they traded in the East Indies.
Vasco da Gama to get complete interpretation of the Buddhist texts

F.10 Answer the questions using in order to/ with a view to/ so that/ in order that :

1

2. Why do you go on tour?
3. Why did Gazni come to Somnath?
4. Why should we do exercise?
5. Why should we drink boiled water?

. Why do you read?
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